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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


TtiE nistoi-y<of the Arctic Expedition of 187r>-7<>, and 
the record of its results, will be found in the work of 
Sir George Narcs. My object in publishing tin' 
present volume is to furnish a po 2 )ular narrative of 
memorable events as they 2 )res(‘ntcd thcmst'lves to an 
individual member of the I’iXpedition, and especially 
of the work of sledge travelling over the frozen polar 
ocean. It Wii^ written a few months after our return 
to England, but its api)earance has been purposely 
deferred until the 2 )ublic?i.tion of the work by Sir 
George I^ares. 

The s.ame reasons still exist for continuing the work 
of Arcfic e:^loration as were adduced for commencing 
it in 1875. 

It is impossible to comi)lete so great a work in one 
campaign, and the results of the late Expedition 
ought only to whet om- appetites, and stimulate us to 
undertake furthen discoveries. 

The narrative of Sir George Nares will show the 
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coni 2 jloteness of the work accompJished, so far asjthe 
route by Smith Sound is concerned, and with the 
apj^endices containing ^the numerous and valuai'ile 
scientific results, will prove the importance of Arctic 
discovery. But tliere are othar routes remaining to 
be explored, which Avill yield equally useful results. 

Behring Strait is a portal Ic&ding to a vast region, 
the history of which has hitherto been as h sealed 
book. 

An expedition to the cast coast of Greenland for 
the pui’pose of connecting our discoveries at Cape 
Britannia with those of the Germans at Cape 
Bismarck, and thus solving the interesting geo¬ 
graphical problem regarding the insularity of Green¬ 
land, would be of the greatest imiJortance. 

The exploration of Jones and Hayes Sounds offer 
a rich field; but that which, in my opinion, would 
yield the most profitable harvest, is the continuation 
of the discoveries of the Austro-Hungarian expedition 
in Fraup-Josef Jjand. Once reach in a ship the 
position attained by Lieut. Payer and his sledge 
party, and such a measure of success wofild follow as 
would prove satisfactory even to the most sanguine. 
Although the flags of Holland, Sweden, and America 
will this year float in tln^ Arctic Regions, that of 
England will be unrepresented. 

It is hardly to be expected, in tli» present critical 
state of affairs, that our Government can afford to 
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giv(' oitJjor time or atkmtiju to the subject of Arctic 
exploration, but when the existing dillerenees are all 
happily settled, there will really be more reasons for 
following up the work than were brought forward for 
undertaking it in ISTi"). We were never in a better 
position for doing so than at the present time. We 
possess a coiqile of ships whose capabilities for .\rctie 
navigati6n have been'already thoroughly tested, and 
found perfect; we have ollicers and men experienced 
in the navigation of those icy seas and in sledging, 
and wo have stores and provisions ready to (spiip 
another expedition. 

The expense, seeing that tlie ships and stores are 
lying idle, would be insigniiicant, and would hardly 
be more than equal to that of keeping a couple of 
small gun-boats in commission. Surely this great 
nation could (lasily afford, in the interests of science 
and for hfl.- own honour, to incur such an expiaiditure. 
I trust so; and I, for one, look forward with conlideiit 
hope to tlie despatch, in a few years, of another Arctic 
e.xpedition as well equipped as the one of which 1 was 
lately a metaber. 

A. H. M. 

21, I’.etLKSTON Squark, 

March, 1S7S. 
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Florence MacCurthy. Post 8vo. 
Cloth, price 10s. 

CANDLER (H.). 

The Groundwork of Belief. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price js. 
CARLISLE (A. D.), B. A. 

Round the World in 1870. 

A Volume of Travels, with Maps. 
New and Cheaper Edition. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 
CARPENTER (E.). 
Narcissus and other 

Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5f. 
CARPENTER (W. B.), M.D. 
The Principles of Mental 
Physiology. With their Applica¬ 
tions to the Training and Discipline 
of the Mind, and the Study of its 
Morbid Conditions. Illustrated. 
Fifth Edition. 8vo. Cloth, price i2X. 
CAVALRY OFFICER. 

Notes on Cavalry Tactics, 
Organization, &c. With Dia¬ 
grams. DemySvo. Cloth, priceiaf. 

CHAPMAN (Hon. Mrs. E. W.). 
A Constant Heart. A Story. 
2 vols. Cloth, gilt tops, price Z2S. 
CHEYNE (Rev.T. K.). 

The Prophecies of Isaiah. 

'IVanslatcd, witli Critical Notes and 
Dissertations by. 'l‘wo vols., demy 
8 vo. Cloth. Vol. I., price 125. 6d. 

Children’s Toys, and some 
Elementary lessons in General 
Knowledge which they teach. Illus¬ 
trated. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sz. 



C. Kegan Paul Co.’s Publications. 


7 


CHRISTOPHERSON (The late 
Rev. Henry), M.A. 

Sermons. With an Intro- 
duction by John Rae, LL.D., F.S.A. 
Second Series. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6f. 

CLAYDENCP. W.). 

England under Lord Bea- 

consfield. The Political History of 
the Last Six Years, from the end of 
1873 to the beginning of 1880. Se¬ 
cond Edition. With Index, and 
Continuatifm to Nlarch, 1880. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price i6^. 

CLERK (Mrs. Godfrey). 

*nim en^ Nds. Historical 
Tales and Anecdotes of the Times 
of the Early Khalifahs.* Translated 
from the Arabic Originals. Illus¬ 
trated with Historical and Explana¬ 
tory Notes. Crown 8vo.Cloth,price7f. 

CLERY (C.), Major. 

Minor Tactics. With 26 

Maps and Plans. Fourth and Revised 
Edition. DemySvo. Cloth, price i6,r. 

CLODD (Edward), F.R.A.S. 

The Childhood of the 

World: a Simple Account of Man 
in Early Times. Sixth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 35. 

A Special Edition for Schools. 
Price If. 

The Childhood of Reli¬ 
gions. Including a Simple Account 
of the Birth and Growth of Myths 
and Legends. Third Thousand. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price Sf. 

A Special Edition for Schools. 
Price If. (>d. 

Jesus of Nazareth. With a 

brief Sketch of Jewish History to 
the Tunc of His Birth. .Small 
• crown Ovo. (^loth, price 6 s. 
COLERIDGE (Sara). 

.Pretty Lessons in Verse 

• for Good Children, with some 
Lessons in Latin, in Easy KIwme. 

^ A New Edition. Illustrated, reap. 

• 8vo. Cloth, price 3f. 6 d. 
Phantasmion. A Fairy Tale. 
With an Introductory Preface by the 
Right Hon. Lord Coleridge, of 

• Otter/ St. Mary. A New Edition. 
Illustrated. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 7f. 6 d. 


COLERIDGE (Sara)— continued* 

M emoir and Letters of Sara* 

Coleridge. Editecy^y her Daughter. 
With Index. 2 vols. With Two 
Portraits. Third Edition, Revised 
and Corrected. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 24f. 

Cheap Edition. With one Portrait. 
Cloth, price 6 d, 

COLLINS (Mortimer). 

The Secret of Long Life. 

Small crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3f. (ni. 

Inn of Strange Meetings, 
and other Poems. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sf. 

COLLINS (Rev. R.), M.A. 
Missionary Enterprise in 
the East. With special reference 
to the Syrian Christians of Malabar, 
and the results of modern Missions. 
With Four Illustrations. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 6 s. 

CONWAY (Hugh). 

A Life’s Idylls. .Small crown 

8vo. Cloth, price .;f (uf. 

COOKE (M. C.), M.A., LL.D. 

' Fungi; their Nature, Influ¬ 
ences Uses, &c. Edited by the Kev. 
M. J. Berkeley, M. A., F. T.. S. 
With Illustrations. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5f. 

Volume XIV. of The International 
Scientific Series. % 

COOKE (Prof. J. P.) 

The New Chemistry. With 

31 Illustrations. Fourth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5f. 

Volume IX. of The Inleyiational 
Scientific Series. 

Scientific ^Iturc. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price if. 

COOPER (T. T.), F.R.G.S. 

The Mishmee Hills: an 
Account of a Journey made in an 
Attempt to Pfl|ietrale Thibet from 
Assam, to open New Routes for 
Commerce. Second Edition. With 
Four Illustrations and Map. Post 
8vo. Cloth, price lof. 6 d, 

COOPER (H. j.). 

The Art of Furnishing on 
Rational and Esthetic Prin¬ 
ciples. New and Cheaper Phlition. 
Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price ij. 6 d. 
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COPPEE (Francois). 

^ L^Exilee. Done into English 
Verse with the sanction of the Author 
by I. O. L. Crown 8vo. Vellum, 
price 5^. 

CORY (Lieut. Col. Arthur). 

The Eastern Menace; ofi 
Shadows of Coming Events. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sr. 

lone. A Poem in Four Parts. 

Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price $#. 

CORY (William). | 

A Guide to Modern Eng- | 

lish History. Pait I. MDCCCXV. 

—MDCCCXXX. DemySvo. Cloth, 
price i)s. 

Cosmos. 

A Poem. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 

3S. 6d. 

COURTNEY(W. L.). 

The Metaphysics of John 
Stuart Mill. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price sr. 6d, 

COWAN (Rev. William). 

Poems : Chiefly Sacred, in¬ 
cluding Translations from some 
Ancient Latin Hymns. Fcap. 8vo. * 
Cloth, price sf. 

COX (Rev. Sir Q. W.). Bart. 

A History of Greece from 
the Earliest Period to the end of the 
Persian War. New Edition, a vols. 
Demy 8vb. Cloth, price 36^. 

The Mythology of the 

Aryan Nations. New Edition. 2 
vols. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price aSr. 

A General History of Greece 
from the Earliest Period to the Death 
of Alexander the Great, with a sketch 
of the subsequent History to the 
present time. New Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price "js. 6(/. 

Tales of Ancient Greece. 

New Edition. S^all crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6r. 

School History of Greece. 

With Maps. New Edition. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6<f« 

The Great Persian War 
from the Histories of Herodotus. 
New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3#. 


cox (Rev. Sir G. W.), Bart.-rva-* 

tinned. 

A Manual of Mythology 

in the form of Question and Answer. 
New Edition. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3r. 

COX (Rev. Sir Q. W.), Bart., 
M.A., and EUSTACE H 1 N> 
TON JONES. 

Popular Romances of the 

Middle Ages. Second Edition in 
one volume. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price dr. 

COX (Rev. Samuel). 

Salvator Mundi; or, Is 
Christ the Saviour of all Men! Sixth 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sr. 
The Genesis of Evil, and 

other Sermons, mainly Expository. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6r. 
CRAUFURD (A. H.). 

Seeking for Light: Sermons. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5J. 
CRESSWELL (Mrs. O.). 

The King’s Banner. Drama 
in Four Acts.^ Five Illustrations. 
4to. Cloth, price tor. td. 
CROMPTON (Henry). 

Industrial Conciliation. 

Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price ar. ddl 
DANVERS (N. R.). 

The Suez Canal: Letters 

and Documents descriptive of its 
Rise and Progress in 18^-56. By 
Ferdinand de Lessep.s. Translated 
by. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price lor. 

Parted. A Tale of Clouds 

and Sunshine. With 4 Illustrations. 
Extra Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 3r. (id. 
Little Minnie's Troubles. 
An Every»day Chronicle. With Four 
Illustrations by^ W. H. Hughes. 
Fcap. Cloth, price yt. 6d. 

Pixie’s Adventures; or, the 
Tale of a Terrier. With 21 Illustra¬ 
tions. z6mo. Cloth, price 4;. 6</. 
Nanny’s Adventures; or, 
the Tale of a Goat. With 13 Illus- * 
trations. i6mo. Cloth, price 4;. (>d, 
DAVIDSON (Rev. Samuel), D.D.,.> 
LL.D. 

The NewTestament,trans¬ 
lated from the Latest Greek 
Text of Tlschendorf. A New and 
thoroughly Revised Edition. Post 
8va Cloth, price iM. 6d. 
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• DAVIDSON(Rev.Samue!),D.D., 

XAj.XS,— continued. 

Canon of the Bible : Its 
Formation, History, and Fluctua¬ 
tions. Second Edition. Small crown 
Svo. Cloth, price s». 

DAVIES (Q. Christopher). 

Mountain, Meadow, and 

Mere: a Series of Outdoor Sketches 
of Sport, Scenery, Adventures, and 
Natural History. With Sixteen 11 - 
lustrations by Bosworth W. Har- 
conrt Crown Svo. Cloth, price 6j. 
Rambles and Adventures 
of Our School Field Club. With 
Four Illustrations. Crown Svo. 
Cloth, price sr. 

DAVIES (Rtv. J. L.), M.A. 

Theology and' Morality. 

Essays on Questions of Belief and 
Practice. Crown Svo. Cloth, price 
7 r. W. 

DAVIES (T. Hart.). 

Catullus. Translated into 

English Verse. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price 6f. 

DAWSON (George), M.A. 

Prayers, with a Discourse 

on Prayer. Edited by his Wife. 
Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. Price 6r. 

Sermons on Disputed 
Points and Special Occasions. 
Edited by his Wife. Third Edition. 
Crown Svo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Sermons on Daily Life and 

Duty. Edited by his Wife. Second 
Edition. Crown Svo. Cloth, price 6s. 
DE L’HOSTE (Col. E. P.). 

The Desert Pastor, Jean 
Jarousseau. Translated from the 
French of Engine Pelletan. With a 
Frontispiece. New Edition. Fcap. 
Svo. Cloth, price 3J. 6d. 

DENNIS (J.). 

, English Sonnets. Collected 
and Arranged. Elegantly bound. 
Fcap. Svo. Cloth, pnee 3J. 6d. 

DE REDCLIFFE (Viscount 

• Stratford), P.C.,K.Q.,G.C.B, 
Why am I a Christian ? 

• Fifth Edition. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price 3x. 

DESPREZ (Philip s.). 

Daniel and John; or, the 

Apocalypse of the Old and that of 
the New Testament. Demy Svo. 
Cloth, price X2S. 


DE TOCQUEv 1 lLE(A.). 
Correspondence and Con, 
versations of, with Nassau Wil. 

DE VERf(Aubre^f' 

Legends of the Saxon 

oaints. Small crown 8vo. Cloth 
pnee 6s. * 

Alexander the Great. A 

Drastic Poem. Small crown Svo. 
L-loth, price %s. 

The Infant Bridal, and 
?*her Poems. A New and En- 
larged Edition. Fcap. Svo. Cloth 
price js. 6d. 

The Legends of St. Patrick, 

and <^her Poems. Small crown 
ovo. Cloth, pnee 5f. 

St. Thomas of Canterbuiy. 

fcap. Svo. 

Cloth, price 5^. 

Antar and Zara : an Kastern 
Romance. Inisfail, and other 
Poems, Meditative and Lyrical, 
reap. Svo. Price 6j. 

The Fall of Rora, the 
Sear^ after Proserpine, and 
other Poems, Meditative and Lyrical. 
Fcap. Svo. Price 6j. 

DOBSON (Austin). 

Vignettes in Rhyme and 
Vers de Societd. Third Edition, 
reap. Svo. Cloth, pricj%5f. 

Proverbs in Poreflain. By 

the Author of “ Vignettes in Rhyme.” 
Second Edition. Crown Svo. 6s. 
DOWDEN (Edward), LL.D. 
Shakspere: a Critical Study 
of his Mind and Art. Fourth Edition. 
Large post Svo. Cloth, price 12s. 

Studies in ^Literature, 1789- 

1877. Large post Svo. Cloth,priceiar. 
Poems. Second Edition, 
Fcap. Svo. Cloth, price ks. 
DOWNTON (Rev. H.), M.A. 
Hymns ar#d Verses. Ori. 

ginal and Translated. Small crown 
Svo. Cloth, price 35. 6d. 

DRAPER (J, W.), M.D., LL.D. 
History of the Conflict be¬ 
tween Religion and Science. 
Eleventh Edition. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price 5s. 

Volume X 11 r. of The International 
.Scientific Scries. 



10 


A lAst of 


DREW (Rev, C; S.), M.A. 
Scripture Lands in con¬ 
nection with their History. 
Second JSditio-n, fiva Cloth, price 
los. bd. 

Nazareth: Its Life and 
Lessons. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price sx. 

The Divine Kingdom on 
Barth as it is in Heaven. Svo. 
Cloth, price lox. (ni. 

The Son of Man : His Life 

and Ministry. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price ^s. fid, 

DREWRY(G. O.), M.D. 

The Common-Sense 
Management of the Stomach. 
Fifth Edition. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, 
price 2s. 6 d. 

DREWRY (Q. O.), M.D., and 
BARTLETT (H. C.), Ph.D., 
F.C.S. 

Cup and Platter: or, Notes 

on Food and its Effects. New and 
cheaper Edition. Small Svo. Cloth, 
price IX. 6 d, 

DRUMMOND (Miss). 

Tripps Buildings. A Study 
from Life, with Frontispiece. Small 
crown Svo. Cloth, price 3X. 6 d, 

DU MONCEL (Coiint). 

The Telephone, the Micro¬ 
phone,- and the Phonograph, 
with 74 Illustrations. Small crown 
Svo. Cloth, price 5X. 

DU RAND (Lady). 

Imitations from the Ger- 
max\; of Gpitta and Terstegen. 
Fcap. Svo. Cloth, price 4X. 

DU VERNOIS (Col. von Verdy). 

Studies in leading Troops. 

An authorized and accurate Trans¬ 
lation by Lieutenant H. I. T. 
Hildyard, 71st Foot. Parts 1. and 
11 . Demy Svo. Cloth, price 7X. 
EDEN (Frederic!). 

The Nile without a 
Dragoman. Second Edition. 
Crown Svo. Cloth, price 7X. 6 d. 
EDMONDS (Herbert). 

Well Spent Lives : a Series 
of Modem Biographies. Crown Svo. 
Price 5X. 


Educational Code of thf| 
Prussian Nation, in its Present 
Form. In accordance with the 
Decisions of the Common Provincial 
Law, and with those of Recent 
Legislation. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price 2X. 6 d, 

EDWARDS (Rev. Basil). 

Minor Chords; or, Songs 

for the Suffering: a Volume of 
Verse. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, price 
3X. 6 d ,; paper, price ax. 6 d. 
ELLIOT (Lady Charlotte). 
Medusa and other Poems. 
Crown Svo. Cloth, price 6x. 
ELLIOTT (Ebenezer), The Corn- 
Law Rhymer. 

Poems. Edited by his Son, 
the Rev. Edwin Elliott, of St. John^s, 
Antigua. 2 vols. Crown Svo. Cloth, 

E rice i8x. 

SDALE (Henry). 

Studies in Tennyson’s 

Idylls. Crown Svo. Cloth, price sx. 

Epic of Hades (The). 

l>y the author of “Songs of Two 
Worlds." Ninth and finally revised 
Edition. Fcap.Svo. Cloth,price7X.6</. 

Also an Illustrated Edition with 
seventeen full-page designs in photo- 
mezzotint by GiioR(.K R. Chapman. 
4to. Cloth, extra gill leaves,price 256. 
Bros Agonistes. 

Poems. By E. B. D. Fcap. Svo. 
Cloth, price 3X. 6 d. 

Essays on the Endowment 

of Research. 

By Various Writers. 

Square crown Svo. Cloth, price 
lox. 6 d. 

EVANS (Mark). 

The Gospel of Home Life. 

Crown Svo. Cloth, price 4X. 6 d. 

The Story of our Father’s 

Love, told to Children. Fourth 
and Cheaper Edition. Ayith Font 
Illustrations. Fcap. Svo. Cfoth, 
price IX. 6 d. 

A Book of Common Prayer 
and Worship for Household 
Use, compiled exclusively from the 
Holy Scriptures. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, 
price 2x. Cd. • 

The King’s Story Book. 

In three parts. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, 
price jx. 6d. each. 

P.'irt I., with four illnstration'^ 
and Picture Map, now ready. 



IX 


C. Kegan Paul <5r* Co.'s Publications. 


EX-ClVILIAN. 

Life in the Mofussil; or, 

Civilian Life in Lower Ben^. a 
vols. Large post 8vo. Price 14X. 
EYRE (Maj.-Gen. Sir V.)* C.B., 
K.C.S.l.,&c. 

Lays of a Knight-Errant 
in many Lands. Square crown 
8vo. With Six Illustrations. Cloth, 
prioe ^s. 6</. 

FARQUHARSON(M.). 

I. Elsie Dinsmore. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price sr. 6d. 

II. Elsie's Girlhood. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6d. 

III. Elsie’s Holidays at 
Roselands. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3^. 6d. 

PERRIS (Henry Weybridgc). 

Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 

price 5r. 

FIELD (Horace), B.A. Lond. 
The Ultimate Triumph of 
Christianity. Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3f. 6d. 

FINN (the late James), M.R.A.S. 
Stirring Times ; or, Records 

from Jerusalem Consular Chronicles 
of 1853 to 1856. Edited and Com- 
iled by his Widow. With a Preface 
y the Viscountcbs Stkanokoku. 
2 voU. Demy 8vo. Price 30^. 
FLEMING (James), D.D. 

Early Christian Witnesses; 

or, Testimonies of the First Cen¬ 
turies to the Truth of Christianity. 
Small crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3J. Ctf. 

Folkestone Ritual Case 

(The). The Argument,Proceedings, 
Judgment, and Report, revised by 
‘0 the several Counsel engaged. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 25s. 

FOOTMAN (Rev. H.), M.A. 

From Home and Back; or, 

Some Aspects of Sin as seen in the 
Light of the Parable of the Prodigal. 
Crown dvo. Cloth, price 5r. 
FOWLE (Rev. Edmund). 

Latin Primer Rules made 

Easy. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3,^. 


FOWLE (Rev. T. W.), M.A. 
The Reconiiliation of Re- 
lieion and Science. Being Essays 
en Immortality, Inspiration, Mlrr» 
cles, and the Being of Christ. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price* lof. 6d. 

The Divine Legation of 

Christ. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7^. 
FOX-BOURNE (H. R.). 

The Life of John Locke, 

1631—1704. 2 vols. Demy 8vo. 

Cloth, price aSx. 

FRASER (Donald). 

Exchange Tables of Ster¬ 
ling and Indian Rupee Cur. 
rency, upon a new ami extended sys¬ 
tem, embracing Values from One 
Farthing to One Hundred 'Fhousand 
Pounds, and at Rales progressing, in 
Sixteenths of a Penny, from is. 9^. to 
2S. 3d. per Rupee. Royal 8vo. 
Cloth, price lof. 

PRISWELL (J. Hain). 

The Better Self. Essays for 
Home Life. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6f. 

One of Two; or, A Left- 
Handed Bride. With a Frontis¬ 
piece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 35. 6d. 
FYTCHE (Lieut.-Gen. Albert), 
C.S.I., late Chief Commissioner of 
British Burma. 

Burma Past and Present, 

with Personal Reminiscences of the 
Country. With .Steel Fjgtraits, Chio- 
inoUthographs, Engiav*gsonWi>o<l, 
and Map. 2 vols. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3of, 

GAMBIER(Capt. J. W.). R.N. 
Servia. Crown 3 vo, Cloth, 
price 5J. • 

GARDNER (H,). 

Sunflower^. A Book of 
Verses. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 
GARDNER (J.), M.D. 
Longevity; The Means of 
Prolonging Life after Middle 
As.*- Fourtn Edition, Revised and 
Enlarged. Small crowu 8 vo. Cloth, 
price 4^. 

GARRETT (E.). 

By Still Waters. A Story 

for Quiet Hours. With Seven Illus¬ 
trations. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 
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GEBLER (Kart Von). 

Galileo Galilei and the 
Roman Curia, from Authentic 
Sources. 7 ’ra«slated with the sanc¬ 
tion of the Author, by Mrs. George 
Sturge. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price I as. 

GEDDES (James). 

History of the Administra¬ 
tion of John de Witt, Grand Pen¬ 
sionary of Holland. Vol. laidaj 
1654. Demy 8vo., with Poitrait. 
Cloth, price 15s. 

Q. H. T. 

Verses, mostly written in 
India. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 
GILBERT (Mrs.). 
Autobiography and other 
Memorials. Edited by Josiah 
Gilbert. Third Edition. With Por¬ 
trait and several Wood Engravings. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7s. 6</. 
GILL (Rev. W. W.), B.A. 
Myths and Songs from the 
South Pacific. With a Preface by 
F. Max Muller, M.A., Professor of 
Comparative Philology at Oxford. 
Post 8vo. Cloth, price 9s. 
GLOVER (F.), M.A. 

Exempla Latina. A First 
Construing Book with Short Notes, 
laixicon, and an Introduction to the 
Analysis of Sentences. Fcap. 8vo, 
Cloth, p^te as. 

GODWIN (William). 

William Godwin: His 

Friends and Contemporaries. 
With Portraits and Facsimdes of the 
handwriting'of Godwin and his Wife. 
By C. Kegan Paul. 2 vols. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 28s. 

The Genius bf Christianity 
Unveiled. Being Essays never 
before published. Edited, with a 
Preface, by C. Kegan Paul. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 7s. 6d. 

GOETZE (Capt. A. von). 
Operations of the German 
Engineers during the War of 
18^^-1871. Published by Authority, 
and in accordance with Official Docu¬ 
ments. Translated from the German 
by Colonel G. Graham, V.C., C.B., 
R.E. With 6 large Maps. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price air. 


GOLDIE (Lieut. M. H. O.) <» 

Hebe: a Tale. Fcap. 8vo, 
Cloth, price ss. 

GOLDSMID(SirFrancis Henry). 
Memoir of. With Portrait. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sr. 

GOODENOUGH (Commodore J. 
G.), R.N.,C.B.,C.M.G. 
MemoirofjWith Extractsfrom 
his Letters and Journals. Edited by 
his Widow. With Steel Engraved 
Portrait. Square 8vo. Cloth, 51. 

Also a Library Edition with 
Maps, Woodcuts, and Steel En¬ 
graved Portr^t. Square post 8vo. 
Cloth, price 14s. 

GOSSE (Edmund \/.). 

Studies the Literature of 
Northern Europe. Witha Frontis¬ 
piece designed and etched by Alma 
Tadema. Large post Svo. Cloth, 
price i2s. 

New Poems. Crown 8vo. 

Cloth, price 7s. 

GOULD (Rev. S. Baring), M.A. 

Germany, Present and Past. 

2 Vols. Demy 8 vo. Cloth, price 314. 

The Vicar of Morwenstow: 
a Memoir of the Rev. R. S. Hawker. 
With Portrait. Third Edition, re¬ 
vised. Square post 8vo. Cloth, lor. dd. 
GRANVILLE (A, B.), M.D., 

P.R.S.,&c. 

Autobiography of A. B. 
Granville, F. R. S.,&c. Edited, 
with a brief Account of the concluding 
Years of his Life, by his youngest 
Daughter, Paulina b. Granville, a 
vols. With a Portrait. Second Edi¬ 
tion. Demy 8va Cloth, price 32^. 
GREY (John), of Dllaton. 

John Grey (of Dilston): 
Memoirs. By Joswhme E. Butler 
New and Revised Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6d. 
GRIFFITH (Rev. T.). A.M. 
Studies of the Divine Mas¬ 
ter. Demy 8vo. Goth, price t2S. 
GRIFFITHS (Capt. Arthur). 
Memorials of Millbank,and 
Chaptem in Prison History. 
With Illustrations W R. Goff and 
the Author. 3 vols. PostSm'* Cloth, 
price ate. 
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GRIMLEY (Rev. H. N.). M.A. 
Tremadoc Sermons, chiefly 
on the Spiritual Body, the Unseen 
World, and the Divine Humanity. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6r. 

GRUNER(M. L.). 

Studies of Blast Furnace 
Phenomena. Translated by L. D. 
B. Gordon, F.R.S.E., F.G.S. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 7s. td. 
GURNEY (Rev. Archer). 

Words of Faith and Cheer. 

A Mission of Instruction and Sugges¬ 
tion. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price dr. 
Gwen: A l^rama in Mono¬ 
logue. By the Author the Epic 
of Hades." Second Edition. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price ss, 

HAECKEL (Prof. ErnstX 

The Histo^ of Creation. 

Translation revised by Professor £. 
Ray Lankester, M.A., F.R.S. With 
Coloured Plates and Genealoncal 
Trees of the various groups of both 
plants and animals. 2 vols. Second 
Edition. Post 8vo. Cloth, price 32^. 

The History of the Evolu¬ 
tion of Man. With numerous Il¬ 
lustrations. 3 vols. Large post 8 vo. 
Cloth, price 32.r. 

Freedom in Science and 
Teaching. From the German of 
Ernst Haeckel, with a Prefatory 
Note by T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 
HAKE (A. Egmont). 

Paris Originals, with twenty 
etchings, by Leon Kicheton. Large 
post Svo. Cloth, price 14^. 
Halleck’s International 

Law; or, Rules Regulating the 
Intercourse of States in Peace and 
War. A*New Edition, revised, with 
Notes and Cases. By Sir Sherston 
Baker, Bart. 2 vols. Demy Svo. 
Cloth, price 38^. 

HARCOURT (Capt. A. P. P.). 

The Shakespeare Argosy. 

•Containing much of the wealth of 
Shakespeare's Wisdom and Wit, 
alphabetically arrai^ed and classi¬ 
fied. Crown Svo. Cloth, price 6s. 
Hardy (Thomas). 

• A Pair of Blue Eyes. New 
Edition. With Frontispiece. Crown 
Svo. Cloth, price 6s. 


Co.’s Publications. 


HARDY (Thomas)— 

The Return of the Native. 

New Edition. Wflh Frontispiece. 
Crown Svo. Cloth, price 
HARRISON (Lieut.-Col. R.). 
The Officer’s Memoran¬ 
dum Book for Peace and War. 
Second Edition. Oblong 32mo. 
roan, elastic band and pencil, price 
3S. 6d. \ russia, 5;. 
HAWEIS(Rev. H. R.). M.A. 
Arrows in the Air. Crown 

8vo. Second Edition. Cloth, price 6r. 

Current Coin. Materialism— 

The Devil—Crime—Drunkenness— 
Pauperism—Emotion—Recreation— 
The Sabbath. Third Edition. Crown 
Svo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Speech in Season. Fourth 
Edition. Crown Svo. Cloth, price 9s. 
Thoughts for the Times. 
Eleventh Edition. Crown Svo. Cfoth, 
price 7s. 6d. 

Unsectarian Family 
Prayers. New and ChcaiierEditioii. 
Ecap. Svo. Cloth, price ij. 6d. 

HAWKER (Robert Stephen), 

The Poetical Works of. 

Now fir.st collected and arranged 
with a prefatory notice by J. G. 
Godwin. With Portrait, ^owii Svo. 
Cloth, price i2X. 

HELLWALD (Baron F. von). 
The Russians in Central 
Asia. A Critical Examination, 
down to the present time, of the 
Geography and History of Central 
Asia. Translated by Lieut.-Col. 
Theodore Wiigmdn, LL.B. Large 
post Svo. With Map. Cloth, 
price i2.r. 

HELVIG (Major H.). 

The Operations of the Ba¬ 
varian Army ^orpa. Transl.ated 
by Captain G. S. Schwabe. With 
Five large Maps. In 2 vols. Demy 
Svo. Cloth, price 245. 

Tactical Examples: Vol. I. 

The Battalion, price 15;. Vol. II. The 
Regiment and Brigade, price lor. 6d, 
Translated from the German by Col. 
Sir Lumley Graham. Withnumercus 
Diagrams. Demy Svo. Cloth. 
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HERFORD (Brooke). 

The Story of Religion in 
England. A Hook for Young Folk. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 54-. 

HEWLETT (Henry G.). 

A Sheaf of Verse, Fcap. 

8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6f/. 

HINTON (James). 

Life and Letters of. Edited 

by Rllicc Hopkins, with .in Introduc¬ 
tion by Sir W. W. (lull, Bart., and 
Portrait engraved on Steel by C. H. 
Jeens. Second Kdition. Crown 8vo. 
('loth, 8r. 

Chapters on the Art of 
Thinking, and other Essays. 
With an Inlroiluclion by Shadworth 
lliMlgson. Edited by C. H. Hinton. 
Oown 8vo. Cloth, price 6r/. 

The Place of the Physician. 

To which is added Essays on thk 
Law of Human Liff., and on thr 
Relation between Organic and 
Inorganic Worlds. Second Edi¬ 
tion. Oown 8vo. Cloth, price 3^. td. 

Physiology for Practical 

Use. Hy various Writers. With 50 
Illustrations, avols. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price X2S. 6a?. 

An AtV^s of Diseases of the 
Membrana Tympani. With De¬ 
scriptive Text. PostSvo. Price;^66f. 

The Questions of Aural 

Surgery. With Illustrations, svols. 
Post 8vo. (Tlloth, price i2r. 6 d, 

The Mystery of Pain. 
New Edition, Ecap. 8vo. Cloth 
limp, \s. 

HOCKLEY (W. B.y 

Tales of the Zenana; or, 

A Nuwab’s Leisure Hours. By the 
Author of “ Panduring Hari.” With 
a Preface by Lord Stanley of Alder- 
Icy. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 2IX. 

Pandurang Hari; or, Me- 

moirs of a Hindoo. A Tale of 
Mahratta Life sixty years ago. With 
a Preface by Sir H. Hartle E. 
Frere, G. C. S. I., &c. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth 
price 6^. 


, HOFFBAUER (Capt). 

The German Artillery in 

the Battles near Metz. Based 
on the offici.il reports of the German 
Artillery. Translated by Capt. E. 
O. Hollist. With Map and PbnA. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price 2ir. 

HOLMES (E. G. A.). 

Poems. First and Second Se- 

rics. Fcap.Svo. Cloth, prices^.each. 
HOLROYD (Major W. R. M.). 
Tas-hil ul Kalam; or, 
Hindustani made Easy. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price $s. > 

HOOPER (Mary). 

Little Dinners: How to 
Serve them with Elegance and 
Economy. Thirteenth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5J. 

Cookery for Invalids, Per- 
sons of Delicate Digestion, and 
Children. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 

3 ^. 

Every-Day Meals. Being 

Economical and Wholesome Recipes 
for Breakfast, Luncheon, and Sup¬ 
per. Second Edition. (}rown 8vo. 
j Cloth, price 5^, 

HOOPER (Mrs. G.). 

The House of Raby. With 

a Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3f. 6<^. 

HOPKINS (Ellice). 

Life and Letters of James 
Hinton, with an Introduction by Sir 
W. W. Gull, Bart., and Portrait en- 
raved on Steel by C. H. Jeens. 
ccond Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth 
price 8r. 6rf. « 

HOPKINS (M.). 

The Port of Refuge; or, 
Counsel and Aid to Shipmasters tn^ 
Difficulty, Doubt, or Distress. Crown 
8vo. Second and Revised Edition; 
Cloth, price 6s. 

HORNE (William), M.A.- 

Reason and Revelation : 

an Examination into the Nature and 
Contents of Scripture Revelation, as 
compared with other Forms of Truth. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price i2f. 
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HORNER (The Misses). 

Walks in Florence. A New 

and thoroughly Revised Edition. _ 9 
vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth limp. With 
Illustrations. 

Vol. I.—Churches, Streets, and 
Palaces, lor. td. Vol. II.—Public 
Galleries and Museums. 5r. 
HOWELL (James). 

A Tale of the Sea, Son- 
nets* and other Poems. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

HUGHES (Allison). 

Penelope and other Poems. 
Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 4s. 6d. 
HULL (Editwnd C. P.). 

The European fin India. 
With a Mkdical Guide for Angi.o- 
Indians. By R. R. S. Mair, M.D., 
F.K.C.S.E. Third Edition, Revised 
and Corrected. Post 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. 

HUTCHISON (Lieut.-Col. F. J.), 
and Capt.G. H. MACGREGOR. 
Military Sketching and Re¬ 
connaissance. With Fifteen Plates. 
Small 8vo. Cloth, price 6r. 

The first Volume of M ilitary H ^d- 
booksforRegimcntal Officers. Edited 
by Lieut.-Col.C. B. Brackentiury, 
R.A., A.A.G. 

HUTTON (Arthur), M.A. 

The Anglican Ministry. Its 

Nature anti Value in relation to the 
Catholic iVicsthood. With a IVo- 
face by his P'.mineiice Cardinal New¬ 
man. DcmySvo. Cloth, price 144. 

HUXLEY (Prof.) 

The Crayfish: An Intro¬ 
duction to the .Study of Zoology. 
With Eighty-two 1 llustration>>. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 s. 

• Vohpne XXVIII. of the Interna¬ 
tional Scientific Scientific Series. 
INCHBOLD(J. W.). 

Annus Amoris. Sonnets. 

* Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 4s. 6d. 
INGELOW (Jean), 

’ Off the Skelligs. A Novel. 

With Frontispiece. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 j. 

The Little Wonder-horn. 
A Second Series of ** Stories Told to 
aChild." With Fifteen Illustrations. 
Small 8vo. Cloth, price is. 6d. 


Indian Bishoprics. By an 

Indian Churchman. Demy 8vo. 6 d. • 

Internationa!! Scientific 
Series (The). 

I. Forms of Water: A Fami¬ 
liar Exposition of the Origin and 
Phenomena of Glaciers. By J. 
Tyndall, LL.D., F.R.S. With 25 
Illustrations. Seventh Edition.Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 55. 

II. Physics and Politics; or, 
Thoughts on the Application of the 
Principles of “ Natural Selection” 
and “Inheritance” to Political So¬ 
ciety. By Walter Bagehot. Fourth 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 4f. 

III. Foods. By Edward Smith, 
M.D., &c. With numerous Illus¬ 
trations. Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sf. 

IV. Mind and Body: The Theo¬ 
ries of their Relation. By Alexander 
Bain, LL.D. With Four Illustra¬ 
tions. Six.th Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 4f. 

V. The Study of Sociolo|:y. 
By Herbert Spencer. Seventh Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sf. 

VI. On the Conservation of 
Energy. By Balfour Stew.art, 
LTi.l)., he. With 14 Illustrations. 
Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5s. 

VII. Animal Locomotion; or. 

Walking, Swimming, and Flying. 
By J. 1 >. Pettigrew, With 

130 Illustrations. Secifid Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sr. 

VIII. Responsibility in Mental 

Disease. By Henry Maudsley, 
M. D. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 5s. • ., 

IX. The New Chemistry. By 
Professor J. P. Cjpokc. With 31 Illus¬ 
trations. Fourth^dition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sr. 

X. The Science of Law. By 
Prof. Sheldon Amos. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sx. 

XI. Anima*# Mechanism, A 
Treatise on Terrestrial and Aerial 
I.ocomotion. By Prof. E. J. Marey. 
With 117 Illustrations. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price gf. 
XIL The Doctrine of Descent 
and Darwinism. By Prof. Oscar 
Schmidt. With 26 Illustrations. 
Third Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price gx. 
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« Series (The)— continued, 

XIII. The History of the Con* 
flict between Religion and Sci> 
ence. I’y J. W. Draper, M.D., 
LL.D. Eleventh Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price sf 

XIV. Fungi; their Nature, In¬ 
fluences, Uses, &c. By M. C. 
Cooke, LL.D. Edited by the Rev. 
M. J. Berkeley, F.L.S. With nume¬ 
rous Illustrations. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 

Xy. The Chemical Effects of 
Light and Photography. By Dr 
Hermann Vogel. With 100 Illustra¬ 
tions. Third and Revised Edition. 
Crown 8 vo. Cloth, price sr 

XVI. The Life and Growth of 
Language. By Prof. William 
Dwi^t Whitney. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 55. 

XVII. Money and the Mecha¬ 
nism of Exchange. By W. Stan¬ 
ley Jevons, F.R.S. Fourth Edition. 
Crown 8 vo. Cloth, price sf. 

Xyill. The Nature of Light: 
With a General Account of Physical 
Optics. By Dr. Eugene Lommel. 
With 188 Illustrations and a table of 
Spectra in^ Chromo - lithography. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5s. 

XIX. Animal Parasites and 
Messmates. By M. Van Beneden. 
With 83 Illustrations. Second Edi¬ 
tion. Cro^ 8vo. Cloth, price 5J. 

XX. Fermentation. By Prof. 
Schutzenberger. With 28 Illustra¬ 
tions. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 5r. 

XXI. The Five Senses of Man. 
By Prot Berftstein. With qi Illus¬ 
trations. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price m. 

XXII. The TheoTy of Sound in 
its Relation to Music. By Prof. 
Pietro Blaserna. With numerous 
Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

XXIII. Studies in Spectrum 
Analysis. By J. NIrman Lockyer. 
F.R.S. With SIX photographic Il¬ 
lustrations of Spectra, and numerous 
engravings on wood. Crown 8vo. 
Second Edition. Cloth, price 6r. M. 

XXIV. A History of the Growth 
of the Steam Engine. By Prof. 
R. H. Thurston. With numerous 
Illustrations. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 6r. 6 ii. 


International Scientific 
Series (The)— continued. 

XXV. Education as a Science. 
By Alexander Bain, LL.D. Third 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

XXVI. The Human Species. 
By Prof. A. de Quatrefages. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 
XXVII. Modern Chromatics. 
With Applications to Art and Indus¬ 
try, by Ogden N. Rood. With 130 
origin.al IlhiMrations. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sr. 

XXyill. The Crayfish : an Intro¬ 
duction to the Study of Zoology. By 
Prof.'I'. H. Iluxl^. jWith eighty- 
two lllustrationk. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. ** 

Forthcoming Volumes^ 

Prof. W- Kingdon Clifford, M.A. 
The First Principles of the Exact 
Sciences explained to the Non-ma- 
thematical. 

W. B. Carpkntrr, LL.D., F.R.S. 
The Physical Geography of the Sea. 
Sir John Lubbock, Bart., F.R.S. 
On Ants and Bees. 

Prof. W. T. Thisblton Dyer, B, A., 
B.Sc. Form and Habit in Flowering 
Plants. 

Prof. Michael Foster, M.D. Pro¬ 
toplasm and the Cell Theory. 

H. Charlton Bastian, M.D., 
F.R.S. The Brain as an Organ of 
Mind. 

Prof. A. C. Ramsay, T.L.D., F.R.S. 
Earth Sculpture: Hills, Valleys, 
Mountains, Plains, Rivers, Lakes; 
how they were Produced, and how 
they have been Destroyed. 

P. Bert (Professor of Physiology, 
Paris). Forms of Life and other 
Cosmical Conditions. < , 

llie Rev. A Sbcchi, D.J., late 
Director of the Observatory at Rome. 
The Stars. 

Prof. J. Rosenthal, of the Univer¬ 
sity ofErlangen. General Physiology 
of Muscles and Nerves. 

Francis Galton, F.R.S. Psycho- 
metry. 

J. W. Judd, F.R.S. The Laws of 
Volcanic Action. 

Prof. F. N. Balfour. The Em¬ 
bryonic Phases of Animal Life, 
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*International Scientific 
Series (The)— continued, 

J. Luys, Physician to the H(»pice 
de la Salp^tricre. The Brain and its 
Functions. With Illustrations. 

Dr. Carl Sbmprr. Animals and 
their Conditions of Existence. 

Prof. WuRTZ. Atoms and the 
Atomic Theory. 

Grorge J. Romanes, F.L.S. Ani¬ 
mal Intelligence. 

Alfred W. Bennett. A Hand¬ 
book of Cryptogamic Botany. 


JACKSON (T. Q.). 

Modern Gothic Architec¬ 
ture. Crowij 8vo. Cloth, price ge. 


JACOB (Maj.-Gen. 'Sir G. Le 
Grand), K.C.S.I., C.B. 
Western India before and 


during the Mutinies. Pictures 
drawn from life. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7s. td. 


JENKINS (Rev. Canon). 

The Girdle Legendof Prato. 

Small rrown 8vo. Cloth, price zs. 


JENKINS (E.) and RAYMOND 

GO. Esqs. 

A Legal Handbook for 
Architects, Builders, and Build¬ 
ing Owners. Second Edition Re¬ 
vised. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 61. 


JENKINS (Rev. R. C.), M.A. 
The Privilege of Peter and 
the Claims of the Roman Church 
confronted with the Scriptures, the 
Councils, and the Testimony of the 
Popes themselves. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price td. 

JENNINGS (Mrs. Vaughan). 
Rahel: Her Life and Let¬ 
ters. With a Portrait from the 
'« Rainting by Dalhnger. Square post 
8vo. Cloth, price 7^. 

Jeroveam’s Wife and other 
Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 
3 *. (id, 

4^0NS (W. Stanley), M.A., 

Money and the Mechanism 

of Exchange. Fourth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5#. 

* VolumeXVII. of The International 
Scientific Series. 


JOEL(L.). 

A Consurs Manual and 

Shipowner's and Shipmaster’s Prac¬ 
tical Guide in their Transactions 
Abroad. With Dcfmitionsof Nauti¬ 
cal, Mercantile, and l.egal 'I’crms; 
a (Glossary of Mercantile Terms in 
Knglish, French. German, Italian, 
and Spanish. Table.s of the Monty, 
Weights, and Measures of the Prin¬ 
cipal Coiiiincrcial Nations and their 
lupiivalents in British Standards; 
and Forms of Consular .md Notarial 
Acts Demy 8vo. Cloth, price 
JOHNSTONE (C. F.), M.A. 
Historical Abstracts. Being 

Outlines of the History of some of 
the less-known States of Kuropc. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7J. td. 
JONES (Lucy). 

Puddings and Sweets. Being 
Three Hundred and Sixty-Five 
Receipts approved by Experience. 
Crown 8vo., price aj. td, 

JOYCE (P. W.), LL.D., &c. 

Old Celtic Romances. 

'rrarislatcd from the G.aelic by. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7s. (id. 

KAUFMANN (Rev. M.), B.A. 

Utopias; or, Schemes of 

Social Improvement, from Sir 
Thomas More to Karl Marx. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price sr. 

Socialism: Its Nature, its 

Dangers, and its Rei^dies con¬ 
sidered. Crown 8vo. Cloth,pricc js.td. 
KAY (Joseph), M.A., Q.C. 

Free Trade in Land. 

Edited by his Widow. With IVeface 
by the Right Hon. John Bright, 
M. P. Thu-d Edition. CroWn 8vo. 
Cloth, price $s. 

K£R (David). » 

The Boy Slave in Bokhara. 
ATaleofCentralAsia. With Illustra¬ 
tions. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3*. 6d. 

The Wild Horseman of 

the Pampas. Illustrated. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, prfce 3^. 6d. 
KEENER (Dr. A.), Professor of 
Botany in the university of 
Innsbruck. 

Flowers and theirUnbidden 

Guests. Translation edited by W. 
Oglb, M A., M.D., and a prefatory 
letter by C. Darwin, F.R.S. With 11 - 
lustration',. Sq.Svo. Cloth, price 9^. 
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KIDD (Joseph), M.D. 

• The Laws of Therapeutics, 

or, the Science and Art of Medicine. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6f. 
KINAHAN(Q. Henry),M.R.X.A., 
&c., of her Majesty’s Geological 
Survey. 

Manual of the Geology of 


Ireland.’ With 8 Plates, 26 Wood- 
cuts, and a Map of Ireland, geologi¬ 
cally coloured. Square 8vo. Cloth, 
price i5f. 


KINO (Alice). 

A Cluster of Lives. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price fs. (id. 

KING (Mrs. Hamilton). 

The Disciples. A Poem. 

Third Edition, with some Notes. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price ^s. 6d. 
Aspromonte, and other 
Poems. Second Edition. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price 4^. 6 d, 
KINGSLEY (Charles), M.A. 
Letters and Memories of 
his Life. Edited by his Wifb. 
With 2 Steel engraved Portraits and 
numerous Illustrations on Wood, and 
a Facsimile of his Handwriting. 
Thirteenth Edition. 2 vols. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 36^. 

%• Also a Cabinet Edition in 2 
vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price i2f. 

All Saints* Day and other 


Sermons. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Clota, •js. (id. 

True Words for Brave 
Men: a Book for ^Idiers' and 
Sailors' Libraries. Fifth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price zs. td. 
KN 1 QH,T (Af'P. C.). 

Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 

price 5x. v 

KNIGHT (Professor W.). 
Studies in Philosophy and 
Literature. Large post 8vo. Cloth, 
price 7f. 6 d. 

LACORDAIRE (Rev. P^re). 
Life: Conferences delivered 
at Toulouse. A New and Cheaper 
Edition. CrownSvo. Cloth,price3r.6(f. 


Lady of Lipari (The). 

A Poem in Three Cantos. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price $s. 
LAIRD-CLOWES (W.). 

Love’s Rebellion: a Poem. 

Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6 d. 


LAMONT (Martha MacDonald). 
The Gladiator: A Life under 
the Roman Empire in the beginning 
of the Third Century. With four 
Illustrations by H. M. Paget. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price ^s. td, 
LAYMANN (Capt.). 

The Frontal Attack of 
Infantry. Translated by Colonel 
Edward Newdigate. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price is. 

LEANDER (Richard). 

Fantastic Stories. Trans¬ 
lated from the German by Paulina 
B. Granville. With Eight full-page 
Illustrations by M. E. Fraser-Tytlcr. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, pnee sr. 

LEE (Rev. F. Q.), D.C.L. 

The Other World; or, 

Glimpses of the Supernatural. 2 vols. 
A New Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price xsr. 

LEE (Holme). 

Her Title of Honour. A 

Book for Girls. New Edition. With 
a Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5*. 

LENOIR (J.). 

Fayoum; or, Artists in Egypt. 
A Tour with M. G^rome and otners. 
With 13 Illustrations. A New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3#. td. 

LEWIS (Edward Dillon). 

A Draft Code of Criminal 
Law and Procedure. DemySvo. 
Cloth, price 2if. 

LEWIS (Mary A.). 

A Rat with Three Tales. 

With Four Illustrations by Catherine. 
F.Frere. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price s-i. 
LINDSAY(W. Lauder), M.D.,&c. 
Mind in the Lower Animals 
in Health and Disease. 2 vols. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price 32^. 
LOCKER (F.). 

London Lyrics. A New and 
Revised Edition, with Additioiu and 
a Portrait of the Author. Crown 8vo. 
(^loth, elegant, price ts. 

Also, a Cheaper Edition. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price 2s, td. 
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LOCKYER 0 - Norman), F.R.S. 
Studies in Spectrum Ana¬ 
lysis ; with six photographic illus- 
trations of Spectra, and numerous 
engravings on wood. Second Edi¬ 
tion. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 6d. 

Vol. XXIII. of The Internatidnal 
Scientific Series. 

LOMMEL (Dr. B.). 

The Nature of Light: With 

a General Account of Physical Optics. 
Second Edition. With i88 lllustia* 
tions and a Table of Spectra in 
Chromo-lithography. Second Edi¬ 
tion. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5f. 

Volume 3 ^VIII. of The Interna¬ 
tional Scientific Series^ 
LONSDALE (Margaret). 

Sister Dora. A Biography, 

with Portrait engraved on steel by 
C. If jeens, and one illustration. 
I'welfth edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. 

LORIMER (Peter), D.D. 

John Knox and the Church 

ofEn^land: His Workin her Pulpit, 
and his Influence upon her Liturgy, 
Articles, and Piirties. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price I3X. 

John Wiclif and his 
English Precursors, by Gerhard 
Victor Lechler. Translated from 
the German, with additional Notes. 
3 vols. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price 3i.r. 
LOTHIAN (Roxburghe). 

Dante and Beatrice from 

xaSa to fago. A Romance, a vols. 
Post 8vo. Cloth, price 24s. 
LOWNDES (Hen^). 

Poems and Translations. 

Crown 8vo. tHoth, price 6.r. 

LUCAS (Alice). 

» ^Translations from the 
Works of German Poets of the 
x8th and xgth Centuries. Fcap. 

. 8vo. Cloth, price ss. 

MAC CLINTOCK (L.}. 

Sir Spangle and the Dingy 
Hen. Illustrated. Square crown 
^ 8vo., price 2S. 6d, 

MACDONALD (O.). 

Malcolm. With Portrait of 
the Author engraved on Steel. Fourth 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Price 6s. 
The Marquis of Lossie. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
• price 6s. 
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MACDONALD (Q.y-continutd. 

St. George an^ St. Michael. 

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth,6r. 
MACKENNA (S. J.). 

Plucky Fellows. A Book 

for Boys. _ With Six Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 35. 6d. 

At School with an Old 

Dragoon. With Six Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5^. 

M ACLACHLAN(A. N. C.), M.A. 

William Augustus, Duke 

of Cumberland: being a Sketch of 
his Military Life and Character, 
chiefly as exhibited in the General 
Orders of His Royal Highness, 
1745—1747. With Illustrations. Post 
8vo. Cloth, price tsri 
MACLACHLAN (Mrs.). 

Notes and Extracts on 
Everlasting Punishment and 
Eternal Life, according to 
Literal Interpretation. Small 
crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6d. 
MACNAUGHT (Rev. John). 
Coena Domini: An Essay 
on the Ivord's Supper, its Primi¬ 
tive Institution, Apostolic Uses, 
and Subsequent History, Demy 
8vo, Cloth, price 14s. 
MAGNUSSON (Eirikr), M.A., 
and PALMER(£.h 9 , M.A. 
Johan Ludvig Runeberg’s 
Lyrical Songs, Idylls and Epi¬ 
grams. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 
MAIR (R. S.), M.D* F.R.C.S.E. 
The Medical Guide for 
Anglo-Indians. Being a Compen¬ 
dium of Advice to Europeans in 
India, relating to the Preservation 
and Regulation of Health. With a 
Supplement on the Management of 
Children in India. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Limp cloth, price 3f. 6<f. 
MALDEN(E^. E. and E. E.) 

Princes and Princesses. 

Illustrated. Small crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 2S. 6d. 

MANNING (His Eminence Car¬ 
dinal). 

Essays on Religion and 
Literature. By various Writers. 
Third Series. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
, price JOS. 6d. 
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MANNING (His Eminence Car- 
•« 6in&l)—coniinued. 

The Indepc^pdence of the 

Holy See, with an Appendix con¬ 
taining Papal Allocution and a 
translation. Cr. 8vo. Cloth, price sx. 

The True Story of the 
Vatican Council. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sf. 

MAREY (E. J.). 

Animal Mechanics. A 

Treatise on Tenestrial and Aerial 
Locomotion. With 117 Illustrations. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5x. 

Volume XI. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

MARKHAM (Copt. Albert Hast¬ 
ings), R.N. 

The Great Frozen Sea. A 

Personal Narrative of the Voyage of 
the “Alert” during the Arctic Ex¬ 
pedition of 1875*6. With six full- 
page Illustrations, two Maps, .and 
twenty-seven Woodcuts. Fourth 
and cheaper edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6s. 

MARRIOTT (M^J.-Oen. W. F.), 
C.S.l. 

A Grammar of Political 
Economy. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. 

Master Bobby : a Tale. By 
the Author of "Christina North.” 
With Illustrations by E. H. Bell. 
Extra fcap| 3 vo. Cloth, price 3X.6</. 
MASTERMAN (J.). 
Half-a-dozen Daughters. 
With a Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3X. 6</. 

MAUD^LEV (Dr. H.). 
Responsibility in Mental 
Disease. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 

Volume VIII. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

MAUQHAN (W. C.). 

The Alps of Arabia; or, 

Travels through Egypt, Sinai, Ara¬ 
bia, and the Holy With Map. 
Second Edition. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price sx. 

MEREDITH (George). 

The Egoist. AComedyinNar- 

rative. 3 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth. 

The Ordeal of Richard Fe- 
verel. A Histo^ of Father and Son. 
In one vol. with Frontispiece. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 6x. 


MERRITT (Henry). 

Art - Criticism and Ro¬ 
mance. With Recollections, and 
Twenty-three Illustrations in eati~ 
forUy by Anna Lea Merritt. Two 
Cloth, 2SX. 

MICKLETHWAITE (I. T.). 
F.S.A. 

Modern Parish Churches; 

Their Plan, Design, and Furniture. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 7x. 6 d. 
MIDDLETON (The LaSy). 
Ballads. Square i6mo. Cloth, 

price 3x. 6 d. 

MILLER (Edward). 

The History and Doctrines 

of Irvingism; or, thoBo-called Ca- 
tholic and Apostolic Church. 9 vols. 
Large post 8vo. Cloth, price 25X. 

The Church in Relation to 
the State. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 
^s. 6if. 

MILLER (Robert). 

The Romance of Love. 

Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 
MILNE (James). 

Tables of Exchange for the 
Conversion of Sterling Money into 
Indian and Ceylon Currency, at 
Rates from ix. Sd. to ax. ^a. per 
Rupee. Second Edition. Demy 
8 vo. Cloth, price ax. 

MIVART (St. George), F.R.S. 

Contemporary Evolution: 

An Essay on some recent Social 
Chm^es. Post 8vo. Cloth, price 

MOCKLER (E.). 

A Grammar of the Baloo- 

chee Language, as it is spoken in 
Makran (Ancient Gedrosia), in the 
Persia-Arabic and Roman characters. 
Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price sx. 
MOFFAT (Robert Scott). 

The Economyof Consump¬ 
tion; an Omitted Chapter in Political 
Economy,^ with special reference to 
the Questions of Commercial Crises 
and the Policy of Trades Unions; and 
with Reviews oflhe Theories of Adam 
Smith, Ricardo, J. S. Mill, Fawcett, 
&c. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price i8x. 

The Principles of a Time 

Policy: being an Exposition of a 
Method of Settling Disputes between 
Ei^loyers and Employed in regard 
to Time and Wages, by a simple Pro¬ 
cess of Mercantile Barter, without 
recourse to Strikes or Locks-out. 
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MOFFAT (Robert Scott)->-t‘<»«- 
tinued. 

Reprinted from ''The Economy of 
Consumptidn," with a Preface and 
Appendix containing Observations on 
some Reviews of that book, and a Re* 
criticism of the Theories of Ricardo 
and J. S. Mill on Rent, Value, and 
Cost of ^ Production. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price jr. fid, 

MOLTKE (Field-Marshal Von). 

Letters from Russia. 

Translated by Robina Napier. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Notes of Travel. Being Ex¬ 
tracts from the Journals of. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Monmoutii: A Drama, of which 

the Outline is Histord:aI. Dedicated 
by permission to Mr. Henry Irving. 
Small crown 8vo. Clotli, price sr. 
MORE (R. Jasper). 

Under the Balkans. Notes 
of a Visit to the District of Phillp- 
popolis in 1876. With a Map and 
Illustrations from Photographs. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6r. 

MORBLL (J. R.). 

Euclid Simplified in Me¬ 
thod and Language. Being a 
Manual of Geometry. Compiled from 
the most important French Works, 
approved by the University of Paris 
and the Minister of Public Instruc¬ 
tion. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 2s. 6d. 
MORICE (Rev. F. D.), M.A. 
The Olympian and Pythian 
Odes of Pindar. A New Transla¬ 
tion in English Verse. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 7S. 6d. 

MORSE (B. S.), Ph.D. 

First Book of Zoology. 

With numerous Illustrations. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price $s. 
^MOR^BAD (E. D. A.) 

The Agamemnon of .^s- 
chylus. Translated into English 
verse. With an Introductory Essay. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price ss. 
MORTERRA (Felix). 

^ The Legend of Allandale, 
and other Poems. Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6s. 

MU 80 RAVE (Anthony). 
Stiidies in Political Eco¬ 
nomy. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6x. 


NAAKE (J. T.^. 

Slavonic Fairy Tales# 

From Russian, Servian, Polish, and 
Bohemian Sources. With Four Illus¬ 
trations. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5X. 
NEV/MAN (J. H.), D.D. 
Characteristics from the 

Writings of. Being Selections 
from his various Works. Arranged 
with the Author’s personal approval. 
Third Edition. With Portrait. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6x. 

A Portrait of the Rev. Dr. J. H. 
Newman, mounted for framing, can 
be had. price 2s. 6d. 

NICHOLAS (Thomas), Ph.D., 
F.Q.S. 

The Pedigreeofthe English 
People: an Argument, Historical 
and Scientific, on the Formation and 
Growth of the Nation, tracing Race- 
admixture in Britain from the earliest 
times, with especial reference to the 
incorporation of the Celtic Abori¬ 
gines. Fifth Edition. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price i6x. 

NICHOLSON (Edward Byron). 

The Christ Child, and other 

Poems. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 
4s. 6d. 

The Rights of an Animal. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3J. 6d, 
The Gospel according to 

the Hebrews. Its Fragments trans¬ 
lated and annotated, «^h a critical 
AnalyMs of the Externamnd I nterna! 
Evidence relating toil. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price 9X. 6d. 

NICOLS (Arthur), F.G.S., 
F.R.G.S. 

Chapters from the Physical 

History of the Earth. An Introduc¬ 
tion to Geologv and Pala;:ontology, 
with numerous illustrations. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

NOAKE (Major R. Compton). 
The Bivouac; or, Martial 
Lyrist, with an Appendix—Advice to 
the Soldier. Fcap. 8vo. Prices*. 6<f. 
NORMAN P&OPLE (The). 

The Norman People, and 
their Existing Descendants in the 
British Dominions and the United 
States of America. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price 21s. 

NORRIS (Rev. Alfred). 

The Inner and Outer Life 

Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 6 s. 
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Notes on Cavalry Tactics, 
Organization, &c» By a Cavalry 
•) Oincer. With Diagrams. DemySvo. 
Cloth, price lar. 

Nuces: Esfercises on the 
Syntax of the Public School 
Latin Primer. New Edition in 
Three Parts. Crown 8vo. Each ir. 

*** The Three Parts can also be 
had bound together in cloth, price 3^. 
O’BRIEN (Charlotte Q.). 

Light and Shade. 2 vols. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, gilt tops, price 

t2r. 

O'MEARA (Kathleen). 

Frederic Ozanam, Professor 
of the Sorbonne; His Life and 
Works. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 7^. td. 

Oriental Sporting Magazine 
(The). 

A Reprint of the first 5 Volumes, 
in a Volumes. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price aSr. 

OWEN (F. M.). 

John Keats. A Study. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 j. 
OWEN (Rev. Robert), B.D. 
Sanctorale Catholicum; or 
Book of S.'iints. With Notch, Criti¬ 
cal, Exegctical, and Historical. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price iSa-. 
PALORAVE (W. Gifford). 
Hermann Agha; An Eastern 
Narrative. Third and Cheaper Edi¬ 
tion. C^wn 8vo. Cloth, price 6 s. 
PALMER (Charles Walter). 

The Weed : a Poem. Small 

crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 
PANDURANQ HARI; 
Or,«Meffioirs of a Hindoo. 
With an Intrsductory Preface by Sir 
H. Bartle E. Frere, G.C.S.I., C.B. 
Crown 8vo. Prite 6 s. 

PARKER (Joseph), D.D. 

The Paraclete: An Essay 

on the Personality and Ministry of 
the Holy Ghost, with some reference 
to current discussions. Second Edi* 
tion. Demy 8vo.^ Cloth, price las. 
PARSLOB (Joseph). 

Our Railways : Sketches, 
Historical and Descriptive. With 
Practical Information os to Fares, 
Rates, &c., and a Chapter on Rail¬ 
way Reform. Oown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6 s. 


PATTISON (Mrs. Mark). 

The Renaissance of Art in) 
France. With Nineteen Steel 
Engravings. 2 vols. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price 32^. 

PAUL (C. Kegan). 

Mary Wollstonecraft. 

Letters to Imlay. With Prefatory 
Memoir by, and Two Portraits in 
eau fortcy by Anna Lea Merritt. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 j. 

Goethe’s Faust. A New 

Translation in Rime. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6 s. 

William Godwin: His 
Friends and Contemporaries. 
With Portraits and Facsimiles of the 
H^dwriting of G^win and his 
Wife. 2 yols. Square post 8vo. 
Cloth, price 28;. 

The Genius of Christianity 
Unveiled. Being E.ssays by William 
Godwin never before published. 
Edited, with a Preface, by C. 
Kegan Paul. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price js. 6d. 

PAUL (Margaret Agnes). 

Gentle and Simple: A Story. 

2 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, gilt tops, 
price 22s. 

Also a Cheaper Edition in one 
vol. witli Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6f. 

PAYNE (John). 

Songs of Life and Death. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5#. 

PAYNE (Prof. J. P.), 

Lectures on Education. 

Price 6 d. 

II. FrSbel and the Kindergarten 
system. Second Edition. 

A Visit to German Schools: 
Elementary Schools in Ger* 
many. Notes of a Professional Tobr 
to inspect some of the Kindergartens, 
Primary Schools, Public Girls' 
Schools,^ and Schools for Technical 
Instruction in Hamburgh, Berlin) 
Dresden, Weimar, Gotha, Eisenach, 
in the autumn of 1874. With Critical 
Discussions of the General Principle 
and Practice of Kindergartens and 
other Schemes of Elementary Edu 
cation. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 
44. 6d. 
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PEACOCKE (Georgiana). 

Rays from the Southern 

Cross : Poems. Crown 8vo. Wiih 
Sixteen Fuil-page Illustrations 
by the Rev. P. Walsh, Cloth elegant* 
price 10s. 6d. 

PELLETAN (B.). 

The Desert Pastor, Jean 

Jarousseau. Translated from the 
French. By Colonel E. P. De 
L'Hoste. With a Frontispiece. New 
Edition. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 
3s. 6 d. 

Pennell (H. Cholmondeley). 
Pegasus Resaddied. By 
the Author of “ Puck on Pegasus,” 
&c. &c. With Ten Full-page Illus¬ 
trations by George Du Maurier. 
Second Edilion. Fcap. 4to. Cloth 
elegant, price t2s. 6a! 

PENRICE (Maj. J.), B.A. 

A Dictionary and Glossary 
oftheKo^ran. With c^ious Gram¬ 
matical References and Explanations 
of the Text. 4to. Cloth, price 21s. 
PERCIVAL (Rev. P.). 

Tamil Proverbs, with their 
English Translation. Containing 
upwards of Six Thousand Proverbs. 
Third Edition. Demy 8vo. Sewed, 
price Of. 

PESCHEL (Dr. Oscar). 

The Races of Man and 
theirGeographical Distribution. 
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, price Qf. 
PETTIGREW (J. Bell), M.D., 
F.R.S. 

Animal Locomotion; or, 
Walking, Swimming, and Flying. 
With 130 Illustrations. Second Edu 
tion. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 

Volume VII. of The International 
Scientific Series. 


PFEIFFER (Emily). 
Quarterman’s Grace, and 

othef Poems. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
' price 5J. 

Gian Alarch: His Silence 
. and Song. A Poem.^ Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. price 6f. 
Gerardos Monument, and 
other Poems. Second Edilion. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6f. 
Poems. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6f. 
Sonnets and Songs. New 

Edition. i6mo, handsomely printed 
and bound in cloth,gilt edges,price 


PINCHES (Thtimas), M.A. 

Samuel Wilberforce; Faitlv 

—Service—Recompense. Three 
Seimons. With Portrait of Bishop 
Wilberforce (after a Photograph by 
Charles Watkins). CrownSvo. Cloth, 
price 4J. 6 d. 

PLAYFAIR (Lieut. - Col.), Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Ck>nsul-General 
in Algiers. 

Travels in the Footsteps of 
Bruce in Algeria and Tunis. 
Illustrated by facsimiles of Bruce’s 
original Drawings, Photographs, 
Maps, &c. Royal 410. Cloth, 
bevelled boards, gilt leaves, price 
£3 3 ^- 

POLLOCK (W. H.). 

Lectures on French Poets. 
Delivered at the Royal Institution. 
Small crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

POUSHKIN (A. S.). 

Russian Romance. 

Translated from the Tales of Belkin, 
&c. liy Mrs. J. Buchan Telfer (n/e 
Mouravieflfk Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6 a. 

POWER (H.). 

Our Invalids : How shall 
we Employ and Amuse Them f 
Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, pi ice 2s. 6d, 
POWLETT (Lieut. N.), R.A. 
Eastern Legends and 
Stories in English Verse. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price sx. 

PRESBYTER. 

Unfoldings of Christian 
Hope. An Essay lowing that the 
Doctrine contained in the Damna* 
tory Clauses of the Creed commonly 
called AthanAian is unscripturai. 
Small crown 8vo. Cloth, price 4f. 6<f. 
PRICE (Prof. Bonamy). 
Currency and Banking. 
Crown 8vo*. Cloth, price 6 s. 

Chapters ftn Practical Poll* 
tical Economy. Being the Sub¬ 
stance of Lectures delivered before 
the University of Oxford. Large 
post 8vo« Cloth, price i2f. 

Proteus and Amadeus. A 

Correspondence. Edited by Aubrey 
DeVere. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5f. 
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PUBLIC sch6olboy. 

The Volunteer, the Militia- 
man, and tlM Regular Soldier. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5,r. 

Punjaub (The) and North 

Western Frontier of India. Bv an 
old Punjaubee. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5/. 

QUATREPAQES (Prof. A. de). 
The Human Species. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price SJ. 

Vol. XXVI. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

RAVENSHAW Hohn Henry), 
B.C.S. 

Gaur: Its Ruins and In¬ 
scriptions. Edited with consider¬ 
able additions and alterations by his 
Widow. With forty-four photo¬ 
graphic illustrations and twenty-five 
fac-similes of Inscriptions. Super 
royal ato. Cloth, \L iqr. 

READ (Carveth). 

On the Theory of Logic : 

An Essay. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. 

REANEY (Mrs. Q. S.). 

Blessing and Blessed; a 

Sketch of Girl Life. With a frontis¬ 
piece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price sj. 

Waking and Working; or, 
from Girlhood to Womanhood. 
With a Frontispiece. Crown Syo. 
Cloth, price M. 

Englilb Girls: their Place 
and Power. With a Preface by 
R. W. Dale, M.A., of Birmingham. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo. Clotli, 
price 2S. 6d. 

Jus^ AAyone, and other 
Stones. Three Illustrations. Royal 
z6mo. Cloth, price i5. 6d. 

Sunshine Jehny and other 
Stories. Three Illustrations. Royal 
i6mo. Cloth, price u. 6d. 
Sunbeam Willie, and other 
Stories. Three Illusttations. Royal 
i6mo. Cloth, price tr. 64 . 
REYNOLDS (Ref. J. W.). 

The Supernatural in Na¬ 
ture. A Verification by Free Use of 
Science. Second Edition, revised 
and enlarged. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price t4S. 

Mystery of Miracles, The. 
By the Author of ‘ ‘ 'J'he Su pematural 
in Nature.” Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
nrice 6.r. 


RHOADES (James). 

Timoleon, A Dramatic Poem, 

Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 

RIBOT (Prof. Th.). 

English Psychology. Se¬ 
cond Edition. A Revised and Cor¬ 
rected Translation from the latest 
French Edition. Large post 8vo. 
Cloth, price gs. 

!■ Heredity: A Psycholomcal 

Study on its Phenomena, its Laws, 
its Causes, and its Consequences. 
Large crown 8vo. Cloth, price gs. 
RINK (Chevalier Dr. Heniy). 
Greenland : Its People and 
its Products. By the Chevalier 
Dr. Henst' Rink, President of the 
Greenland Board of Trade. With 
sixteen Illustrations, drawn by the 
Eskimo, and a Map. Edited by Dr. 
Robert Brown. Crown 8vo. Price 
xoj. 64 . 

ROBERTSON (The Late Rev. 
P. W.), M.A., of Brighton. 
Notes on Genesis. New 
and cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo., 
price 3s. 64 . 

Sermons. Four Series. Small 

crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3J. 64 . each. 

Expository Lectures on 
St. Paul’s Epistles to the Co¬ 
rinthians. A New Edition. Small 
crown 8vo. Cloth, price sr. 

Lectures and Addresses, 

with other literary remains. A New 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5#. 

An Analysis of Mr. Tenny¬ 
son's **In Memoriam." (Dedi¬ 
cated by Permission to the' Poet- 
Laureate.) Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 21. 

The Education cf the 

Human Race. Translated from 
the German of Gotthold Ephraim 
Lessing. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 
2s. 64 . , 

Life and Letters. Edited by 
the Rev. Stopford Brooke, M.A.t 
Chaplain in Ordinary to the Queen. 

I. 2 vols., uniform with the Ser¬ 
mons. With Steel Portrait Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price js. 64 . 

II. Library Edition, in Demy 8vo., 
with Two Steel Portraits. Cloth, 
price I2X. 
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♦ROBERTSON (The Late Rev. 
F. W.), M.A., of Brighton- 
continued, 

III. A Popular Edition, in one vol. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6^. 

The above IVorks can also be had 
half-bound in morocco. 

*** A Portrait of the late Rev. F. W. 
Robertson^ mounted for framing, can 
be had, price sr. td. 

ROBINSON (A. Mary P.). 

A Handml of Honey¬ 
suckle. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 
3J. ( 4 . 

RODWELL (Q. F.), F.R.A.S., 
F.C.S, 

Etna: a History of the 
Mountain bnd its Eruptions. 
WithMapsandIllustrations. Square 
8vo. Cloth, price gs. 

ROOD (Ogden N.). 

Modern Chromatics, with 
Applications to Art and In¬ 
dustry. With 130 Original Illus¬ 
trations. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5^. 

Vol. XXVII. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

ROSS (Mrs. E.), (“Nelsie Brook"). 
Daddy’s Pet. A Sketch 
from Humble Life. With Six Illus¬ 
trations. Royal x6mo. Cloth, price is. 
ROSS (Alexander), D.D. 
Memoir of Alexander 
Ewin^, Bishop of Argyll and the 
Isles. Second and Cheaper Edition. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price lor. 6d. 
RUSSELL (Major Frank S.). 
Russian Wars with Turkey, 
Past and Present. With Two Maps. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo.,price 6x. 
SADLER (S. W.), R.N. 

The African Cruiser. A 

Midshipman’s Adventures on the 
,^cst With Three Illustra¬ 

tions. ^cond Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3X. 6d. 

SALTS (Rev. Alfred), LL.D. 

, Godparents at Confirma- 

tion. With a Preface by the Bishop 
of Manchester. Small crown 8vo 
* Cloth, Ihnp, price 2s. 

SAMAROW (Q.). 

For Sceptre and Crown. A 

Romance of the Present Time. 
Trandated by Fanw Wormald. 3 
vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 15X. 


SAUNDERS (Katherine). 

Gideon’s Rock, and other 

Stories. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Joan Merrywelther,and other 

Stories. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 j. 

Margaret and Elizabeth. 
A Story of the Sea. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6x. 

SAUNDERS (John). 

Israel Mort, Overman : A 

Story of the Mine. Cr. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Hirell. With Frontispiece. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3X. 6d. 

Abel Drake’s Wife. With 
Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3x. 6d. 

SAYCE (Rev. Archibald Henry). 

Introduction to the Science 

of Language. Two vols., large post 
8vo. Cloth, price 25s. 

SCHELL (Maj. von). 

The Operations of the 

First Army under Oen. von 
Ooeben. Translated by Col. C. H. 
von Wright. Four Mai». Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price gs. 

The Operations of the 

First Army under Gen. von 
Steinmeta. Translated by Captain 
E. O. Hollist. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price tox. 6d. 

SCHELLENDORP (Maj.-Oen. 
B. von). 

The Duties of th^General 

Staff. Translated from me German 
by Lieutenant Hare. Vol. I. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, lox. 6d. 

SCHERFF (MaJ. W. von). 
Studies m the % New In¬ 
fantry Tactics. Parts I. &nd II. 
Translated from the German by 
Colonel^ Lumlep Graham. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price ys. 6d. 
SCHMIDT (Prof. Oscar). 

The Doctrine of Descent 
and Darv^ism. With 36 Illus¬ 
trations. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, prte M. 

Volume XII. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

SCHUTZENBERQER(Prof.F.). 
Fermentation. With Nu¬ 
merous Illustrations. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5/. 

Volume XX. of The International 
Scientific Series. 
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SCOTT (Leader)f 

c A Nook in the Apennines: 

A Summer beneath the Chestnuts. 
With Frontispiece, and 27 Illustra¬ 
tions in the Text, chiefly from 
Original Sketches. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6 fl. 

SCOTT (Patrick). 

The Dream and the Deed, 
and other Poems. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price sj. 

SCOTT (W. T.). 

Antiquities of an Essex 
Parish ; or, Pages from the History 
of Great Dunmow. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price sr. Sewed, 4^. 

SCOTT (Robert H.). 

Weather Charts and Storm 
Warnings. Illustrated. SecondEdi- 
tion. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3;. 6</. 

Seeking his Fortune, and 
other Stories. With Four lUustra* 
tions. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 3r.6d'. 

SENIOR (N. W.). 

Alexis De Tocqueville. 

Correspondence and Conversations 
with Nassau W. Senior, from 1833 to 
1850. Edited by M. C. M. Simpson. 
3 vols. Large post 8 vo.Cloth,price 2ts. 

Journals Kept in France 
and Italy. From 1848 to 1853. 
With a StMch of the Revolution of 
1848. Edited by his Bau^ter, M. 
C. M. Simpson. 2 vols. Post 8vo. 
Cloth, price 24^. 

Sermons to Naval Cadets. 

Preached on board H.M.S. 
“ Britannia.” Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price ^s. 64 $ 

Seven Autumn Leaves from 

Fairyland. Illustrated with Nine 
Etchings. Square crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3jr. 6 ei. c 

SHADWELL (M^.-Gen.), C.B. 
Mountain Warfare. Illus¬ 
trated by the Campaign of 1799^ in 
Switzerland. Being a Translation 
of the Swiss Narrative compiled from 
the Works of the Archduke Charles, 
Tomini, and others. Also of Notes 
by General H. Bufour on the C^- 

paignoftheVaUeUineini635. With 
Appendix, Maps, and Inti^uctory 
Remarks. Bemy 8vo. Cloth, price 161. 


SHAKSPEARE (Charles). 

Saint Paul at Athens: 

Spiritual Christianity in Relation to 
some Aspects of Modern Thought. 
Nine Sermons preached at St. Ste¬ 
phen’s Church, Westbourne Park. 
With Preface by the Rev. Canon 
Farrar. Crown 8 vo. Cloth, price u. 
SHAW (Major Wilkinson). 

The Elements of Modern 
Tactics. Practically applied to 
English Formations. With Twenty- 
five Plates and Maps. Small crown 
8vo. Cloth, price i2f. 

The Second Volume of ‘‘Mili¬ 
tary Handbooks for Officers and 
Non-commissioned Officers.” Edited 
by Lieut.'Col. C. B.,Brackenbury, 
R.A., A.A.Q. 

SHAW (Flora L.). 

Castle Blair: a Story of 
Youthful Lives. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, gilt tops, price i2jr. Also, an 
edition in one vol. Crown 8vo. 6 s. 
SHELLEY (Lady). 

Shelley Memorials from 
Authentic Sources. With (now 
first printed) an Essay on Christian¬ 
ity by Percy Bysshe Shelley. With 
Portrait. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price $s. 

SHELLEY (Percy Bysshe). 
Poems selected from. Dedi¬ 
cated to T^ady Shelley. With Pre¬ 
face by Richard Gametl. Printed 
on hand-made paper. With miniature 
frontispiece. Elzeyir.8vo.,limp parch¬ 
ment antique. Price 6f.,vellum 7^.6^^. 
SHERMAN (Gen. W. T.). 
Memoirs of General W. 
T. Sherman, Commander of the 
Federal Forces in the American Civil 
War. By Himself. 2 vols.^ With 
Map. Demy 8vo Cloth, price 24;. 
Copyright English Edition. 
SHILLITO (Rev. Joseph). , 
Womanhood : its Duties, 

Temptations, and Privileges. A Book 
for Young Women. Second Editioq. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3#. 6 d. 
SHIPLEY (Rev. Orby), M.A. 
Principles of the Faith in 
Relation to Sin. Topics for 
Thought in Times of Retreat. 
Eleven Addresses. With an Intro¬ 
duction on the neglect of Dogmatic 
Theology in the Church of Eipgland, 
and a Postscript on his leaving the 
Church of England. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price 12s. 
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IrflPLEY (Rev. Orby, M.A.) 

^continued. 

Church Tracts, or Studies 
i in Modern Problems. By various 
I Writers. 2 vols. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5s. each. 

HUTE (Richard), M.A. 

A Discourse on Truth. 

Large Post 8vo. Cloth, price 9^. 
MEDLEY (M. B.). 
Boarding-out and Pauper 
Schools for Girls. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3S. 6d, 

[MITH (Edv^ard), M.D., LL.B., 
>.R.S. 

Health and Disease, as In- 

fluenced by the Daily, Seasonal, and 
other Cyclical Changes in the Human 
System. A New Edition. Post 8vo. 
Cloth, price 7s. 6d. 

Foods. Profusely Illustrated. 
Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 5r. 

Volume HI. of The Iiiteriialional 
Scientific Series. 

Practical Dietary for 
Families, Schools, and the La¬ 
bouring Classes. A New Edition. 
Post 8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

Tubercular Consumption 
in its Early and Remediable 
Stages. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

MITH (Hubert). 

I Tent Life with English 
pipsies in Norway. With Five 
I full-page Engravings and Thirty-one 
i>inafler Illustrations by Whymper 
and others, and Map of the Country 
^ ‘ Routes. Third Edition. 


[VSowing 
K^i^ed ; 


K^i^ed agd Corrected. Post Svo. 
Cloth, price 21s. 

ongs of Two Worlds. By 

the Author of “ The Epic of Hades." 
Fifth Edition. Complete in one 
Volume, with Portrait. Fcap. Svo. 
' f^lfth, prid^ 7s. 6d. 

[opgs for Music. 

By Four Friends. Square crown 
8yo. Cloth, price m. 

^ntaining songs by Reginald ^A. 
Catty, Stephen H. Gat^, Greville 
J. Chester, and Juliana Ewing. 


SPEODING (James). 

Reviews and Discussions, 
Literary, Political,* and His¬ 
torical, not relating to Bacon. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price 12s. 6 d, 
SPENCER (Herbert). 

The Study of Sociology. 
Seventh Edition. Crown Svo. Clo^, 
price sr. 

Volume V. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

SPICER (H.). 

Otho’s Death Wager. A 

Dark Page of History Illustrated. 
In Five Acts. Fcap. Svo. Cloth, 
price sr. 

STAPLETON (John). 

The Thames; A Poem, 

Crown Svo. Cloth, price fir. 
STEDMAN (Edmund Clarence). 
Lyrics and Idylls. Willi 

other Poems. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price 7S. 6 ti. 

STEPHENS (Archibald John), 
LL.D. 

The Folkestone Ritual 
Case. The Substance of the Argu¬ 
ment delivered before the Judicial 
Committee ofthe Privy Council. On 
behalf of the Respondents. Demy 
Svo. Cloth, price fir. 

STEVENS (William). 

The Truce of God, and oilier 
Poems Small crown Svo. Cloth, 
price jr. 6 d. ® 

STEVENSON (Robert Louis). 
An Inland Voyage. With 
Frontispiece by Walter Crane. 
Oown Svo. Cloth, price rr. 6 d. 
Travels with a Donkey*in 

the Cevennes. With Frontispiece 
by Walter Crane. CrywnSvo. Cloth, 
price 15. 6 d. 

STEVENSON (Rev. W. P.). 
Hymns for the Church and 
Home. Selected and Edited by the 
Rev. W. Flemit^ .Stevenson. 

The most complete Hymn Book 
published. ^ 

The Hymn Book consists of Three 
Parts I. For Public Worship.— 
II. For Family and Private Worship. 

—III. For Children. 

Published in various forms and 
prices^ tht latter ranging from %d. 
to 6 s. Lists and /ull particulars 
will Be furnished on application to 
the Publishers. 
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3 TEWART(Prof. Balfour), M.A., 
LL.D., F.R.S. 

On the ^Conservation of 
Eneri^. Fifth Edition. With 
Fourteen Engravings. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price ss. 

Volume VI. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

STORK (Francis), and TURNER 
Hawes). 

Canterbury Chimes; or, 

Chaucer Tales retold to Children. 
With Illustrations from the Elles¬ 
mere MS. Extra Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3r. 6 d. 

8TRBTTON (Hcsba). 

David Lloyd’s Last Will. 

With Four Illustrations. Royal 
i6mo., price ar. 6 d, 

The Wonderful Life. 
Thirteenth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, 
Cloth, price ar. 6 d. 

Through a Needle's Eye : 
a Story, a vols* Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
gilt top, price lar. 

STUBBS (Licut.-Colonel P. W.) 
The Regiment of Bengal 
Artillery. The History of its 
Org^ization, Equipment, and War 
Services. Compilea from Published 
Works, Official Records, and various 
Private Sources. With numerous 
Maps and Illustrations. 2 vols. 
Demy §^o. Cloth, price 32^. 
STUMM (Lieut. Hugo), German 
Milit^ Attachd to the h^van Ex¬ 
pedition. 

Russia’^S advance East¬ 
ward. Based on the Official Reports 
of. Translated by C^pt. C. £. H. 
Vincent. With Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6r. 

SULLY (James), M.A. 

Sensation and Intuition. 

Demy 8vo. Cloth,,price lojr. 6 <i. 
Pessimism: a History and 
a Criticism. DeAny 8vo. Price i4r. 
Sunnyland Stories. 

By the Author of “Aunt Mar/sBran 
Pie." Illustrated. Small 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3r. 

Sweet Silvery Sayings of 
Shakespeare. Crown 8vo. Goth 
gilt, price 7t. 6d. 


SYME (David). 

Outlines of an Industrial 
Science. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price fir. 

Tales from Ariosto. Retold for 
Children, by a Lady. With three 
illustrations. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 4r. 6 d. 

TAYLOR (Algernon). 

Guienne. Notes of an Autumn 
Tour. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 4r. 
TAYLOR (Sir H.). 

Works Complete. Author's 
Edition, in 5 vols. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price fir. each. 

Vols. I. to III. contmning the 
Poetical Works, VoU. IV. and V. 
the Prose* Works. 

TAYLOR (Col. Meadows), C.8.I., 
M.R.I.A. 

A Noble Queen ; a Romance 
of Indian History. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth. Price fir. 

Seeta. 3 vols. Crown 8vo. 

Cloth. 

Tippoo Sultaun: a Tale of 

the Mysore War. New Edition with 
Frontispiece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price fir. 

Ralph Darnell. New and 
Cheaper Edition. With Frontis¬ 
piece. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price fir. <) 

The Confessions ofa Thug. 

New Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price fir. 

Tara: a Mahratta Tale. 

New Edition. Crown Svo. Cloth, 
price fir. 

TELFER(J. Buchan), F.R.Q.S.? 
Commander, R.N. 

The Crimea and Trans- 

Caucasia. With numerous Hlaj^ 
trations and Maps. 2 vo^ Med|pm 
Svo. ^ond Edition. Cloth, price 3fir. 
TENNYSON (Alfred). 

The Imperial Library Edi-' 

tion. Complete in 7 vols. DemySva. 
Cloth, price i3r. 6<f.; in Rox-^ 
burgh binding, js. . | * 

Author’s Edition. *Comple^ 

in 6 Volumes. Post Svo. Cloth gi|l 5 
or half-morocco, Roxburgh ^Iie 

VoL. I. Early Poems, and 
English Idylls. Price 'dr. *, Rox¬ 
burgh, js. 6d. 



C. Kegan Paul &• Co.’s Publications. 


29 


TENNYSON (Alfred)-t,>«//««,rf. 
VOL. II. Locksley Hall, 
Lucretius* and other Poems. 
IVice 6s.; Roxburgh, js. 6d. 

VoL. Ill, The Idylls of 
the King (Complete). Price js, 6d .; 
Roxburgh, 9;. 

VoL, IV. The Princess* and 
Maud. Price 6r.; Roxburgh, 7r. 6</. 
VoL. V. Enoch Arden* 
and In Memoriam. Price 6r.; 
Roxburgh, ^s. 6d. 

V0L.VI. Dramas. Price 7 j.; 

Roxburgh, 8r. 6d. 

Cabinet Edition. 12 vols. 
Each with Frontispiece. Fcap. 8vo. 
Cloth, price 9s. 6d. each. 

Cabinet Edition, if voIs. Com¬ 
plete io handsome Ornamental Case. 

Pocket Volume Edition. 

vols. In neat case, 361. Ditto, 
ditto. Extra cloth gilt, in case, 421. 
The Royal Edition. Com¬ 
plete in one vol. Cloth* i6r. Cloth 
extra, i8r. Roxburgh, half morocco, 
price 20s. 

The Guinea Edition. Com¬ 
plete in 12 vols., neatly bound and 
enclosed in box. Cloth, price 2ir, 
French morocco, price 3xr. 6d. 

The Shilling Edition of the 

Poetical and Dramatic Works, in 12 
vols., pocket size. Price ir. each. 

The Crown Edition. Com¬ 
plete in one vol., strongly bound in 
cloth, price 6s. Cloth, extra gilt 
leaves, price 74. 6<i, Roxburgh, 
half morocco, price 8r. 

\* Can also be had in a variety 
of other bindings. 

Original Editions: 

TJie Rover’s Tale. (Now 

for the first time published.) Fcap. 
ovo. Cloth, 3s. 6t/. 

^oems. Small 8vo. Cloth* 

price dr. 

Maud* and other Poems. 
1 A % 118 ^ Cloth, price 3^. 6d. 

Vjje Princess. Small 8vo. 

jC'loth, price 3r. 6(f. 

of the King. Small 

^vo.* Cloth, price sr. 

Idylls of the King. Com- 

p^e. / Small 8vo. Cloth, price dr. 


TENNYSON (AI?red)-cM//una/. 
The Holy Grail* and other 
Poems. Small 8val Cloth, price 
4J. d/. 

Gareth and Lynette. Small 

8vo. Cloth, price 34. 

Enoch Arden* &c. Small 

8vo. Cloth, price 3^. 6if. 

In Memoriam. Small Svo. 

Cloth, price 4s. 

Queen Mary. A Drama. 
New Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 6s. 

Harold. A Drama. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

Selections from Tenny¬ 
son’s Works. Super royal x6mo. 
Cloth, price 3r. 6</. Cloth gilt extra, 
price 4s. 

Songs from Tennyson’s 
Works. Super royal i6mo. Cloth 
extra, price 3;. 6^. 

Also a cheap edition. x6mo. 
Cloth, price 2s. 6d, 

Idylls of the King, and 

Other Poems. Illustrated by Julia 
Margaret Cameron. 2 vols. Folio. 
Hal^bound morocco, cloth sides, 
price dr. each. 

Tennyson for the Young and 

for Recitation. Specially arranged. 
Fcap. Svo. Price is. 6d. 

Tennyson Birthday* Book. 
Edited by Emily Shakespear. 33tno. 
Cloth limp, 2s .; cloth extra, ^s. 

A superior edition, printed in 
red and black, on antique paper, 
specially prepared. Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, extra gilt leav^, pric^ 5f.; 
and in various calf and morocco 
bindings. ^ 

In Memoriam. A new I'xli- 

tion, choicely printed on hand¬ 
made paper, with a Miniature Por¬ 
trait in eatt forte by Le Rat, 
after a photofraph by the late Mrs. 
Cameron. Bound in limp parchment, 
antique, price dff, vellum ^s. 6tt. 

Songs Set to Music* by 

various Composers. Edited by W. 
C. Ciisins. Dedicated by express 
permission to Jler Majesty the 
Queen. Royal 4to. Cloth extra, 
^It leaves, price air., or in half¬ 
morocco, price 25s. 
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THOMAS (Btfoy). 

A Fight for Life. With 

Frontispiece* Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
imce 3r. td. 

THOMPSON (Alice C.). 

Preludes. A Volume of 

Poems. Illustrated by Elizabeth 
Thompson (Painter of ‘‘The Roll 
Call 8vo. Cloth, price ^s. td, 
THOMSON 0- Turnbull). 

Social Problems ; or, an In¬ 
quiry into the Law of Influences. 
With Diagrams. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price los, 6d, 

Thoughts in Verse. 

Small Crown 8vo. Cloth, price is, 6d. 
THRINQ (Rev. Godfrey), B.A. 
Hymns and Sacred Lyrics. 

Fcap. dvo. Cloth, price sr. 
THURSTON (Prof. R. H,). 

A History of the Growth 
of the Steam Engine. With 
numerous Illustrations. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 
6 s. td, 

TODHUNTER (Dr. J.) 

Alcestis : A Dramatic Poem. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. Cloth, price 5.;. 
Laurella; and other Poems. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 s. 6d. 
TOLINGSBY (Frere). 

Elnora. An Indian Mytho- 
lojjicaLPoem. Fcap. 8vo. Cloth, 
price L. 

TRAHERNE (Mrs. A.). 

The Romantic Annals of 

a Naval Family. A New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, pr^e 5;. 

Translations from Dante, 
Petrarch, Michael Angelo, and 
Vittorla Colbnna. Fcap. 8vo. 
Cloth, price ^s. 6d. 

TURNER (Rev. C. Tennyson). 
Sonnets, Lyrics, and Trans¬ 
lations. Crown Cloth, price 
is. 6d. 

TYNDALL Qofin),I-L.D.,F.R.S 
Forms of Water. A Fami¬ 
liar Exposition of the Origin and 
Phenomena of Glaciers. With 
Tw^ty-five Illustrations. Seventh 
Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, price 5.r. 

Volume I. of The International 
Scientific Series. 


VAN BENEDEN (Mona.). 
Animal Parasites and 
Messmates. With 83 Illastrations. 
Second Edition. Cloui, price sr. 

Volume XIX. of The International 
Scientific Series. 

VAUGHAN (H. Halford), some- 
time Regius Professor of^Modern 
History in Oxford University. 
New Readings and Ren¬ 
derings of Shakespeare’s Tra- 
gedies. Vol. I. Demy 8vo. Cloth, 
price 15J. 

VILLARI (Prof.). 

Niccolo Machiavelli and 

His Times. Translated by Linda 
Villari. a vols. Large post 8vo 
Cloth, i>ricc 24^. ' 

VINCENT (Capt. C. E. H.), 
Elementary Military 
Geography, Reconnoitring, and 
Sketching. Compiled for Non- 
Commissioned Oflicers and Soldier^ 
of all Arms. Square crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 3 S. 6d. 

VOGEL (Dr. Hermann). 

The Chemical Effects 0 

Light and Photography, in theii 
application to Art, ^ lienee, an( 
Industry. The translation thorough!) 
revised. With xoo Illustrations, in 
eluding some beautiful s^cimens 0 
Photc^raphy. Third Edition. Crowi 
8vo. Cloth, price 5s. 

Volume XV. of The Internationa 
Scientific Series. 

VYNER (Lady Mary). 

Every day a Portion 
Adapted from the Bible and th 
Prayer Book, for the^ Private Dc 
tions of those living in Widowhooi 
Collected and edited by Lady Maj 
Vyner. Square crown 8vo. CKf 
extra, price sr. ** * , 

WALDSTEIN (Charles),: 

The Balance of £mo.. 
and Intellect: An Essay Iiu'lji 
ductory to the Study of Philasopl^ 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, prk.^ /V 

WALLER (Rev. C. B.^ ' ^ 

The Apocalypse, Revie^ 
under the Light of the 
the Unfolding Ages and tn<-I'csT 
tution of all Things. DjfeAl; 3 ^ 
Cloth, pri<» xar. - 
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’WALTERS (Sophia Lydia). 

The Brook: A Poem. Small 

crown 8vo. Cloth, price 31. 6rf. 

A Dreamer’s Sketch Book. 
With Twenty-one Illustrations by 
Percival Skelton, R. P. Leitch, 
W. H. J. Boot, and T, R. Pritchett. 
Engraved by J. D. Cooper. Fcap. 
4to. Cloth, price i2.f. 6d. 
\VART£NSL£B£N (Count H. 
von). 

The Operations of the 

South Army in January and 
February, 1871. Compiled from 
the Official War Documents of the 
Head-quarters of the Southern Army. 
Translated by Colonel C. H. von 
Wright. With Maps. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price 4 s. * 

The Operations of the 
First Army under Oen. von 
Manteuffel. Trat^lated by Colonel 
C. H. von Wright. Uniform with 
the above. Demy 8vo. Cloth, price or. 
WATERPIELO. W. 

Hymns for Holy Days and 
Seasons. 33mo. Cloth, price is. 6d. 
WATSON (Sir Thomas), Bart., 
M.D. 

The Abolition of Zymotic 
Diseases, and of other similar ene¬ 
mies of Mankind. Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price jr. 6(f. 

WAY (A.), M.A. 

The Odes of Horace Lite¬ 
rally Translated in Metre. Fcap. 
8vo. Cloth, price 2s. 

WEBSTER (Augusta). 
Disguises. A Drama. Small 
, crown 8vo, Cloth, price 5^. 
|.'’^EDMORE (Frederick). 

1 The Masters of Genre 

. Painting. With sixteen illustration-s. 

’ , Cr''wn 8vo. Cloth, price js. M 
iVELLB (Capt. John C.), R.N. 

H , ^itzbergen—The Gate- 

* ^ the Polynia; or, A Voyage 

- Spitzbergen. With numerous 11 - 
lustrations by Whymper and others, 
Id Mw. New and Cheaii^r Edi- 
yemy 8vo. Cloth, price 6s. 

?c 'Days, by a Farmer, 

nail crown 8vo. Cloth, price 6 j. 
'■,MORE(W. S.). 

•ilnmercial Telegraphic 
ie. Second Edition. Post 410. 
<'• ;is, price 42s. 


WHITAKER (Florence). 

Christy's Inheritance. A 

London Story. Illustrated. Royal* 
i6mo. Cloth, price ix. 6ti. 

WHITE (A. D.), LL. 0 . 

Warfare of Science. With 

Prefatoiy Note by Professor Tyndall. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3x. 6</. 

WHITNEY (Prof. W. D.) 

The Life and Growth of 
Language. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 51. Copyright 
Edition. 

Volume XVI. of The International 
Scientihe Series. 

Essentials of English 
Qrammarforthe Use of Schools. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth, prit« 3x. 64. 

WICKHAM (Capt. E, H., R.A.) 
Influence of Firearms upon 
Tactics : Historical and Critical 
Investigations. ByanOppicsR op 
S uPRRioR Rank (in the German 
Army). Translated by Captain E. 
H. Wickham, R.A. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price ^s. 6d. 

WICKSTEED (P. H.). 

Dante: Six Sermons. Crown 

8vo. Cloth, price 5x. 

WILLIAMS (A. Lukyn). 
Famines in India; their 
Causes and Possible ^Prevention. 
The Essay for the Le Bas Rize, 1875. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth, price sx. 
WILLIAMS (Charles), one of the 
Special Correspondents attached to 
the Stag of Ghazi Ahmed Mouktar 
Pasha. % 

The Armenian Campaign ; 

Diary of the (j^paign of 1877 in 
Armenia and Koordistan. With 
Two Special Map-s. Large post 8vo. 
Cloth, price lox. 6d. 

WILLIAMS (Rowland), D.D. 

Life andl^etters of, with Ex- 

tracts from his Note-Books. Edited 
by Mrs. Rowland Williams. With 
a Photographic Portrait.^ % vok. 
Large post 8vo. Cloth, price 34X. 

Stray Thoughts from the 
Note-Books of the Late Row* 
land Williams, D.D. Edited by 
his Widow. Crown 8vo. Cloth, 
price 3s. 6d. 
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WILLIAMS (Rowland), D.D.- 
continued. 

Psalms, Litahies, Coun¬ 
sels and Collects for Devout 
Persons. Edited by his Widow. 
New and Popular Edition. Crown 
8vo. Cloth, price 3s. 6d. 

WILLIS (R.), M.D. 

Servetus and Calvin : a 
Study of an Important Epoch in the 
Early History of the Reformation. 
8vo. Cloth, price i6r. 

William Harvey. A History 
of the Discovery of the Circula¬ 
tion of the Blood. With a Portrait 
of Harvey, aft» Faithome. Demy 
8vo. Cloth, price 14;. 

WILLOlfbHBY(The Hon.Mra.). 
On the North Wind— 
Thistledown. A Volume of Poems. 
Elegantl]^ bound. Small crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price js. 6d. 

WILSON (H. SchCts). 

Studies and Romances. 

Crown 8vo. Cloth, price js. 6d. 

The Tower and Scaffold. 

A Miniature Monograph. Large 
fcap. 8vo. Price is. 

WILSON (Lieut.-Col. C. T.X 

Jame^the Second and the 

i>uke of Berwick. Demy 8vo. 
Cloth, price xsr. 6d. 

WINTERBOTHAM (Rev. R.), 
M.A., B.Sc. 

Sermone and Expositions. 

Cro#n 8vo. Cloth, price ys. 6d. 

Within Sound of the Sea. 

By the Author of “Blue Roses,” 
'*Vera," &c. Third Edition. 3 vols. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth,g;ilt tops, price isr. 

*#* Also a cheaper edition in one 
Vol. with frontispiece. Crown 8vo. 
Cloth, price 6s. 

WOINOVITS (Capt. 1 .). 

Austrian Cavalry Exercise. 

Translated by Capttun W. S. Cooke. 
Crown 8vo. Clout, price ys. 
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WOLLSTONBCRAFT (Mary). 

Letters to Imlay. With 
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Cloth, price 6r. 

WOOD (Major-General J. Creig 
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WRIGHT (Rev. David), M.A. 
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other Sermons. CyownSvo. Clot! 
price 6s. 
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The Phy^cs and the Philc 

Sophy of tne Senses ; or, TT 
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Mutual Relation. Illustrated b 
several Plates. Demy 8vo, Clot) 
price i6s. 

YOUMANS (Eliza A.). 

An Essay on the Cultui 
of the Observing Powers 1 
Children, especially in connectu 
with the Study of Botany. Edite 
with Notes and a S^plement, ) 
Joseph Payne, F.C.P., Author 
** Lectures on the- Science and Art 
Education,” &c. Crown 8va Clot 
price 2s. 6d. 
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INDEX 


Admiralty, Lords of, visit to tho 
Polar ships,!); satisfaction at the 
results of the cxpo<lition, 3(i8, 
Admiralty Inlet, remains’of Eskimos 
on shores of, 08. 

Albei t Head, 65. 

Aldeharan, erratic conduct of, 200. 
Aldrich, Lieut. Pelliam, It.N., skill 
in managing a kayak, 30; starts 
on a rcconnoitiing expedition in 
tho autumn, 128; second autumn 
jounioy with dog slodgo, 133; 
starts on a thiid antumu journey, 
130, 137; ascends a hill near 
Capo Joseph Henry, M7; glees 
,by, 100, 216; his lecture on 
meteorology, 100; orchestra for 
the Itoyal Arctic Theatre, 171, 
175, 214; plays the harinonium 
at chiindi, 187; one of his dogs 
lost, 100; jduys at Christmas, 104, 
105; commands the extended 
, party to the west, 241; anxiety 
for his safety, 331; return, 332. 
\le, prepared specially for the expe¬ 
dition, 17. (bVe Beer.) 

‘Alert,” H.M.S., 1, 2; special fit- 
'tings, 3; departure from Ports- 
iBonth, 0; leaves Berehaven, 12; 
c(»nmencenieiit of the voyage, 15; 
‘at^lively ship, 17; arrival at 
(jodliavn, 20; departure from 
Codhavn, 31; on shore, 43; pro¬ 
ceeds to Cary Islands, 48; Port 
Eoulke, 51, 50; perilous position 
of, 0.5,01; at Hannah Island, 100; 
in Discovery Harbour, 104, 108, 
•393; on shore near Capo Becchey, 


112; in tho piilmoerysfic ice, 117. 
118; crosses thn threshold of the 
unknown region. 119; danger at 
Eloc-berg Beach, 125, 131; jrre- 
carious winter qinirters, 125,135, 
130; housed in, 151; internal win¬ 
ter arrangements, 150; in'inting 
establishment, 105; departure of 
sledges from, 2.57; scurvy breaks 
out on board, 321; succour from, 
reaches N. divi.shai, 32,5; freed 
from winter quarh;rs,312; forced 
on shore, .‘151; a float again, 347; 
at Valentin, 307. (See Winter 
Quarters.) 

“ Ale.xandra,” Il.M. sledge, 217, 
250, 203. 

Alexandra Bay, 01, 03l* 

Amusements in winter quarters, 
107; imporlancu of, 103. (<S'ce 
Theatricals.) 

Anonyx niujax: crustafca brought 
up at the e.xtrenio northefn point, 
300 (ii.). 

Arctic Circle crossijd by the expedi¬ 
tion, 20. 

Arctic Highlanders, 48. (See Es¬ 
kimo.) . 

Arctic school, lOCf 107, 21 if. 

Arctic theatre. (.S'cc Thealricals.) 

“Arctic,” whaler, rcm.ni.-ecnccs of, 
300. 

Astronomical observatory, 153, 180. 

Astronomy, lecture on, by Cnjitain 
Naies, 100; by Commander Mark¬ 
ham, 100. 

Atanekerdluk, fo<sil plants at, 30. 

Allantic, gales of wind m, 17,18. 
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Auks, Little. (See Rotges.) 

Autumn depot. (See Depots.) 

Autumn travelling, 128, 129, 13:i, 

. 187 to LW; discomfort. 111 ; 
severe work, ^ 117, 148; return 
from, 148, 149; results, 149. 

Auxiliary sledges, 234. 

Ayles, Adam, song by, 216. 

Bache Islaud, of Hayes, not an 
island, 64. 

Badin, Wdliam, gave name to 
Woman Ides, 41. 

Bag (sleeping), 139, 233, 23.5, 240, 
279, 283, 287. 

Baird Inlet, 57. 

Baird, (Jape, stopped by ice off, 103. 

Banks Island, heavy pack on west 
coast, 200. 

Ban try Bay. (See Berehavcn.) 

Bardin Bay. 359. 

Barrow, Cape John, 93. 

Boors, hunt in Melville Bay, 46; 
recent tracks, 86. 

Beaumont, Lieutenant, II.M.S. 
•• Discovery,” I is journey along 
the north coast of Ureenland, 
346; return of, 8.50. 

Beecbey, Cope, Kskimo remains at, 
69; lane of water in direction of, 
102,112,113; rounded, 114. 

Beer at GoLhavn, 863. 

Bcllot,Cape, 103,112 ; Island, 112, 
351. 

Berehoven, expedition at, 12. 

Bessels Bay, entrance passed, 100 ; 
description of, 101. 

Bessels, Dr., observation as to meet¬ 
ings of tides at Cape i'rascr, 92; 
coast-line corrljctly delineated by, 
99. 

Beverley, crimson cliffs of, 48. 

bide-a-wee Hurbour,58. (See Payer 
Harbour.) 

Bills of fare, 185, 186, 196, 835. 
(See Play-bills.) 

Birds of the Arctic regions, 24, 85, 
50; Brent geese, 345; dovekies, 
60,101; eider duck, 101,131,360; 
falcon, 862; fulmar petiel, 361; 
glaucous gulls, 50; ivory gulls, 50. 
101; kittiwakes, 50; king ducks. 


50, 332; knots, 110; looms, 40, 
.50; ptarinigim, 225; rotges, 46, 
.50, 360; skuas, 332; terns, 110, 
332; turnstones, 300. 

Birthdays, celebration of, 184, 185. 

Black, Cape, 253. 

Blasting tlie icc, 87,89,90,341,349. 

“Bloodhound,” H.M. sledge, 259, 
263. 

Boats for tlio expedition, 4; search 
for, left by Hayes, 53, 55; on a 
sledge, 58; jolly-boat of “ Valor¬ 
ous ” landed in Dobbin Bay, 84; 
turned in on their ilavits owing 
to height of ice, 90; advanced to 
northward of ship, 133; hauled 
up during winter quarters, 157; 
on sledges, 242 (n.); in Parry’s 
expedition, details of, 243 (n.); 
pnioted, 245; care of, on sledge, 
279; abandonrnont of, by Com¬ 
mander Markh.im, 288, 289, 318. 

Boldroo, Mr., governor of Egedes- 
niindo, 365. 

Botanical C'dlections, 31. 

Botany. (See Vegetation.) 

Botlle-nose wl.ales, 20. 

Brent geese, 345. 

Brevoort Island, .57; cairn on, 356. 

Brevoort Cairo in sight, 103. 

“Bruin,” largest dog on boarJ. 

210 . 

Bryant, Geo., II.M.S. “ Discovery,” 
soiving in the “ Alert.” 169. 

Buchanan Strait, Eskimo remains 
at, 69. 

“Bulldog,” H.M. sledge, 217. 25S1, 
263. 

Burroughs, Geo., ship’s steward, 
H.M.S. “ Alert,” acts in C/iops ujf 
the Channel, 173. 

Butterflies, 351. ' 

Byam Martin Cape, 360. „ 

a 

Culms at the Cary Islands, 4jl>nt 
Life-boat Cove. .53; at Ca{!o Isa¬ 
bella, 56; on Brevoort Island, 
356; ancient cairns on Washing¬ 
ton Irving Island, 85; pn Hannah 
Island, 101; at Lincoln Bay, 117; 
at the “ Alert’s” winter quarters, 
384. - - 
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Oarn Hill, 219,220,221,225; cairn 
built, 341. 

CiiiK', Fmlorick, armourer, H.M.S. 
“ Alert,” songs by, 109, 215. 

Curl Hitler Buy, 99. 

Cary Islands, 48; depot on. 49, 84. 

Custlelown. (^'cr! Berehuven.) 

Cave in the snow, 3,50. 

Cfticeans, various kinds, 20, 21. 

■‘Clinllcnger,” H.M. sledge, 217, 
2.’)9. 

Chlorine observations, 180. 

Chojit of the Channel, play acted by 
the men, 173. 

Chorus, gr.und pulcoocrystic, 216. 

Christmas in th^ Arctic regions, 
102 to 197: bill oS fare, 190; 
poem on, 190. 

Clavering, Captain, Eskimo seen 
by, on east coast of Greenland, 
09. 

” Clements Markham,” H.M. sledge, 
217; starts for “ Discovery,” 248. 

Clements Markham Inlet, 288. 

Clothing during winter, 109, 100; 
sledging, 239. {See Foot-gear.) 

Coal, discovery of, 350; oifer of, at 
Egedesminde, 303. 

Cod-lish, 21, 2.5, 305. 

t'olan. Dr., H.M.S. “Alert,” his 
lecture on food in the Arctic 
regions, 109; medical instruc¬ 
tions to officers of sledges, 238; 
skilful treatment of Petersen,255; 
attention to scurvy patients, 333, 
338, 345. 

Cold, extreme, 208, 222, 224. {See 
Temperature.) 

Collinson. Cape, 94. 

CVxil^, while sledging, 235, 265. 

Cooking apparatus, weight, 233; 
description, 235. 

Cownhagen, letters sent out from, 

C'o^'2Yiger, Dr., H.M.S. “ Dis¬ 
covery,” state of lime-juice found 
by, in Polaris Bay, 305; journey 
.with Lieut. Beaumont, 346. 

Cress. {See Mustard and Cress.) 

Crimson cliffs of Beverley, 48. 

Crinoids dredged up. 73. 

Crow’s-nest, description, 3; Cap¬ 


tain Nares constantly in, 00; a 
cold berth, 98. 

Crozii r Island passed, 98. 

Crustaceans drcd;j;d up at the cx» 
treme northern |)oint, 309. 

Cryolite mine in Greenland, 20. 

Crystal Palace Glacier, 50. 

Dancing at Christmas, 197; old 
year, 204. 

Darkness, approach of, 127: in 
sledge travi lling, 111; in winte., 
178, 182; monotony of, 207. 

Davis, John, musicians in the ex¬ 
pedition of, 8; gave name to Cape 
Desolation, 22, 23. 

Davis Strait, 18, 19, 20. 

Daylight. {See Light.) 

Deaths. {See Petersen, Porter, 
“ Discovery.”) 

Depots on Cary Isles, 49; Capo 
Isabella, 50; Dobbin Bay, 85, 
.3.53; Cape Collinson, 95; Ca| o 
Morton, 102; Lincoln Bay, 117, 
248; Floo-berg Beach, 122, 121; 
near Capo Joseph Henry, 117, 
119, 203, 321; to southward of 
Eloe Berg Beach for “Discovery ” 
sledges, 255; for sledge parties, 
234. 

“ Deptford,” snow st|rehouse so 
called, 154. 

Desolation, Cape, 22. 

Diptera, 3.51. 

Disco, 0, 18, 34, 358, .302; tra¬ 
dition of, 33, 34; view fpom hills 
of, 31. {See Godhavn.) 

Disco Bay, 31. 

“ Discovery,” H.M.S., 95; depar¬ 
ture from l’ort.-mouth, 9; com¬ 
mencement of voyage, 15; sighted 
off GrconlainDcoast, 25; towed 
by lhe“ Aleit,”41; following,45; 
sent to communicate with natives 
at Cape York, 48; at Port Foulke, 
.56; perilous position, 05; grounds 
off Cajio liouis Napohon, 90; in 
great danger, 91; blown from her 
anchors, 95; lands a depot at 
Capo Morton, 100; in harbour, 

»104; winter quarters of, 107; 
sledge crew from, joins the 
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“Alert,” 108; theatre on lioard, 
174; a health to, 217; depots 
laid out for sledRos of, 227; work 
of sledge partes, 242; arrange¬ 
ment for opening communication 
with, from “ Alert,” 2t6, 255; to 
return to England, 330; joined 
by “Alert,” 344, 345; scurvy 
among crew of, 340 ; two deaths, 
340; rendezvous at Queenstown, 
307. 

Discovery Harbour, 104,100,112; 
" Alert” arrives at, 347. 

Di-taut, Cape, walk to, 110; 
“ Alert ” y)a8ses, 112. 

Divine service, 187 ; on Christmas 
day, 1!)5; before sledges start, 
258. 250. 

Dobbin Bay, 83,80; depot at, 81, 
353. 


Dock cut in the ice at Dobbin Bay, 


OU. 

Dockyard. (See Portsmoutb.) 

Dog-driver. (See Petersen.) 

Dogs, Eskimo, 20, 38, 78, 79; 
disease, 79; wailing, 88; habits, 
130; sledging, 80, 81, 128; dog 
“Sallio” lost and found, 190,191; 
alarm of during winter, 199 ; 
nearly steal musk-ox beef, 207; 
alarm catsed by, 210; regularly 
fed, 210; team sent with sledge 
to “Discovery,” 247,255; trouble 
with, 253. (See Bruin, Sallio, 
Elo, Nellie.) 

Dovekirti, 50, 101,115. 

Draba, 57. 340. 

1 Iredging, 25, 73.102. 

Driftwootl, 112. 

Drip. (See Snow.) 

Drip, inoonvonienoo of, in winter, 
182. 

Ducks. (See Birds.) 

Dumb-bell Bay, 131. 

Dundas Harbour, remains of Eski¬ 
mos at, 68. 

D’Urville, Cape, passed, 83. 


Edinburgh, H.B.H. the Duke of, 
visit to Arctic ships, 8. 
Egedesminde, otfer of coals at, 303; 
..Tni-dition at. 364. 365. ^ 


Egerton, Lieut. George Le Clerc, 
U.N., officer of the watch when 
the ship touched the first ice, 22; 
starts on autumn travelling, 133; 
stage manager of the Royal Arctic 
Theatre, 171 “^larts taken by, 174, 
214; sails his sledge, 23l («.); 
sent to open communication with 
“ Discovery,” 247 ; his efforts to 
save Petersen, 249 to 254; second 
start for the “Discovery,” 255; 
sent to the “Discovery,” 345. 

Eider ducks, 131, 360. 

Electricity, observations on, 180. 

Ellcsmero Land, .50. 

Eskimo, Frederic, '29, 128 ; Hans 
Hendricld, 39, 48, 354; pilot. 42. 
(See Dogs.) 

Eskimos, 33; at Proven, 38; Capo 
York, 18; Etah, 52; traces of, in 
Payor Harbour, 58; in Twin- 
glacier Bay, 61, 02; wanderings, 
67,69; Admiral Shcrard Osborn 
and Mr. Clements Markham on 
wanderings of, 68, 69; remains 
on Capes Sabine, Hilgard, Louis 
Napoleon, Hayes, Fraser, shores 
of Buchanan Strait, Eadmoro 
Harbour, and Bellot Isle, 69; 
at Admiralty Inlet and DundaS 
Harliour, 68; at Capo Beechey, 
69, 347; in Whale Sound, 359. 

Etah, native village, 52, 69. 

Eugenie, H.I.H. the Empress, pre¬ 
sent of woollen caps from, 7, 236, 
239, 287; visits the Arctic ships^ 
8 . 

Exercise during winter, 181, 187 ; 
for sledging crows, 227, 228. 


Falcon, 362. 

Farewell banquets, 8; to the expe¬ 
dition at Portsmouth, 9, lO-Il; 
to the “ Valorous,” 35. J).- 

Farewell Cape, 19, 23, 69. . 

Feilden, Captain, naturalist, H.M.S. 
“ Alert,” ascends hill above Bes¬ 
sels Bay, 101; visite Distry'*' 
Cope, liO; his lecture on geo¬ 
logy, 169; picks up skulls in 
Bawliugs Boy, 3.52. (See Jlatu- 
ralist.) 
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Ferbrache, Wm., sledgo crew, N. 
divisioii, symptoms of scurvy, 
306. 

Figure-heads of the Aretio ships, 4. 

Finner wlialc, 20. 

Fire, precautions against, firc-liole, 
160, 161: alarm of, 226. 

• Fishing on tlie Torsko bank, 25. 

Fiskoruaes, expedition off, 21. 

Fitting out the expedition, 1 to 8. 

“ Flo,” Eskimo dog, mot with adrift, 
near Ciipo Joseph Henry, 323. 

Floes. (See Ice.) 

Floe-bergs, description of, 114; 

Alert” secured inside a fringe 
of, 122,125; split by intense cold, 
211 . ’ , 

Floe-berg Bench, depot at, 122, 
121; desolate scone at, 126; view 
from, 127; winter qiiaitors at, 
132. 

Flowers. (See Vegetation) 

Foot-ball on tlie ice, 77. 

Foot-gear, while sledging, 260, 261, 
268, 280. 

' Foraminifera brought up at tlie ex¬ 
treme north point, 309. 

Fossils, collections in Bessels Bay, 
102; in the coal, 350. 

Ji'essil plants, at Ataneker.llnk, 37 ; 
in tile coal near Discovery Har¬ 
bour, 350. 

Foulke Fort, 51, 50, 69, 330. 

Foxes, traces of, 00, 107; fox shot, 
354. 

Fox trap, 68. 

•Francombe, Reuben, H.M.S. 
“Alert,” parts and songs by, 173. 

Franklin Pierce Bay, 72. 

Fraser, Cape, 55, 72; Eskimo ro- 

• . mains on, 68; passed by tlie 
ships, 92 ; meeting of the tides, 
413; rounded, going south, 353. 

Ij'rlioriok VH.,Cape, ship in danger 
V!t5J14. 

Frederic, 29, 128. (See Eskimo.) 

Freezing, txpeiimeirts in, 223. 

Fresh meat, 186. (See musk-ox, 
* bales, Brent geese.) 

Fiost-b tes, danger of,81; Petersen 
_ fiost-bitten in the autumn, 129; 
’ danger of, in autumn travelling. 


142; many frost-bites in return 
autumn jourAey, 147; Lieut. 
May’s severe frost-bite, 148; 
other frost-bites and amputal ions^ 
148; sufferers (Airing the winter, 
198; precautions against, 199, 
208; on the dog sledge, in 
journey to “ Discovery,” 249. 

“ Frost-bite Range,” 148. 

Frozen oec.an, 200,215; depOts can¬ 
not be laid out on, 23 4,214; clifli- 
ciilty of travelling over, 212; 
movements of, 242 (See Palmo- 
crystic Sea. Slodgings.) 

Fulmar petrels, 361. 

Gales of wind in the Atlantic, 17, 
18; in Smith Sound, .59; in 
Robeson Channel, 119; at Floe 
Berg Bcacli, 124; furious gale 
during autumn travelling, 133, 
134; ill winter quarters, 205, 
206; while sludging, 282, 283, 
28.5, 296, 297; on the voyage 
homo, 36(i, 367. 

Gocsc. (See Brent.) 

Geology, lecture on, by Captain 
Feildcn, 169. 

Geological colieolions, 31, 102,116, 
350. (See Fossils.) 

Geological formation,^!, 67, 68; 
physical aspect of the coast linc.s, 
99. 

Ger-falcon, 362. 

Giffard, Lieut. R.N, H.M.S. 
“ Alert,” magnetic obserjfcr, 154; 
in charge of the printing, 164 
(«.), 109, 17.5, 215, 216; lectiii-e 
on magnetism v by, 169; parts 
taken by, in tlicatricals, 214. 

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, musicians 
on board ship of, 7. 

Glaciers: of Jmobshavn, .32; of 
the Waigat, 36; of Omenak fiord, 
38; near Cape 5’oik, Petowik, 
48; Crystal Palace, 50; my 
brother John’s (of Kane), .52; 
twin glaciers, 00, 01; of Orin- 
nell Land, 64, 73, 83; in Bessels 
Bay, 99; Tyndall, 359. 

(Jlauoous gulls, 50. 

Go^lavn, arrival at, 26; lovely 
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woattiex at, 33; hospitality of 
the people, 33, tK)3, 3lU. 

Oodthaiih, expedition oif. 2t. 

fTOod. Josepli, potty oflicer, H.M.S. 
‘•Alert," song*by, 108. 

Gore, Wm., stoker, H M.S. “Alert," 
song hy, 210. 

Grampus, 21. 

Grand pulrcocrystic chorus, 210. 

Greenland, streams of ice, sweep 
down cast coast of, 23; coast of, 
25; natives oii east coast, 60; 
insularity of, argument from 
tides, 92; distant view from Floe- 
berg Beach, 128; exploration of 
northern coast, 212, 340. 

“ Greenwich,” observatory at win¬ 
ter quarters so culled, 152. 

Grinnell Land, description of, 67, 
72; coast lino, 94. 

Gulls, 50, 101, 332, 360. 

Guy Fawkes’ day celebrated, 179. 

Hair frozen into solid mosses, 209; 
effect of slcdgo travelJmg on 
colour of, 334. 

Hakluyt Island, 50. 

Hull Basin, 100, 101. 

Haloes, ‘JOO. 

Hannah Island, ships anchored in¬ 
sale, 100 L visit to, 101. 

Hans EgedI*, 24. 

Ha ns Hendrik, Eskimo engaged at 
Proven, 39; (‘nd< avourto engage 
his hrothcr-in-law, 48; seal shot 
by, 354. 

Hares, ‘traces of, 60, 107; at 
“Alert’s” winter quarters, 211; 
traces of, on tt'e I*olar Sea, 296, 
314; left by Captain Nares for 
N. division, 321; shot, going 
south, 345, 351. 

Harmonium, obtained from the 
“ Valorous,” at church, 187. 

Hartsteno Bay, arrival at, 51. 

Hawks, Cape, 83. 

Haves, Dr., 51, 52, 53, 72, 73, 85, 
99, 360. 

Hayes, Cape, Eskimo remains on, 
69; ascent of, 90. 

Hayes Sound, 60; tides in, 62 ; iij- 
tended exploration, 330. 


Henry Island of tliiyes, nut an 
island, (il. 

“ Jloiciilcs,” ir.M. sledge, I.ieut 
W. H. May, 1117, 217. 

Ililgard, Cape, Eskimo reuiaius on, 

G!). 

Hoskins, Coinmoiloro A. H., sledg¬ 
ing flag-staff presented by, SOI. 

Hons ng for winter quarters, l.TI, 

l.^y, i.aO. 

Hudson’s Bay Company’s 'I'aliog- 
gans, suitable in soft snow, 281. 

Hummocks, difliculty of marebing 
ov<!r, on the Polar Sea, 278, 27li, 
281, 281, 801; diseolonred by 
mud, 801; great b.arrior of, 308 ; 
great size, 8()i, 805; diffoicnl 
colours of, 3H). 

IIunt,AVm, ward-room cook, H.M.S. 
“Alert,” songs by, 214. 

Hydrostatics, lectino on, by liient. 
May, 109. 

Icc, first seen, 22; stream of, near 
Cape Fiirowoll, 23; the middle 
pack, 44, 45 ; dangers, 05, Oti; 
occupatimiB when dctaiiioil by, 
00; sliips stopped by, 57, 05, 78, 
82, 90, 9.5, 103,110, 113,121,311; 
ainuscments on the, 77; dock, 
cut in tlic, 80; grout height of, 
89; increasing tliiokness, 90; 
extending across Hall Basin, 100; 
pressure on Capo Frederick VII., 
114; of the Polar Ocean, 127. 
147, 200; the dangerous state of 
the, in autiiinii travelling, 141 :i 
movement of, during winter, 184; 
character of, in travelling over 
the Point Ocean, 284, 291,300; 
symptoms of disruption, 315, 
320; state of, on tlio voyage 
southward, 344. (See Palao- 
cry'stio, Blasting, Floe-bclgs, 
Hummocks.) ' 

Ice navigation, mo.st important 
maxim in, 45; uncertainty of, 
57, 01; qualities roquitcci foi', 
82. » 

Icebergs first sighted, 22; con¬ 
stantly seen, 23; in DUco Bai, 
32, 81; danger from, ill tli'e 
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^Vaigat, 38; indicate shoal water, 
tiO: daiigiT from, off Albert 
Head, G5; ships endangered by, 
01; number decreasing, DG; in¬ 
numerable, 359. 

Independence, Cape, of Kane, 08. 

Insects collected, 351. 

Isal>elh), Cape, 356, 357; Captain 
Markham lands at, 56, 57, 05; 
letters at, 358. 

Itivdliarsuk glacier, 36. 

Ivory gull, 46, 50,101. 

Jacobshavn, glacier of, 32. 

John Harrow, Cape, 03. 

JoUiffe, 1’iios., petty officer, II.M.S. 
“AleiV’ in Y. di>ysion sledge 
party, liolds out to the end, 320 
(»). 

Joseph Henry, Cape, 127; Aldrich 
starts for, in the autumn, 136; 
depot near, H7; dog “Sallie” 
lost at. 100; arrival of sledges 
at, 2()3; Hoes oif, 282; encamped 
abreast of, 285; description of, 
285; northcin division of sledges 
reaches, 321; last seen, 313. 

Kane, Dr., his open polar sea, 72, 

f 08, 360. 

Kardluk I*oinf, in the AVjiigat, 36. 

Kayak, difficulty of using, .‘50; ad- 
veniuie of Mr. Wootton, 30; 
Eskimo julot in, 43. 

Kennedy CitanncI crossc<l, 103; 
musk-oxen on east side of, 103. 

'•‘Kew,” magnetic observatory at 
winter quarters so called, 154. 

Kew Observatory, thermoinoter 
te«tcd at, 223. 

King ducks, 50, 332. 

Jvhapsacks, sledging, contents, 235, 
•236. 

lvif)ts, seen and secured at Distant 
ta^c, 110. 

I-a<ly Franklin Inlc’t, 103, 111. 

Ewfayotte Bay (of Kane), 98, 99. 

Kaucaster Sound, geology, 67; re¬ 
mains of Eskimo on sliores of, 
68 j ** Alert ” off mouth of, 360. 

Lemmings,/traces of, 107; descrip¬ 


tion. 115, 116; eaten by 

“Nellie,” 2lt; traces away 
from the land, 278. 

Loiters at Capo Isabella, 358; a^ 
Godhavn, 36;f; at Littleton 
Island, 358, 362. 

T.ieber, Capo, 102. 

Licvcly, 26. (See Godhavn.) 

Life-boat Cove, visit to, .53. 

Light, lecture on, by Lieut. Purr, 
It.N., 169 ; return of, 207, 225. 

Lime-juice, regular daily issuo o**, 
16; imiiohsibilily of u.^ing, whdo 
in a frozen slab!, away sledging, 
23S; taken on Die sledges by 
Commander Markham and Iffenf. 
l*aiT, 238; sorvoil out to slodgo 
crew by (Joinmaiuh'r IMarkli.im, 
305; useless unhss tlio wJxole 
volume is thawed, 305 ; iU use in 
the treatment of scurvy, 329; 
used on all sleilge jomnoys when 
its n.vc was possible, 330. 

Liiieoln Bay, 115; eoast between, 
ami Ciqie Union, 121; depot, 117, 
218. 

Jjiflle VahjarBou, play acteil by tlui 
oflicer.s, 214. 

Littleton I.slaiid, vLsit of Captain 
Nares and Commander Markham 
to, 53, .55; not v^ibnl, going 
soiitli, 358; mail at,*558, 362. 

Looms (see Birds), 40, 41. 

I.oom soup, 40. 

Louis Napoleon, Cape, Eskimo re¬ 
mains at, 69; passotL l)y the ship.', 
90. * 

Lyngcniuarkfjeld, ia Disco, ascent 
of, 91. 

M‘Clintock, Ailmiral Sir Leopold, 
slodgo of, tliO best, 281; siipeiin- 
tciuls outfit ol^ expedition, 2; liis 
detention in tlie Melville Bay 
pack, 44; sicdgo equipments 
superintended by, 231; on the 
absurdity of taking frozen limc- 
juico on sledges, 238; tea-leaves 
recomniemlcil by, 316. 

Magnetic ol>servutioiis, 31; wliile 

, sledging, 73, 180, 305; snow ob- 
i^rvatory fur, J52, 153, 209. 
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Magnetism^ lecture on, by I^ieu- 

teaaut Oiffard/il.N., 101). 
‘‘Marco Volo” H.M. sledge, 137, 

r 217,2r>3. 

l^farine shells foifml above sea-level, 

lie. 

Mfirkham, Commander Albert IT., 
iLN"., visit to Littleton Island, 53; 
to Cape Isabella, 5(»; to Hannali 
Island, 101; to Distant Cape, 
110; starts on an autumn rocuii- 
naissance, 128; starts on second 
autumn sledge journey, 133 ; on 
main autumn sledge journey, 137, 
111; in charge of magnetic ob¬ 
servations, 154 ; lectuic on astro¬ 
nomy, ICO; parts taken by, 171, 
214; follo\vc<l by a wolf, 22H; 
takes liinc-juico on his sledge, 
238; in command of then(U‘thern 
division of sle^lgt s, 212, 311; 
attains the most northern point 
over reached by man, 300, 311; 
resolves to abiiiidon large boat, 
288, 280; serves out lime-juice, 
305. 

Markham, Clements, on Eskimo 
wanderings, 08. (-SVe Clements 
Markham.) 

“Markham Ifall,” storehouse at 
winter quarters, 152; demolition 
of, 210. ’ 

:\raskell, William, II.M.S. “Alert,” 
songs by, 100, 210; parts taken 
by, 174; sledge crew, N. divi¬ 
sion, holdi out to tlie end, 317, 
318 (n.). 

jMay, liieutenantW.il., 11.N., starts 
on autumn travelling, 137; se¬ 
verely frost-bitten, 117; sutlers 
amputation, 118; astronomical 
observer, 152; his lecture on hy¬ 
drostatics, 109;'manager of the 
theatre, 2U; glee sung by, 210; 
sails his sledge, 231 («.); comes 
to the rescue of the northern 
division, 325; goes to succour 
Aldrich's party, 331, 332. 

Medical staff, their tests of tlie 
physical capacity of the officers 
and men, 15; unremitting care .of 
the sick, 333. , 


I Medical inspeefions, 187, 201 258 
I 320,337. 

Medical 8torr.s for sle<lge8,238(w.)- 
weight, 233. 

Medical instructions to commanders 
of sledges, 238. 

Melville Day, 18, 44; passage 
through. 44; hear limit in, 10. 

Melville Isluml, remains of Eskimo 
at, 09; mu.sk-oxen at, lOo. 

Men of the expedition, selection of, 
4; tests of physical capacity, 15; 
regular daily issue of lime juice 
to, 10; always reliable in an 
emergency, 125; suffeiings and 
excellent conduct in autumn 
travelling, 131, 145; their good 
humour and wit, 146; frost-bites 
and amputations, 148; clothing 
during winter, 1.59, 100; school 
for, in winter, 100, 107, 213; 
theatricals, 171, 173; Christmas 
ehe(3r, 195 ; fondness for dancing, 
19.5, 197, 204; cxeellcut health, 
201; paleness on return of sun, 
211; lieroic conduct wliile sledg¬ 
ing 277, 280, 287, 291, 302, 310, 
311,313,310, 352, 

Meteor, brilliant, seen at winter 
quarters, 201. » 

Meteorites at Ovifak, 31. 

Meteorological observations, 1C2, 
ISO, 183, 223. 

Muhlle pack, Captain Narcs’s re¬ 
solve to take the, 44. 

Miocene Period, coal of, discovered, 
317. » 

Mollies, 361. 

Moon, 181. (to Paraselcn®.) 

Moravian missionaries, 24. « 

Morton, Capo, 100, 102; depOt of, 

100 . 

Morton, Mr., Ids “open polar sea.” 
93; description of Capo (3ofJstj- 
lution, accurate, 98; uniibiVto 
ascend cliff, 98. 

Mosquitoes, plague in Greenland, 
32. 

Moss, Dr., surgeon, H.M.S. “ Alcri?,” 
reading by, 108; lecture on mock 
moons under the microscope^ 109; 
makes a balloon on Guy Fawkes 
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day, 180: paints sconery for 
llieatre, 171; succours the north¬ 
ern division, !12G; sketch for bill 
of ihro by, GiiS; paints the boats, 
245. 

Murchison Sound, 50. 

Musical instruments, 7. (^See Har¬ 
monium, Piano.) 

Musicians in the ships of Sir II. 
frilbcrt and Jolin Davis, 7, 8. 

Mnsk-oxon, traces of, GO, G1; hnut- 
in<r, 101; rangu of, lOG; traces in 
Discovery Harbour, 107; beef pre- 
Bcntfdby “Aleit” to “Discovery,’* 
108; hunt in Shift-lludder Bay, 
1IG; quantity of meat from, 18G, 
201; meat nearly stole n by dogs, 
207; in the summer, 

Vfustard and eross grown in the 
“Alert,” 205, 2U, Glo. 

•fares. Captain George S., U.N, re¬ 
solves to take the middle pack, 
41; visits Life-boat Cove ami 
Littleton Island, 58; comstant 
vigilance, GG; visits Hannah Tsh, 
lOJ ; as<5(*nds lull above Caj)e 
Morton, 102 ; selects winter quar¬ 
ters for “Discovery,” 107; ob¬ 
serves opening in the pack, 114 ; 
catches a lemming, 115 ; desirous 
of finding a more sheltered spot 
for winhir quarters, 128, 135 ; his 
account of sledge travelling, 140; 
lecture on astronomy, IGO; gives 
name to tlie Palmocrystic Sen, 
200 ; excellent health and spirits 
of tlioso under liis command at 
the commencement of the Now 
Ytnr, 204; lecture on sledging 
exjjeriences, 215; arrangement 
for opening communication with 
•“Discovery,” 24G; unjust attack 
>pon, regarding lime-juice, 237; 
ab«.irdlt.y of the charge against 
him, 238; his Union Jack taken 
with northcni division, 258; at 
Capo Joseph Henry Depot, 321; 
leaves hares for northern division, 
321; comes to the relief of the 
noythem division, 325, 327; de¬ 
cision to return home, 337, 346; 


nuxiety for safety of Beaumont, 
349; accepts* offer of coal at 
Lgedesminde, 3G3 ; lands at Va¬ 
lentin, 3G7; satisfaction of tbs 
Admiralty witR liis conduct of 
tlu! Expedition, 3G8. 

Narwhal hunting, 59. 

Naturalist, zeal in a gale of wind, 
J9; visit to Ovifak, 31; finds 
lilskiino remains at Cape Bccchcy, 
t>9 ; ascends hill in Bessels Bay, 
lOl; at distant Capo, 110. {See 
Vcildcn, Captain.) 

“Nellie,” Commander Markham’s 
black retriever, covrted by Es¬ 
kimos at Proven, 39; dislike of 
Eskimo dogs, 78 ; surprise at the 
tabogganing, 188; stood the cold 
W(‘1J, 188, 189; adventure with, 
in ihc unifilar house, 20!>, 210; 
eats tile lemmings, 212; followed 
by a wolf, 228. 

Nelson, TiOrd, an old Arctic oflicei', 
179. 

New Year’s day, 202, 203, 201. 

Nip, jireparations for, G5, 71, 83; 
off Ciipe M‘CJintock, 91 ; sontli 
of Cape Beeehey, 348. {See Ice.) 

Norman-1.oekyer Island, Eskimo 
remains on, Gt), 74; ^ (sited, 73. 

Nortli extreme, camj),|tt)7, 308; far- 
tlic.st point ever rcaeiiccl, 309,311. 

“North Water,” of Ballin Bay, 47; 
of Smith Sound, 72, 97. 

Nortluimbcrlaml Island, 50. 

Norton Shaw Cape, passed by the 
ships, 94. 

Observations, scitntific, in winter 
quarters, 180; dinieulties, JHO; 
while sledging, 305; at farthest 
iiortliern point, 307, 310. {See 
Magnetic, Mdxcoiological, Astro¬ 
nomical.) 

Ob8er\ntories, wooden, for transit 
instrument, 152; magnetic, 154; 
disniuntliiig of, 227- 

Ofliecis, selection, 4; tcfcts of phy>i- 
cul capacity, 15; amusements 
1G7; lectures by, InO; theatricals, 

• 1G9, 173; scientific observations, 
180; birthdays celebrated, 184; 
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Cliristmfts, bill ^of faro for, 19G; 
approval of decision of Ca)>taiii 
Nares to return, ;i:>7. {See umler 

* nanies.') 

Omenak fiord, discharging glaciers 
in, liH. 

Orchcsirn, Koyul Arctic Theatre, 
171. 

Osborn, 11- ar-Adiuiral Phorard, 
(Ub, dedicition to, v.; on E&- 
kimo \van<lerings, (>8. 

Ovifak, visit of naturalist to, 31. 

I*aok. {Sea Ice.) 

Dalrcocrystic Son, name given, 200, 
231. {Sea Frozen Oci-an.) 

rubcocrystio in lloboaon 

Channel, 02, 111, IIH. 

Talfcocrystic grand clioriig, 210; 
sung at the most northern po.si- 
tion c'v<T rcwhcd hy man, 310. 

“ Pandora” brings lidtcrs to Ca])C 
Isabella, 3.“)8; at Codhavn, 3G3 ; 
siglifed in tiio Atlantic, 3GG. 

Paraselomc, 181,200. 

Parr, I dent. A. C. C, K N., ascends 
tbe lull above Bessels Bay, 101; 
starts on autumn travelling, 133, 
137, 144; sledge goes tlirongli i 
tin' ic(‘, 144; in charge of astro¬ 
nomical (j^'scrvatory, 152; lecture 
on liglit by, 100; takes limo- 
juicc on his sbdge, 238; an in¬ 
defatigable road-maker,28G; sent 
to the ship for help, 322, 325. 

Parry, ^ir 'Edward, his farthest 
northern point passed, 150; his 
sense of the importance of exer¬ 
cising and iin^Voving the minds 
of the moil in winti r quarters, 
1G3, IGG; attempt to reach the 
iwlo, 243 (rt.). 

Parry Islands, EsKirao remains on 
slioros of, G8. 

Payor llarlionr, 58. 

Pearec, Alfred, Il.M.S. “ Alert,” 
songs by, 21G; severely frost-bit- 
ton, 28G; uttacki'il by scurvy, 280. 

Pemmican, 237, 270. 

Peudnluin Islands, Eskimos met 
witli near, GO. 

Petermaun fiortl, 100 ; fine viev' of, 

TiiTi'J 


Peterson, Danisl i di )g-dri ver ,-1 ntn m 11 
travelling, 128, 120; starts for 
“ Discovery,” 218; fro'-t-t-itten. 
218; efTorts to save his life, 248 
to 254; brought back to tlie 
ship, 251 ; death of, 255, 321. 
Potowick glacier, 48. 
Photograjdung at Oodhavn, 31. 
Pinkey and Collins’ patent topsails, 
3. 

Plants. 31, 57, GO, 74, 107. {Sea 
Vegetation.) 

Plays. (aScc'P hcatricals.) 
Play-bills, 173, 175, 17G, 214. 
Plymonili, visit from Coiumandor- 
in-Chief, 11. 

; P<dor Ocean, 122, 128, 215, 231, 
242; Parry’s attempt to slcdgci 
over, 243 {n.); march of the 
northern division over, 27G, 311 
(.‘see Hninmocks), 285,301; young 
ice, 20G. 

I Polaris Buy, 100; state of lime- 
I jnicc found in, 305; slcdge-crcw 
I rcerniting at, 31G, 311). 

‘‘Polaris,” visit to tier second winter 
quarters, 53, 51; her cruis«‘, 72 ; 
T)r. Bessels of, 02, 00 ; land at en 
j from, lOl; mnsk*ox shot hy crew 
I of, lOG; Eskimo kind to crew of,* 

! 3G0, 

Polarization of light, observations, 
180. 

“Poppie, ’ IT.INI. sledge, Lieut. Gif- 
fard, 217, 250. 

Peppies, 57, 74. 

Popular eutertainmonts in winter' 
quarters, IGS, 1G9; programmes, 
175, 17G. 

Portsmouth Dockyard, ship.s fittiivg 
out at, 1; harbour, departure of 
expedition from, 0,10; return to, 
3G8. 

Potent Ulus. 310. ^ . 

Prayers, 187. {See Divine cer- 
vice ) 

Pn'sonts to tbe expedition, 6, 7, 
193, 194. 

Preauient T.and has no existence. 

101 . 

Prince Patrick Island, heavy jiagl 
I on west coast of, 200. 
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Prince Bcgcnt Inlet, formation of 
iclilfi), Bt, 67. 

Fiinting office In winter quarters, 
)6i, 10.5; prospectus, 104; bills 
of fare, 185. 

Prologue, Royal Arctic Tlieatre, 
172, 17;t. 

Protooocoiis nivalis, 48. 

Proven, arrival at, 38; survey of, 
39. 

Provisions for sledging, weight, 
233; scale, 237. 

Ptarmigan, 225. 

Pullen, Rev. W. H., chaplain, 
II.M.S. “Alert,” glees by, 210; 
lecture on Arctic plants, 109; 
author of the prologiie, 171, 172, 
170; leads the choir,’l87; Christ¬ 
mas bill of fare by, 190; lines on 
the Now Year by, 202; a bur¬ 
lesque operetta written by, 214; 
grand chorus eoin|K)sed by, 210; 
sorvio.! on departure of sleilges, 
2.58, 259; lines welcoming return 
of sledges by, 330. 

Queenstown, rendezvous at, 307. 

Eadmore, John, chief carpenter’s 

, mate, H.M S. “Alert,” sledge 
crew in northern division, holds 
out against scurvy, 310; to ti.e 
last, 320 (re.). 

Radmore Harbour, Eskimo’s re¬ 
mains at, 09. 

Rainbow, 325. 

rllawlings, Thos, petty officer, 
H.M.8. “Alert,’ captain of 
sledge, northern division, at¬ 
tacked by scurvy, 306. 

Rawlings Hay, 352. 

Rawson, l.ieutcnant Wyatt, R.N., 
joins the “ Alert ” from the “ Dis¬ 
covery,” 108; visits Distant Caiie, 
■ JIO; glees by, 109; parts taken 
in theatricals by, 174, 211; skill 
in tabogganing, 187; visit to 
snow hut built by, 212; accom- 

• pauies .Egerton on journey to 
“Discovery,’ 217; his eflbrts to 
save Petersen, 249 to 254; ar- 

• rives from “ Discovery,” 310. 


Rawson Cape, 219, 31.3. 

Records left at dl.ipe l.sabidl.i, 57; 
in cairn on Hannah Island, 101; 
at extreme northern ])oint, 312' 
at G.iirn Point ^vinter (inniters)’, 
341. 

Reindeer, Port Fonlko, 52; traces, 
00; scarce ue.ar Egedesminde, 
305. 

Retrospect on New Year’s day, 197. 

Reward for oiossing 8;!rd parallel, 
292 (n.). 

Richardson Bay, 99. 

Right whales, 21. 

Kink, Dr., on the Eskimo, 33. 

Ritcnbcnk, ex|>edition at, 31. 

Road-making on the ice, 273, 275, 
277, 279, 280, 292, 291. 

Robeson Cliannel, 09; vi(!W of, 110; 
jmsition on American chart not 
to be recognized. 115; palieoerys- 
tic does of, 118; examination of 
liords, 212. 

Rorqual whale, 21. 

Ross, ,Sir John, Arctic highlanders 
of. 48; red snow, 48. 

Rotges, or little auks, 10, .50, 300. 

Koyal Arctic Theatie, 109, 170; 
prologue, 172; plays, 173, 214. 

Rudder, arrangemeut for unship¬ 
ping, ;i; head damaged, 07; un¬ 
shipped for a nip, iW; seriously 
injured, 113; shifted, 113; fre¬ 
quent necessity for unshipping, 
344; head badly wrcncho.l, 344, 
351. 

Sabine, Cape, 55, .57, .59; Eskimo 
remains o.i, OiJ; passed, going 
south, 350. 

Sails for sledges, 231 (».). 

“ Sallie ” suspected of robbingRaw- 
son’s dep(5t, 2ljt. (See Dogs.) 

Salt beef, character of, 151. 

“ Sanderson, his hope,” shooting 
looms at, 40 

Sanitary condition of the men in 
winter quarters, 187. 

Suxifr.ige, .57, 74, 310. 

Scenery of (Ireenland, 21; from 
Disco, 31: in Di co B.iy, 35; in 

* tile Wa'gat, 30; near Cairn Yoik, 
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48, 50; of the glaciers, 60: off 
Capo Ilawks, ,83; at winter 
quarters, 126; at tho extreme 
northern point, 310, 311. 

fechool in winter quarters, 165,166; 
last assemblage of, 213. 

Scientifie observations in winter 
quarters, 180. 

Scoresby on thesizcof therorqual,21. 

Seoresby Bay, 04. 

Scurvy, 237; premonitory symp¬ 
toms, 281, 285; dread of, 200; 
increasing symptoms, 303, 301, 
305, 313; decrease of appetite, 
311; e.\treino weakness, 317: 
outbreak on board the “ Aloit,” 
321: true causes of tho outbreak, 
320, 330; cure of patients, 333, 

339, 3 45; patients convalescent, 
365; outbreak in sledge crews 
of “ Discovery,” 346. 

Seals basking on the ice, 24, 15; 
shot by Hans, 354. 

Selection of officers and men for 
Arctic service, 4. 

Self, James, A.B., H.M.S. “ Alert," 
songs by, 216. 

Shells, marine, found above sea- 
level, 116. 

Shift-lludder Bay, 114. 

Shirley, John, stoker, H.M.S. 
“ Alert,” rf'hgs by, 168 ; attackeil 
by scurvy, 282; on the sledge, 
284. 

Shooting parties in summer, 338 to 

340. 

Sick. {See Scurvy.) 

Simpson, Thus., H.M.S. “ Alert,” 
in sledge crew, jiorthcrn division, 
attacked by scuivy, 306. 

Skating, 77, 110. 

Sky, beauty of, 83. {See Meteor, 
Sun.) ( 

Sledges, description of, 231 (a.); 
sails for, 231 (a.); weight, 23:1; 
bouts on, 242 (a.); required for 
northern division, 211; doj 
sledge sent to “ Discovery,” 217 
departure of sledges in tin 
spring, 257, 258; sledge stand- 
arils, 258; art of packing, 277 
high-runuer sledges the best, 281 


(See Dogs, Marco Polo, Hercules, 
Victoria, Bloodhound, Bulldog, 
Alexandra, Challenger, Poppie, 
Clements Markham.) 

Sledge crews, exorcise of, 227. 
Sledging, first lessons in 58; with 
dogs, 79,80, 81,128; first experi¬ 
ences, 129; severe work, 133; de¬ 
tails of, 137; shore-going notions 
of, 138; realities, 139; lecture on, 
by Captain Naros, 215; grand 
palasocrystic chorus, 216; prepa¬ 
rations for, during tho winter, 
230; equipments superintended 
by Sir Leopold M‘Clintock, 231; 
weights, 233; auxiliaries and 
dcpols, 231; to’-ts, 235; cooking 
apparatus,*235; contents of knap¬ 
sack and storebag, 237; scale of 
juoviaions, 237; medical stores, 
238 (».); clothing, 239, 240; pro- 
, gramme of slodeing operations, 

I 211; tho first encampment, 260; 

I intense cold, 259, 262 ; arrival at 
I autumn depot, 263; daily rouline, 

I 264 to 270; roadmaking, 273,275, 

I 276; increasing difficulties, 304; 

‘ method of advancing, 295, 304, 

1 306, 313; most northern encamp- 

1 ment, 307; extreme northern, 
! point, 399 to 311; return journey 
I of northern division begun, 312; 

I noithcru division reaclios land, 
321; return of northern lUvision, 

I 327; western division, 331, 332; 

eastern division, 350. (See 
! Autumn, Hummocks, Tempera- 
I ture. Foot-gear, Conk.) 

Sleeping-bags, 139,235,210; weight 
j of, 233; frozen hard, 280, ,283, 

1 287. 

Smith, Mr. Krarup, Inspector oT 
I North Greenlan.l, his hospitaliVv, 
I 26,29,363. I 

I Smitli Sound, 47, 49, 69. • * 

, Snow, crimson, 48; heavy falls "in 
; Smith Sound, 71,73,95; in Rohe- 
; j son Channel, 111, 119,121; heavy 
I I falls during autumn truvelliusf, 
• I 147; buildings with, 152, 153, 
; I lot; temperature at dift'ereni 
; I depths, 162; heavy drifts during 
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winter, 205; drifta while sledge 
tiavolling, 261, 287, 306. 

Snow blindness, precautions against, 
240; use of goggles, 286, 303. 

Snow bunting seen bv sledge crows, 
319. 

Snow hut built by Kawson, 212. 

• Sorrel, 345. 

Soundings at extreme northern 
point, 308,309. 

Sonthsea Common, farewell to the 
expedition from, 9,10. 

Specific gravity observations, 180. 
Spectrum analysis observations, 
180. 

Standards for sledges, 258. 

Stanton, Cape, in .vight,,103. 

Sto.'im, lecture on by Mr. Wootton, 
169. 

Stone, Geo., of tho “Diseovory,” 
serving on bcwird tho “Alert,” 
songs by, 174. 

Store-bag, sledging contents, 237. 
Stoves, 158. 

Stuckberry, Tlio-i., petty ofilccr, 
H.M.S. “ Alert,” parts and songs 
by, 173, 216. 

Summer, k47, 339. 

Sumner, Cii]>e, in sight, 103. 

^iun, sets at midniglit, 127; final 
dUapiKjarancc, 141; last view of, | 
148, 150; date of final departure, 
151,178; longing for tlie return 
of, 207; return of, 219, 220,221, 
222; elToct of, on tlio ice, 207, 313. 
Sylvester heating apparatus not 
r supplied, 158. 

Syulo^^•, Robert, A.B., II.M.S, 
“Alert,” printer, 104 (».), 109, 
175,210, songs by, 214. 

Tabogganing, 187. 

TjiJioggaiiH, Hudson’s Bay Com¬ 
pany's sledges, suitable for soft 
‘snow, 281. 

Temperature, observations for, 162 ; 
variations during winter, 183; 
extreme cold, 223, 224; while 
©lodging, 2.59, 202, 278, 283, 280, 
290, 291, 29.J, 302, 31.3, 311, 320. 
Tents, l:-:9; weight, 233; deScrip- 
• tiojl of, 2.35, 200. 


Terns, 110, 332. 

Tests of physical capacity, 15. 

Theatricals, dresses, 171; orchestra, 
171 ; prologue, 172; plav-bills,, 
173,175,176,214; plays, 173,211. 

Thormometors tested, 221. 

TJiermomotrical observatiou.s, 162, 
223. (jSce Tcmpt*raturo.) 

“Thursday pops,” 168, 169, 175, 
176, 215. 

Ti<lal observations at Twin Glacier 
Bav, 62 ; in winter quarters, 161, 
180. 

Tides, meeting of, at Capo Fraser, 
92; in Polar Sea, .301, :«)9. 

“ Tigress,” sit Pife-hoat Cove, 53. 

Torsko bsink, fi.shing on, 25. 

Trafalgsir day celebrated, 179. 

Turnstones, 300. 

Twin Glacier Bay, 61. 

Tyndall Glacier, 359. 

“Unies.” (S'ec Nsirwhals.) 

Unililar TIous(\ 20!). 

Union, Cape, 101,10.3, 118; rounded, 
121, 122; pre.ssuro on, 125,313. 

Union Jack of Csiptain Niires, 
tsikcn willi the northern divt.sion, 
2.58; planted at the most Jiortliern 
point, 309. 

Upornivik, 11, 42, 43, :i^S. 

j Vsilentisi, “Alert’’ at,367. 

Valorous,” ll.lil.S., to ls)ko out 
stores to Disco, 6; joins tho Arctic 
shi]>s, 11; to make tlie best of 
her way to Disco, 14; at Disco, 28; 
kindness of captain and ofii<;ur.s, 
33; fiirew'ell to, 35 ; lo.-^t siglit of, 
37; jolly-boat laiulcd at DoIjl)iu 
Bay, 84; hurmoiiiuiu obtain(;d 
from, 187. 

Vegrtatiori at jrodliavn, 31; at 
Cape Isab<dla, 57; at Twin 
Glacier Bay, 60; at Norman 
Lockyer Island, 71; in Discovery 
Harbour, 107; lecture on Arctic 
plants l)y Mr. Pullen, 169; of the 
Arctic sununer, .'HO. 

Ventilation during winter, 158; 
,drii>, 182. 

“Viph^ria,” H.M. sledge, Tdeut. 
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Parr, ll.N., 137, 217, 253; goes 

tlirnugli thf! 

Victoria Head, 07. 

y<in Buell, Cape, 93. 

Wnigat, scenery of, 3G; danger 
from fogs and icebergs, 37; steam 
out of, .38. 

Wales. H.B.II. the Prince of, visit 
to Arctic, ships, 8. 

Wales, Prince of, Monnt iins, 50. 

Walrus seen on the ice, 45, 74; 
hunts, 74, 7!), 70. 

Walter Bathurst Cape, 300. 

Warming apparatus not supplied, 
157. 

Warming arrangements during 
winter, 157, 158. 

W^ashington Irving Island, ancient 
cairns on, 85. 

Weights for sledging, 232; to he 
dragged by each man, 233; in 
Parry's expedition, 243 (n.). 

Welc.imo of sledge tvavillers to 
ship, 335, 330; of the expedition, 
on return to England, 308. 

Wliales, 20, 21. (.''ee Cetaceans.) 

Whide Sound, 49, 3.59. 

White, Mr., engineer, H.M.S. 
" Alert,” lecture on history by, 
109; partfj*,aken by, at the thea¬ 


tricals, 174; improvement of 
sledge-cooking apparatus ky, 
2 : 10 . 

Willow, 74. 

Wind. (See Gales.) 

Winter, approach of, 120. ^ 

Winter quarters, precarious nature 
of at Kloe-borg Beach, 120, 132; 
preparations for, 151 to 251; 
loutine, 100. (See A'cntilation, 
Warming, Housing, Clothing, 
Fire-hole, Amusements.) 

Wolf, appearance of a, 228, 229. 

Wolves, traces of, 00, 107, 321; 
alarm of, 199. 

Woman Islands, 41. 

Wood, Sorgijant, H.M.S., “ Alert,” 
recitation and song by, 210. 

Woolley, Wm.; H.M.S., “Alert,” 
parts and songs by, 173. 

“Woolwich,” snow powder store¬ 
house at winter quarto i-s so called, 
1.54 : dismantling of, 227. 

Wootton, Mr., engineer, H.M.S. 
“Alert,” adventure in a kayak, 
30; his lecture on steam, 109,175; 
glee sung by, 210. 

York, Capo, 47, 49. 

Young, Sir Allen, gratitude to, for, 
bringing nut letters, 358, 302. 


THE END. 


PKINTED AT THE tIAXTON FEESS, BETCI.ES. 



THE GREAT FROZEN SEA. 


CIIAl'TEU I. 

FITTING OUT. 

“ Vitaillcd w.as the sliippo, it is mi dn'ilr, 
lliibuiidantly fdr him ii ful Idiif,' spiu'O; 

Arid other necossarios that ahiild iicdo 
She had ynow, heried be (ludde’s j^raco : 

Foj' wind and weallier, Ahni'.^hty (Ind pnicluace, 

And briiiff liire honie, I can no belter say 
linf in the see she driveth forth hire way," 

@11 M'CEii (Man Ilf Lairi/.i Tiihj. 

The above quaint lines, written live hnndriil years 
ago, well describe the scenes that were Ixdng enacted 
during Hho .months of April and May, 1875, in 
Portsmouth Dockyard. 

Busy as this greal naval depot of England almost 
always is, it is seldom, in peace time, that so much 
interest is shown in the ^equipment of two small' 
steam-vessels as was the case with regard to those 
that were then lying “ all a taunto ” in the steam 
basin of that extensive yard. 

The names of those comparatively small ships were 
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the “ Alert ” and the “ Discovery,” their destination 
the unknown North. 

Although of insignificant size, in comparison with 
the huge ironclad monsters by which they were 
surrounded, yet a close observer would readily detect 
signs of great strength in these two business-like 
looking vessels. And very necessary was it that they 
should possess strength and powers of resistance of no 
ordinary kind, for they were destined to grapple and 
fight with the heavy and unyielding ice floes of the 
Polar Ocean. 

The two ships had been very carefully selected and 
fitted for the important work in which they were 
about to engage. The “ Alert ” was a 17-gun sloop, 
and had already served two or three commissions on 
foreign stations before she was converted for Arctic 
service. The “Discovery” was built in Dundee for 
the whaling and sealing trade, in which she had been 
engaged for a short time off the coast of Newfound¬ 
land, before she was purchased for the Arctic ex¬ 
pedition. 

The “ Alert ” W'as thsyoughly strengthened, and, 
under the supervision of the Admiral Superintendent 
of the Dockyard (Sir Leopold McClintock), adapted in 
every way for the hazardous service on which she was 
about to be employed. 

After a complete overhaul of her hull, all defective 
timbers and beams were removed, and replaced by 
sound ones; extra beam power was introduced; an 
external sheathing of seven inches of teak, tapering 
from amidships to four inches forward and three 
inches aft, extending from the keel to the waterways, 
was put on; whilst a longitudinal beam, placed 
between the shelf-piece and the lower-deck waterway 
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internallj', bound and strapped the whole ship 
together. Extra iron knees were introduced in order 
more effectually to resist th(F enormous pressure of 
the ice ; and the stem ivas fortified outside with half¬ 
inch iron plates extending to about ten or twelve feet 
aft, whilst inside the* bow W’as strengthened by 
numerous diagonal beams and dead-wood. 

Between the inside planking and the lining were 
placed slieets of felt fer the promotion of warmth. 
New waterways, of a most substantial form, were 
added; and the ship w’as divided into watertight 
compartments. 

Two large davits projected over each quarter of the 
vessel, by the aid of which the rudder, some three 
tons weight, W'as easily shipped and unshipjied wlien 
in danger of being damaged by the ice. On these 
occasions it would bo suspended horizontally over the 
stern from the davits. 

Around the gal ley-funnel was an ingenious con¬ 
trivance for making water, consisting of a large 
reservoir 1^ receive cither snow or ice; this, being 
dissolved by the heftt froi* the fire underneath, is 
drawn off jhrongh a tap at the bottom, thus providing 
our water supply. Like all vessels employed in the 
whaling trade, both ships were fitted with I’inkoy and 
Collins’* 2 iatotit reefing and furling topsails ; and each 
liossessed a steam-winch on the uiiper deck, capable 
of being utilized for many jnirposes. 

At the maintop-gallant-mast-hcad of each vessel 
was a large barrel-like objpet. This was the crow’s 
nest, a very necessary item on board all ships destined 
to navigate the igy seas. Both shi 2 )s were barque- 
rigged, and wore supplied with the ordinary con¬ 
trivances used on board short-handed merchant 
vessels to facilitate the woA. 
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They formed, indeed, a curious contrast to the 
heavily rigged hut trim men-of-war, which, with their 
tapering spars and faifltlessly squared yards, lay in 
the harbour near them. 

Each vessel was supplied with nine boats of various 
shapes and sizes, specially designed and constructed 
for the service peculiar to Arctic waters. Two of 
these were completely equipped for whaling, so as to 
be able to follow and capture v?alruses and narwhals. 
They were both fitted with harpoon-guns fixed on 
swivels in the bows. The ice-boats were three in 
number for each ship, and were built as light as it 
was possible to mahc them. Paddles were supplied, 
by which they could be propelled, as well as oars. 
They were all carvel-built boats, and the bows of each 
were armed with a broad sheet of copper as a protec¬ 
tion from the ice. 

The figure-heads of each ship, like their fittings, 
were exactly similar. They were what are commonly 
called “ fiddle-heads,” having the Union Jack painted 
on them, and underneath the word Ubiqve; and to 
no flag can that word i )0 mbre truly and more 
appropriately applied. Kvcryu'hcrc is it to be found, 
even beyond the limits of the abode of man ! 

The clothing and provisions supplied to the ships 
were in a groat measure regulated according to the 
establishments by which preceding expeditions had 
been fitted out, and were almost identical in texture 
and quality. 

Great care was taken in the selection of both 
officers and men, and none were appointed until they 
had undergone a searching medical examination as 
to their fitness for Arctic service, several being 
rejected who had the appearance of being fine and 
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cliKiblo yonii" folloM'S. The slif'htcst ( 1 « reel, such us 
had teeth or old wounds, was a suHieieut pretoxt for 
refusing the services oi otliei;j\ise appai-ently strong 
and healthy men. Xunierous were the volunteers 
that came forward, rendering the task of selecting 
a few from the nund)ur of eagi'r willing men that 
presented themselves one of no little dil'Iiculty. 

'Their social and moral qualilic.alions were as 
strictly inquired into ,as was their ph\sical condi¬ 
tion; and men of a hap[ty and genial disposition 
were selected in pri'I'ereiice to others who apptaared 
morc'se and taViturn. 

“Can you sing or damte ? or what can you do for 
the amusement of others wei'e (piestions invariahly 
addressed to candidates for Arctic service hy the 
hoard of otlicers ap])ointed to select from the nume¬ 
rous aiiplicants who ]iresented thenisehes. 

'The ray of pleasure that lighted up the faees of 
those individuals who were informeil that they were 
to he of ^that small chosen h.and, indicated most 
clearly the p(q)ularity of the enter|iri/,e anningst 
the men of the Jtoyal Xavy^ whilst the disajipointed 
ones, and they were many, showed only too plainlx 
tlu^ mortilleation thiy experiemaal at heing Jieject<‘d. 
As an instance of the cjigerncss evinced hy the men 
to h(‘ eitqdoyed in the ex]»edition, a gallant cajdain 
commanding a ship at Portsmouth called at the 
ollicc where the mtai were heing entered, anil re¬ 
quested advice, lie said, “ An order has come on 
hoard 1113' shi2), directing mi' to send volunteers for 
Arctic service to this oHice. AVhat am 1 to doy 
'The whole shiji’s comiianv, nearly eight hundred 
men, have given in their names I ” 

'This is merelj’ mentioned in order to show the 
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amount of interest taken by the whole navy in 
the cause for which the ships were being equipped. 

The ships’ companion being completed, officers and 
men were unremittingly engaged in the various duties 
incidental to fitting out. Provisions and stores, sufS- 
cient to last for three years^ had to be received on 
board and stowed away. There was no waste space 
on board either vessel. Every little nook and corner 
was destined to be the receptacle of some .important 
article. The ships gradually settled down in the 
water as the weights on board accumulated, until they 
appeared to be alarmingly deep, whilst much yet 
remained unstowed. The Admiralty had, however, 
provided for this emergency. The “ Valorous,” an old 
paddle-wheel sloop of good carrying capabilities, was 
ordered to convey all surplus stores, that could not 
be stowed on board the two exploring vessels, as 
far as the island of Disco, on the west coast of 
Greenland. 

This was a very wise and necessary prccairtion, as 
it would be obviously unsafe to cross the Atlantic 
in boisterous weather, laden as the two ships un¬ 
doubtedly would have been if they had received no 
assistance from a third vessel in the conveyance of 
their stores. 

Through the kindness and generosity cf our friends, 
and of those who more especially interested them¬ 
selves in the progress of Arctic discovery, we received 
many useful and valuable gifts. Her Majesty and’ 
the members of the Ec^yal Eamily testified, in a 
substantial manner, the deep interest they took in 
the enterprize. The name of her Imperial Majesty 
the Empress Eugenie must always be associated 
with the expedition as one of its warmest friends. 
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Her kind and considerate present, consisting of a fine 
Avoollen cap for each individual, contributed materially 
to our comfort whilst engaged,in the onerous duties of 
sledging. 

To mention the names of all our generous bene¬ 
factors w'ould require, a chapter to itself. Books, 
magic lanterns, a piano, pictures, and money came 
pouring in from all sides; but smaller and less 
valuable,,though not tJie less appreciated, gilts were 
also received. A small case, with the superscrijition, 
“ A Christmas bo.v for my friends on board the 
‘ Alert,’ ” and containing four bottles of I'xcellent 
punch, and a little parcel of well-thumbed books and 
periodicals, showing undoubted signs of having been 
well perused, but which came with the “ best wishes 
of a warrant officer, himself an old Arctic exjtlorer,” 
were accepted with as much pleasure and gratitude 
as were the more costly presents. 

Games of all descriptions, to while away the long 
evenings,of a dark and monotonous winter, were 
purchased; whilst a complete set of instruments for 
a drum-and-fife band was (j^lso added to the long list 
of our necessaries. 

In devoting a certain sum of money to the ^nirchase 
of musical instruments and games, whm-ewithal to 
amuse‘ourfyjlves, we were only following an example 
set us many years ago; for when Kir Humphrey 
Gilbert sailed in 1583, for the puiTiose of discovering 
new lands, and planting Christian colonies ui)on 
those large and ample coinitries extending northward 
from Florida, we read that, “ for the solace of our 
people, and allurement of the savages, we were pro¬ 
vided of musicke in good varietie; not omitting the 
least toyes, as morris dancers, hobby horses, and 
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many like conceits, to delight the savage people, 
whom we intended to winne by all fairo mcanes pos¬ 
sible.” , 

Wc also hear, when that brave old navigator 
John Davis undertook his first voyage in 1585, with 
his two frail little barks, the “ Sunnoshine” and the 
“ Mooneshine,” that in the first-named vessel were 
twenty-three persons, of whom four wore musicians— 
a large hand in proportion ,to the complcmont of 
officers and men. 

In spite of the hustle and confusion that arc in¬ 
separable from the preparation of such an expedition, 
in sjiite of fresh paint and tarry ropes, several 
thousands of visitors came on hoard before sailing, 
to the no small hindrance of the work; hut it is 
feared that many others, owing to the stringent 
regulations that it was necessary to issue in order 
to have the vessels ready by the appointed time, 
were compelled to return to their homes without 
having tlie satisfaction of saying that tliey had been 
on board the Polar ships. Amongst those who 
honoured the vessels with a v.isit were liis Pioyal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, his Itoyal Highness 
the Duli/) of Edinburgh, and her Imperial Majesty the 
Empress Eugenie. 

The entertainments given in our honour were very 
numerous; many were almost regarded as fareivdl 
banquets. 

Wc were looked upon as public property; our 
hospitable countrymen, in the generosity of theii' 
hearts, never thinking thai W'e should like to spend our 
last few days in England in peace and quietness 
amongst our own friends, wished to feed us on the 
fat of the land, and send us to sea suffering from that 
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worst of all complaints, dyspepsia, accompamed 
perhaps by mal de mer. 

At length all preparations ,were completed. The 
day originally assigned for the sailing of the ex¬ 
pedition, the 2 Slth of May, dawned grey and misty, 
with dashes of rain falluig and lying in little pools on 
our freshly painted deck. During the forenoon we 
were honoured hy a visit ti’omthe Tjords Commissiomu's 
of th(i Ad^miralty, who .came to hid us farewell and 
success on our mission. This was the last ollicial 
visit paid to the vessels. At its termhiation ollicers 
and men were‘left i^i'etty much to themselves, so that 
their last ftiw hours in England might he spent with 
their own relatives. Four o’clock in the afternoon 
was the hour named for the departure of the ships, 
and punctual to tlm very niimih^ they cast off from 
tile dockyard jetty. Tlie hist ciahracc had been 
taken, the last fervent farewell had heiai wished, and, 
a good omen fur the coming voyage, as the vcssids 
steamed ^ut of rortsmouth ilarhour, all clouds 
cleared away, and the sun shone, out bright and 
joyous. During the day crovy.ls had been Hocking from 
all parts of England in ordi r to add their voices to 
those of other well-wishers to the enterprize. •Keldom 
before in that famous seaport town, although the 
centre oJ' majiy stirring events, had such a scene been 
witnessed. Thousands of spectators were congregated 
along the sea-face ‘extending from the dockyard to 
•Southsea Castle, and on the opposite shore of Gosport, 
to ^^itness our departure; and cheer after cheer 
pealed forth from the assembled multitude as we 
slov ly threaded our way amongst the numerous yachts 
and pleasure lx afs that had collected to hid us God- 
Blieed. A small thin li}ie of red, hardly to he 
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(listinguished amidst the more sombre hrie of the 
holiday seekers’ dresses, denoted the troops of the 
garrison drawn up to ,do honour to their comrades of 
the sister service, whilst their bands, breaking forth 
with the soul-stirring strains of “ Auld lang syne,” 
found an echo in the hearts of all connected with the 
exijcelition. 

It was, indeed, a proud ^moment for us as we 
witnessed this unmistakeable, demonstration, and felt 
that we, a small but chosen band, had been selected 
to carry out a national enterprize of such import¬ 
ance. 

If anything was required to assure us of the 
popularity of our undertaking, the spectacle that 
afternoon on Southsea Common was surely a con¬ 
vincing proof. 

There was but one responsive feeling in the hearts 
of every member of the expedition, namely, a deter¬ 
mination to deserve this confidence, and to achieve, 
with God’s help, such a measure of success as would 
prove satisfactory to the country and creditable to 
the navy. o 

It will be long before that scene is effaced from our 
memories. Our last view of Portsmouth was across 
a bright blue sea to a shore thronged with an 
enthusiastic and cheering crowd waving* a last 
farewell; whilst the last glimpse our friends had of 
us was across the same blue sparkling sea, the snow- 
white sails of our ships being lit up by the rays of the' 
setting sun. ^ 

Our feelings appeared to be reflected in the changes 
of the weather on that, to us, memorable day; The 
rain and mist in the morning were emblematical of 
the sorrow of parting; while when the sun burst 
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bright and jojous in the afternoon, we all felt 
lilBSured that the work on which we were about to be 
'a^tnployed would bo achieved, t^ad that the enterprize 
^inmenccd under such bright auspices would ter- 
fninate as well and happily. 

Nothing occurred to" mar the de2iarture; one 
incident only happened that might have terminated 
disastrously and tlirowi a gloom over the little 
squadron.. Immediately after the pilot had been 
discharged, one of the men of the “Alert,” in the 
excitement and ardour of resjjonding to the cheers 
with which we were on all sides greeted, lost his 
balance in the rigging and fell ovi'rboard. lie was, 
liowever, quickly jiicked iq) and brought on board 
none the worse for his immersion, although the 
consternation excited by this mishaj) to a boatload of 
men and women, who hai>pened to witness the 
accident, nearly resulted in fatal consequences. The 
half-drowned and thoroughly drenched man bcang 
restored t» his shiiuuates, the squadron having been 
joined at ^pithead by the “Valorous,” rounded the 
Nab-light vessel, and before a fine fresh north-easterly 
breeze sju-pad their sails and steered down channel. 

For many hours, however, they were esemded by 
a little yacht containing the relatives of some few 
of the Sfllcet's of the expedition, which following in 
their wake reluctantly jrarted only when all further 
communication was impracticable. 

This, and a visit we received on the following 
morning from the brave oh^admiral, the Commander- 
in-chief at Plymouth, when passing the 2)ort, was the 
last ^ight of friejids wo were destined to enjoy for 
many a long month. 

We all felt that we had bidden them a long farewell, 
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and from thenceforth, as far as they were concerned, 
we could only live in the happy memories of the 
past, buoyed up by hopes and aspirations as to the 
future. 

Experiencing fine weather, the anchors were 
dropped on the third day in the snug little harbour 
of Berehaven, in Bantry Bay. The object of this 
visit was to obtain our lasd; supply of fresh meat, 
and om’ last budget of letters-from home. A farewell 
ramble on shore amongst green fields and picturesque 
little farmhouses, where we wore regaled with de¬ 
licious fresh milk, was also enjoyed, and a visit paid 
to some Druidical remams near the long straggling 
village of Castletown. 

And hero, amongst the long green grass and by the 
side of clear rippling rivulets, ^ve gathered the last 
flowers of spring that would gladden our eyes until 
after our return to our native shore. Carefully were 
these floral treasures hoarded until an opi)ortunity 
offered of transmitting them to dear friends at home. 
It is related of one officer, who was so fortunate as to 
gather several siirigs of “forget-me-not,” and whose 
home ties were, perhaps, not so attractive as those of 
others, ffhat he ofl'erctl to barter small tufts of this 
precious little plant for a bottle of beer, or a pot of 
cocoa and milk, the two latter articles being exces¬ 
sively scarce on board the Arctic ships, and propor¬ 
tionately valuable. 

On the 2nd of June, the day following their arrival, 
the little squadron once more put to sea. From that 
date the receipt of all letters ceased. No more 
telegrams; no loving missives; all intelligence' from 
home must come to an end. We could live only for 
the future, and pray for a happy and speedy return. 
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t fore nightfall the high and rugged coast of Ireland 
d sunk below the eastern horizon, leaving nothing 
. ‘l^ible on the apparently hoiyidless ocean but our 
j^eo ships as they were lazily rocked by the long 
felling swell of the broad Atlantic. 

“ Tlie vessel ffontly ytiado lier litpiid wav; 

Tlio cloven billows flashed from otT Ikm* prow, 

In furiwvs formed thnfc majestic pl4)U;'li; 

The waters with their world were all bcfoi’o.** 



CHAPTER II. 

THE VOYAGE tO DISCO. 

“ Now from the sight of land, onr galleys move; 

With only seas around, and skies abovj. 

When o’er onr heads descends a cloud of rain. 

And night with sable clouds involves the main, 

Tlie ruffling winds the foaming billows raise. 

The scattered fleet is forced to several ways. 

.And from our shrouds 

We view a rising land like distant clouds. 

The mountain tops confirm the pleasing sight.” 

Virgil. 

The next morning we found that on leaving England 
we had also left behind bright sunshine and blue 
skies, and in their place gloomy grey douds were 
spread over us, while Tain fell sullenly through the 
murky air. This, with head winds, was our normal 
condition for many days. Steam was occasionally 
raised during any lengthened periods of calm; but 
the report from the engineer that steam was ready 
was, as a rule, followed by a r,eport from deck that 
a breeze was springing up, but invariably from aii 
adverse quarter. 

On the 5th of June«; in order to expedite our 
movements, the “Valorous” received permission to 
ignore the presence of a senior officer and make the 
best of her way to Disco; the “Alert” and “Dis¬ 
covery ” continuing their course together. 
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We were not many days together at sea before wo 
discovered the good qualities of our sliip’s company. 
There was a willingness abouV them that could not 
to bo appreciated, whilst the thorough good 
feeling that seemed to exist was highly satisfactory. 
As a j)roof of the desiits of each one to assist his 
! neighbour, it may not be out of place to mention that 
the iietty officers of the •“ Alert,” a day or two e.fter 
leaving haj.‘bour, requested permission to take turns 
with the able seamen in steering the ship, a duty from 
which, by their position, they are usually e.xcinpt. 
It need hardly be said their wish was immediately 
gratified. 

During the passage our medical stalT was busily 
^ngaged in ascertaining the physical capacities of 
■«very individual member of the expcilition. I'lioso 
experiments were by some jokingly resen t(;d as an 
fcnauthorized system of mental and bodily torture, 
plvery one’s age was carefully noted; height and 
|(reight aeciwately ascertained; dimensions round the 
chest measured; and by moans of an instrument 
called a spirometer the capaefty of the chest was also 
obtained; a clinical thermometer was inserted into 
the mouth and kept there for an apparentl/ inter¬ 
minable time for the purpose of ascertaining the 
temporaflu'c of the blood. The treatment we were 
subjected to in the cause of science was thus described 
by one whose acquaintance with the Itoyal Navy was 
only of a few days’ standing: “I was unceremoni¬ 
ously laid hold of and mea^mred, forced into a chair 
and weighed, was compelled to answer the most 
impertinent questions regarding my ago and connec¬ 
tions ; a horrid instrument was kept in my mouth 
||tt an hour or more, and I was forced to blow into 
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a maeliine until not a breath of wind was left in my 
body! ” The results of all these experiments were 
duly registered, the intention being to compare them 
with a similar examination on the return of the 
expedition, in order to ascertain the effects of an 
Arctic life upon the physical development of our 
bodies. 

The appetites of the officers, rendered doubly keen 
by the fresh sea air, were se inordinate a.s to cause 
serious anxiety in the mind of our worthy caterer, 
who was fearful that the allowance of provisions 
would never last the specified time, at the rate they 
were then being consumed. 

From the fifth day after leaving port lime juice 
was regularly issued to every officer and man in the 
expedition. Being considered an indispensable anti¬ 
scorbutic, it was essential that 2 n’ecautions should 
be adojffed to ensure the certainty of each man drink¬ 
ing it daily. It was therefore the jjractice to serve it 
out on the quarter-deck every forenoon in the presence 
of an officer. This was never omitted _ during the 
whole pc'riod that oun.expedition was absent from 
England. With one or two exceptions the lime juice 
was drunk with iileasure by tbc men, and the excep¬ 
tions wore gradually educated, by taking it in small 
quantities, until their dislike Avas cured. ► 

In consequence of the limited stowage capacity on 
board, the officers were unable fo provide themselves 
with a large stock of beer. A considerable quantity 
of wine and spirits, how,ever, was laid in; but as an 
anticipated absence of three years had to be provided 
for, we were restricted to an alloAv^inco of two glasses 
of sherry per diem, a glass of port or madeira once a 
week, and a bottle of brandy or Avhiskey about every 
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fourteen or fifteen days. On birtlidays or fete days 
we were also indulged in a glass of port wine after 
dinner. , 

Ten hogsheads of Allsojip's ale, hrewed espiadally 
for the Aretic Expedition, wi're ])rovided h^- (iovern- 
ment and formed part .of the sliip's stores. It was 
grand stulf—“ strong enough," as one of tlu‘ men 
observed, “ to make our hair eurl! ” 

AVe were not destined to enjoy tine weatlu'r long, 
and our passage across the Atlantic was by no means 
a pleasant or a comfortable one. dale followed after 
gale. If they*110(1 only blown from the right (juarter 
we should have been happy, but we had no such luck, 
they were sure to come ahead ! 

AYhat a lively ship was the “ Alert " ! making it 
(Utterly impossible to keep anything in its jdaei'. It 
was decidedly annoying, one day, when 1 entered iny 
j'cabin to find my nice smart crimson tahle-cloth 
drenched with ink; hut it was no use repining, and 
I could only exclain, with Lord Dorset— 

• “ Our paper, p(*ns, an<l ink, ntul wo, 
i Arc iij) amadou II at sou.” 

Liveliness was not her only peculiarity, idle was 
likewise excessively wet, and although battened down 
oarefullj» it jvas imiiossible to ki'cp the wafer from 
• going below. To those who are uninitiated in nautical 
terms it mu.st be ex^ilained that “ battening down ” 
•means the careful closing and covering with a tar¬ 
paulin of every skylight and hatchway, in order to 
prevent the water from finding its way lielow. In 
spite, however, of these iireeautions, it is excessively 
difficult to keep tfie lower deck of a small ship dry 
during heavy weather. 


c 
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On the 13th it was blowing furiously with a terrific 
sea, and we were compelled to “lay-to” under very 
reduced canvas. During the night a large steamer, 
supposed to ho bound for Quebec, passed close to us, 
so close indeed that we were compelled to burn blue 
lights in order to denote our. position, so as to avoid 
collision. 

On the same night a heavy sea struck us, and 
washed away our starboard whale boat. Our consort 
also suffered the same loss. Nearly all our fowls, 
which were in hen-coops on the up^^er deck, were 
drowned; only two escaping! Fresh meat being 
scarce the manner of their death did not prevent 
their appearance on our table for some days. This 
gale had the effect of dispersing our little squadron, 
nor did wo again assemble together until our arrival 
at Disco. 

No sooner had we recovered from the effects of one 
gale, than we were assailed by another. Our only 
consolation was, the very 2 >oor one of trying to believe 
that these storms would eventually bo the means of 
assisting us in our passage through Melville Bay, by 
breaking up the ice and blowing it out of Davis 
Straits J 

The discomforts entailed by the perpetual bad 
weather did not in any way cheek the ardour of some 
of the officers in their iiraisoworthy endeavours to add 
to the scientific collections of the expedition. It is 
related, but I will not vouch for the authenticity of’ 
the story, that on one occasion, when the shii) was 
labouring heavily, a hugli sea washed on board, find¬ 
ing its way down through the skylight into the ward¬ 
room, where it sjilashed about from side to side with 
every roll of the ship. An officer, a most zealous 
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'iftid enthusiastic collector in all hraiU'lies <>f nutuial 
History, beini' in bed at the tinu', tliouj^ld that he 
detected hy the dim liglil of a^lantern some inti-rest- 
ing, and perhaps unknown, specimens of zoology in 
the water, llis landing net was immcdiatcl\ called 
into requisition, and, iivm his bed. la‘ siiccisded in 
fishing up some of these snpjiost'd wonilcrfiil or¬ 
ganisms. The microscope was instanlly produced 
for the purjiose of ascirl;;iining the nature of his Ihul, 
when, to las great disappointment, he discovered lln v 
Were simply grains of buckwheat -part, of the slock 
that had been Rlid in for our unfortunate fouls! 

Our progress was tardy. Ou more than one 
occasion w'e were actually farther olf t'ajie |•'areuell, 
the point of land we were striving to make, than ou 
the day prcvio\is ! 

y As we approached Davis Straits, speeiilations were 
write as to wlu'ii and wluu'e we should meet our hist 
'400. The greatest eagerness was shown by all ou 
board to hi^come acquainted with the enemy whose 
fastnesses we were i)reparing to att.ack and from 
which we hoped to return victgrious. 

On the Soth of .fune, being still at some distance to 
the soutlnvard of Cape Farewell, a vessel was sighted 
steering in the ojiposite direction to oursehes. Wd- 
passed at toe^ great a distance to avail oursi Ives of 
such a favourable opportunity of sending letters to 
England, though thSre were many on hoard who 
Allowed an intense anxiety to conimmiicate. We 
suspected, and our reasoning iirovid correct, that 
this would be the last xa-ssel we should see for many 
a long day, and she xxas consequently watched with 
a great deal of interest. She was, in all pndiability, 
a homeward bound Peterhead vc.s.sel laden with 
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cryolite. The cryolite is a rare mineral and the sole 
one which has become an article of trade in Green¬ 
land. It is found only in one single S 2 iot called 
Ivigtut in 01° 10' N., imbedded like a massive body 
in the granitic rock, and not in veins or strata. In 
1857 a licence was granted to a private company for 
working the cryolite, and in the first nine years 
14,000 tons were cxi)orted in 80 ship-loads. Daring 
the next nine years the total export amovmtcd to 
70,000 tons. Cryolite is converted by a chemical 
process into soda and an alumina unequalled as 
regards purity and fitness for the art of dyeing.* 

As we neared the waters of Davis Straits, whales 
were observed in great numbers. They were prin- 
eijially what are called by the whalers “ bottle-noses.” 
This s 2 )ecies of cetacean is the Ilypeivodoii rostratus, 
and is from twenty to twenty-six foot long, with teeth 
in the lower jaw. The “ bottle-noses ” are seldom 
sought and captured by the whalers owing to the 
small amount of oil that they yield, not more than a 
few hundred-weight of blubber being derived from 
each one of this species A dead whale of the “ right ” 
or “ Greenland ” sort was also passed. What a jnizc 
for a whaler this would have been; worth about, 
£1,000! l)ut of no value whatever to us, so it was 
allowed to float by untouched. How the mouths of 
our ice quarter-masters, all hailing from those 
essentially whaling ports Dundee and Peterhead, 
watered as they beheld what by them would havb 
undoubtedly been considered a god-send! The 
evident look of wonder, not unpiixed with contempt, 
that showed itself upon their countenances was truly 
ludicrous when they found that we were about to pass 
See Dr. lliuk’s “ Greenland,” p. 79. 
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M> valuable a prize unheeded. This fish—for all 
■ right ” whales {Bolmiia nu/stici’tiis) are d(!iu>iniuateil 
^ fish ” by those engaged iif their capture—had 
Srobably been struck by some whaler and, having 
Inccecded in evading its perstsuitors, had sinci' died 
lof its wounds; or else* it had been killed by tlie 
iinvoteratc enemy of the whale tlu* Omi iihuimlnr, or 
“grampus,” sometimes * called “ sword-fisli,” vliicli 
pursues and harasses *thosc harmless unolfending 
leviathans of the deep whenever opportunities oiler. 
The roripial, or “ linner ” (/’/(//.svi/h.s iniliiiuoniiii), was 
also seen ; it is easily distinguished from the right 
whale by the dorsal tin peculiar to this cetace an, and 
from which it derives its name. The roiapials are 
seldom captured, great dil'liculty being experii need in 
killing these huge monsters, which are freiiucntly 
known to measure as niindi as ninety feet in length. 
'Scorcsby mentions one imaisuring one bundled and 
twenty feet. (Ireat as is tlndr sizi', howe\cr, the 
amount of*blubbcr to be obtained from them is vei'^ 
.;insignilieai>t. They feed upon cod-fish (as many as 
•eight or nine hundrcd*have bel'ii found in the stomach 
of one of these whales) and are constantly seen idf 
the south and west coast of Greenland. 

A falling temperature on the 27th of .Tune, ami 
a peculiar li<fht blink along the horizon, gave us due 
notice of the immq(liato proximity of ice. As the 
.weather was thick and foggy extra precautions were 
adopted in order to guard against coming into serious 
collision with any icebergs, for, however beautiful 
these floating islands of ice may be during bright 
clear weather, th«y are dangerous and formidable 
foes when near and unseen. 

True to the warning received, an iceberg was 
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shortly afterwards sip;]itcd, and by 4 p.m. the ship 
was steaming through loose detached fragments of 
heavy floe ice. ' 

It is impossible to describe the excitement that 
prevailed on board on this first introduction of many 
among us to that icy world in w'hich we afterwards 
lived for fifteen months. To me it gave rise to 
reminiscences of old times, but to the uninitiated it 
was an exciting scene, and'' was gased upon with 
intense interest. 

The officer of the watch, desirous,of having the 
honour of making the ship first touch ice, and being 
also under the impression that a reward of a bottle of 
champagne would be given to him who should first 
succeed in doing so, steered straight for a heavy piece 
nearly submerged. His efforts were crowned with 
success, but they were also accompanied by a gentle 
admonition that for the future he should be a little 
more careful of her Majesty’s property, and avoid all 
such fragments as wore likely to knock a hole in the 
bows of the ship. 

On the following mbrning tt'e sighted the high, 
bold, and snow-capped hills in the neighbourhood of 
Caiie Hcsolation. This headland was so called by 
that sturdy navigator, brave old John Davis, during 
his first voyage of discovery in the year iShS. In 
his quaint manner he describes ‘‘ the land being very 
high and full of mightie mountaines all covered with 
snowe, no viewe of wood, grasse, or earth to be seene, 
and the shore for two Ivages into the sea so full of 
yce as that no shipping cold by any meanes come 
ncere the same. The lothsome yiewe of the ‘shore, 
and irksome noyse of the yce was such as that it bred 
strange conceipts among us, so that we supposed the 
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place to be wast and voyd of any sencible or vegitable 
creatures, ■whereupon I called the same Desolation.” 

Icebergs were now coiistanfiy seen, some being of 
very considerable dimensions, and looming in the 
distance like real islands. As one of our men wittily 
remarked on seeing his first iceberg, it reminded him 
strongly of the Isle of Wight (white)! ! 

Tlic streams of ice through which the vessel was 
navigated .were composed of fragments of heavy pack 
ice, tiiat had in all probability drifted down the east 
coast of Greenland, and had been swept round Cai )0 
I’arewell. They were of very deep flotation, and 
groat care had to bo taken in steering the ship 
through, HO as to avoid striking those pieces more 
than was absolutely necessary ; so heavily laden was 
the ship, that the force of the blows in some instances 
was very seriously hit. 

Seals were seen basking lazily and dreamily on the 
ice, or following in our wake, staring inquisitively at 
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US with their large round eyes, looking for all the 
world like human beings. The fabulous merman and 
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mcrmaidcn seemed to us easily accounted for. The 
sepals observed were of two descriptions—namely, the 
PafloniifH /(I’lidiis, or “,floe-rat;” and the Papojdtiliis 
(Jrd'nldiidicKs, the “saddle-hack,” or common Green¬ 
land seal. 

llirds, common to these regions, hovered around, 
following us for days together and breaking the soli¬ 
tude that surrounded us with their joyous and glad¬ 
some presence. . 

The 1st of .July was a beautiful, bright, clear, 
sunny day, and to us was doubly welcome after the 
contimiotis bad weather which until now had been 
our lot. Not a ripple disturbed the calm surface of 
the sea as it lay blue and gleaming in the sunshine, 
llero and there a few small patches of ice reminded 
us of our pi’oximity to the Arctic circle, while a 
certain sharp-bracing crispness in the air, together 
with a rather low temperature, served to assure us 
that tlie higli snow-covered baud in the distance was 
in reality “ Greenland’s ley mountains”—uo hymnal 
myth as supposed by many, but grand ranges, devoid 
of all verdure, wrapped‘"in tlieir snowy mantle, and 
rising to an altitude of from two to three thousand 
f(!et above the level of the sea, a majestic and sublime 
leality. 

13y noon we were off the little Danish settlement 
of I’iskeruaes, and shortly aftei'wards passed that of 
Godthaab, but at too great a distance to make out 
the buildings or any signs of inhabitants. It was 
at Godthaab that llansJUgede landed on July 8rd, 
1721, with his wife and children, and commenced 
his noble and disinterested labour jof love among the 
Eskimos. The missionary institutions founded by 
Hans Egede and the Moravians have gradually in- 
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eorporiitfcl tlic whole population of Grconlantl into 
Cliiistiiin coinmunitics. 

'I’lio appearance of this part^f tlie coast of Groen- 
laiul was very striking, especially to those wlio were 
strangers to Arctic scenery. The niountahis, with 
tlieir peaks so pointed "as scarcely to admit of the 
sni)\v resting on their steep and almost precipitous 
sides, intersected by gntnd tioi’ds and gorges pene¬ 
trating for, miles into tlic interior, formed a magnili- 
ei'ut landseajie. 

To the great^ relief and joy of all, we W('re on this 
day rejoined b^’ our consort the “ Discovery,” who, 
like ourselves, had been roughly handled by the 
tempi'stuons weather since; we lost sight of her in 
the Atlantic. 

Il^pecting to pass over tin' “ Torske ” bants, the 
dred;,'e was ]>repai'e<l, and lisliing lines served out; 
(•\. iy line busy stretching and titling their lines, and 
smai king their li]is over an anticipated dinner of 
hesh end inid halibut. Soundings in thirty fathoms 
lia\ing lieey obtained on one of tliese hanks, the shi|) 
was stojijied and permissioi? given to lish. imme¬ 
diately lifty or sixty lishing lines wen' over the side; 
hut, although our eager lishermen perseverert for a 
couple of hours, no capture rewarded their patience'. 
Th(' “w!ly ced ” remained sullen at the bottom, and 
could not even be induced to “ nibble.” 

The dredge was a'iso put over, and hauled in with 
unimportant results, only a few echinoderms being 
obtained. ^ 

During the night an iceberg of curious shape was 
passed. 'When fiyst seen it was reported as a sail; 
on approaching it a little nearer it assumed the ap- 
^pearance of a huge column-shaped basaltic rock, and 
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then that of a liglithoiise; for >somc time it was really 
believed to ho the foriuor. 

On the 4th of July, the Arctic circle was crossed. 
From this date, for some weeks, we were to have 
continuons day. The nights had for some time past 
been g<‘tting gradually shorter : now they had ceased 
altogether—candles and lamps were no longer neces¬ 
sary, bright sunlight reigned* paramount. 

Two days afterwards the expedition was safely 
anchored in the bay of Lievely, oft' the little Danish 
settlement of Godhavn. Although small, it is the 
most important establishment in the Inspectorate of 
North Greenland, for lua'e resides the Itoyal Inspector, 
who controls, with absolute authority, the large mixed 
population of Danes and Eskimos who inhabit this 
the most northern civilized land in the world. 

A salute of nine guns, from a small battery of three 
diminutive specimens of ordnance, welcomed our 
arrival, the smoke from which had scarcely blown 
away before Mr. Ivrarup Smith, the Inspector, came 
on board, anxious to offer assistance, and desirous 
of extending the hosiictalities - of his house to the 
members of the expedition. 

Nothing could be more kind than the reception ■ 
accorded us by the inhabitants of this little settle¬ 
ment. Their sole desire was to please and aid us in 
every way, and we were soon lirm and fast friends 
with the innocent and simiile-mihded residents. 
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“ l!('ti(il(l r i^'c tlic liaveii lit luuiil, 

Til wliidli I iiiciuu' iTiy lYcai io rinirso to bonil; 

Vciv till' iiiaiiii' slii'to mill liciuo ii|) with tlio laiid, 

Till' which afdi'o is I'liyvly lo lie kciiil, 

And sccnicih safe frtnn titiiiiiics tliiit may offend.” 

Sl'HNSFU. 


It wiiswitli a vt'ry ploasiiij' Ronsiition of relief that we 
foiiiiil the ship oiiee more at rest, after thirty-four 
(liiys of such kiioekino iihout as is seldom ex[)erieiiced 
at sea for* so lono a time witliout a break. Tlic 
rolliiio aiiil^ pitching to which a small ship is sub¬ 
jected in ii heavy sea tire neviir altogether agreeable, 
and the ipiiet tind repose of a snug well-protected 
harbour are welcomed even by the “ veriest t>ld sea- 
dog." IJiit, although free from the turmoil of the 


“ angry ^vaste of waters,” our short stay at (lodhavn 
can scarcely be called a period of rest. Much had to 
le done, coals had to* be taken on board, and a non- 
deseri[it (piantity of stores and provisions received 
|t()m the “ Valorous ” and stowed away. 

^ The days were long, however. We had arrived in 
pe region where Eie midnight sun shone almost as 
lightly and gave as much light as at noonday; and 
in consequence, the men were kept longer at work 
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than they otherwise would have been, they felt them¬ 
selves amply compensated for their extra labour by 
the indulgence of a run on shore in the evening, and 
an open-air dance with the dusky and light-hearted 
beauties of the land. 

Never did the deck of a man-of-w'ar present such an 
untidy and confused appearance as ours did after 
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receiving the last cask from the “ Valorous.” Casks 
and cases lay higgledy-piggledy amongst coals and 
ropes. Such a scene as our upper deck presented 
would have been sufficient to drive a smart first 
lieutenant distracted. We were, however, all much 
too practical to think of appearances, our sole thought 
was to be provided with enough of everything to guard 
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nfiiiiiist all accidents. Between decks was a repetition 
of tlie scene ab:)ve, and it was with the greatest 
dilliciilty we could move from one part of the ship to 
the other. To add to the pleasing state of the vessid 
twenty-four liskimo dogs—the number was afterwards 
augmented to thirty—^\iere received on board, to be 
list'd in our sledging operations. Such a howling lot! 
No sooner did tliey awivo than a regular battle 
ensued, aijd wo were coinpelled for some days to tie 
up a few of tlie most pugnacious, in order to secure 
anything like peace. 

This state of affairs, namely, the incessant ligliting 
and squabbling amongst the dogs, continned until one 
had gained the acknowledged supremacy by thrashing 
the whole pack. This haiipens in all well-regulated 
dog communities. The conqueror is henceforth styled 
the “king” dog: he rules his subjects with desiiotic 
Bwa}\ frequently settling a quarrel between a couple 
of imgilistic disputants, reserving for himself the best 
of everytliing in the shape of food, the other dogs 
yielding their tit-bits with cringing servility, exerting 
a complete mastery, over iBs^ canine subjects, and 
exacting from them the most abject homage. The 
dogs were kept as much as possible in the ton# part of 
•the ship, and soon became great favourites with the 
men., 

lo take charge of this unruly pack, w'c obtained 
^the services, tbrougTi the kindness and assistance of 
Mr. Kiarup Smith, the Inspector, of a native Eskimo, 
^ho with his gnu and knvak was duly installed on 
^lard in the capacity of dog-driver and interpreter. 
|Je rej()iced in the name of Frederic, and had the 
•Reputation of bcang a keen and successful hunter. 
■iAlthough he could not boast of good looks, his bright 
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cheerful face and unvarying good temj^er soon made 
him a friend to all on hoard. 

The novelty of a never-ending day, for the first 
time experienced by so many in the expedition, sadlj'^ 
interfered with the natural time for rest and sleep. 
Long past midnight would the sounds of music and 
mirth be heard from the shore, as the dances were 
kept up with unabated vigour; while shrieks of 
laughter and merriment would bo heard afloat, as 
the officers, indulging in aquatic tastes, would be seen 
rowing races in small colla 2 )sible boats, or trying 
their skill for the first time in the frail kayak. For 
the management of those lattisr fairy-liko canoes groat 
caution is required—indeed, it is hardly jjossible to 
manage them without much 2 )racticc. 

Our first lieutenant was, however, an exception to 
this rule, for owing to experience acquired in canoes in 
various i)arts of the world, he succeeded in the manage¬ 
ment of the kayak so admirabij' as to excite the 

surprise and admiration of the nativcifi. AV-, 

another of our officers, jiot to bo outdone by his mess¬ 
mate, also tried his skilj in ong of these Tittle barks, 
but ho had not paddled many yards before it capsized, 
leaving Jiini head down in the water, with his legs 
firmly jammed in the boat, lie would undoubtedly 
have been drowned before assistance could arrive had 
ho not shown a wonderful degree of ju'escuce of mind. 
8o securely was he fixed in bis ka^’ak, that it was 
only by unbuttoning his braces and getting out of his 
trousers that he succeeded in extricating himself from 
his dangerous in-cdicameiit, leaving that article of 
dress inside the kayak ! 

In s 2 )ito of the multifarious duties connected with 
the shij), which kept every one fully occujiied, the 
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of science was not neglected. Several com- 
series of observations were obtai)ied for the 
(li terininatiou of the magnetic force, riiotographs 
were taken, and geological amf botanical collections 
wire extensively made, whilst a boat witli the iirst 
lieutenant and our encrgej,ic naturalist proceeded some 
little distance up the coast to a place called Ovifak 
for the purpose of obtaining information regarding 
some “ meteorites ” reported to have fallen tlu're. 

The desire of “ stretehiug one’s legs ” after being 
cooped up oil board ship for so long was universally 
felt, and olliceili and men alike enjoyial a scramble 
over the lofty volcanic clilTs which overlie the gneiss 
in this jiart of the island of Disco. 

The dillieulty of the ascent of the Jjyngeiimarkfjeld, 
a rangi‘ of hills about two tlionsaiul feet in height, 
situated on tlie northern side of the harbour, was 
amply compensated for by the view from its summit. 
Landing in a pretty little bay, in whiidi lay the 
remains of ^in old steam whaler, the “ Wildlire,” that 
had fallen a victim to the ice some years a,go, and 
emerging filmi the rather d^nse, though stunted, 
vegetation that grows luxuriantly at the base of these 
hills, the wify led over precipitous basaltic clifljj, until 
by dint of hard climbing the snow-clad heights were 
reached. • 

The accomplishment of this task, liowex’cr, was 
both arduous and jwrilous, in conseiinenco of the 
action of the frost on the rocks of which tlie cliffs 
Were composed; for on the slightest tomdi they often 
crumbled away, rolling witlP a mass of debria many 
hundreds of feet to the bottom. 

From the snmnSit a glorious scene xvas revealed 
to us. The maiuland of Greenland, that laud so 
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“ wonderfull mountaynous, whose mountaynes all the 
ycare long are full of yce and snowe,” was distinctly 
brought to our view, whilst immediately at our feet 
was the picturesque Settlement of Godhavn, and the 
three vessels, resembling miniature toy-ships, lying 
at anchor in its snug little ^larbour. The Whale-fish 
Islands, a group in Disco Bay, lay spread out as it 
were on a map. Hundred,^ of icebergs dotted the 
perfectly placid sea, and beyond them we could plainly 
discern the great ice fiord of Jacobshavn with its 
gigantic discharging glacier behind, and the mouth 
of its fiord almost choked with huge fragments of ice, 
children of that same glacier. At brief intervals a 
noise as of thunder or distant artillery announced the 
disru 2 )tion, or creation, of one of these wonderful 
islands of ice. 

We were not, however, allow'ed to enjoy this glorious 
scene in quietness. Our pleasure was marred by the 
attacks of swarms of musquitoes. These irritating 
insects assailed rrs on first landing, and persecuted us 
incessantly until we were again afloat. 

A clond of cumbrous gnattop doe ns molest, 

All striving to iuHxo their feeble stinges, 

That from their noyance we nowhere can resto.’^ 

V*. 

It was indeed hard to meet so far in the icy north 
our implacable enemies of the tropics! 

The descent was as dangerous, though perhaps not 
so laborious as the ascent. Occasionally we were 
able to avail ourselves of patches of snow, down which 
we slid, much to the astonishment and discomfiture of 
my dog Nellie, who was*’ at a loss to understand the 
means of our rapid progress, and who rushed down 
after us barking frantically. 

We were excessively fortunate in our weather during 
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fjj^ brief stay at Goilhavn. Wo rojoiooil in coasiless 
'“^Bhiiie, Avliicli lit up the surrounding hills with a 
ion light, throwing d- op (\(irk shadows into the 
leys and ravines hy whieh they wt io intersceted, 
1st the bright rays of the sun glittering on the iee- 
Bwn surface of the Sea formed a scene at once 
l^vel and suhlime. 

S‘{,Our short stay at Godhavn will, I think, always he 
% arded wjth pleasure Uy the nieinheis of tlie expedi- 
iSon. Nothing could ( xcecd the kindness we receivi'il 
jkDd the hospitality that was exten<hd to us hy the 
good people on shore, who appeal'd to vie with each 
other in their endeavours to render our visit an agree¬ 
able one. Nor was it only from tlie inhahitants that 
ire received so much kindness. The ca[>tain, ollicers, 
indeed 1 may say tlie sliip's company of tlie 
'Valorous” were unremitting in their exertions to 
rovide us with every necessary that it was in their 
p\yer to sujiply, for the furtherance of the arduous 
^’Vice in which we wi're so soon to hi; engaged, 
ijpprivhig thyunselves of many things that they thought 
littiild add to our comfort. •• 

" jAlthough.the Eskimos, according to Dr. llink, and 
can have no hotter authority respecting theViatives 
d%Grcenland, have a pretty fair talent for writing and 
drawing,'scarcely any traces of sculjiture la-longing to 
BIMtlier times remain, with tlie exception of a few small 
wages cut out in wood or hone, which had jirohahly 
MiTcd chiidryn as playthings. Notwithstanding the 
HP* of means for handing ijown to posterity and re- 
ag historical events amongst this interesting 
pie, many trad^ions and legends have been pre- 
jred. Among the nuinlar is one relating to this 
id of Disco. It was supposed to have hetn situated 
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off the southern coast of Greenland, and in conse¬ 
quence of its cutting off the inhabitants of the main¬ 
land from the open sea^ a great dislike was entertained 
for it; for, to live comfortably, an Eskimo must be in 
the vicinity of the sea, so as to follow his usual avoca¬ 
tion of seal hunting. • 

The story relates that two old men, having set their 
wise heads together, determined to attempt the 
removal of the island with the aid of magic. A third 
old gentleman, however, desired to retain it in its posi¬ 
tion. The first two, launching their kayaks, fastened 
the hair of a little child to the island wherewith to tow 
it by; whilst the other, from the shore, attempted to 
keep it back by means of a sealskin thong. Des¬ 
perately did the two kayakers labour at their paddles 
in their endeavours to move the island, chanting their 
spells as they tugged at the hair. But as resolutely 
did the third man hold on to his thong, straining 
every nerve to render their exertions abortive ; suddenly, 
to his chagrin, the thong parted, and the island floated 
off, and was towed away triumphantly to the north¬ 
ward, where it was deposited in*its present position. 

Another tradition says it was removed from Baal’s 
Eiver to its present site by a famous angekok, or < 
magician, and that the harbour of Godhavn is the 
actual hole in the island to which the tow rope was 
fastened. 

On the afternoon of July the 15th, amidst much 
firing of guns and dipping of flags, the little squadron 
steamed out of the harbojir, threading its way through 
innumerable icebergs, and passing along the high 
snow-clad hills that adorn the southern end' of the 
island of Disco, proceeded towards the settlement of 
Eitenbenk, at which we arrived the following morning. 
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pIlB Bcpncry as wo approaoluil the anelionif!;o was 
nuignificcnt. Lofty bills oneonij)assoil us on 
ll^er hand, down whoso stoop sidos tlio wator was 
ring in rapid cascados, prodiiood hy Iho thawing of 
snow on thcdr sunnnits. How full of lifo and joy 
(|^earod those bright sparkling streams as they 
iieniod to chase each other in wanton sjiort, skipping 
JSfOm rook to crag in thofr lusidlong oaicor, uni'! lost 
in ono laiigc shoot of tflistcning spray (hat j'ourod 
oyer the edge of a precipitous olilf into the edoar still 
yrotcr at its bmi('! 

- Thousands of birds congregate along tin' inaocossihlo 
ledges of these cliffs, j'orolioil in such j'naaso older, 
and having such a uniformity of colour, that (hoy 
tescmblc regiments of soldiers drawn up in roailiiu'ss 
to defend their fortresses from the attacks of ruthless 
Invaders. But fresh food was at a )>remium, and the 
irretched looms were doomed to suffer a long assault 
jftt the hands of our energetic sjiortsmen. 

Other anti more weighty matters also ref|uired our 
atti'iition. .We were to bid farewell to the “ \'alorous ” 
^ the following morning. And with her wc should 
lose the last connecting link with home, 
r Letters had to be hurritally linished, and then we 
£fid to bid adieu to one to whose untiring cm rgy the 
departure of the expedition was due, who had been 
aoiainly instrumental, in obtaining the sanction of 
(Joverinnent for its dispatch, and who, having (lie 
OOmforts of a home life, bad accompanied us thus far 
m our journe}', sharing our discomforts, but adding to 
dUr knowledge from his rich fund of information, and 
ijjilivcning our mc*s-table with his conversation and 
jmsence. 

felt, whilst ho was on board, that wc were not 
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quite separated from the civilized world. His depar¬ 
ture made a chasm that it was difficult for some time 
to bridge over, but the memory of him lived long 
amongst us, and served to recall many a pleasant and 
happy hour. 

At four o’clock on the morning of the 17th the 
“ Valorous ” steamed away from us on her way to the 
coal quarries on the north side of the island of Disco, 
and, two hours after, the “ Discovery ” and ourselves 
put to sea, having increased the number of our dogs 
by purchasing several from the natives ,^at Hitenhonk. 

The scenery in the Waigat, a strait separating the 
island of Disco from the mainland of Greenland, is 
very grand. The channel was rendered almost impas¬ 
sable from the number of icebergs of every fantastic 
form and shape that lay scattered about, and which, 
although adding materially to the beauty of the scene, 
made the passage one of no little intricacy : indeed we 
very narrowly escaped losing all our boats on one 
side of the ship by shaving a large iceberg' a little too 
closely! 

On one side were the high snow-clad hills of Disco, 
intersected by deep and narrow ravines, whilst on the 
opposite'side was a bold and lofty coast with precipi¬ 
tous headlands ending in needle-shaped peaks and 
separated by glaciers and fiords. Passing tne beau¬ 
tiful large discharging glacier of Itivdliarsuk, many 
minor ones opened to our view as we sailed slowly 
past, presenting a panorama such as it would be 
impossible to depict faithfeilly on canvas. 

Several remarkable red patches, apparently of 
basalt, were observed on the bare gneiss hills in the 
vicinity of Point Kardluk, which is noted for the 
large quantity of vegetable fossils that have been 
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there, and close to the iietrified forest of Atiiiu- 
kerdluk. 

Catching sight of the '• Valorous ’’ at anchor, l.usily 
imgaged in j'rocuring coal, we endeavoured to reach 
filler, for the purpose of sending a h\v stray letters tliat 
iiad been inadvei-tentlyleft behind ; but ii thick fog 
.Spyertaking us, we were very reluctantly coiuiielled to 
telinquish all idea of coininunicating, and bad to be 
Batislied with reading Mic signal of “ farewc 11 ” and 
“good wishes ” that she threw out. It was fortunately 
distinguished before the vessels were elTictuallv con- 
oealed from each other by an impervious fog wliieb 
crept over the surface of the sea, biding everything 
. around us, though high above our heads the niountain 
tops were clearly to be seen. 

So dense did it become that we were, aftiT a time, 
-pbliged to make the ships fast to icebergs to await a 
;,inorc favourable opportunity of advancing. 

' ' AVhilst attemi)ting to secure the ships an alarming 
(batastroph® occurred. The boat had been <tiH]iatehed 
Wntaining three men with the necessary implements, 
mch as an ice drill aiRl anchdl-, for making the vessel 
fast. 

As soon ns the first blow of the drill was dtlivered 
tile berg, to our horror, split in two with a loud 
report, one half with one of our men on it toppling 
eomplotoly over, whibt the other half swayed rapiilly 
Jiackwnrds and forwards. On this latter piece was 
,imothcr of our men, who was observed with his heels 
in the air, the violent agitj^tion of the berg having 
precipitated him head foremost into a rent or crevasse. 
The water alongsiiVe was a mass of .seething foam and 
Hfny ; but curious to relate, the boat with the third 
'^piaQ in it was in no way injured. They were all 
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speedily rescued from their perilous position and 
brought on board, sustaining no further harm than 
that inflicted by a cold bath. Their escape appeared 
miraculous. 

By the next morning we were through the Waigat 
Strait. Much to our disappointment the weather 
remained thick, and we were in consequence unable 
to gratify ourselves with a sight of the truly grand 
scenery to be found at the mouth of th,e Omenak 
fiord, which possesses some of the largest discharging 
glaciers in Greenland. 

On the night of the 19th both vessels came to an 
anchor off the Danish settlement of Proven. 

The harbour, which is small, is formed by two 
islands. On the western side of the easternmost of 
the two is situated the quaintest of quaint little 
settlements. It consists of a neat little church, the 
Governor’s residence, the storehouse, boiling down 
establishment, smithy, about two other wooden habita¬ 
tions, and some igdlus, or Eskimo huts. Of course it 
boasts its flagstaff and battery of three guns. The 
Governor, who, in his endeavour to bo civil, had 
boarded us before anchoring, apologized for not 
saluting) saying “that though ho had the guns he 
had no artillerists.” Although it was midnight before 
we arrived, the inhabitants were lining the siue of the 
hill as wo entered, the white boots and fur jackets and 
short trousers of the women affording a very novel 
though picturesque scone. 

The dogs on shore, (jvidently annoyed at being 
disturbed in their slumbers, set up a fearful howling, 
which, being answered by the d(;\gs in both ships, 
produced a most unpleasant and discordant concert. 
The natives have a saying, when the dogs make this 
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Oise, “that they are holding their parliament.” 
phis is hardly flattering to the Greenland senate! 
During our short stay at th^ place a rough survey 
the harbour was taken, and a number of scientific 
bservations were made. 

Nothing could be kinder or more friendly than the 
eception met with from all on shore. In the 
governor’s good wife I "recognized an old acquiiint- 
ice whory I had had the pleasure of meeting on a 
ormer occasion during a cruise in a whaler to these 
legions. 

Here also wo succeeded in engaging the services of 
’’Pans Hendrik, an Eskimo, as dog-driver and hunter. 
|rhis man had been employed in the same capacity in 
11 the American expeditions to Smith’s Sound, and 
fas an invaluable acquisition. 

Our men enjoyed themselves every evening during 
lur stay, dancing to their hearts’ content. 

My black retriever, Nellie, was a great object of 
itdmiratioih amongst the inhabitants, one man espe- 
|ially being very pertinacious in his request that she 
light be presented to him. • On inquiring to what 
ise he woqld put her, I was informed that my faithful 
|ompanion would be converted into food for the man’s 
|>ily-faced family, whilst her beautiful black curly coat 
:|fould ^rve to adorn his wife’s person. Nellie, I 
j^ink, had some notion of the designs on her life and 
pn, as in future sBe always regarded with disfavour 
'Itot only the Eskimos themselves, but also their dogs 
^nd everything belonging to^them. 

^ Leaving Proven on the evening of the 21st of July, 
are arrived on the,samo night off a remarkable head¬ 
land called “ Sanderson, his hope.” It was so named 
p)y old John Davis, after his friend and patron, Mr. 
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W. Sanderson, in 1587, and was the extreme northern 
point reached by him during his third voyage. 

This prominent and precipitous clitf is a famous 
place for looms, as those white-breasted guillemots 
are termed, which are considered such rare delicacies 
on an Arctic table. They are the Una Brmiichii of 
naturalists, and are numerous in sub-Arctic regions. 
Their favourite breeding-places are along these terraced 
cliffs, where they assemble in large quantities. 

Of course so favourable an opportunity of procuring 
fresh food was not to bo disregarded. The ships were 
hove to, and the boats, crammed with eager sports¬ 
men, dispatched for the purpose of shooting for the 
“ pot.” 

Myriads of these birds wore congregated along the 
face of the steep precipitous cliffs, in some places 
almost overhanging, which rose abruptly to an altitude 
of about a thousand feet. Owing, however, to tin' 
unsteadiness of the boats, caused by the roughness of 
the sea, our “ bag ” did not realize our anticipations. 
Many of the birds that wore shot remained on the 
inaccessible ledges of the rocks, and were therefore lost 
to us; and many fell into the sea beyond, and were 
no more^scen. 

The midnight sun was shining brightly during this 
battue, and wo returned to the ship, after a eouple of 
hours’ sport, the richer by one hundred and seventy 
birds, each equal in weight to a fair-sized duck. For 
the succeeding three or four days we revelled in 
“loom soup,” “loom pie,” or “roast loom,” and 

• On his return to England he wrote to his friend, saying, I hare 
been in 73®, finding tlio sea all open and forty leagues between land 
and land. Tho passage (the N.W.) is most probable, the execution 
easie, as at my coming you shall fully kuowe/’ 
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looms cootcd in every imaginable form. Nt) matt(‘r 
how they were served up, tliey wert' always pro- 
aounced to be delicious. Indeed, one of my mes.sniates 
iWnt 80 far as to say that lie had never lasled 
l^lyfliing better in his life. In fact, for tlie i)urpose 
10 thoroughly enjoying if good dinner, a trip to tlie 
'iiictie regions is indispensable! 

■On the following morifing we aneliored olT Uper- 
aivik,* thu most nortln'in setthanent but one in 
01reenland. It is situated on one of the Woman 
Islands, so natjied by Oallln in ItiKi. The usual 
todness and hospitality were extended to us hen', as 
M all the other Danish si'ttlements visited. We also 
ttceived important information concerning the state of 
ice to the northward, witli a tabulated statement 
0 all the meteorological observations obtained during 
pbe previous winter, a study of whicdi would la^ of the 
Keatest importance to us. 

^In the evening, taking the “ Discovery ” in tow, we 
Igain lint toSea, this time tinally bidding farewell to 
civilization.. From henceforth our einrgies and our 
thoughts must turn rolewards.® 

As the last glimiise of tlie little church was shut 
obt from our view, many a iiriiyer was silentl}’’Offered 
to Him in his infinite mercy to protect and guide us 
in our endeavours, and to vouchsafe us a safe return 
a^in to homo and civdization. 

* • It 13 sornetiiiics spelt Uppornavik. Hat I'pernivik Ih tlio correct 
toiva. See liink, p. 351. It niraiiH R]iriiis' in the Ksklrno lunKiias'''. 
O^niivik 18 in 72° 18' N. The njjiBt northein IJaiiibh Btatiou ib 
lp»iu=ak, in 73° 21' X. 
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MELVILIiE BAY AND THE NORTH WATER. 

“ Embark with mo, whilo I new tracts explore, 

With flying sails and breezes from the shore. 

Not that my song, in such a scanty space, 

So large a subject fully can embrace. 

Not though I wore supplied with iron lungs, 

A hundred mouths, filled with as many tongues. 

But steer my vessel with a steady hand. 

And coast along tho shore in sight of land. 

Nor will I try thy patience with a train 
Of preface, or what ancient poets feign.” 

ViKGIt. 

Threading our way through narrow passages between 
numerous islands thatHay to the eastward of Uper- 
nivik, and trusting to the knowledge and guidance of 
an Eskimo pilot, we felt at length that we had in • 
reality, seen the last for some time, of our fellow men, 
and that our struggle with tho almost insuperable 
difficulties of the frozen north was about to com- , 
mence. 

Preparations for an unsuccessful combat with the 
ice were made, and every precaution was adopted 
necessary to ensure the safety of the men, in cases of 
extreme emergency. The boats, were prepared for 
immediate service, each man having his allotted 
station, so that little or no confusion would ensue if 
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ih« abandonment of the ships should be decided upon— 
an event that was by no means improbable. Ice-saw 
crows were organized in ivadiuefs for cutting a dock, 
in case such a proceeding should become necessary 
lor the protection of the vessels. Provisions and 
^thes were so arranged along the U 2 ii)er deck that 
they could easily and readily be thrown out on the ico 
at a moment’s notice. Knapsacks, each containing 
’ two jiairs qf blanket wrappers, oiu* pair of hose, one 
pair of stockings, one pair of mitts, one pair of 
j drawers, a Welsh wig, a jersey, a comforter, a i)air of 
'moccasins, a towel and small pieca; of soaii, were 
picked and placed in some handy position where tli(;y 
could he reached without delay. The ni'cossary 
twckles for lifting the screw and un.shii)i)ing the rudder 
ware 2 )rovided: in fact every i)reparation was made 
;’^at could possibly ho thought of to guard against 
’hocidents and to jiromote success in the forthcoming 
conflict. 

On the morning after leaving T'pernivik, on account 
of a dense fog, it was determined to anchor olT one 
of the small islands •comi)osing a grou)) through 
irtiich we ycre passing, in order to wait for liner 
' weather. 

Our pilot, getting into his kayak, ofl'ered to inoncer 
ns into h little bay with ■which he was intimately 
acquainted. Being totally unable to reali/.e. the 
^ercnce of size betw'cen the large unwieldy “ Alert ” 
and his own frail little bark, and iirohahly imagining 
that where he was able to go^in his tiny boat, we also 
odnld do the same, he led us close in to the land, 
#])ich, on account pf the thick fog, was hidden from 
onr vie\v, and we soon had the annoyance of finding 
OUT ship hard and fast on shore, fortunately wc 
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were going very slow at the time, so that no injurr 
was sustained; but we remained immoveable for 
many hours until the dood-tido floated us and enabled 
us once more to proceed. 

The dangers connected with a passage through 
Melville Bay are now so well known to all who have 
taken any interest in Arctic affairs, or who have devoted 
any time to the perusal of Arctic literature, that it is 
needless for me either to explain or dwell upon them 
at any length. Many a well-equipped ship has been 
caught in the fatal embrace of this bay. What talcs 
of woe and disaster could its icy waters unfold, 
coupled, however, with deeds of heroic daring, endur¬ 
ance, and suffering! 

Captain Nares, determining to avoid the ordinary 
passage through this once dreaded bay, the dangers 
of which in these days of steam have been so 
materially lessened, pushed his ships boldly through 
what is generally termed the “ middle ice.” This, at 
such a late season of the year, is undoubtedly a wise 
course; but woe to the unfortunate ship that at an 
earlier period should be caught in this moving pack, 
and be there detained for thirteen or fourteen months, 
as the- little “ Pox ” was, under the command of Sir 
Leopold McClintock! 

If the pack is composed of loose light ice", such as 
we found it to be, rendering a passage through it one 
of no difficulty, it may also be presumed that the ice 
in Melville Bay at the same time would be of the 
same consistency, thereby also affording an easy and 
safe passage through. 

The reason that the passage by Melville Bay is 
always taken by the whalers is the existence of fixed 
land ice, which is found adhering to the shores, and 
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, in wliicli it is easy to cut a clock for tlio prcsorvatioii 
oi the ship if the heavy pack is forced by wind, or 
otherwise, towards it, thereby eudanf'eriiif' any vessel 
tiiat may happen to be between tlie two. Directly 
pack moves oif the vessel is liberated and proceeds 
^ her voyage. • 

- 'tat would be very different if the ship was caught in 
the pack. Then she wcmld, in all probability, be 
; Mrerely handled, and being beset would drift to the 
vaonthward with the ice and thereby lose all the 
*h»rd-fought ground gained with so much labour and 

^^ne of the most important maxims in ice naviga- 
which is strictly followed out by the whalers, is 
itick to the land-ice.” 

I rWe were certainly extremedy fortunate in linding 
pack so “loose” as to give us little trouble or 
l^culty in making progress. The ice was of a soft 
^ trashy” nature, apparently only of onc^ year’s 
fwnnation, and only from one to three feet in thick- 
QWS. The jveather being fine and calm, adv.antage 
was taken of it to steam full i<i)ced, for there was no 
/Bailing how.quickly the ice might pack with even a 
*li^t breeze. The tow rope was accordingly citst off, 
afid we proceeded at our highest rate of speed with 
:"lhe “ Dis?ov cry ” following close at our heels. 

, Occasionally our progress would be checked by a 
flfaaam of ice extenefing across the lane of water 
tBufOugh which we were steering; but through these 
obatructions wo bored, or chq^’ged them at full speed, 
.«nd thus cleared a way. A walrus and a few seals 
^.1W|Se seen on the i^e, but their cajiture did not hold 
Ottt'^ufficient inducement to detain the ship. 

different from the apathy shown on passing 



4G A BEAR HUNT. [JdlY, 

these animals was the excitement exhibited when a 
bear, a veritable Polar bear, was seen on the ice. 
Sneh a rush for rifles ^and weapons of all descriptions ! 
It was the first and only boar seen, and therefore the 
excitement its presence caused was natural. Every 
one appeared to share in it." Bear-skins wore certainly 
on that day at a premium, for all were eager and 
anxious to become the fortunate possessor of such a 
prize. Master Bruin, however, did not reciprocate 
this feeling, and evinced an equal amount of anxiety 
to retain his nice warm coat. 

The engines were immediately stopped, and the 
boats crammed with volunteer hunters. These landing 
on the ice, advanced upon their quarry in skirmishing 
order, while the ship, steaming round to the opposite 
side of the floe, endeavoured to cut off his retreat. 
All was ineffectual. Bruin’s strategic abilities were 
of too high an oi'der for us to cope successfully with 
him in his own territories, and he escaped. Many 
rounds of ammunition, however, were fired at him 
both from the party on shore and also by those on 
board the ship, in thb faint hope that a lucky shot 
might bring him down. To this day there are many 
who sdliously believe that he carried away with him a 
portion of the bullets they so lavishly expended. So 
keen were some in the ardour and excitement of the 
chase that they rushed on, heedless of the rotten and 
treacherous nature of the ice, until an immersion in 
the cold water brought them to a sense of their 
danger and compelled them to seek refuge on board 
the ship, wet, cold, and uncomfortable. Many little 
rotges (Alca alle) were flitting about from the ice to 
the water, and the beautiful ivory guU {Lams ehurneus) 
was also seen for the first time. 
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In thirty-four hours from first encountering the ice 
(we reached the North Water, and our troubles were 
for a time at an end. It wn,s an unprecedented 
passage. Only seventy hours from Upcrnivik to Capo 
York! 

Melville Bay, with all its terrors, was behind us ; a 
beautifully smooth unruffled sea, devoid of all ice, 
was in front; everything pointed to success, and the 
hearts of all in the expedition beat high with joy and 
.delight at the speedy prospect of attaining the utmost 
realization of their hopes. Large icebergs were 
around us in every direction; but what cared we then 
for icebergs ? We had continuous day; the North 
Water had been reached; our way lay northwards. 
In a few short days the entrance of Smith Sound 
would be reached, the threshold of the unknown 
region crossed, and then onwards to—where ? We 
did not dare to anticipate, but wo felt that the first 
step towards success had been gained, and that we 
had commensed our real work under most propitious 
circumstances. We would not predict, but we deter¬ 
mined to. deserve, success. • ■* 

It was, for many reasons, a matter of congratulation 
■that this “North- Water” had been so speedily and 
so successfully reached. Instead of only two or throe 
weeks of the navigable season being available for us 
to penetrate the hidden mysteries of Smith Sound, 
owing to our rapid paissage, we could reckon upon a 
clear month or five weeks before being compelled to 
secure our ship in winter quarters; besides which, 
our fuel had been very materially saved by this quick 
run, and this in itself, to ships situated as we were, 
was no unimportant matter. 

On reaching the neighbourhood of Cape York, the 
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“ Discovery ” was ordered to proceed shorewards for 
the purpose of communicating with the natives (the 
Arctic Highlanders of Sir John Ross), in the hope of 
inducing one of their number, a brother-in-law of 
Hans, to accompany the expedition; the “ Alert ” in 
the mean time shaping a course to the Cary Islands, 
at which latter place the “ Discovery ” was ordered to 
rejoin us. 

The scenery, as we steamed along at a distance of 
about two miles from the shore, was most interesting. 
The hills along the coast were entirely clad with snow, 
whilst the long undulating ranges, as they receded far 
back to the horizon, appeared to be buried under the 
everlasting mer de glace. Numerous glaciers of various 
sizes, some of them being discharging ones, rolled 
down to the water’s edge in one vast icy sheet. The 
width of one of these, the Petowik Glacier, is fully 
seven miles. Fragments from these lay scattered 
along the coast in every direction, whilst we had to 
thread our way through clusters of huge bergs of 
every form and size. Passing the crimson cliffs of 
Beverley, we were able to distinguish, in a few small 
patches, the so-called coloured snow whence the name 
originates; but not in the highly imaginative mass oi« 
bright colour depicted by Sir John Ross, in his in¬ 
teresting illustrated work describing his Voyage to 
Baffin Bay. The question of the nature of this 
colouring matter on snow has liow been definitely set 
at rest. It is an alga, the Protococcus nivalis. 

We did npt reach the Cary Islands so soon as we 
expected, in consequence of experiencing a strong 
S.E. current that had not been anticipated. A sudden 
rise of temperature of the surface water naturally led 
us to suppose that it must be due to the absence of 
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ice, which, raising our spirits, made us regard with 
displeasure any hindrance to our progress. 

Arriving off the Cary group eerly on the morning of 
the 27th, we were detained for a few hours landing a 
boat with a large depot of provisions, sufficient to 
sustain 60 men for two ihonths, or 120 men for one 
month. The depot was placed on the easternmost 
island, and a largo cairn was erected on the highest' 
and most prominent pointi Here also were deposited 
the last home letters which our friends were destined 
to received until,after our own arrival in England. 

The depot was established as a safeguard for us to 
fall back upon in case of any accident happening to 
our vessels in Smith Sound. From this position it 
was expected that a party duly provisioned would have 
little difficulty in reaching the northern Greenland 
settlements, or at any rate the simple but hospitable 
natives of Cape York, who would, it was anticipated, 
afford US’protection and assistance. This duty having 
been accomplished, and having been rejoined by our 
consort, the ^orthward course was resumed.* 

Crossing over to the eastward' wo steamed along on 
that beautifully clear sunny morning within a short 
'distance of the western shores of Greenland.''With 
the exception of icebergs, not a speck of ice was to be 
seen to disturb the smooth glassy surface of the sea. 
Passing the mouth of Whale Sound we made rapid 

'• Tho Cary Islands consist of a group of eight islands, besides small 
rooks or islets, and are situated in Baffin Bay, in lat. 76° 45' N. They 
in gizo from two and a half miles jn diameter downwards. They 
are composed of syenitio and porphyritio granite, overlaid in places 
with gneiss. They rise to a height of about 400 feet abQvo the level 
of the sea, and possess a luxuriant vegetation, at least for those 
r^ons. They are much froqueuto^ os breeding places by the eider- 
ducks and looms. 


E 
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progress northwards, steering between Northumber¬ 
land and Hakluyt Islands, almost under their steep, 
precipitous, and in so,uie places overhanging cliffs ; on 
past Murchison Sound with the Crystal Palace 
glacier ahead, whilst on our port bow was easily 
discernible the opposite coast of Ellesmere Land, with 
the Prince of Wales Mountains, covered with snow or 
ice, rising above the western horizon. 

It was indeed a glorious sight as wo passed close to 
this little known land, opening out, as we proceeded, 
its many and large glaciers glittering white and 
radiant in the sunshine, growing, as it were, out of the 
clouds and rolling down grandly towards the sea, 
until the opaque masses plunged sullenly and silently 
into the deep blue water. 

Animal life, so far as the feathered tribes were con¬ 
cerned, appeared in abundance. The lively little 
rotgcs or little auks (A lea alle) were seen in frequent 
clusters diving quickly under water as the ship 
approached. Looms {Uria Brunnichii), devekies {Vria 
grylle), and king-ducks {Somatcria spectahilis), alarmed 
at our appearance, rose in long flights, and circled 
around us uttering their discordant cries. The 
glaucous gull and the pretty kittiwake (Larus tri- 
dactylus) soared above our heads, whilst occasionally 
a graceful ivory gull {harm ehurneiis) flapped its way 
leisurely along, its snowy wings contrasting with the 
background of clear blue sky." Here and there, on 
small fragments of floating ice, were seen huge 
walruses basking in the golden sunshine. Amid such 
scenes, which to be realized must be seen, the two 
vessels wended their way towards the entrance of 
Smith Sound, all elated with the fair prospect that was 
before them and hopeful for the future. 
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At half-past seven on the morning of the 28th of 
July both ships came to an anchor in Hartstene Bay, 
more commonly known as Port Foulke, the harbour 
in which Dr. Hayes wintered in 1860. 



CHAPTEE V. 


SMITH SOUND. 

“ Now far ho sweeps, where scarce a sammer smiles, 

On Behring's rocks, or Greenland’s naked isles. 

Cold on his midnight watch the breezes blow, 

From wastes that slumber in eternal snow. 

And waft across tho waves’ tumnltnous roar 
The wolf’s long howl from Oonalaska’s shore." 

Campbiu. 

No sooner were the ships secured and breakfast dis¬ 
cussed, than there was a regular rush for the shore. 
Some went' for a scramble over the neighbouring 
glacier, named by Dr,. Kane, “ My brpther John’s 
glacier; ” some went to collect specimens; others to 
take various scientific observations; and others to 
hunt ‘dnd shoot —this spot having been found 
wonderfully prolific of game, more espe'^ially of 
reindeer, during Dr. Hayes’s stay. No signs of any 
inhabitants were visible. This surprised us, as m 
were fully expecting to meet the natives of the village 
of Etah, situated only a couple of miles from the 
anchorage. A visit to tke village during the course 
of the day proved the huts to be standing, but quite 
deserted. Traces of their having been recently in¬ 
habited were manifest, and portions of seal and walrus 
meat were discovered in caches, as if the migration was 
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only temporary and a return was meditated. No 
other signs, however, of any living human being were 
found. * 

Leaving to others the exploration of the country in 
the immediate vicinity of the harbour, Captain Nares 
and myself started, in one of the whale-boats, with 
four men, for the purpose of visiting Life-boat Cove, 
where some of the officers and crew of the “ Polaris ” 
spent theif second winter, 1872-3, and also to search 
for an iron boat on Littleton Island, said to have been 
left there by Dr* Hayes in 1860. 

Sailing round Sunrise Point, we encountered a ffiesh 
northerly wind dead in our teeth, against which, under 
oars, wo made but slow progress, whilst the cold spray 
flew aft into our faces where it almost froze. After 
about five hours’ hard pulling Life-boat Cove was 
reached, and very glad wo all were to get on shore 
and stretch our legs and restore the cu'culation of our 
blood. 

ImmediahSly on landing we met with traces of the 
late occupapts. Those consi^ed of a large cairn— 
which, however, had been demolished by others 
previous t‘o our arrival, probably by the searching 
expedition sent out in the “ Tigress ” in 1873—a 
basket lined with tin, and a trunk, neither of which 
contained anything of importance; indeed, their con¬ 
tents and the strong»odour prervading them convinced 
tjs that they were now the property of Eskimos. 
Strolling on a little further, a boat was seen, which, 
although somewhat of European shape, appeared to be 
of Eskimo construction, as it was simply a framework 
covered with skifis; yet it was undoubtedly btiilt 
under a white man’s superintendence. 

Continuing to advance until we reached the western 
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extreme of the spit of land on which wo had landed, 
we conjectured, from the amount of debiis by which 
we were surrounded, although no remains of a house 
were visible, that we were on the site of the Americans’ 
winter quarters. Trunks, boxes, stoves, pieces of wood, 
gun-barrels, and odds and ends of all descriptions lay 
strewed about over an area of half a square mile—a 
desolate scene of ruin and misery ! 

Some of the boxes were marked with the names of 
their previous owners, and contained, amongst other 
things, books, principally relating to tlie Arctic regions. 
One trunk contained a few small articles of female 
aijparel, such as a lace collar and black veil, and some 
faded ribbons; souvenirs from some fair damsel at 
home, which had probably, from the thoughts their 
presence created, beguiled many a long and lonely 
hour during the monotonous winter night. Numerous 
cairns and caches, under which were deposited lumps of 
seal blubber, led us to suppose that the natives in¬ 
tended returning, especially with such ^ a mine of 
wealth to attract them as an abundance of wood and 
iron, so invaluable to an Eskimo. 

Two other boats were also found, constructed in the 
same tude manner as the first. On one was painted, 
in good large letters, the word MAUMOKPOi; though 
what it meant we were at a loss to conceive, but con¬ 
cluded it was an Icelandic name/- 

Two Casella thermometers, marked as low as 130° 
below zero, were also picked up in perfect order. It 
is to be regretted that these were not self-registering 
maximum and minimum thermometers, as it would 
have been most interesting to have ascertained the 
gi'eatest amount of heat and cold at this spot during a 
period of more than two years. 
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Collecting everything that yre considered of the 
least value, such as books and instruments, for tho 
purpose of returning them tho United States 
Government, and taking possession of a couple of boats, 
which wo thought would jirove useful at some of our 
depdts, we embarked and proceeded towards Littleton 
Island, with our prizes in tow. Diligent search was 
made for tho pendulum said to have been left by the 
“ Polaris’‘people, but without success: also for the 
box chronometers and transit instrument, but with a 
like result. We could only come to the conclusion 
that, if these articles had been left there, somebody 
had been before us. Every cairn and cache was 
thoroughly examined, and so was every nook and 
crannie within a radius of half a mile from where w'o 
imagined tho house had originally stood. A chrono¬ 
meter-box was picked up, but empty. 

On landing at Littleton Island a careful search was 
instituted for Hayes’s boat, but, although we made 
the complete circuit of the island, we failed to dis¬ 
cover any traces of it whatever. At the south-west 
en^ we erected a cahii on tho "higliest hill, about live 
or six hundred feet above the level of the sea, and 
♦ obtained a round of angles with the theodolite.* The 
view frejm the top of this hill was very cheering. 
Cape Sabine was distinctly visible ; whilst farther to 
the northward could be seen the land about Cape 
Fraser, with no signs of ice! We were, however, too 
wary to indulge to excess in hopeful anticipations, 
knowing fuU well the vagaries of our caijricious 
enemy, tho ice; but still such a scene could not but 
tend to’cheer and exhilarate, and send us back to our 
ship with light and buoyant hearts. 

It was past midnight before we reached tho 
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“Alert.” Our sportsmen, we found, had been un¬ 
successful in their endeavours to shoot any reindeer; 
one, however, fell to -the rifle of an officer of the 
“Discovery.” Very few were seen, and those so 
wild as to render an approach Avithin range no easy 
matter. Several ducks and a few hares, however, 
were obtained. 

Leaving Port Foirlko on the following morning, we 
crossed over to the west side, and erected a large 
cairn on the summit of Cape Isabella, about one 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. The ascent 
of this headland was both arduous and dangerous. 
The face of the cliff was very precipitous, and it was 
only by a zig-zag course that it could bo effected. At 
one moment the way led over loose shingle, that gave 
way under the feet at every stop; at another over a 
broad patch of frozen snow, one false step on whoso 
slippery surface would precipitate one many hundred 
feet below ; and at another wo were clinging desperately 
with hands and feet to the hard, Bmo.')th, sycnitic 
grjinite rocks, of which this cape is composed. Very 
thankful were wo when the summit was reached; but 
much more so when we found ourselves again at its 
base, sound in wind and limb. To add to the diffi¬ 
culties, there was a high wind and dense snowstorm. 

At a less high elevation, and in a secure niche 
amongst the rocks, wore deposited an empty cask and 
about one hundred and fifty pounds of preserved beef. 
The cask was intended for the reception of any letters 
that might be brought ijp by a Government ship in 
the following year, or by any enterprising and ad¬ 
venturous whaling captain who should penetrate so 
far in order to bring us news. The provisions were 
left as a small depot for any sledging party that might 
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bo dispatched to the southward. The site was 
marked by a small cairn. Eecords were loft at each 
of these cairns detailing the movements and the 
prospects of the expedition, together with instructions 
regarding our letters, should any be brought thus far. 

Some beautifpl little yellow poppies were gathered 
on the slopes and crests of the hill, whilst the draba 
and saxifrage were found growing in profusion. 

The navigation of these icy seas is most uncertain ! 
Within twenty-four hours of the time that, from the 
summit of Littleton Island, we had been cheered by 
the view of an apparently open sea free of ice, and 
extending in our imagination for miles to the north¬ 
ward^ wo were battling with the pack, consisting of 
large floes and loose broken-up fields, that extended 
on both sides of us and as far north as we could see. 
From this period our troubles commenced; from this 
date our progress was one endless and unceasing 
struggle with the ice : ever on the watch, and never 
allowing a .favourable opportunity to pass unheeded. 

Shortly after leaving Cape Isabella the ice was 
observed stretching across Baird Inlet—the fixed land 
ice with loose detached streams. As we proceeded 
more ice was seen, which by degrees completely sur¬ 
rounded us, and we only succeeded, after much boring 
and charging, in forcing a way through, and into a 
well-protected little harbour to the soutlnvard of Cape 
Sabine. This bay was formed by a deep indentation 
in the land having a long jutting-out spit to the S.E. 
which acted as a famous hreakwatcr, and was pro¬ 
tected seawards by Brevoort Island. Hero we were 
detained for five days, although several attempts were 
made to proceed, which resulted in one instance in a 
hopeless besetment in the ice for some hours. The 
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pack was impenetrable; our only hope was to wait 
patiently for a strong wind to open out a passage. 
The place was in coiiAequence called “Bide-a-wee” 
Harbour, subsequently changed to Payer Harbour, 
after the distinguished Austrian Arctic explorer of 
that name. 

During our detention the time of the officers was 
not unprofitably spent. A rough survey of the place 
was made, its position was 'correctly ascertained, a 
series of magnetic observations were obtained, and 
long walks wore taken in the neighbourhood, during 
which a large and rich collection was made in the 
interests of geology and botany. No game of any 
description was seen. Traces of Eskimo wore dis¬ 
covered, but evidently of an ancient date. They 
consisted of the remains of igdlus or huts, also some 
bone spear-heads, and the runners and crossbars of 
a sledge.* Tidal observations were also taken in the 
harbour. 

Here also, it may be said, we received our first 
lessons in the art of sledging; for, wishing to be 
initiated into its mysteries, a party, consisting of four 
officers and five men dragging one of our large twenty- 
feet ice, boats on a sledge, started to travel over the > 
pack. Our main object was of course to derive some 
practical experience in this all-important mode of 
Arctic exploration, and in this, I -think, we succeeded. 

We found the ice exceedingly hummocky, with 
narrow water spaces between, just too broad to admit 

* The fact of one of these spear-heads being tipped with iron, 
although they all bear the semblanoe of grea^ age, wonld lead one to 
suppose that the tribe by whom it was left must have had some 
intercourse with Europeans, unless meteoric iron was used. This 
would be a very interesting question to decide. 
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)f our jumping over, yet not sufficiently wide to 
aunch the boat into. So rough was the road that at 
me time the bows of the boSt would be seen rising 
ilmost perpendicularly in the air, whilst all hands 
(vere engaged in long-sti^nding pulls on the drag-ropes 
to the tune of “one, two, three, haul;” at another 
time the sledge would come down the side of a 
hummock with such rapidity as to give us hardly 
time to sjflring out of the way to avoid the sledge and 
boat coming over us, and many were the falls in 
consequence. Jt was, however, rare fun. Once while 
launching the boat into a pool of water she nearly 
capsized; as it was she half fiUed, and everything 
inside—provisions, clothes, instruments, guns, and 
ammunition—was thoroughly saturated. A gold 
watch that happened to bo in a coat pocket was not 
improved by its immersion. 

Another source of amusement during our stay in 
this harbour was chasing “unics,” as nanvhals arc 
invariably <jalled by the whalers; but, although a 
good deal of patience and perseverance was displayed 
in attempt! to harpoon them, these qualities were 
never rewh.rded, and the boats always returned un¬ 
successful from their pursuit. 

Our iittle check in this harbour produced a slight 
despondency in those who, for the previous few days, 
had been most sanguine of pushing on. This was 
always alluded to in the ward-room as the depression 
of the social barometer, and was for the future daily 
registered! 

On the morning of the 4th of August, a southerly 
gale having bloirti all the previous night, a channel 
of open water was visible as far as Cape Sabine. 
This was an opportunity not to be lost. Accordingly, 
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at 4 A.M., the anchors were weighed, and, before a 
fresh hut bitter cold wind, both ships made sail, and 
succeeded, after having^'made so many futile attempts, 
in rounding the Capo. Bearing away to the westward 
we steered up Hayes Sound, keeping close in to the 
land, the grounded icebergs giving us timely notice 
of shoal w'ater. At noon, opening a perfectly land- 
locliod bay, and the ice being so closely packed ahead 
as to defy farther progress, ^he vessels w6ro steered 
for the entrance, and wo soon found ourselves in a 
beautiful inlet enclosed by high land, but bounded on 
one side by one of the grandest sights it is possible 
to behold: two enormous glaciers coming from dif¬ 
ferent directions, but converging at their termination. 
They reminded us of two huge giants silently attempt¬ 
ing to push and force each other away. 

It was indeed a noble sight, and filled us with 
impatient curiosity for the moment when we could 
land and indulge in a closer inspection. 

Accordingly, the anchors were no sooner let go 
than several started for the purpose of paying it a 
visit. Landing abreast of the'ship, wo’had rather 
a rough and tumble sort of a scramble ’over loose 
masses of gneiss, until we emerged on the banks of * 
the bed of the glacier—that is, the bod formed by the 
water running from the glacier during the summer 
thaws. The walking was most laborious, at one 
moment thi-ough a wet swampy bog, and at another 
over rough sharp-pointed stones. 

The vegetation appeared luxuriant, and we found 
the traces of musk-oxen, reindeer, wolves, foxes, and 
hares in abundance; but, although"we were provided 
with guns, we failed to secure any game, for the 
simple reason that we saw none. But the traces of 
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musk-oxen were very fresh, and several horns of the 
reindeer were picked up. After a tedious walk of 
about four or five miles we arrived at the glacier—the 
stupendous and sublime work of ages. How insig¬ 
nificant and despicable did we appear in comparison 
to this gigantic creation of Nature ! I can compare 
it to nothing except, perhaps, a frozen Niagara ! The 
left-hand glacier was rounded off, like a huge iey 
wave to its end, whilst'’it receded from our view in 
long milky undulations until lost in the clouds. The 
right-hand one—the lateral and terminal sides of 
which were quite precipitous—was pressing against 
its neighbour until it had raised a slight ridge between 
the two. We were naturally desirous of ascending 
one or both of these glaciers, but time would not 
admit of such an undertaking, and wo were therefore 
compelled to content ourselves by standing upon a 
small projection of each glacier, so as to bo able to say 
that we had been on them. 

That Eskimos had visited this locality was certain ; 
for we discovered on our way out the site of an old 
settlement, ^and on fhe way back we observed two 
large cairns that had evidently been used as caches. 

Alexandra Bay and Twin Glacier Valley, they 
were henceforth designated, were the nearest approach 
to an Arctic paradise that we saw during our sojourn 
in the Polar Eegiona, A sheltered and well-protected 
harbour, with a locality abounding in game of various 
descriptions, are of such importance that it is im¬ 
possible to prize them too .highly. They should be 
the first and grand objects to be taken into considera¬ 
tion whilst selecting a spot for winter qtiarters. 

Although we were not fortrmate in obtaining game 
during our stay of only a few hours in this interesting 
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neighbourhood, I have not the slightest doubt that, 
had we penetrated a little farther into the interior, 
or had we remained here a day or two longer, we 
should have been rewarded by an ample supply, the 
traces that wo observed being both numerous and 
recent. 

From tidal observations made during our brief stay 
in this harbour, we found that the flood tide in Hayes 
Sound came from the eastward, but th^at the ebb 
coming from the westward was the strongest. Whether 
Hayes Sound was a strait opening out to the westward 
or only a deep inlet was, and remains, a matter of 
uncertainty. 



CHAPTER VI. 


STRUGGLES WITH THE ICE. 

“ On those great waters now I am, 

Of wliich I have been told, 

That whosoever hither came 
Should wonders there behold. 

“ Trim thou tho sails, and let good speed 
Accompany our haste; 

Sound thou the channels at our need,. 

And anchor for us cast. 

“ A fit and fiivourablo wind 
*■ To further us provide. 

And let it wait on us behind, 

^ Or lackey by oui- side.” 

(jEORGE Wither. 

>Tiie morning following our arrival in Alosnnclra 
Harbour saw us again battling with the ice in Hayes 
Sound, having been deluded into leaving our com¬ 
fortable snug quarters by the report that the pack 
had drifted to tho Eastward, leaving a navigable 
channel extending to the north. The report was 
fallacious, but we succeeded in threading our way 
to the N.W. for about twenty'miles, when both ships 
were helplessly beset, with but little hope of extrica¬ 
tion without a shift of wind. 

Many broad glaciers were in view, winding their 
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long white snaky lengths between the hills, some of 
which could be traced into the interior for ten or 
twelve miles, or until lost in illimitable space. 

In twenty-four hours, the ice slackening enabled ua 
to bore a way through, eventually emerging into a 
broad stream of water. How sudden and wonderful 
are the changes in these regions! From being closely 
beset, a couple of hours saw us in an apparently open 
sea with no ice in sight, and bowling .along before a 
fresh southerly gale at the rate of seven knots. Social 
barometer very high ! In the morning not a spoon¬ 
ful of water to be seen in any direction, in the evening 
not a vestige of ice ! 

Passing close to the western shore we were able 
to confirm our views regarding the Henry and Bacbe 
Islands of H.ayes. They are undoubtedly connected, 
and therefore not islands; but whether they w'cre also 
connected with the mainland we were not able to 
determine. In all probability the supposed islands 
are a peninsula, apparently of sandstone formation 
overlying trap, different to the granitic formation of 
the southern shore ^>f the strait. The laud appeared 
quite bare of vegetation, and bore a strong resem- 
blaneo to the Silurian limestone formation of the' 
land about Prince Itegent Inlet, showing stratifi¬ 
cations dipping to the northward at an angle of 
about 6°. 

It does not do to indulge too freely in vain hopes in 
these regions. A period of eight hours was sufficient 
to cause our hopeful anticipations of a grand run to 
the northward to be “ vonsiderably eased down; ” for 
in th<at time we were again stopped by the ice, and 
compelled to make fast to a floe, until the pack opened 
sufficiently to allow us to proceed. During the run we 
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passed some very lieavy docs—heavier than anjtliinff 
we had hitherto met, and quite sufficient in them¬ 
selves to crush any unfortunate ship that should 
happen to got nipped between two of them. 

Off Albert Head great excitement was caused by 
the floe, to which both ships wore secured, being 
driven towards a large grounded icebei*g. To be 
squeezed between the two would be fatal. Our 
destruction seemed inovitahle. Yet wo on board were 
helpless to avert the catastrophe. All that we could 
do was to prepare for a severe nip : unshiji the rudder, 
and lift the screw, and having taken every precaution 
to ensure the safety of the crew, in the event of the 
ship’s demolition, wo could only look on, and in 
silence witness, as wo thought, the irresistible and 
destroying powers of the Ice-King. 

The “ Discovery ” was at first in the most critical 
position, but a slight swerving of the floe relieved her 
from any immediate danger, whilst the same move¬ 
ment of the jee intensified our own. 

Nearer and more swiftly were wo hurried towards 
the grim aAd motionless berg,, up whoso sides the 
floe, as it came into contact with it, was seen to be 
literally walldng and forcing its way, crumbling and 
falling into shapeless masses at its base. 

EscapS appeared impossible. It seemed hard at 
the very commencement of our voyage thus to lose 
our ship, and with it Till hopes of success. Suddenly, 
when our fate seemed almost decided, the berg turned 
slightly, splitting up the floe to which we were secured 
and sending us clear. It vpas a narrow shave, and 
althougli we suffered a slight nip, no material damage 
was sustained. 

Being myself too fully occupied with the work on 

F 
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deck, one of my messmates kindly packed a few of 
my valuables together, ready to take away in case of 
having to abandon the ship. On going below after 
the ship had been secured, I found carefully packed 
in a haversack my journals, Bible and Prayer- 
Book, a few photographs,, and three boxes of sar¬ 
dines ! 

It must not be supposed that we passed in idleness 
those days that we were beset in the ice and unable 
to advance. As a rule our time was more fully 
occupied then than when we had leads of water in 
which we could proceed. Steam had to bo kept 
ready for any sudden emergency, and a constant 
watch had to be kept on every movement of the pack. 
Frequently had the ice anchors to be tripped and the 
vessel moved, in order to avoid bergs or floes closing 
in upon and nipping us. Occasionally, when the 
pack opened, or appeared what we called ‘f slack,” 
we would attempt to bore through; but as this 
invariably entailed a large consumption of fuel, and 
gave very little result, it was not resorted to more 
than was absolutely necessary. Every .ppening in 
the ice was taken advantage of, by which we slowly 
but sui,’ely made progress northwards. 

The crow’s-nest was never deserted. In it Captain 
Nares might almost be said to live, rarely coming on 
deck even for his meals; as for a night’s rest, such a 
thing to him was quite unknown,. From the “ nest ” 
the motions of the ice were closely scrutinized, the 
tides and currents were studied, and the influence of 
the vrind on the pack ageertained. No. opportunity 
was ever lost, and it was entirely due to this un¬ 
ceasing watchfulness that the expedition succeeded in 
advancing, although it was only inch by inch. 
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Victoria Head was reached* on the morning of the 
8th of August, but at the expense of damaged rudder- 
lieads to both ships, caused by ^e constant backing 
into the ice whilst engaged in charging and breaking 
through slight streams that offered impediments to 
our advance. A detention Jiere enabled us to pay the 
shore a visit. Great difficulty was experienced in 
landing on account of the ice-foot adhering to the 
land, which resembled a,perpendicular frozen wall 
rising to the height of about twelve feet. Indeed it 
Avas more overhanging than perpendicular, as the 
action of the waler had considerably undermined its 
base and therefore rendered it almost iiiacessible. 
By the aid of a long boat-hook staff and some rope 
we succeeded in clambering up, at the expense of 
bruised hands, the jagged surface of the ice cutting 
like penknives. This proceeding was not unattended 
by a certain amount of danger, for had the ice given 
way we should have been precipitated into the boat, 
in which casp we should have been extremely lucky to 
have escaped without a fractured bone or limb. 

The loosed and rugged slabs gf slaty limestone of 
Avhich the hills were composed made the walking very 
,arduou8, added to which a thick fog and snowstorm 
that overtook us rendered our climb unprofitable so 
far as aseertaining the nature of the ice to seaward 
and the prospect of pushing on were concerned. The 
steep cliffs surrounding this prominent headland are 
wksted and worn by the combined effects of snow and 
weather, and present the same “ battlemented ” ap¬ 
pearance so common to the, Silurian limestone for¬ 
mation of the cliffs about Prince Eegent Inlet and 
Lancaster Sound. *A few fossils were collected, but, 
with the exception of some sprigs of the stunted 
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willow and a single tuft of saxifrage, the land was 
devoid of all vegetation. Deep ravines stretched 
away into the interior, entirely free from both snow 
and ice. Traces of foi^'mer inhabitants were discovered 
along the beach, consisting of the site of an Eskimo 
settlement and a few small cairns or fox-traps. 

Hitherto the traces of these interesting tribes have 
been continuous along the western side of Smith 
Sound, and tend, in my opinion, to prove conclusively 
that the Eskimos were in former days far more 
numerous than they are at the present time. What 
has become of them ? The solution of this important 
ethnological question would bo of the greatest interest. 
Have they gradually died out ? or have they migrated 
farther south, and are now represented by the “ Arctic 
Highlanders,” and by tribes settled on both sides of 
Lancaster Sound who are frequently visited by our 
whalers ? 

It is certain that at some remote time there was 
a movement of Eskimo tribes from Asia towards 
Greenland in these high latitudes, for traces of their 
encampments have been found along til's shores of 
the Parry grou 2 ) from Melville Island to Lancaster 
Sound,, whore they are still living in Dundas Harbour 
and in Admiralty Inlet. The late Admiral Sheravd 
Osborn and my cousin, Mr. Clements Markham, paid 
great attention to this subject during the Arctic 
Expedition of 18.50-61, and prepared a descriptive 
list of all the Eskimo vestiges along the whole length 
of the Parry group.* Wo now traced similar remains 


* See the “ Selection of Papers on Arctic Geography and Eth- 
nology,” printed for the use of the Expedidou by tho Koyal Geo. 
graphical Society, p. 163. 
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up the western side of the channels leading north from 
Smith Sound, at Cape Sabine, on the shores of 
Buchanan Strait, on Normal? Lockyer Island, on 
Capes Hilgard, Louis Napoleon, Hayes, and Fraser, 
at Eadmoro Harbour, and Bellot Island. The most 
northern point whore human remains were discovered 
was at Cape Bceehey, in 81" 54' N. Here our natu¬ 
ralist found the framework of a large wooden sledge, 
a stone lamp, and a snt)w scraper made of walrus 
tusk. Beyond this point there was no sign of any 
human being l*aving preceded us. This is the utmost 
northern known limit of Eskimo wandering, and here 
they appear to have crossed the strait, and to have 
made their way southward on the Greenland side. 
The most northern permanent human habitation in 
the world is now at Etah, near Port Foulko, and, 
under present climatic conditions, it would be im¬ 
possible even for the Etah Eskimo to exist at Cape 
Becchey, in 81° 54' N., whither their ancestors must 
have wandfered in remote times. There is much yet 
to learn re|pecting these marvellous wanderings along 
the Arctic shores; and our expedition has certainly 
thrown considerable new light on the question. We 
have fixed the most northern limit of the' !l<lskimo 
migrations, and have established the fact that they 
did not come from the north down Smith Sound, but 
merely wandered rpund its shores until the palsoo- 
•crystic floes in Eobeson channel made them despair 
of finding there the means of supporting life. We 
have also proved that the people seen by Captain 
Clavering on the east co^st of Greenland in 1823 
could not have c«me round its northern extreme, but 
that they had found their way to the neighbourhood 
of the Pendulum Islands from Cape Farewell. These 
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are useful contributions towards the final solution 
of a very important ethnological question, which, 
however, cannot be fv lly and conclusively settled until 
all the unknown parts of the Polar area have been 
explored. 
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WAJiKUS HUNT—DOG DRIVING. 

“ So Zembla’s rocks, the bcantcous work ol frost, 

Rise white in air, and glitter o’er the coast; 

Pale suns, unfelt, at distance roll away. 

And on the impassive ice the lightnings play; 

Eternal snows the growing mass supply. 

Till the bright mountains prop the incumbent sky: 

As Atlas fixed, each hoary pile appears. 

The gathered winter of a thousand years,” 

Pope. 

During the remainder of the navigable season, I 
propose to present the narrative of the voyage in the 
form of a diary, giving the Extracts as they were 
written down at the time, when the events they 
record were fresh in my memory. ’' 

Sundajj, August 8f/i.—Snow fell very heavily during 
the forenoon, completely covering the surrounding 
hills, and lying several inches deep on our deck. 
Clearing up in the afternoon we found ourselves 
completely beset by the ice and drifting shorewards. 
Hteam was resorted to and every effort made to reach 
a narrow lane of water, onl/ a hundred yards distant, 
but without success. At four o’clock the ship ex¬ 
perienced a slight nip, the ice piling up as high as 

our main fthains Rnf, fnrtiinn,l;plv for US it waS of toO 
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soft a nature to do m'ach damage. Half an hour 
afterwards the nip cased and the pack commenced 
to open, showing bro/jid lanes of water. This sudden 
slackening of the ice was due to the total cessation 
of wind. We soon extricated ourselves from our 
unpleasant situation, and' lay in eager readiness to 
take advantage of any oirportunity of advancing that 
might offer itself. 

11.30 p.M. —The ways of,ice are indeed inscrutable ! 
Five hours ago Grinnell Land loomed in the distance, 
and we had little prospect of reaching it for some 
time. Now we are actirally made fast to the land-ice 
in Franklin Pierce Bay on the southern shore of 
Grinnell Laud! 

We esteem ourselves particularly fortunate in 
having reached thus far. Cape Fraser is not far 
distant, and this appears to bo our Bubicon., Once 
jrassed, fewer difficulties are anticipated. We may 
very fairly reason that to the northward of this pro¬ 
montory -will be found a “ North Water ” similar to 
the one north of Baflin Bay, the ice remaining in the 
broad part of Smith, Sound like the micidle pack in 
Baffin Bay and Davis Straits. 

In the latitude of Cape Fraser Kane reported what ■ 
he called an open Polar Sea, Hayes the same, whilst 
the “Polaris” actually navigated for some'distance 
this “ North Water.” Why should we find it dif¬ 
ferent ? 

The ice opened this afternoon in a miraculous 
manner, in one long lead from land to land, suffi¬ 
ciently wide for us to pa3s through; and then, as if 
it had opened expressly for us, closed again, and with 
such rapidity that our consort, who was following in 
our wake, having lagged a little behind, was caught 
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Eind remained beset for some *time ; eventually, liow- 
Bver, boring through and rejoining us. 

Atignst 9th .—We succeeded thi| morning in pushing 
on for three or four miles, when, being completely 
stopped by the ice, we were again compelled to make 
fast. In consequence of • the heavy fall of snow 
yesterday, the surface of the water was coated with 
a soft sludgy substance, half ice and half snow, which 
greatly imiieded our progress. 

The statement made by Dr. Hayes in his interest¬ 
ing work, that “ along the entire coast of Grinnell 
Land no glacier appears,” is slightly inaccurate; for at 
the head of Franldin Pierce Day two tolerably large 
glaciers arc situated, whilst another was soon a few 
miles to the westward on the same coast. Doubtless 
Dr. Hayes intended to say dixcharghig glaciers, in 
which case he would, 1 think, be nearly corre'ct. 

Por three days were we detained, without the ice 
tillowing ns the slightest chance of moving, during 
which time {i complete series of magnetic observations 
was obtained on the floe, the inclination of the lieisdle 
being as mueh as 85° 34'. Botli^tlie dredge and trawl 
were also put into requisition and with good results. 
Amongst the many zoological curiosities brougULto the 
surface, from a depth of fifteen fathoms, were some 
crinoids.* These echinodenns are very rare, few 
specimens having been met with, until the deep-sea 
dredgings of the “ Oiiallenger ” brought them more 
iiito notice. 

A small island, since called Norman Lockyer 
Island after the distinguished astronomer of that 
name, was visited, and its highest eminence ascended 
for the purpose of watching the movements of the 
pack. Landing on the ice-foot that fringed the shore, 
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■we stepped on to a lonJ| shaly beach that rose in well- 
defined and regular terraces to at least two hundred 
feet above the levekof the sea, showing the different 
tidal marks, and illustrating clearly the gradual up¬ 
heaval of the land. Numerous traces of Eskimo were 
discovered on this small alnd remote island, consisting 
of the sites of several encampments, and a bone 
harpoon point, all apparently of very ancient date. 
The highest part of the dsland is from five to six 
hundred feet above the sea. It is of limestone 
formation, and on several of the .rocks, especially 
those at its summit, distinct glacial marks Avere 
detected. Vegetation was scanty, although here and 
there the poppy, saxifrage, and willow could be seen 
cropping up between the stones. 

Hero too we succeeded in harpooning a couple of 
walruses. Three of these large animals were observed 
on a piece of ice, their large ungainly forms stretched 
out, lazily enjoying their siesta. Volunteers were not 
waiting for the purpose of attempting their capture ; 
but as an indiscriminate attack would .only lead to 
failure, it was determined to despatch* one of the 
whale boats, specially fitted with a harpoon gun, and 
all tire* necessary implements and gear for securing* 
these animals, in order to effect in a more organized 
and skilful manner the object we had in view. 

Great difficulty was experienced in approaching 
our prey, as the boat had to Tbe hauled over loose 
fragments of ice, and pushed through a sludgy con¬ 
sistency of soft ice, snow, and water, in which the 
oars were useless; so thftt it was feared the unavoid¬ 
able noise would disturb and frighten them away. 
At length, after much trouble and no little exertion, 
we succeeded in getting within about eight yards. 
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degree of restlessness, by lifting their shaggy heads 
and uttering jerky spasmodic snorts, that showed us 
only too plainly a retreat was meditated. 

Selecting the largest of the three as his victim, 
our harpooned carefully laid his igun. A moment of 
breathless suspense followed, to ho relieved by the 
report of the gun, a roar of pain and rage, and the 
disappearance in the water of the three walruses, 
while the f)ioce of ice, on which a moment before tlioy 
^had been reposing, was covered with blood, convincing 
us that our shaft had taken effect. If any further 
proof was retiuired in corroboration of this fact, a 
tugging at the line and the sudden moving of the 
boat was sufficient. Lances and rifles were quickly 
seized; for these animals, when wounded and mad¬ 
dened by pain, are ugly and dangerous customers, 
and have frequently been known to rip the planks 
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out of a boat with their formidable tusks, and thus 
seriously endanger the lives of the crew. We had ‘ 
not long to waita disturbance in the water close 
alongside denoted that our victim was coming to the 
surface. An instant after, his bearded face with every 
expression of infuriated»rage and demoniacal hate, 
his fiery eyes glaring with vengeance, appeared, and 
was immediately saluted with two or three rifle 
bullets. This warm reception served only to incense 
and irritate him, and he tried hard to wreak his 
vengeance on the boat; but his enemies were too 
powerful, and with the united aid of bullets and lance 
thrusts the unwieldy beast was forced to succumb 
to the su 2 )erior 2 )ower of his human antagonists. 
Towing the great carcase back to the ship, it was 
hauled up on the floe, and quickly JliiiclinL* The 
blubber and flesh wore 2 )acked in barrels, making a 
very welcome addition to the small amount of food 
that we bad on board for our dogs. 

Another walrus was harpooned on ,tbc following 
day, and these were the only two captured by the 
expedition during tjieir stay in the Arctic regions. 
Walrus steaks, from this date, were for some time in 
great demand, whilst the liver was pronounced to be 
perfectly excellent, and even superior to pig’s fry! 

As a rule these animals arc cxcecduigly difficult to 
kill, for in addition to their enormously thick skulls 
and coating of almost impeuetiable skin and blubber, 
they arc excessively tenacious of life. A rifle bullet, 
although a walrus may eventually die of the wound, 
is more than useless, .qs it will efl'ectually scare him 
away, and thus all chance of securing him is lost. 


Flinching” is u whaling term for cutting up a whale or walrus. 
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The only sure way of succeeding in their capture is 
by tlie use of the harpoon, and this weapon of course 
is only available at short distances^ 

During the temporary delays of the shiiis in the 
ice, amusement was not forgotten, and we often had 
rare fun. It is a very impoi'tant point in an Arctic 
expedition to keep the men constantly employed and 
interested, otherwise they would, more especially 
when their onward progress was checloid, bo subject 
tto gloomy moods and fits of despondency. Clare, 
therefore, should be taken to guard against these 
feelings. * 

Amongst the numerous games purchased by the 
expedition before leaving England was a football, 
which, on occasions of this sort and when th<! ice 
would admit of it, would be produced, and a game 
kept up with great spirit, though with an utter dis¬ 
regard of all orthodox rules. So long as .lacik got 
his kick, no matter in which direction the ball was 
propelled, he was satisfied ! Officers and men would 
alike mingle in the game, every one detenninTiT to 
carry out the‘one grand object, nana^ly, that of enjoy¬ 
ing themselves. Skating and sliding on the i (!0 were 
also accomplishments that afforded much pleasure 
and amusement, and were freely indulged in by all, 
irrespectitte of age or rank. Sometimes our I’lskimo 
^dogs would be taken out on the floe and harnessed 
to an empty sledge, whilst some would-bo dog driver, 
anxious to attain proficiency as a whip, would make 
a start, and be seen tearing round the floe, regardless 
of weak ice and pools of water, at the rate; of ten 
■miles an hour, returning on board thoroughly 
drenched, but happy in the knowledge that he had 
succeeded as a dog driver. 
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Perhaps a few wordp here in connection with the 
dogs would not be out of place. As I have before 
stated, they lived al^most entirely in the fore part of 
the vessel, and were consequently especial favourites 
with the men, by whom they were fed and greatly 
petted. Of course they n^re all named, their appel¬ 
lations being more characteristic than euphonious. 
They rejoiced in such names as Ginger, so called on 
account of his colour; Bruin, because he was minus 
a tail, having been deprived of this appendage in his 
youthful days; Boss-eye, on account of the obliquity 
of his vision, or as our men expressed it, because 
“ his eyes were rove cross-jack brace fashion ; ” Sore- 
sides, in consequence of the unfortunate dog when it 
came on board suffering from an unhealed wound in 
its side. Sallic, Topsy, Sly-boots, Jessie, etc., were 
the names of others. 

The only English dog in the expedition was my 
black retriever Nellie, an old shipmate and com¬ 
panion, who took no pains to conceal her displeasure 
and disgust at the introduction of such, in her esti¬ 
mation, a rough and rowdy pack; nor '^as she ever 
afterwards induced to cultivate their acquaintance. 
As she Hved in the after part of the ship, she viewed 
with a jealous eye any attempts on the part of the 
Eskimo dogs to intrtido on w'hat she regard-id as her 
own domain, and would invariably fly at and drive 
them forward. ' 

Shortly after their appearance on board, and long 
before they had been used for sledging purposes, a 
species of rabies, or dog madness, broke out amongst 
them, which very quickly and alarmingly thinned 
their number. The first symptom of this disease 
w'ould generally be the dog falling down in a tit, fi'bm 
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pHiich it would partially rocov^,r only to rush about 
Jn a frantic manner as if totally deprived of all sense 
and feeling. On some occasions tljey would rush into 
tlie water and be drowned, and at other times wander 
away from the ship to be no more seen; sometimes 

E +heir sufferings would terminate in death, whilst at 
ther times they would bo shot in order to release the 
oor things from their pain. 

All expeditions have experienced the same kind of 
iscase and mortality amongst their dogs, for which 
licre has hitherto been no remedy. It is a curious 
fact that hydrophobia is unknown among the I'lskimo, 
end no man bitten by one of these dogs during a mad 
fit has ever suffered permanent injury from its effects. 
Frequently whilst employed sledging, they have been 
attacked by violent fits, resembling cramp, completely 
prostrating them, causing them to roll over on their 
sides and foam at the mouth. On these occasions 
they would be freed from the sledge, which after a 
time they would follow, when they would bo re- 
harnessed anti proceed as if nothing had occurieu. - 
Dr. Golan devoted much of his time to the investi- 
.gation of the nature and causes of this disease, and 
l^liave no doubt his researches will throw a Hood of 
light over this matter that will prove of the greatest 
valul to succeeding expeditions in the preservation 
of their dogs, and be the means of baffling the attacks 
of this insidious disease. 

^ The dogs when employed in dragging a sledge are 
always harnessed in line abreast, and never, as 
jgenerally supposed, ahead of each other in tandem 
nashion. 

! From six to ten or a dozen dogs form a team. 
^,^eyare capable of dragging as much as one hundred 
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and fifty pounds peri dog; but this is rather an 
excessive load and should not be exacted for any 
length of time. Sp strong and enduring are they 
that they will frequently perform a journey, over 
smooth ice, of twenty-five or thirty miles a day with 
this load; but with light loads and level ice they 
have been known to travel as much as seventy and 
even a hundred miles in one day. 

There is something ver^ exhilarating and exciting 
abont dog sledging, so long as the wdathcr is fine, 
temperature not too low, smooth level ice to travel 
over, and a light sledge to drag. But let all these 
various conditions be reversed, let the weather be 
thick and foggy, or a gale of wind blowing with a 
blinding snow-drift, a temperature of 50° below zero, 
rough hummocky ice to travel over, and a heavily 
laden sledge to be dragged by ».tired and obstinate 
team, then dog sledging cannot tie regarded as either 
a comfortable or desirable amusement. 

The sensation of dashing along on a light sledge at 
thc^rttHe of ten miles an hour, the fine snow flying 
into one’s face as the dogs tear through it pell-mell in 
their headlong career, or perhaps plunging down the 
side pf a steep rjivine when the utmoslt caution is 
required to prevent the sledge from capsizing and 
toppling over on the top of the dogs, is both novel 
and delightful. But when obstacles such as hum¬ 
mocks and deep snow-drifts have to be encountered, 
especially with a low temperature, the reverse is tiie 
case. Directly the sledge receives the slightest, cheek 
from either of these causes, the dogs lie down, and 
look at you in the most iirovoking manner. It is 
no use having recourse to the wnip, for not all the 
flogging in the world will make them advance until 
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the obstacle has been removed! or the sledge carried 
over the difficulties that had retarded its progress. 

The whip is the main feature in dog driving. To 
be a good driver it is therefore necessary to use this 
implement in a dexterous manner. The lash is a 
thong of sealskin about eiglfteen or twenty feet long, 
attached to a short handle of about twelve inches 
in length. It is, in the hands of an experienced 
driver, a fornydable weapon^ tlie punishment that the 
. dogs receive from it being often very severe. They 
are guided solely by it, and it is amusing to witness 
the cunning and intelligence displayed by the outside 
dogs, who invariably get more than tlu'ir fair share 
of the lash, in dodging under the lines of tlie others 
and emerging somewhere in the midst of tlie team in 
drder to escape from its terrible infliction. Another 
very annoying and distressing piece of work connected 
with dog sledging is clearing the lines, which in a 
short time become in a grievously entangled state 
from the con^ant dodging about of the dogs, aij^yjhs 
it must be remembered has to he done with hands 
encased in thick woollen mitts,, for to bare them 
.would ensure serious frost-bites. In consequence 
ef the amount of provisions that have of neo(5isity 
to be earned for the use of the dogs, it is almost 
impossible to use them for long journeys. None 
^were employed during the expedition by any of the 
extended sledge partiifS; but for short journeys, or 
when dispatch was required, they were invaluable. 
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SLOW PROGBESS THROUGH THE ICE. 

“ Ho roRO, tlio coast anil country lo survey, 

Anxious and eager to discover more. 

It looked a wild uncultivated shore, 

But whether human kind or beast alone 
I’ossessed the new-found region was unknown." 

VinciL. 

Thursday, Avgunt Early this morning, tlie Hoes 
opening syghtly, an attempt was made to proceed; 
but it was a futile one, the ice remaining perfectly 
impenetrable. Tliis delay is naturally cau,sing anxiety, 
as our fuel is ra[)idly disappearing, from the constant 
demand for steam, a»d the navigable season is also as 
rapidly waning, young ice forming alongside the ship^ 
nearly <in inch in thickness. Patience, combined with* 
caution and perseverance, is an indispensable (pialifi- 
cation for an Arctic navigator. At the same time he 
must be prepared, when occasion offers, to make a 
bold dash. Quick determination and an ever-ready 
eye to seize upon any available opportunity are also 
necessary attributes of the explorer who hopes to 
achieve success in ice niavigation. Without them 
failure is inevitable. , 

In the forenoon both ships were slightly nipped. 
We succeeded,in unshipping our rudder in time; but 
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tlie “Discovery,” receiving squeeze more astern, 
had her rudder very severely injured. She was 
enabled, however, to patch it up» sufficiently for tem¬ 
porary use and thus avoid the necessity of shifting it. 
In the afternoon ‘the ice began to move to the east¬ 
ward, enabling us once more to make a start. Hastily 
shipping our rudders we got under weigh, .and having 
bored through a few streams of ice emerged into a line 
lead of water extending lietwi^ou the laud and tin* 
pack. Passing Cape D’Urville, we opened a large 
inlet. At its head was a deep ravine, containing two 
largo glaciers wliieh, running rc.spectively from N.bl. 
and N.W., met and formed one tiaminal face. At 
9 P.M. the southern extreme of Dobbin Day, called 
Cape Hawks, was passed. This is a magnillcent 
promontory, which has, with some j)ro2)riety, been 
compared, ui aiqiearance, to the Itock of Cihraltar. 

It was a beautifully calm night as both ships 
•silently rounded'this hold headland, the water so still 
and uniuffic^l that it was actually used as an ij^^yjoial 
horizon for the purpose of taking an astronomical 
oijservation.' The Ca2)e itself toivered over our heads 
as we steamed past, its rellcction in tlie still quiet 
.water being clearly visible, whilst deep ravhles on 
either side stretched away apparently for miles into 
the intcilor, until lost amid the snow-shining moun¬ 
tains in the far distance. A larg(! glacier at the head 
of the bay showed out promine ntly as it glistened in 
tlic light of a bright midnight sun, the bay itself being 
covered with an icy sheet, broken only by a feov long 
low bergs, genorahal, in all 'pirobability, from tin: self¬ 
same glacier. Tht^few clouds that were visilele in the 
almost cloudless sky iiresentcd an exquisite iridescence 
rarely witnessed, exhibiting clearly delined bright 
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colours, extending in bands in a horizontal direction, 
the reflection of which in the clear pellucid water 
materially enhanced,the beauties of the landscape. 
Such a scene, with all its surroundings, could scarcely 
be eijualled in beauty, certainly not surpassed, even 
in sunny Italy. 

Making the ships fast to an iceberg, preparations 
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for landing a large depot of provisions, similar to the 
one established at the Cary Islands, were immediately 
commenced. A jolly-boat, obtained from the Valor¬ 
ous,” was also deposited here. We have now two 
large depots, besides boats, established in our rear. 
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sufficient to sustain a largd party for many days, 
sliould any untoward accident befall our sliiji. 

Whilst engaged in these operations, an adjacent 
island—Washington Irving Island—was visited, and a 
large cairn erected on its summit. Our sui-prise may 
be imagined when, on reaclling the top, the remains of 
an old cairn were discovered. At first its origin was 
attributed to Hayes, who visited the island in 1800, 
but on closei; inspection ewdences of a construction at 
a much earlier date were palpable, the stones of which 
it was compose^l being covered with lichen, denoting 
great age. Hayes, in the published account of his 
voyage, makes no mention either of having seen this 
can’ll or of having built one on the island. It was, 
undoubtedly, the work of white men’s hands; the 
object and necessity for building cairns is unknown, 
and therefore not practised, by the Eskimos. How 
then came this structure in such a remote and desolate 
part of the world ’? Can it be the work of some obscure 
navigator of years gone by, who erected tlij^y^jonu- 
ment as a memento of his visit, but who never 
returned to relate the results* of his adventurous 
voyage ? This must for ever remain a mystery ! 

Of course it was quickly demolished and* Its site 
subjected to a very careful search, in the hopes of dis¬ 
covering some record or clue by which its history 
might be ascertained; but nothing was found, and we 
Wore forced to content ourselves with reconstructing it 
on a larger scale, and depositing a record at its base 
detailing the movements of the expedition. 

The depot having been* landed, the ships were 
moved'a little faiiilier up the bay, although, to effect 
this, we wore compelled to have recourse to powder, 
in order to “ blast ” a passage through the ice. The 
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recent tracks of a bearr were observed on the floe, 
being the only indications of the presence of these 
animals that we had observed since leaving Melville 
Bay. It naturally caused a little excitement amongst 
our sportsmen and would-be bear slayers. 

The formation of the land around Dobbin Bay 
appeared curiously contorted; the stratifications 
dipping, in some places, to the westward at an angle 
of about 18”, whilst at others they assumed a perfectly 
horizontal direction. This irregularity of the strata 
may probably be accounted for by the trap, or other 
primary rock, forcing its way upwards through the 
limestone formation. Where these contortions appear 
the colour changes from the sombre grey of the 
surrounding limestone to a bright red and brownish 
hue. 

In the afternoon, it being deemed expedient for the 
safety of the ships that they should be docked, the 
requisite instructions were given, and in four hours 
they^^re securely placed in two large commodious 
dockk, cut out of the solid floe. 

The process of dqpking is rendered necessary to 
prevent a ship from being crushed between two floes 
should ghe be so unfortunate as to be placed between 
them with the whole force of the pack driving against 
the outer one. This operation is frequently ifbcessary 
whilst following the land-ice, although in these days 
of steam it is not so frequently practised as of old. 

Our ice-saw crews had previously been organized, 
and, as it is absolutely necessary that the work of 
construction should be '•arried out with the utmost 
expedition, the whole of the officers and ship’s company 
were stationed so as to take an active part in the pro¬ 
ceedings. The instant the order was given for “ all 
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hands to cut dock ” a most,animated scene ensued. 
Triangles were quickly erected, saws placed in posi¬ 
tion, the dock measured and ma*ked out by boarding- 
pikes placed at the several corners, and every one 
working as if their lives depended upon their own 
individual exertions. Three persons only were left on 
board the ship—namely, one officer in charge of the 
deck, the engineer at the engines, and a man at the 
lielm—and, as it was necejjsary to keep the ship con¬ 
stantly moving so as to avoid pieces of ice, and also 
to place her in a good position for being docked, these 
three had no sinecure offices. 

Occasionally a jet of water, followed by a loud 
report and a shower of fragmentary ice, showed that 
powder was used to shatter the larger pieces of ice that 
had been cut, but unless great care is taken in the use 
of this explosive, it is liable to damage the sides of 
the dock. 

This was our first attempt at dock cutting, which 
will accounj; for the time occupied in its conduction. 
Ordinarily the work should be completed in^T)Out a 
couple of hours. When two or Qiorc ships are in com¬ 
pany time is saved by employing all hands to cut one 
dock large enough to take in all the ships. , • 

The diagram on next page will serve to illustrate the 
system*employed by us whilst engaged in making one 
of these docks. The last triangular piece of ice that 
is taken out—namely, the portion marked on the plan 
by the letters C B B—is removed intact, and being 
placed across the entrance serves to close the dock 
and thus keep out all stray .pieces of ice. 

After four hoyrs of such work as dock cutting 
entails, it was poor comfort for us to return on board 
wet, cold, and hungry, only to find that our fires had 
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woJi£ ojf strypAr. 


been allowed to bum put, and that we could neither 
get a cap of tea to refresh oaraelvea with, nor a chance 

of warming ourseJres at 
I / the stove.* The Eskimo 

_dogs, being turned out 

" \ r on the floe and tied to 

\ / one of our anchor lines, 

\ / made night hideous by 

yA / their dreary and lament- 

/\\ / ' ^We wailing. 

/ (;n\\ / days were 

/ \ / ships kept close pri-. 

K: j-rrrq soners; but on Sunday, 

Qi n August 15th, as soon 

I / as divine service was 

B / finished, a large party 

/ of men was actively 

^ engaged in cutting and 

blasting a passage be¬ 
tween the floe in which 
OF ICE DOCK. wcrc imprisoncd and 

„ , , . A.. D on/> the shore, for a lead of 

No. 1 saw outs from A to lU 200 ft. 

No. 2 „ „ D to c 200 ft. water had been observed 

No. 3 ^ „ „ B to c 35 ft., in the channel which we . 

and tHon on to P115 ft naturally desirous 

Vrt A. uaw oiifo f»‘/VTirt T? +/V Tt ion ff 


No. 1 saw outs from A to .5 200 ft. - ’ “ 

No. 2 „ „ D to c 200 ft. water had been observed 
No. 3 ^ „ „ B to c 35 ft., in the channel which we 

and tHon on to P115 ft naturally desirous 

No. 4 saw outs from P to D 120 ft., „ , . ^ , , 

and, if neoessary, from E to P reaching. Although 
48 ft. Sundav was as much as 


48 ft. Sunday was as much as 

Dimensions op Dock. possible observed as a 

Dongth . . . . 200 ft. day of rest, it was quite 

Breadth, at entrance . 65 „ out of the question to a 

Ditto, at head . . 35 „ . i 3 

party situated as we 

were altogether to abstain from work on the Sabbath. 

An amusing story is related of ono of the officera. Whilst engaged 
iu cutting the dock, ho, without thinking, put his pipe in bis trousers 
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Out iiuvigublo scuson, we knew, wus u shott one / no 
opportunity could we afford to lose; and therefore wo 
were compelled to work as inu(th on Sunday as on 
week-days should circumstances arise which would 
make it necessary for us to do so. After about nine 
hours’ hard work we succeaded in making a i)assago 
sufficiently broad for the shiiis to pass tlirough. Our 



“toe moaning ok the tieo.” 


last explosion was a most effective one; no less than 
eighVblaeting charges, or torpedoes, were exploded 
simultaneously—these varied in size from five to 
twelve pound charges. 

•The result of this, designated by the men, “ feu do 

pocket, so as to enable him the more readily to work at his icc-saw. 
Feeling, after a time, a little warm a^oiit his legs, ho attributed it to 
his exertioDs in working the saw, until a sharp and intolerable pain 
caused him to put hia hafld. into his pocket. This speedily afforded an 
explanation: his pipe, being still alight, had burnt a hole through 
his trousers and shirt and was burning his leg! 
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joy” -was wonderful; tlie'floe split and cracked in all 
directions, enabling us with our long ice points and 
poles to clear a splendid channel. Hauling the ships 
out of dock, we steamed through the passage and into 
a fine stream of water round Cape Louis Napoleon. 
So narrow, however, was our channel that in rounding 
the point, to our great dismay, the “ Discovery ” 
grounded. A delay at this moment might have proved 
fatal to us, and it was therefore with no small amount 
of satisfaction, after a short detention, that we ob¬ 
served her again afloat. Our Joy at being again on 
the move was short-lived. A few hours sufficed to 
bring us to the edge of a field of ice, to penetrate 
which seemed utterly impossible. To cut a dock in 
such ice, the floes being from ten to twenty feet in 
thickness, was also out of the question, even had we 
been provided with saws sufficiently long to do so. 
Blasting was resorted to, and by this means we were 
enabled to secure the ship in a small indentation in 
the me that afforded some slight protection. So high 
was ffie ice that our boats, hanging from the midship 
davits on the outside of the ship, had to be turned in¬ 
board to prevent their being crushed. For three days 
were'we kept in a state of feverish excitement without 
being able to make any progress, and yet constantly 
moving the ship to avoid destruction frolli artfting 
bergs and closing floes. 

The shore was frequently visited, and the heights of’ 
Mount Joy and Cape Hayes ascended; but always the 
same scene met our view to northward—an impassable 
plain of ice. 

Twice in one day were the ships nearly destroyed. 
A large iceberg that was aground close to us, and 
therefore protecting us from the pack, suddenly floated 
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' :1 drifted away. This rcleas^ed a large floe to which 

, were - secured, and with which we drifted down 

bidly towards another large Iserg that remained 

(round. It was an anxious time for us, for in five 

I antes, ‘unless we could move out of the way, we 

ist he inevitably crushwl between the two. All 

ads were quickly summoned, a line laid out astern 

d made fast to some large hummocks, and by this 

I fortunately succeeded iy hauling the ship clear; 

t .only just in time, for as our bowsprit cleared the 

fff, the floe came into contact with it with such 
• , 
resistible force that hummock was piled upon 

pmmock in a truly alarming manner. Had we 

ien caught, nothing short of a miracle could have 

wed us. 

The noise of the ice as it squeezed against the berg 
as anything but pleasant to listen to; but still it 
as bettor than hearing our own timbers crashing to 
pieces in the same manner, and we all experienced a 
itrong feeling of relief when the danger was past. 

Little rest was enjoyed by any on these days uuring 
which we were subjected to the jvayward will of the 
pack. Unsjiipping and replacing the rudder, and 
lifting and lowering the screw, were duties tliat had 


to bo carried out several times during each day, and, 
although this sort of work is rather depressing and 
irksome, the spirits of the crew never flagged. They 
wpre always ready, clfeerful, and willing. No matter 
what duty they were called upon to perform, it was 
invariably carried out in the same zealous, hearty 
manner that was so conspicuously manifested during 
the whole period o:^ the absence of the expedition as 
to elicit the unbounded praise and confidence of their 
leader. 
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On the 19th of August the ice slackened sufficiently . 
to enable us to proceed, and on that evening, to the 
intense delight of every one, we succeeded in rounding 
Cape Fraser. 

During the last three weeks we had ’ advanced 
exactly ninety miles, or' at the rate of about four 
and a quarter miles a day. This cannot be con¬ 
sidered a rapid rate of travelling, yet to accomplish 
even this necessitated a constant and vigilant look-out. 

Cape Fraser is a bold promontory some thousand 
feet ill height, terminating in a short projecting point 
of land about two hundred feet above the level of the 
sea. Above the talus appeared numerous caves in 
the cliffs, a peculiarity noticed for the first time, and 
tlio summit was studded with irregularities that, to 
an imaginative mind, might be perverted into gigantic 
beings, animals, or castellated towers. On one of 
these ridges was a heap of stones supposed to represent 
the “ Twelve Apostles,” and was so marked on the 
cliaj-^ ,but as we could never distinguisli more than 
half the number at one time from any point of bearing, 
it was generally supposed on board that they adhered 
to true man-of-war regulations, and only appeared in 
their'“c watch on deck,” half the number belonging of 
course to the watch below! 

At 10 P.M., being again temporarily stopped, the 
ships were secured in a little harbour called Maury, 
Bay. During our detention in the vicinity of Cape 
Fraser, we were able to confirm the observations 
made by Dr. Bessels of the “ Polaris,” relative to the 
meeting of two tides at or about this point. This 
fact materially strengthens the argument in favour 
of the insularity of Greenland, for it has been deduced 
from a series of tidal observations obtained by us 
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[that the tide to the northward of Cape Fraser—that 
'is, the tide in Kennedy and Robeson Channels—is 
nindoubtedly the same as the North Atlantic one, and 
therefore flows along the northern coast of Greenland. 

Contrary to what might generally be expected, wo 
did not encounter any very great accumulation of 
broken up ice in consequence of the meeting oi these 
two tides : not more than would bo caused by the fact 
of the channel decreasing in size to the northward at 
this point, and therefore offering greater obstruction 
to the ice whilst drifting northward, but facilitating 
‘its general drift, which is to the southward. 

From the summit of Cape John Barrow, whi(!h 
forms one extreme of the little bay in which we 
were secured, we obtained a good view, and one 
which delighted and gladdened our hearts. 

Northwards w'e could see as far as Caiie L. von 
Buch; between us leads of water, although covered 
with much loose ice. To the eastward wo could 
plainly distinguish Capo Constitution, with a large 
' sheet of water along its base; but to got to ^‘we. 
should have had to penetrate a larije cxjianse of pqck. 
This pool of water was in all probability similar to 
ope seen by Morton in the same place in 185^,. and 
reported by him as an “ open Polar sea,” on which 
many«jinaiginative theories have been based ! 

Our return to the ship was not accomplished without 
Vnuch difiieulty, in consequence of our little harbour 
of "refuge having filled with drifting ice, during the 
time we were on shore, which beset our boat. We 
were therefore compelled to haul and drag it over and 
through innumerable fragments of ice, reaching the 
ship wet and fatigued, but delighted with the intel¬ 
ligence we possessed and the prospect of pushing on. 
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Friday, August 20th .—At one o’clock this morn¬ 
ing, being the top of *high water, we made another 
start. 

Taking advantage of the different broad lanes of 
water, we steamed rapidly past Cape Norton Shaw, 
and opened out Scoresby Kay—a grand harbour that 
would suit admirably for a ship’s winter quarters, 
provided animal life existed. From the appearance 
of the land ^ye imagined that game would bo found in 
largo quantities. A perfect cone-shapdd hill on the 
north-west side is a very prominent feature of this 
bay. Indeed, the entire coast alodg which we are 
passing is composed of long ranges of hills more or 
less coniform, varing from one to two thousand feet 
in height. The coast line is very imperfectly de¬ 
lineated on our charts, the distance between the various 
bays and headlands are erroneous, and the positions 
are wrong; the error filways being that they are 
placed too much to the northward. 

Off Cape McClintock w'c had another narrow escape 
froni'ueing severely nipped, in consequence of attempt¬ 
ing to pass through a channel between two closing 
floes. Although jammed for a short time, the pressure 
Avas noj very great, and, the nip easing, the ship was 
released. Passing Capo Collinson wo were again 
obliged to make fast to a large floe, as all i,he feads 
to the northward had closed uj), thereby preventing 
farther progress. 

The ice Avas moAung rapidly to the soutlnvard—the 
whole pack drifting bodily—at the rate of from one 
and a half to tAvo knots ^n hour. The floe to which 
we were secured Avas kept stationary by a couple of 
grounded icebergs that effectually resisted all its 
efforts to extricate itself. This ra 2 )id drift seemed to 
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indicate the presence of a “ North Water,” or at any 
rate a very loose pack. 

Advantage was taken of our temporary delay to 
establish a small depot of provisions, consisting of 
two hundred and forty rations, near Cape Colliuson, 
for the use of a travelling party which, acc<»rdiug to 
existing arrangements, would be dispatched to the 
southw.ard by the “ Discovery ” during the following 
year, for the purpose of visiting Cape Isabella, and 
bringing up any letters that might have been deposited 
there for us. 

Saturday, August 21.?7.—Lanes' of water appearing 
continuous to the northward, wo got under woigli .at 
half-past two this morning; but after two or tliree 
hours’ boring and working under stc.am and sail wo 
\yere forced to relinquish the attempt, being unaljle to 
penetrate the pack in the direction we wisliod to proceed. 
We therefore returned to our former anchorage, under 
the lea of a friendly berg, the ice continuing to drift 
south with tnarvellous rapidity. 

Whilst detained here we were assailed bf*^bme 
furious squalls from the S.L., accomp.anied by a 
heavy fall of snow. During one of these the “ Dis¬ 
covery ” was blown away from her anchors, ^.ojid it 
was with no little difficulty that she was again secured 
to tlfe^db in safety. Thinking we should be able to 
reach some open water to the northward by the 
removal of the large floe to which we were fast, both 
ships’ companies were employed in sawing off a large 
piece of it, which, impinging on one of the stranded 
icebergs, would, it was thoijght, release the floe if 
detached. The distance to cut through was one 
thousand feet. Notwithstanding the magnitude of 
the undertaking, every one set to work with a will 
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and resolution that betokened confidence in being able 
to succeed in anything that was required of them. 

Before the work was fairly commenced the ice 
appeared to slack to the eastward, and the captain, 
abandoning his former intention, determined to seek 
a passage through the pack instead of hugging the 
coast. 

Getting under weigh at 9.30 p.m., we bored through 
a large extent of slack ice. into a fine piece of open 
water, which, when reached, we found possessed no 
outlet. ‘It was a perfect salt-water lake surrounded 
by ice. In this we were obliged to dodge about under 
sail, waiting patiently for the ice to open and thus, 
allow us a free passage. 

As we proceed northwards the ice appears to be 
lieavier and more formidable, and animal life seems 
to be getting more scarce. Few birds are seen. 
Occasionally the head of an inquisitive seal is pro¬ 
truded out of the water, but immediately withdrawn 
(if not^]jjlled) on being saluted by half a dozen bullets 
from the rifles of our keen and enthusiastic sportsmen, 
who are for ever on the watch to display their prowess 
in their endeavours to procure food for our dogs, by 
shooting these animals, who-thus pay for their curiosity' 
with their lives. 

We appeared to be leaving the region of icebergs, tor, 
although those met with lately were of great size, 
they were few in number. The one affording us 
protection this forenoon was no less than six hundred 
feet in length. 
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KENNEDY CHANNEL. 

2nd Keeper.—" I’ll Aay above the hill so both may shoot.” 

1st Keeper.—" That cannot be; the noise of thy cross-bow will scare 
the herd, and so iriy shoot is lost. Here stand wo both, and aim we 
at the best.’’—Henry VI. 

“ Within a long recess there lies a bay, 

4n island shades it from tlie rolling sea, 

And forms a port seeure for ships to ride. 

Broke by the jutting land on either side.” 

, VllKilL. 

Sunday, Aiifimt 22jw/.— The rapidity of the changes' 
that take place in these icy seas is almost incon¬ 
ceivable. In a few hours from being helplessly im¬ 
prisoned by a dense pack of ice, we were actually 
plying, under steam and sail, in a vast expanse of 
water containing only a few loose streams of ice, 
throfigii«,vhich we had no difficulty in penetrating. 
Our predictions wore indeed realized, and to a greater 
‘extent than we had evmi anticipated. We had reached 
a"'* North Water,” in which we were sensible of a very 
perceptible motion on board the ship. It is true that 
the pack, apparently as solid^and as impenetrable- as 
ever, extended alon^the west side of Kennedy Channel ; 
but to the northward and along the east side was a 
clear and open sea, free of ice, with its surface agitated 

H 
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by the fresh northerly wind that was blowing, and 
rising and falling with'true oceanic undulations. 

Unfortunately foj* us, at least so far as making 
headway was concerned, the wind was not only very 
strong but directly ahead, compelling us to beat to 
windward under steam lyid fore and aft sails. We 
consoled ourselves, however, with the hope that the 
same wind would blow all the ice to the southward, 
and thus enable us to make good progress. The 
temperature being some *six or seven slegrees below 
freezing point caused us to feel the sharp wind in a 
very unpleasant manner, and mad^ both the crow’s- 
nest <and bridge very disagreeable places of resort. 
The pleasure of feeling that we were really doing good 
work was, however, suf&cient compensation for the 
discomfort that was felt. 

Stretching over to the eastern side of the channel 
we passed close to Crozier Island, having Capo Con¬ 
stitution full in view. Its appearance coincides 
exactly with the description given by Morton. 

TTlWeape is the northern extreme of a bay called, 
by Kano, Lafayette Bay. It is steep and precipitous, 
and has no ice-foot adhering. Indeed, the base of 
the Jieadlaiid, as well as the adjacent one, Cap§ 
Independence, has the aiipearance of having been 
partially undermined by the action of the .,jeB!M;hus 
forming an overhanging terrace, uj) which it would bo 
impossible to ascend. Morton found its ascent totally 
impracticable, on account of the steep and ruggfed 
nature of the cliff. We were unable to detect any 
signs of a mcr de glac^ over this land, although a 
light tinge along the summit to the southward of 
Lafayette Bay Avould lead one *to suppose that it 
existed. This, however, was the only indication of 
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an ice-cap that was perceived, and it was one on 
which little or no reliance was* placed. 

The positions of the various pdlnts along this coast 
are very fairly correct, being as nearly as possible in 
the latitudes ascribed to them by Dr. Bessels of the 
“ Polaris,” affording a striking contrast to the places 
on the opposite side of the channel, whore the jiositions 
are so egregiously inaccurate. The deep inlet on the 
American chart called Carl .Bitter Bay was not to be 
seen. The only indentation in the land in its assigned 
position was Eiehardson Bay, which we must naturally 
conclude was the one seen and named Carl Bitter by 
Dr. Hayes. 

It was a curious fact that, whereas the land on the 
west side of the channel was completely covered with 
snow, the land on the bast side was entirely free. 
This was not the only peculiar feature in which th(! 
two sides of the channel differcid. Altiiougli iip- 
parently of the same geological formation, there was 
a great dissimilarity between the physical appj^ance 
of the land on either side. That on the east was Hat 
and table-topped, rising to the l|,eight of about om; 
thousand feet, separated into hills by broad valleys, 
whilst the stratification of the cliffs was regulaf and 
horizontal. That on the west side w'as, on the con¬ 
trary, ^TTinposed of conical-shaped hills, rising to an 
altitude of from two to four thousand feet, and inter¬ 
sected by deep ravineS, whilst the stratifications werct 
so distorted that the dip varied as much as from 10 
to 45’. 

Whilst the land on the ca|t side appeared to have 
undergone a regular and steady upheaval, that on the 
west seemed to have been raised suddenly, the dee]) 
ravines between the numerous hills resembling the 
beds of ancient and extinct glaciers. 
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Monday, Aiiyast 2iird .—A glorious run has been 
made during the last twenty-four hours, assisted, for 
a short time, as we 'have been, by a strong southerly 
wind; but alas ! by 10 a.m. we arrived at the end of 
our tether! 

Passing the entrance to Bessels Bay, we reached 
Ca 2 )e Morton, from whence extended right across Hall 
Basin our imiilacable enemy, the ice—solid floes of 
immense area stretching,to the northward as far as 
the eye could reach, with no opening, no outlet of any 
description, and no indications of water. 

Polaris Bay was ahead of us, and we could plainly 
discern the position of the Americans’ winter quarters; 
but with no hojies, for the present, of our reaching so 
far. We must again, as we have so often had to do 
before, exercise our patience, and wait for a more 
favourable opportunity for pushing on. The strong 
southerly wind now blowing will, in all probability, 
be succeeded by a calm or a breeze from the north- 
warc^ither of which will have the effect of opening 
the ice. The “ Discovery ” having landed a small 
depot of two huijdred and forty rations at Capo 
Morton, for the use of travelling jiarties that will 
hereafter be dispatched for the purpose of exploring 
Petermann Fiord, both ships made sail and beat 
back to Bessels Bay, where we dropped ffoWlibr in 
seven fathoms, just inside, and under the protection 
of Hannah Island. 

Bessels Bay is a long and narrow indentation in 
the laud, extending in a N.W. and S.E. direction, 
having numerous smaH glaciers on either side, the 
majority of them discharging ones. The bay is in 
consequence nearly choked W'ith small bergs. 

This bay or fiord gives one the idea of having been 
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originally the bed of some largo glacier, now extinct, 
whilst Hannah Island, which* lies directly across its 
mouth, has every appearance having hi^en its 
terminal moraine, not only from its position, but also 
from its composition, for it consists of an ijuinense 
heap of pebbles and drift,* possessing apparently no 
determined basis, no underlying rock. 

Wo were also able to observi' here the undoubted 
mer ile yhicc und(3r which Qreeidand is supposed to 1x3 
buried, and whoso outpourings in this locality lind 
their escape in Petermaiin Fiord and Ih^ssols Bay. 

A few eider-ducks, a seal, and some dovekies, witli 
an ivory gull, were; seen to-day. 

Captain Feilden and Mr. Farr landed on the 
northern side of the bay, and, ascending a liigh hill, 
obtained a good and unobstructed view to the north¬ 
ward. Their report was very desponding—ice, nothing 
but ice, as far as they could see. 

From what we can now observe, the land on the 
western sidt; of Hall Basin appears to end ^riiptly 
somewhere about Cape Union, and does not continue 
to the northward, as represented jn the last American 
Chart. I put no belief in the land reported to have 
been seen by some of the men of the “ Folarii?,” and 
named President Land. Should the land terminate, 
as *[ anticipate, in about hit. 83” N. our chance of 
reaching a high latitude will of course be much 
^educed, although w^ shall have a grand field of ex¬ 
ploration to the eastward and westward. 

In the evening the captain and myself visited 
Hannah Island, and erected a cairn, in which a 
record 'detailing our movements was deiiosited, on its 
summit, in the most conspicuous place about tlu; 
centre of the island. Here we had an uninterrupted 
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view to the northward; hut what we saw only con¬ 
firmed the report brought on board in the earlier part 
of the day. The we.si:crn side of the channel appeared 
free of ice as far as Cape Lieber, and a lane of water 
was visible extending from us as far as this cape. By 
this stream of water appears om: only chance of 
getting on. 

Timdny, Au{)iist 2-ith .—The captain left the ship 
early this morning to aacend the hill immediately 
above Cape Morton (two thousand feet in height), in 
order to ascertain from the nature of the ice what our 
prospects of pushing on were likely to be. During 
his absence a haul with the dredge was obtained, but 
with unimportant results: the continual movement of 
icelx'rgs in the bay, all more or less aground, would 
hardly admit of much organic life at the bottom. 
Fossils abounded in the limestone on shore, ahd a 
largo collection of specimens was made. 

At noon the captain was observed, in his boat, off 
Cape Morton, with the signal flying for the ships “ to 
weigh 

Ills orders were _specdily executed; and, having 
picked him up, we were soon running cpiickly across 
to the* western side. He gave us the very pleasing 
information that from the summit of Cai)e Morton he 
had observed a magnificent lead of water along the 
west coast, and extending in all probability as far as 
Cape Beechey. This was indeed delightful intelli¬ 
gence, and served to raise the social barometer many 
degrees. 

Our coal was rapidly, diminishing, and Ave knew 
that many more days of steaming such as those we 
had lately had would reduce our fuel to such an 
extent that we could hope to do little more; for with- 
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’ out steam a vessel in these latitudes would indeed be 
helpless. ^ 

11 p.M.—Oh, the hopes and disappointments that 
we poor Arctic explorers have to endure! First of 
all a confiding anticipation in the future makes us 
joyous and expectant, and flien we are plunged into 
the lowest depths of despondency. 

Two hours ago we were steaming through a grand 
expanse of water, looking forward with conlhhmce to 
reaching, in a few hours. Cape Beechey, or perhaps 
even Capo Union> both being distinctly visible ahead, 
whilst Ca 2 ie 8 Brevoort, Sumner, and Stanton were in 
sight on our starboard bow. 

Passing Cape Baird, however, we were again met 
by our insatiable enemy, the ice, which defied all our 
efforts to penetrate it. 

We are now slowly ineking our way across Lady 
Franklin Strait towards Ca 2 )c Bellot, in the hope of 
being able to reach some place of security where we 
can remain patiently until a northerly wind shijy>liav(( 
cleared a passage for us. Whilst crossing Kennedy 
Channel we obtained a magnifi«‘nt view up Petca-- 
mann Fiord. It is an extensive opening, with no 
land visible at its head. This is a geograjibical 
proli’^ST; which we hope we shall soon be able to 
solve. It is difficult to determine at present whether 
Lady Franklin Strait,is really a strait or a deep inlet. 
We are inclined to the latter belief. This is another 
(lucstion we hope will soon be satisfactorily settled. 

Wednesday, Avyust 25fk.—At one o’clock this morn¬ 
ing, whilst threading our way amongst the ice-floes 
that bordered the *coa8t, a herd of musk oxen was 
observed browsing quietly on an adjacent hill. Such 
an opjiortunity for obtaining fresh meat was not to be 
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disregarded. A shooting party was quickly organized, 
and, whilst the boats‘were being i)repared and the 
hunters getting ready their rilles, the ships were taken 
into a beautifully snug and land-locked harbour, 
protected at its mouth by a large island, situated on 
the northern coast of Ladjr Franklin Bay. 

Here the anchors wore let go, and the sportsmen 
despatched in quest of the game. 

Separating into three distinct parties on landing, 
we advanced cautiously towards the spot whore they 
were last seen grazing, hoping to be able to smTound 
and capture the entire herd. Not only did wo all 
enter keenly into the sport, but our mouths watered 
at the prospect of again indulging in fresh meat. We 
pictm'cd to ourselves smoking-hot beef-steaks and 
savoury calf’s liver, dainties that we had for some 
time been strangers to, being prepared for us after 
our return to the ship, never oven dreaming of a 
chance of returning empty-handed. 

Tl\f disposition of our force was well calculated, for 
the musk oxen being alarmed, in all probability by 
the blowipg-off of steam from one of the ships, started 
in full fii^t in the direction of a deep ravine. Here' 
they ‘were met by a couple of the hunters, who dis¬ 
charging their rifles dropped two of the herd,_ The 
remainder turned and dashed up the side of a steep 
hill, but only to be met by two more sportsmen, who 
made such good use of their- time and weapons, that 
they succeeded in shooting the remainder, seven in 
number. 

One of the first brought down was the bull of the 
herd, a noble fellow; but so tenacious of life that 
several shots had to be expended, at a very shoi-t 
range, before he bit the dust. 
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Elated -with our success, ai^d having sent back to 
the ship for assistance in conveyiu" the meat on hoard, 
we commenced skinning, cleaning, and cutting up the 
animals, so as to guard against the possibility of any 
delay in doing so being the means of tainting the flesh 



with the disagreeable musky odour. This, in conse¬ 
quence of the scarcity of knives amongst the party, 
was a long and tedious process; however, by nine 
o’clock we had the satisfaction of seeing our morn¬ 
ing’s bag” safely ton board, amounting altogether to 
2,124 lbs. of good fresh meat. Not a bad morning s 
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These animals, from, peculiarities they possess, are 
placed in a genus between the sheep and the ox, and 
are called ovihos moschatua. They are only met with 
in high latitudes, although traces of them, it is 
reported, have been seen as far south as 59° N. lat., 
but they are rarely seen m any numbers lower than 
67° N. lat. 

They have been seen, and shot, in large numbers, 
by the various search expeditions wintering at and 
about Melville Island, and they were also obtained 
on the opposite side of Kennedy Xlhannel by the 
“Polaris” in 1872. The crew of this latter vessel 
succeeded in shooting twenty-six during the twelve 
months they passed in this latitude. They are 
gregarious, usually wandering in small herds, although 
occasionally single specimens are found. The herd 
just obtained by us consisted of one old bull and four 
old cows, and two young bulls and two young cows. 
They subsist on the scant vegetation of these regions 
—^priuf’pally grasses and lichens—which* they scrape 
up from under the snow, when the ground is covered. 
T’hcy hardly give one the impression of being very 
<pxioli -and agile, yet they ascend hills and climb over 
rocks “and rough surfaces with great ease. They are 
reputed to be very irascible, and have frfjsuiently 
bedi known, when wounded, to attack a hunter and 
seriously endanger his life. The horns are very 
broad, covering the brow and crown of the head, and 
meeting at their base. Our bullets appeared to have 
no effect when fired at the head. From the bull we 
obtained no less than SBS lbs. of meat! 

Finding that the harbour in which the ships were 
anchored possessed all the necessary qualifications 
for rendering the winter quarters of a vessel in the 
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.Arctic Eegions comfortable and secure, Cajitain Nares 
selected this spot as the pla(?e in which he would 
leave the “Discovery.” It appeared in every way 
adapted for this purpose. A secure harbour, posses¬ 
sing two narrow entrances, with the w.ater so shallow 
as to effectually prevent the larger and lieavier pieces 
of ice from drifting into it, with a neighbourhood 
covered with a more luxuriant and richer vegetation 
than had hitherto been seen, and giving evidences 
of being well stocked with game—for, in addition to 
tlie musk oxen, nijmerous and recent traces of wolves, 
foxes, hares, and lemmings had been observed—the 
place seemed especially suited for passing the winter 
in; and its selection as the winter quarters of our 
consort was never regretted. 

We all feel that the navigable season is rapidly 
drawing to a close, and that very few more days are 
left us. During the last week the temperature has 
never been above the freezing point; and the young 
ice has been.forming to an alarming extent, at 
midday. An advance, if farther advance is'to bo 
made, will be better and more speedily accomplished 
with one ship only, than by having two to look-after, 
'fhe responsibility is lessened, whilst the knowiedge 
that there is another ship to fall back upon, in esisc 
of accictmits, removes all anxiety. 

. When the decision that the two ships were to pai-t 
company was promulgated, it was received with satis¬ 
faction, although we were all sorry to lose the com¬ 
panionship of our numerous friends. The evening 
was spent in an interchangej of visits, and many a 
sincere and fervent. “ God speed,” with a silent but 
expressive squeeze of the hand, was exchanged between 
the officers and the men of the two Arctic ships. 
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In order to strengthen our force on boai’d the 
“Alert,” and to have‘an extra sledge party for the 
purpose, if required, of communicating with our 
consort, an officer. Lieutenant Eawson, and seven 
men were received from the “Discovery;” the only 
thing that we were able* to give in exchange being 
900 lbs. of the musk oxen just procured—a by no 
means desihcahle offering! 

Everything having been satisfactorily arranged, the 
“Alert” steamed away from Discovery Harbour on 
the morning of the 2Gth, exchanging hearty cheers 
with her consort as she passed; she hoisting the 
signal “ May Providence prosper j'our efforts,” to 
which we replied “ Happy Winter; ” and thus' wo 
separated, happy in the knowledge that a safe refuge 
was established in our rear, with the unknown before 
us, fervently praying for a successful issue to our 
undertaking. 



CHAPTER X. 


THE CROSSING OF THE THRESHOLD. 

“ And now there came both mist and snow, 

And it grew wondrous cold. 

And ice, mast high, came floating by, 

As green as emerald. 

And through the drifts, the snowy clilfs 
Did send a dismal sheen; 

Nor shapes of men, nor beasts we ken. 

The ico was all between. 

* « * % 

With sloping masts and dripping prow. 

As who pursued with yell and blow, 

Still treads the shadow of his foe. 

And forwards bends his head, 

The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast. 

And Northwards ayo wo fled.” 

CoLKlIIIKiK. 

I* , 

Now that we arc pursuing our solitary journey north- 
warfls,‘'tve can the more fully realize that our real 
work has commenced—the real work towards the 
achievement of that success which we all so ardently 
hope will crown our efforts. 

Now that wc are alone we shall be the more ready 
to avail ourselves of every opening in the ice that 
may present itself, every little chance that may occur, 
which we should he unable to do, if hampered with a 
second ship. 
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We had hardly advanced three miles, in fact were 
still just inside the entrance to the harbour, when the 
ice, closing in rohnd the point, barred all egress. 
In endeavouring to steer clear of these fragments, 
the ship grounded on a projecting spit off a small 
island, but sustained no injury, floating again imme¬ 
diately she was lightened. As farther advance was 
out of the question, for the present, in consequence 
of the pack having drifted in, the vessel was secured 
under the lee of a natural breakwater at the entrance 
to Discovery Harbour, ready to talie advantage of the 
first opportunity of making a start that should offer. 

Accompanied by Fcilden and Rawson, I made an 
expedition to Distant Capo, wlumee we obtained a 
good view of Robeson Channel; but it was anything 
but an inspiriting one. There ^appeared to be a 
perfect block of heavy ice right across to the Green¬ 
land coast, although a few thin blue lines, denoting 
streams of water, could be discerned radiating in 
the pack to the eastward, but apparently leading to 
nothing. 

Some terns, Sterna Arctica, wore obtained on a 
small island, as also their young and eggs. The 
nests, wre simply little round holes, some in the 
snow, having a few small pebbles as a bed. Some 
knots, Triiiiia Caiiiithis, were also obtained Inu no 
amount of search was successful in discovering cither 
the egg or the nest of this bird. 

A fine sheet of water, situated on the breakwater, 
being frozen over, afforded our skaters an opportunity 
of indulging in their favourite pastime, and of prac¬ 
tising both tlic inside and outside edges to their 
hearts’ content. 

The following day was also one of enforced idle- 
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ness, and no movement could be made with tlio 

ship. I 

Snow fell heavily, much to oior annoyance, as it 
prevented us from keeping a perfect watch on tlni 
ice in the channel, in consequence of its density. 
The ice was being set up,Lady Franklin Lay at a 
great pace. Once during the day it appeared inclini’d 
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to »pos- and give us a chance of proceeding. The 
skaters and sportsmen were liurriedly called on 
board; but before st'#am could bo raised the opiwr- 
thnity was lost. In navigating these waters it is 
necessary to be constantly on the alert, and 2 ire]>are(l, 
at any moment, to take advantage of any chance that 
may occur; but with the sifcall quantity of fuel wo 
have remaining, it Is also necessary to economize and 
husband that essential aid to advance as much as 
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possible; ouv fires were therefore always kept low, 
except when the engines were actually working. 

A small fragment of drift-wood was picked up on 
the island. It resembled some hard wood, but was 
so wasted and worn by attrition that it was impos¬ 
sible, without subjecting it to microscopic examina¬ 
tion, to determine to what species it belonged. 

Tho largo island off which we were secured, and 
which forms the main protection to Discovery Har¬ 
bour, was named Bcllot Island, after the distinguished 
young French naval officer who lost his life whilst 
zealously prosecuting tho search for oir John Franklin 
and liis ill-fated companions. 

Sutiinlaii, Ainjust 28lh .—A thick fog in the morning 
effectually frustrated all our hopes of advancing ; but 
clearing up towards midday, wo were rejoiced at seeing 
several leads through the ice in tho direction of Cape 
Beechey. 

Steam was quickly raised; but, in attempting to 
cant, the ship took tho ground, and much to our 
cliagrlh and disappointment remained immovable. 
This was indeed tantalizing, as we knew by sad ex¬ 
perience how capriffious were the motions of the ice, 
and that every moment was of the utmost value to us. 

Lightening tho ship as much as possible, tln^ rising 
tide floated her in about a couple of hours,--and at 

iMi., having hoisted up all our boats, wo were again 
able to proceed. 

As we rounded tho point we hoisted tho colours and 
dipped them three times as a parting farewell to our 
consort, who had just time to whip up tlio signal 
‘•Good luck” before wi were finally shut out from 
each other’s view. 

Bounding Distant Cape, wo found the channel full 
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of ico, some of tlio floc^ beiiif; very massive and of 
f'reat extent; but between tla/in existed narrow lanes 
of water, in some places choked*by loose slack ice, 
tlirongli which wc had little dilticnlty in penetrating, 
although at the cxiiense of our rudder, whicli was so 
severely injured by tin; hciwy nature of tlic ice as to 
be rendered almost useless. 

At midnight, when within about a mibi of (^ajx' 
]J(‘echey, ice was encount(‘red stretching right aci-oss 
the channel a,lid pressing so tightly in to the buid as 
to form a dead block to our farther advance. We 
had then by ('stnnation reached the H‘2' parallel of 
latitude. This check was a great dam])er to our 
hopes, especially as no bays, or protection of any 
description for the ship from tlu^ ])ack, could be found 
in our immediate vicinity. 

Our only resource was to return a b'W miles to the 
southwa,rd and there, in a slight indentation of the 
laud, affording little or no proteedion, secure the ship 
to an ice Hoc, and emjdoj’ ourselves at once with the 
rather heavy operations connected with sbil'fnio the 
rudd(;r. This work was performed in about ihre<' 
hours. In the mean time, a small herd of musk oxen 
.having been observed on shore, our s[)or(sin(;i> were 
despatched in pursuit, and xve soon had the satis¬ 
faction of hearing that they had succeeded in shooting 
three, the remainder of the herd having escaped over 
the hills. This xvas»ii very welcome addition to our 
s*tock of fresh meat. Our mi/zen-rigging was now 
literally groaning xvith the amount of meat suspended 
there; for, in addition to the recent accumulation of 
musk-ox flesh, the remainder of our sheep, some 
seven or eight in number, had been slaughtered and 
added to the general stock. So hard were the portions 
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frozen, that they wcu'o very trntlifiilly compared to 
the legs of mutton amV sides of sheep made of wood 
usually seen hanging in the front of a butcher’s shop 
in a pantomime ! 

'I’lic! hay in which we had taken refuge was, in con- 
seqiuiueo of the work there performed, named “ Shift- 
J bidder Ihiy.” 

Sinid/iti, yiiHinst ‘■29lli. —At noon we were again under 
weigh. Captain Nares having ascended a high hill 
during the forenoon, from which he hau observed an 
opiniing in the pack by which we might proceed. 
Cape llecchoy was easily ronndect; but, in con- 
seipicnce of the floes closing into the land, we had 
a v('ry narrow escape of being caught whilst going 
round Cape Frederick Yll., and it was only by 
pressing the ship at lier utmost speed that wo suc¬ 
ceeded in rounding it in safi'ty. Two minutes after 
wo wore round, the floe came into contact with the 
high steep side of the capo, crumbling against it and 
piling up hummock on hummock from the irresistible 
force of the outside pressure. What would have been 
the fate of our poor little frail sliip had she been 
cauglit between these tw'o stupendous works of 
natur# ? 

Th(' ice had now assumed a totally different cha¬ 
racter from any that wo liad hitherto seen',’'being 
infinitely more massive and heavy. The thickness 
was estimated at from eighty to one hundred feet, 
whilst the hummocks formed along the shore anil 
round the edges of the floes were fully twenty-five and 
thirty feet in height. 

Tbese large hummocks received from us the name 
of “ floc-hergs,” the term being intended to convoy 
the idea of masses of ice more bulky than ordinary 
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liuuimocks. and formed in a different way. Romo of 
these hn"e fragments tliat friijged tlic coast lino M('ro 
fully sixty foot in hoij'lit, yet thfy w(to (ujrouud in 
some ten and twelve fathoms of water! 'I’liis ivill 
f^fivc some idea of the massive nature of tlie ice with 
wliieh we were contending, il'he region of icehergs, tlie 
creation of land glach'rs, had heen passed, and in 
their place were substituted these lloe-horgs, the ])r()- 
duction of a lloatiug glacier^ 

To contend* with tliis massive ice rcipiired the 
greatest care and judgment, for little respect is shown 
to the unfortunate vessel that is exposed to tlu' fata.l 
embrace of what has been ajitly termed by our old 
Arctic navigators “y(' unmercifull yee.” llefore mid¬ 
night the ship was secured 1o a hirge Iloe in liincohi 
Bay, the pack having aguiiii closed in to tla; land, 
thereby ohstrueting our advance. 

The positions of the dillerei.t hays and headlands 
on the western side of Itohcson Channel we found 
strangely at variance with the positions assigned to 
them on the latest American chart ; iiidei^, the 
shore, as delineated, was (piitc unrecognizable. The 
land on the opposite side of the cTiannel seemed, on 
the contrary,*to he very accuratidy laid down. . • 
With the exception of a little lemming (il/yode.s 
torqfidtiin), captured by Captain Nares when he landed 
in the morning, a solitary dovekie (I'rin nn/llr), 
fluttering about in tlte ice-encumbered waters, was 
tlie only living thing seen during the day. The first- 
-namod little animal was the first of its species caiigbl 
alive, and excited considerable interest, every one 
being desirous of obtaining a^lec]) at the diminutive 
little quadruped. One man, more fortunate than bis 
messmates, was literally besieged, by those less lucliy 
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tlian himself in seeing the animal, with numerous 
questions regarding its, appearance. When asked its 
colour the man hesitated, finding it difficult to 
describe; but suddenly brightening up he said, 
“Why, lemon colour, of course!” an answer that 
a))pearcd quite satisfactory, agreeing, as it did, so 
well with its name! 

These little mouse-like creatures are the smallest, 
yet the most munerous and eommon, of all quadru¬ 
peds in the Arctic regions. They are extremely 
pugnacious and fearless, and often attract attention, 
when they would otherwise be unobserved, by their 
shrill cries of rage at an approaching step. They 
hibernate in burrows under the snow, and live during 
the summer on the scant vegetation of these regions. 
When roasted and served up on toast, like sparrows, 
they were found to be excellent eating, although 
prov(ddngly small. 

On the same hill where the capture of this little 
animal was effected, our naturalist picked up a 
marin'O shell {Astfirte horeitUn), about a mile from the 
beach, and at least a hundred and fifty feet above the 
level of the S(?a. This shell was in excellent preserva¬ 
tion,the epidermis still adhering, and in a perfect state. 

The apparent freshness of this specimen gave rise 
to many conjectures regarding the theory- of- the 
upheaval of the land, the evidence pointing conclu¬ 
sively to its being both recent and rapid. These 
regions offer a wide field for the geologist and student 
of natural history. 

Monday, Awjust dOlh .—During the forenoon, there 
being no prospect of pushing forward, a large depot 
of provisions, consisting of one thousand rations, was 
landed. This depot was established for the use of 
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travelling parties fi-om the “Discovery,” or from our 
own ship should it be deternfinetl to despatch any to 
the southward. It was not without some dilliculty 
that the heavy casks were transported from the boats 
to a suitable position suiliciently removed from tlie 
encroachments of the pad!. Their transit was only 
effected by a nautical process known as “parbuck¬ 
ling,” by which casks and barrels are either liauled 
up or lowered down steep iBclin(!s. 

On the brow of the hill immediately aliove the 
depot a largo cj^irn was ercjctcd, in whicli the usual 
records were deposited; the ju’ovisions themselves 
being so placed as to form a very conspicuous land¬ 
mark to any ship passing to tin; northward, or to any 
sledge party travelling along the coast line. Whilst 
engaged in these operations, the pack was observed 
to slacken considerably, several leads of water oixming 
to the nortlnvard, which we fondly hoped would alford 
us an easy passage towards the attainment of that 
object which was over uppermost in our thoughts, 
and for which wo wore ready and willing to mak(! any 
sacrifice—the object of exploring the unknown region, 
and of reaching a high northern latitude. 

* Steam was accordingly (quickly raised, and *ah{)thcr 
attempt made to proceed; but alas! having incau¬ 
tiously been tempted by promising lanes of water 
to stray farther from the land than had hitherto been 
our custom, we were soon hopelessly beset by very 
heavy ice, of at least eighty or one hundred feet in 
thickness, and fully ten feet above the surface of the 
water. So high was it that our boats, suspended at 
the davits, were •seriously endangered, and had in 
consequence to be “ turned in ” to avoid being 
crushed altogether. We were, fortunately, sur- 
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rounded by loose pieces of broken-ofif ice, which 
acting as cushions ,betifreen the ship and the more 
massive floes, thereby saved the “ Alert ” from an 
unpleasant nip. As there was no saying when we 
might be deprived of the friendly aid of these 
“buffers,” by any sudden movement of the pack, 
steam was kept ready in both boilers in order that we 
might take immediate advantage of any such motion 
for the purpose of extricating our vessel from her very 
unpleasant and perilous position. 

An anxious night was spent by a’l on board, and 
many ineffectual attempts were made to push our 
way through cracks in the pack that appeared to be 
inclined to open. Sleep was out of the question— 
indeed, was hardly thought of—every one being pre¬ 
pared, with his little bag of necessaries, to abandon 
the ship when such an order, which seemed inevitable, 
should be given. 

On the following day, by dint of much labour, a 
space was cleared round the stern of the vessel, which 
enabled us to ship our rudder, and, the ice having 
slackened a little, by constantly steaming ahead and 
astern^ we succeeded in clearing a larger space in 
which the ship could be worked, when, boldly attack¬ 
ing the pack, we forced our way through, and with 
relieved minds and thankful hearts extricated our¬ 
selves from our dangerous position, and once more 
secured the ship in Lincoln Bay. The time occupied 
in steaming through the pack, a distance of about 
a mile, was exactly five hours! 

The ice was observed to be still tightly packed 
against Cape Union, and consequently hindered us 
from pushing on. 

We had much reason to be grateful for our safe 
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. deliverance from the pack, for, shortly after our 
extrication, a heavy gale sprang up from the S.W., 
the effect of which on the ship, beset in such iion- 
derous ice, must have been disastrous in the extreme, 
and would in all probability have been fatal. Ice 
navigators, however, are ftot, as a rule, prone to 
indulge in ideas as to “ what might have occurred had 
this or that happened: ” their thoughts and minds 
must be directed entirely .to the present and the 
future, only too happy and thankful, as the days go 
by, to find they ^till have their own good vessel to 
sustain them, and carry them through another day. 
To our engines we owed a deep debt of gratitude, for 
without the powerful aid of steam we should have 
been unable, before the gale bm’st upon us, to have 
effected our deliverance. 

Towards midnight the gale freshened considerably, 
snow fell, and the weather altogether had a very ugly 
and threatening appearance. We, however, consoled 
ourselves with the hope that it would clear ^he ice 
out of the channel, and thus enable us to proceed. 
The noise of the pack grinding ajid squeezing as it 
was tossed jjibout by a short turbulent sea was any¬ 
thing but pleasing to listen to, resembling ‘in a 
measure the sound created by the dashing of the surf 
over a rock-bound coast. One can easily imagine 
, the feelings of those old navigators, in their frail 
little barks, which gSve rise to the expression that 
“ the irksome noyse of the yce bred strange conceits 
'■"Jimong us.” Very ” irksome ” indeed was that noise 
to us, and many were the “ strange conceits ” that 
we indulged in as ^e listeneef to the soughing of the 
wind and the crashing of the ice ! 

Wednesday, September 1st, must always be regarded. 
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at least l)y all those connected with, or interested in, - 
Arctic research, as a rid-letter day in the annals of 
naval enterprise, and indeed in English history, for 
on this day a British man-of-war reached a higher 
northern latitude than had ever yet been reached 
by any ship, and we had the extreme gratification 
of hoisting the colours at noon to celebrate the 
event. 

Never was an ensign hoisted by such a number 
of eager and willing hands. All were desirous of 
participating in this act, and of sharing the honours 
of this important proceeding. 

Our success in thus attaining a high position was 
duo entirely to the B.W. gale, wliich blew with such 
fury, that by nine o’clock in the forenoon the pack 
was driven so far off tlie land that a narrow channel 
of water was left extending to the nortlnvard along 
the coast line. Wo w'ere not long in availing our¬ 
selves of this grand opportunity. The ice anchors 
were fpickly hauled on board, sail was made, and, 
with the steam ready in case it should be required, 
we were soon bowb'ng along at the rate of ten knots 
an liour, “ and norflnrurda aye we fled.”. So far had 
the pack been blown off the shore, that the channel 
of water was fully three miles in breadth. 

It would bo impossible to describe the feelings of 
those on board the “Alert” at this unexpected piece 
of good fortune; for the lateness of the season, com¬ 
bined with the unprecedented solidity of the ice, had 
in a measure damped our ardour and forced us td' 
realize the apparent hopelessness of attaining, this 
year, a high northern latitude. Eagerly and anxiously 
were the different reports from the crow’s-nest listened 
to, and still to the delight of all came down the 
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•cheery words, “ Water, plenty of water ahead, and no 
ice in sight.” , 

Every one was joyous and elated as, at noon, they 
assembled round the ward-room table to inaugurat(‘, 
in a glass of Madeira, generously suiiplied by our 
wine caterer, the auspicious invent, and to wish success 
to their Hag. 

Unfortunately snow was falling heavily, and the 
weather was so thick that Jittlo could he seen. We 
could just make out that the land along wliich we 
were steering, apd which trended to the N.l'l., was 
composed of high cliffs with numerous ravini's and 
valleys running down to tlio water’s edge; l)ut, to 
our disappointment, we faikal to ohsirve eithei' 
harbour or l)ay, or any place that would afford a 
refuge or prot(‘ctiou of any d<'scription for tljo shij). 
Arctic navigation, like everything elsi!, has its diuk 
as well as its bright side! 

After rounding Cape Union tlui coast tr(.inhsl away 
to the westward of north, and tlm wind, wlgch had 
hitherto been blowing so fresh, suddeidy s\ihsided. 
So did our jo 3 fful anticipations, for one short hour 
after our ensign had fluttered out so gaily before tla^ 
‘breeze, wo were stopped by a harrier of ice off gi’eat 
thickness, through which there was no prospect of 
penetrating. The land also appeared to lose the hold 
• rugged character that had been such a prominent 
featnre between Lincohi Bay and Cape Union, and 
now assumed an undulating form as it trended away 
”to the N.W., the coast being low and entirely covered 
with snow. 

Having set our minds at rest that a farther 
advance, for the present, was perfectly imi)racticable, 
we reluctantly retraced our steps to the southward 
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for about a mile, and secured the ship inside a fringe’ 
of grounded floc-bergs that lined the coast and which 
promised to afford us protection, in fact, the only 
protection, from the irresistible pressure of the pack. 
A depot of provisions, consisting of two thousand 
rations, was immediately landed, in order to guard 
against all accidents that might happen to the ship, 
and also to be of use to our southern travelling 
parties, should we succeed in reaching a higher 
latitude in the ship. The weather still continued 
thick; but during a clear interval we succeeded in 
getting a good view to the northward from the summit 
of a hill about two hundred and fifty feet above the 
level of the sea. But it was a most cheerless scene 
that presented itself in that direction. Nothing but 
ice, tight and impassable, was to be seen—a solid 
impenetrable mass that no amount of imagination or 
theoretical belief could ever twist into an “ open Polar 
Sea ” ! 

Wc were reluctantly compelled to come to the con¬ 
clusion that we had in reality arrived on the shore 
of the Polar Ocean.; a frozen sea, of such a character 
as utterly to preclude the possibility of its being 
navigated by a ship ; a wide expanse of ice and snow, 
whose impenetrable fastnesses seemed to defy the puny 
efforts of mortal men to invade and expose their 
hitherto sealed and hidden mysteries. Still we did 
not give up all hope of reaching a higher northern 
position in the ship. We knew the wonderful effect 
that a gale of wind would produce on the pack, 
and we hoped when the weather cleared, we should 
still be able to see, and reach, land to the north¬ 
ward. 

For the present then we could only put our trust 
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;n Providence, who had already guarded and favoured 
us almost beyond our most ,sanguine expectations, 
and pray that He might still continue to watch over 
and protect us, and grant us such a measure of success 
as would increase our knowledge of this world and 
thereby add to His glory. 



CJIAPTEE XL 


KLOE-BERO BEACH. 

A 

“ Tlic ciild earth slept below, 

Above tlio cold sky shone, 

And nil around 
With a cliilling sound, 

From caves of ice and fields of snow 
Tlio breath of night like death did flow 
Beneath the sinking moon.” 

Sheiiey. 

In order more effectually to ensure the safety of the 
ship, yio men were at oiicc employed in removing a 
largo quantity of loose ice, directly inside the line 
of friendly floe-borgs, so as to allow the vessel to be 
hauled farther in and thus obtain more complete 
protbstion from the encroachments of the pack. This 
was no easy work, for the wind had again sprung up 
and blew with terrific violence, whilst the temperature 
had fallen as much as ten degrees below the freezing 
point. 

Before we had succeeded in completing our pre¬ 
parations a violent squall struck the ship, the lin^ 
by which she was temporarily held parted, and we 
were blown clean out from ouiv harbour of refuge. 
Steam was instantly raised, and an anchor let go, 
which fortunately brought us up. During the sue- 
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ceeding hours the gale blew with increased fury, 
but being an off-shore wind, we were in a measure 
protected, whilst it had the e^ct <Jf driving the pack 
off, so as to raise our hopes at the prospect of again 
proceeding northward. 

Suddenly, without any warning, the wind sliiftcd, 
and drove the whole body of the pack towards the 
land. Our danger now was imminent. To be caught 
between the fast closing ice and the grounded floe- 
bergs would be certain destruction, to escape to the 
southward before the pack impinged on Cape Union 
was quite out of the question, and to steam into the 
pack would be madness. Our only hope of safety was 
to endeavour to haul the ship inside the grounded 
floe-bergs, and again avail ourselves of their friendly 
protection. No time was to be lost; it was a case 
of almost life and death to us. The men, always 
to be depended upon in a crisis like the present, re¬ 
sponded to the call with alacrity, and l)y dint of hard 
work we succeeded in hauling the Bhi 2 ) into a safe 
position. We w'ere not a moment too soon :*it was 
a race between the ice and the ship, in which the 
latter w'as, fortunately for us, the victor. Scarcely 
had we reached om- place of refuge when the.pack 
came into contact with the bergs, scrunching and 
squeezing in a most unpleasant manner as it swept 
by, and serving to illustrate, in a very practical way, 
the dreadful fate to* which we should have been 
subjected had we not been fortunate enough to escape 
in time. 

It is difficult to imagine a more desolate position 
to pass, a w'inter than the* one in which we were 
placed. Our ship was on an exposed and, ai>parently, 
unsafe coast, without even the protection of a bay. 
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within one hundred yards of a low undulating beach ^ 
on which, should any extraordinary pressure of the 
pack destroy our ptote^ting bergs, wo must inevitably 
he forced and wrecked, exposed to all the rigours of 
an Arctic winter; and yet, notwithstanding these 
unenviable drawbacks, the official announcement 
that this place had been decided upon as our winter 
quarters was received Avith a deep feeling of relief 
and thankfulness. This determination was not, how¬ 
ever, arrived at for some days, when, from careful 
watching of the pack, it was decided that a farther 
advance was absolutely impossible. 

Winter was advancing upon us with rapid strides, 
eager to seize us in its icy grasp ; so quickly, indeed, 
that in two d.ays we were able to ivalk on shore, on 
the new and rapidly forming ice. The now steadily 
falling temperature was another and a sure indication 
that the naidgable season was at an end. 

Without a harbour or projecting headland of any 
description to protect our good ship from the furious 
gusts „hat we must naturally expect, the “ Alert ” 
lay, apparently, in a vast frozen ocean, having land 
on one side, but b?»unded on the other by the chaotic 
and illimitable polar pack. 

The land had akeady assumed a wintry aspect, and 
the ship, to be in unison with her surroundings, had 
also put on a garb of snow and ice, each spar and 
each rope being double its ordinary thickness from 
the accumulation of frost rime. Everything was 
white, solemn, and motionless around us; no voice 
of bird or beast Avas heard to disturb the silence. All 
Avas as still and silent-as the tomb—a silence that 
until then had never been broken by the presence of 
man. 
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“ No other noyse, nor people’s troublous cries, 

As still are wont to anuoy the walled towne, 

Might there be hc.ard, but oyeles^e quiet lyos, 

Wrapt in eternal silence far from cnemycs.’’ 


Night, to which we had long boon strangors, gradually 
came upon us, the darkness jnci’easing perceptibly as 
each day passed away. Prom the 3rd of September, 
on which day the sun set at midfiight, the days de¬ 
creased in length, and the stars were again seen to 
twinkle in the heavens. * 

From a neighbouring hill wo obtained a clear and 
unobstructed view»of our surroundings. The coast 
continued to the N.W. in a succession of large bays, 
terminating in an abrupt cape some forty miles 
dist.ant. In order to assimilate the names of the 
various bays and headlands with those of the American 
chart, this extreme point was called Capo Joseph 
Henry. Beyond Capo Joseph Henry all was con¬ 
jecture. It might be the southern extreme of a largo 
bay or inlet, or it might be the northern termination 
of land. No land of any descrijition could b# seen 
to the northward—nothing but the rugged pack. So 
formidable and compact appeared ‘this icy barrier 
that it seemed to stand out bold and resolute ii) its 
strength, effectually setting at defiance the ’puny 
effort;? of man to penetrate its solidity, saying, as it 
were, “ Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.” 
■And, indeed, we had piuch cause to be thankful to 
Him who had hitherto W’atched over and protected 
us in many dangers, and who had allowed us to 
penetrate thus far into this remote and unknown 
portion of the globe. 

A long range of high hills could be seen to the 
westward, whilst on the opposite side of the channel 
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the distant land of Greenland was indistinctly ob¬ 
served, its most northern point bearing about N.E. 
{true). 

The posnions of the northern extremes of land, on 
either side of the channel, were, for a time, a matter 
of some uncertainty, and it was really doubtful which 
was situated in the highest latitude. It was not until 
aftc'r the return of the autumn sledging jiarties that 
this important (picstion was definitely decided, the 
land on the western side proving to be nearest the 
Polo. 

It must not ho imagined, because farther progress 
in tlu! ship had ceased, that our labours Ifad in any 
way diminished; on the contrary, wo felt that our 
real work was about to commence: a work in which 
we should all share in a greater or less degree, and a 
work tlie achievement of which had been our solo 
engrossing thouglit since leaving England. 

lleforc finally deciding upon the position of our 
winter (piarters. Captain Nares was desirous of ascer- 
tainih’g whetlicr a more protected spot could be found 
for the ship in the nuinerons bays to the N.W. than 
the exposed position she then occupied. 

Accordingly, early on the 5th of September, Aldrich 
and myself started away with a couple of sledges, each 
drawn by a team of eight dogs, under the guidance of 
Frederic the Eskimo, and Petersen, the Ilanish dog- 
driver. Our route lay along dlie edge of the coast,’ 
where, at times, we were able to take advantage of 
the ice-foot on which to travel; but as a rule there 
was no continuity of this laud-ice, and we were com¬ 
pelled to strike acrossi’an undulating counti’y, deeply 

• All compass bearings referred to arc frae, tinless stated to be 
imgnetic. 
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Jovered with snow, ascending hills frequently as liigh 
as two and three hundred foej above the level of the 
sea, whence we obtained good views of the sm-round- 
ing country. The general direction in which we 
travelled was N.W., the coast line being a sericss of 
indentations in the land, some of such a size as to 
form fine harbours and bays; bijt, alas! they could 
not be utilized for our shiii, for they were rendered 
unapproachable by a chain of high huminocks ex¬ 
tending in every case across the entrances, whilst the 
water in the harbours aiii)eared to be 2 >cHnanently 
frozen, and therefore inaccessible for a vessfd. 

It was a novel sensation to us to be thus dashing 
along on our light sledges, exploring a i)crfcctly un¬ 
known country: a wild and barren tract of land, a 
snow-coyered exjianse, receding-from our view in long 
undulations into the interior, until lost amongst the 
high conical-shaiied hills of from one to two thousand 
feet in height, that invariably form tlu; chief feature 
of Arctic scenei'y in these high latitudes. At noon we 
made a brief halt for luncheon, our ,a 2 ) 2 )etitcs having 
been rendered doubly keen by the gharp cold air of 
a temperature some twenty degrees Ixdow freezing 
Jioint; but which had, until the halt was called, been 
unheeded, the constant jumping on and off the sledge 
and ^issisting the dogs over difiieulties having kept 
_us in a perfect glow. Innocently 2 mlling off our 
mitts, we commenced ft vigorous onslaught upon the 
Australian beef with which we had supplied ourselves; 
but the first contact of our fingers with the handles of 
the knives proved the folly of such a proceeding, and 
compelled us again tp resume «fur mitts. These, how-, 
ever, were now frozcai so hard that they were with 
difficulty 2 )ut on! Petersen using a tin cup to drink 
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a little rum mixed with snow, and disregarding hi 
mitts, burnt his band rather severely, whilst we wen 
all obliged to mb ‘the edge of the cup well with our 
hands before putting it to our lips! 

These little inconveniences were to us a source of 
groat merriment; in fast, they must really be ex¬ 
perienced before they can be properly and thoroughly 
a 2 )preciatcd ! 

The Eskimo dogs appear to me to be very differently 
constituted to their more civilized brethren. In Eng¬ 
land a halt for lunch whilst shooting is a signal for all 
the dogs to assemble and importune for fragments of ^ 
the feast, which they greedily devour. My own dog 
“ Nellie ” would never be satisfied without obtaining a 
very largo sbarc of any impromptu meal. With the 
Eskimo dogs it is quite different. As soon as the 
sledges are halted they lie down and sleep, and rarely 
attempt to move until they arc required to do so. 
Should a piece of meat be thrown to them they may 
eondoseend to swallow it; but they turn up their noses 
at a piec(! of biscuit, utterly despising it as an article 
of food. Yet these dogs arc excessively voracious, and 
always hungry ! Nothing in the shape of fresh meat, 
or even skin, is safe from their insatiable voracity*; 
even the thongs that are used for lashing the different 
parts of a sledge together, unless they have been'well 
rubbed over with t.ar, are unsafe, and will most 
assimedly be gnawed off. Notwithstanding this, they . 
have little liking for cooked meat, positively refuse 
biscuit, and are not troublesome when they observe 
you eating. 

We were en route again directly our luncheon was 
consumed, the dogs starting off with renewed vigour 
and speed after their short rest, when we came 
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Suddenly upon a precipitous ruvinc, almost too late to 
mop our team in their headlong' career. By sprin<{iu<i 
Biit of the skdf'e iui(? lioldilig on with mif'ht and 
main, we just succeeded in stopping them in time. 

nj) almost on the very brink of tiic 
Ii(^tr:icing our steps for a sliort distance, \v(! left the 
iiills, and continued our course along the coast line, 
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until our farther progress Avas chocked by water, a 
channel connecting t#o large hays, which from their 
shape afterwards Avent by the name of Dumb-bell 
Bay. 

Swimming about in this little sheet of water was a 
small fleck of eid^r-ducks, l;leven in number, that 
appeared to be as much surprised at beholding us as 
we Avere at seeing them. They did not, however, 
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seem disposed to fly away. The only weapon we had. 
was a rifle with twelve,rounds of ammunition. With 
this we commenced hostilities, rejoicing in the antici¬ 
pation of a fresh-meat meal when we returned to the 
ship. So utterly unconcerned did they appear that 
we actually succeeded In shooting five before the 
remainder took flight; but to our great chagrin we 
were unable to possess ourselves of any of our victims, 
as they had unfortunately all fallen into the water just 
out of our reach. This was very tantalizing, as 
neither of us felt inclined to risk being frozen for the 
sake even of roast duck by plunging in after them. 
We were reluctantly compelled to leave them. 
During the following week, however, they were re¬ 
covered, having all been frozen together in the water. 
With the exception of these birds, no animal life was 
seen, although we observed numerous traces of 
ptarmigan and lemmings. Tufts of saxifrage and 
some grasses were seen, but so thickly was the land 
covered with snow that it was impossible to ariive 
at any conclusion regarding the vegetation of the 
country. 

In consequence of the report that we brought back. 
Floe-berg Beach was decided upon as the position of 
the “ Alert’s ” winter quarters, and preparations were 
immediately made for securing the ship, and*' for 
making as extensive an exploration of the land to the 
northward as the dm’ation of light would admit. 

The land in our immediate vicinity was also very 
naturally an object of special interest to us. Specu¬ 
lations were rife regarding its extent and formation. 
The possibility of obtaftiing gamq of any descrqition 
was a matter of much importance to us who were 
doomed to pass so many months in these icy solitudes. 
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Alas! any hopes that we had cherished in this 
resjject were soon found to be fallacious. The land, 
for the succeeding eight months, ijrovod to be as 
devoid of life as its appearance was sterile and 
desolate. 

On the 9th of September*Aldrich went away with 
the dog-sledges, accompanied by two or three of his 
messmates, for three days, for the purpose of more 
thoroughly exploring the country in the hopes of 
obtaining game. 

On the 11th 1 left the ship with Parr and Egertou 
and eighteen men, with the object of advancing a 
couple of boats to the northward along the j)roposed 
route of exploration. It was thought that they might 
l)rove useful during the future sledging operations of 
tlie expedition. We came back in four days, having 
successfully accomplished our mission. 

On our return journey we encountered a furious 
gale of wind, which broke up the ice along the coast 
line, and forced us to drag our sledges over the hills, 
the summits of which were almost bare, the force of 
the gale having blown the snow coinpletely off. Any 
one who has^cver attempted to drag a sledge over 
a* rough stony road will know the severe toij ‘and 
labour that is required to be exerted in order to make 
any |)rogress. Crossing a bay we made a short halt 
.for luncheon on the ice, under the lee of a high 
hummock, and narrotVly escaped destruction from 
having selected such a spot for a halt. Without our 
observing it, the ice began breaking up, and it was 
only by strenuous exertions that wo succeeded in 
reaching the shore iy safety, \’#hence we observed the 
ice on which we had recently been encamped drifting 
in small fragments to seaward. If this disruption 
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had not been observed in time, nothing short of a 
miracle could have.saved us. 

The violence of the gale was so terrific that pebbles 
and shingle were blown along by its force, mercilessly 
striking our faces and causing acute pain. Still we 
had to struggle onwards, 'for there was no possible lee 
under which we could pitch our tents and obtain shelter. 
An attempt to do so w'as unsuccessful, and had to be 
abandoned. 

One of the men, failing from sheer exhaustion, had 
to be carried on the sledge. This seriously added to 
our difficulties, for it increased the load which the 
wearied sledgers had to drag, Avhilst it diminished tlie 
power of the draggers. But tlie indomitable spirit 
and pluck of the British sailor ovcTcamo all obstacles, 
and after an arduous march of eighteen hours in the 
face of a furious hurricane, we arrived, to our no 
small relief, alongside the “ Alert.” Never was a 
goal attained with more pleasure and satisfaction than 
was ou'‘ Arctic home reached that night by the fatigued 
and half-blinded sledge travellers. Untrained as they 
were, this forced ’^larch had seriously overtaxed their 
strength and entailed much suffering. Some few 
were, *011 their return, placed under the doctor's 
hands. 

Meanwhile those remaining on board the ship,' but 
few in number, spent an anxious and trying time. 

The young ice, by which the'" ship was surrounded, 
had been completely broken up by the fury of the 
gale, and had disappeared; and had it not been for 
the protecting grounded floe-bergs, small mercy would 
have been shown to the good ship “Aleit,” by “ye 
thick-ribbed ice.” 

Small fragments of the pack, large enough, how- 
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•ever, to be unpleasant and disagreeable noiglibours, 
would occasionally find their way^ between the lloc- 
bergs, and drift about in our immediate vicinity. 
These it was our object to secure as speedily as 
possible, otherwise their incessant movement back¬ 
wards and forwards with thu tide would breaK up the 
young ice, or even prevent it from forming. The 
ominous grinding noise of the pack, as it swayed to 
and fro in the channel, and the terrible war thiit 
appeared to be raging between the floes as they came 
into furious contact with each other, i)ulYeriziug their 
sides or rending huge fragments from tluar edges, 
was a sound and sight that struck us with wonder 
and awe. 

* 

The grandeur and solemnity of the scene gave rise 
to thoughts of our own weakness and insignilicanc(! 
amidst these wonders of the far north. 

On the morning after our return on board, the 
wind having subsided considerably, and a large 
<‘hanncl of water existing between the land and the 
pack. Captain Nares determined upon seeking more 
secure and sheltered winter quarters in one of the 
numerous bjiys immediately to the northward of our 
present position, in the hope that the gale wou|,d*have 
broken uj) the ice and so afforded us an entrance. 

l^team was quickly raised and the rudder shipped ; 
but from some, at that time, unknown cause we were 
unable to lower the sfrew into its place, or rather to 
enter the shaft. Our chance therefore of getting 
£^vay was lost, as before midnight the gale was 
blowing as furiously as ever. The following day, 
however; the weatlier again cleared up, and renewed 
attempts were made to ship the screw, but alwai’s 
without success. Whilst so engaged a shift of wind 
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occurred, and we had the mortification of seeing the 
whole body of the pack close the channel of water 
and resume its place ilong the coast, where it, re¬ 
mained during the entire winter, effectually sealing us 
up. We had good reason to he thankful to our screw 
for causing our detentionj for a subsequent examina¬ 
tion of the coast proved only too plainly that the 
ice had not been broken up and blown out of any of 
the harbours that we should have sought, and that 
we should not have found any bcJter sheltered 
position than the one we then occupied. In all 
probability we should have been caught by the fast 
closing ice—an occurrence rather unpleasant even to 
speculate upon. We afterwards discovered the reason 
for the failure of our attempts to ship the screw. On 
lowering it into the water, the ice formed so quickly 
in the “boss” that it effectually prevented the shaft 
from entering! 

The ship was now secured by lines to the floe- 
bergs, and by anchors and cables to the shore, until 
she sho'uld be permanently frozen in. 

W^e also busily engaged ourselves in making the 
necessary preparations for the autumn sledging ope¬ 
rations. Travelling garments wore issued, tents 
thoroughly overhauled, and sledges prepared. 

On the 22nd of September Alch-ich was despatched 
with three men and two dog-sledges, provisioned for 
fourteen days, as a sort of pioneering expedition ; his 
orders being to proceed, if possible, as far as Cape 
Joseph Henry, there to erect, a caiim and deposit a 
record with full information regarding the practica¬ 
bility of travelling, that vould be of use to the main 
party which would follow him in a few days. 

By the 25th the ice had again formed around the 
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ship, and was of suificient thickness to boar heavy 
weights. This was the day selectejJ. for the departure 
of the sledging parties. The torce consisted of three 
eight-men sledges, officered by Parr and May, the 
whole under my command. My sledge was named 
the “Marco Polo.';” Parr’S, the “Victoria;” and 
May’s, the “ Hercules.” My ordprs were to advance 
as far to the northward, along the huid, as possible, 
and at our extreme position to establish a large depot 
of jirovisions m readiness for the use of the main 
exploring parties ^that would be despatched in that 
direction during the ensuing spring. Our provisions 
were all carefully weighed and packed; the maxinuun 
weight dragged by each man on leaving the sliip was 
201 lbs., decreasing at the rate of 3 lbs. per diem due 
to the consumption of provisiojis. The slight ex¬ 
perience that we obtained during the previous few 
days’ sledging stood us now in good stead; the men 
who had recently been so employed being regarded as 
veterans in sledge work by those who were Jor the 
first time being initiated into its mysteries. All 
started in the very be.st spirits, aninjated by the same 
desire to do their utmost, and to achieve, so far as in 
tliem lay, success and honour for the e.xpedition. * 

The details connected with the sledging operations 
musi have a chapter to themselves. I make no 
apology for not entering more fully into the journeys 
performed by Aldrich Snd others, as the description of 
one sledging expedition suffices for all, and I am, 
of course, best able to describe those in which I was 
myself personally engaged. 



CHAPTER XIL 


AUTUMN TRAVELLING. 

“ When suddenly a grossc fog over spred, 

With his dull vapour all that desert has, 

Aud heaven’s eheerfull face enveloped j 
That all things one, and one as nothing was, 

And this great universe seemed one confused mass. 

“ Thereat they greatly were dismay’d, no wist 
How to direct theyr way in darknes wido; 

But feared to wander in that wasteful! misle, 

Eor tombling into mischiefe unespyde: 

Worse is the danger hidden than descride.” 

Spe.nskr. 

There arc, I am sure, many among those “ who stay 
at liome at ease ” who have little or no idea of what 
sledge.travelling in the Arctic Regions is like, and 
who even fail to realize that it entails hard work of 
any description. 

Tlieir imaginations picture the travellers seated on 
sledges, comfortably wrapped li'p in shawls and furs, 
and drawn by a team of dogs or reindeer gaily 
caparisoned, with their bells jingling as they dash 
along at a rapid pace over a smooth plain of snow 
and ice. They imagino'that after the toil of- the day 
is over a large fire As built up, and, having obtained 
some salmon, venison, or other product of the chase. 
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•a sumptuous meal is cooked and discussed, after 
which the sledge travellers com^)ose themselves to 
sleep in a nice warm sno^^-house or wooden hut 
constructed by their attendants. All this sounds 
very delightful, and is, to m 3 ' personal knowledge, 
believed to be a fairly true* picture of Arctic life by 
a large majority of people. Unfortunately it is the 
very reverse of sledge life on the shores of tin? I’olar 
Ocean. Let us see what it js like in reality. There, 
great climatic* hardships have to bo endured, com¬ 
bined with physical labour of no ordinary description. 
No change or variet}' of any sort can be made in the 
fare, nor can more than a certain allowance be 
allotted to each individual. When that is consumed, 
hunger must be borne with patience until the time' 
has arrived for the next meal, for until that is duo 
nothing is obtainable. 

For shelter at night time, a tent made of the very 
lightest material (for economy of weight is the most 
important point to be considered in sledge iravelling) 
is all the covering to protect the travellers l?om tlu^ 
furious onslaughts of a biting wind, always accom¬ 
panied by a; blinding snowdrift. §0 searching is the 
Matter that in spite of all ellorts it will pgix'trate 
through every little orifice into the tent, covering 
evelything inside with a layer of minute snow crystals, 
and rendering an uncomfortable night still more com¬ 
fortless and disagree’tible. llolled uj) in their bags, 
with the hard frozen sea as thi ir couch, allording 
Kttle rest to their aching and frost-bitten limbs, the 
wearied sledgers vainly attempt in sleep to become 
oblivions to the present, .is for a fire by which 
circulation might be restored in their numbed ex¬ 
tremities, that is quite out of the question. A limited 
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amount of si^irits of wine, barely sufficient to cook- 
the allowance of provisions, is all the fuel with which 
they are supplied. Even if the material for making 
a fire, such as driftwood, was available, it would be 
impossible to benefit by it, for it could not be lighted 
in the tent, whilst outside, under such circumstances 
as I have related, it would be impracticable. 

This is a slight sketch of what has to be endured 
by the Polar sledge traveller; but a cheerful spirit, 
a contented mind, and an ardent desire to achieve 
success are quite sufficient to enable him to withstand 
the attendant hardships, and even to laugh at and 
treat them with contemjit. 

I cannot do better than quote the words of Sir 
George Nares, who, addresshig our men before leav¬ 
ing England, whilst explaining to them the nature 
of the work that they were about to engage in, and 
speaking ffiom his own personal previous experience 
of sledge fife, said, “ That if they could imagine the 
hardest w'ork they had ever been called upon to 
lierform in their lives intensified to the utmost degree, 
it would only be as child’s play in com 2 )arisou with 
the work they would have to jicrform vjhilst sledg¬ 
ing ! ”• . 

These projihetic words were fullj' realized, and were 
often recalled and commented on by the men during 
their initiation into the work of sledging. 

The autumn sledge travelling has been alluded to 
by a very distinguished and successful explorer in the 
Arctic llegions, as “the very acme of discomfort.’' 
Ill the accuracy of this statement we, one and all, 
fully concurred. ,> 

The principal reasons that sledging at this period 
of the year is more disagreeable than in the spring 
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.are, first, because the rapidly decreasing light caused 
by the sun’s altitude lessening day by day is decidedly 
opjiosed to either work or comfort. Before our return 
from sledging, the sun bad illumined for the last 
time, until its reappearance the following year, the 
summits of the snow-covered hills in the vicinity of 
the “ Alert’s ” winter quarters, and had sunk, slowly 
and majestically, beneath the southern horizon, be¬ 
queathing to us only for a short time a few bright 
rays until thd long polar night wrapped us in its 
sombre mantle, and enveloped us in gloom and 
obscurity for many months. 

“‘Tis gone, that bright and orbod l>1:ize. 

Fast fading fnnn onr wistful gazo; 

Yon mantling cloud has hid from sight 
The last faint pulse of quivering light.’* 


A few hours of twilight, therefore, were all wo bad 
in which to work. Candles we liad none. Our 
breakfast before we started in the morning and our 
supper after we halted in the evening had* to be 
discussed in gloomy darkness. Our notes had to be 
written in our journals before entenhg the tent, even 
at the risk of frost-bitten fingers. ^ . 

In the second place, at this time of the year the 
ice,«over which the sledges have to be dragged, is of 
very recent formation, and is consequently weak and 
dangerous. The travallors are therefore more liable 
to’ immersion by breaking through the thin ice at this 
period of the season than they are during the 
spring, or indeed at any other time. Young, and 
therefore smooth and level ice, covered with a 
treacherous layer ot* snow, often entices the unwary to 
turn from the rougher but stronger floes to travel on 
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its flat plain surface. An immersion is invariably 
the result. Bometimes tlie leading men on the drag- 
ropes break through this weak ice first, and, by so 
doing, time is given to stoji and save tlie sledge ; but 
very often the ice directly under the sledge gives way 
witliout previous warning, when every effort must be 
at once directed to save the sledge. Although this is 
always successful it is generally at tlie expense of the 
greater part of the biscuit, which is so saturated with 
salt water as to be uneatable, and the wetting, and 
the eouse(inent freezing, of the tent with all its appur¬ 
tenances. Nothing more wretched and miserable can 
be conceived than having to pass the night in a stiffly 
fro/aai sle('ping bag, inside a tent, which at the best 
of times is barely large enough to accommodate the 
party of nu n for whom it is allotted, but which has 
been considerably shrunk by being frozen. Not the 
least unpleasant part is the process of pitching it, 
for having bcc-omo as hard as a piece of board, it is 
with great diiliculty unfolded ; more es])ecially as this 
operatmn has to bo perfornu'd after the fatigues of a 
hard da,y’s sledging, by wearied men, in such a tem¬ 
perature that it is impossible to expose the hands bare 
to the cold, and it must therefore be carried out with 
mittens on. 

The constant wetting of the foot also renders’ the 
men more liable to frost-bites; whilst the heavy 
fall of snow, usually experieu,!ed in these regions 
during the autumn, renders the work ten times more 
arduous. For the air thus becomes so thick that it 
is impossible to see many yards ahead, and we 
have to trust solely tc^ a compass as a guide. We 
might, in truth, fairly quote the lines from Spenser’s 
“Faerie Queene,” at the heading of the present 
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.chapter, as illustrating our difficulties in this re¬ 
spect— 

“ Tliat all thirigg one, .and oii5 .-ig notliing ivns, 

And tlua great universe aeoinod one (umfiiseil masa." 

And lastly this continual brcalving tlirougli the ice 
of both men and sledge, doinhined witli t^lio lieavy 
and incessant fall of snow, renders tlio task of walk¬ 
ing and dragging a sledge one of'extreme laliour and 
anxiety. These wore the lUtlo difficulties we had to 
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experience during our novitiate in this autumn sledge 
travelling, and they must be generally cxpeeled by 
f’Splorers who go awa^^ so late in the year. 

In a future chapter I propose to give a full account 
01 the routine of sledge life, of the orpiipment and 
scale of provisions, and of all other details connectiul 
With sledging opeyations in.ithe Arctic Kegions. I 
Will now, therefore; iiroceed at once to give a brief 
account of our journey, for the purpose of laying out 
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a depot in the autumn, which occupied three weeks of 
very severe and harassing work. 

At eight o’clock,'on the 25th of September, the three 
officers commanding sledges, myself and Lieutenants 
Parr and May, assembled at breakfast in sledging 
costume, and a rattling, good breakfast our caterer 
gave us. At 8.15 our standards were displiiyed on 
the sledges, the ship hoisting the ensign. At 8.30 
the crews took up their stations alongside their re¬ 
spective sledges, and the order was given to march. 
Our men stopped out bravely, and as they did so 
three hearty cheers resounded from the ship. I 
called a halt and returned the salute with as much 
emphasis as twenty-four powerful pairs of lungs could 
give, and then continued tlie march. The young ice 
seemed strong enough to bear, so leaving the ice foot, 
on whicli the travelling was heavy, wo ventured on 
the new ice. But we had not gone more than a mile 
when, to my horror, Parr’s sledge, the “ Victoria,” 
went through! It was a case of all hands to the 
rescue,' and after fifteen minutes of hard tugging and 
hauling we succeeded in dragging it upon a firm piece 
of ice. But everything was thoroughly saturated. 
There was nothing for it but to send back at once for 
another sledge and di-y things. This being done, we 
again proceeded for about three miles, when suddenly 
I heard a crack, and looking round, there was my 
sledge through! We dragged<-it on shore, and un¬ 
packing at once, I was glad to find that we had 
suffered less than the “Victoria;” but it was bad 
enough. Our tent and gear at the top were of course 
saturated, and nearly ^,11 our biscuit spoilt. How¬ 
ever, I did not think it advisable to return, so repack¬ 
ing we made another start, and shortly afterwards 
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,\vere rejoined by Parr. After niareliiug for twelve 
miles 1 halted for the night with the tomperatni-e :r 
belbw zero, the tent frozen hard and shrunk consider¬ 
ably. Next day we inarched thirteen miles over ice 
whose blue uneven surface was as smootii as glass, 
making it very hard .work »for the ini'ii, who were 
sorely put to it to maintain tlieir footing. They 
Avorked splendidly, trudging merrily along, making 
light of the heai'y loads and the treadlerous ice, 
thinking only of iierforming a good day’s work, and of 
advancing the depot as far nortli as jiossible. 

On the third ddy, being unal)le to round a point of 
land owing to several lanes of water, we were obliged 
to unload the sledges and carry the things piecemeal 
across a neck of land about two miles in width and a 
hundred feet above the level of the sea. On tlie same 
evening snow began to fall, and from tliat time it 
fell incessantly until our return to the, ship, increasing 
in'depth day by day. This, combined with tlie .soft¬ 
ness of the snow as it fell, seriously impeded our 
advance, and we were fre(iuently obliged to Idilt our 
sledges whilst the men were emj)loj'ed cleai’ing a road 
with the shovels. So impervious was the air, owing 
to the heavy fall of snow, that it was only occasicmally 
that we were able to obtain glimpses of the land as 
we journeyed onwards, rendering it most difficult to 
make out its conformation, or even the direction in 
which the coast line tisended. 

' From the unaccustomed work of dragging, the 
shoulders of the men began to evince symptoms of 
rawness, although they constantly shifted their drag 
belts from one shoulder to the other. In spite of 
these little drawbacks, and the dull overcast weather 
that generally prevailed, the spirits of the men never 

L 
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flagged, and every night the labour of the day would, 
be forgotten, and singing and laughter would be the 
only sounds heard’ issuing from our little camp, long 
after we had comfortably settled ourselves in our 
sleeping bags. 

It was amusmg to listen to the quaint remarks and 
witty conversation of the men, as, reclining in their 
bags and smoking their pipes, they would, regardless 
of the generally dreaded presence of the commander, 
broach lower deck topics, and freely discuss and 
criticize them. I was much surprised at the exten¬ 
sive Arctic knowledge which they possessed, showing 
that they had read largely on this subject, and were 
anxious to learn yet more. 

I must own that the subject of eating and drinking 
raonoj^olizcd a very large share of the conversation ; 
nor did they only occupy our minds whilst awake, for 
they frequently formed the subject of our dreams. 
On one occasion when I aroused the men in the 
morning one of them said, “ Oh! I am sorry you 
called £no so soon, sir, for I was dreaming that I was 
eating plum pudding, and if you had let me finish 
it would have been as good as a breakfast to me! ” 
Galeo ,of wind were, of course, serious impediments 
to our advance, and were of not unfrequent occur¬ 
rence. They invariably necessitated a halt, as, Irre- 
spective of the cold wind being productive of frost-bites, 
it was almost impossible to make way through the * 
blinding snow-drift, which did not admit of anything 
being seen even at the distance of a yard or two! 

On the 4th of October, half our provisions being 
consumed, and there bejng the prospect of very heavy 
travelling before us on'om homeward journey, it was 
decided to return. The depot was therefore esta- 
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,1blisbcd, on the brow of a ridge just above onr en¬ 
campment. It consisted of 870 lbs. of i)eminic!iu and 
240 lbs. of bacon. May and’myself i)uslied on, with 
the object of reaching Cape Jose^jh Henry ; but tlio 
weather was too thick to obtain any view, and, for the 
same reason, it was impossible to ascertain the trend 
of the coast or the nature of the travelling to the 
northward. The floes seemed to be composed of very 
heavy iec, and the hummocj^s were piled up to a great 
height along the coast, especially off any projecting 
points of land. Lieutenant Aldrich had, however, 
ascended a hill s5me two thousand feet in height, and 
was fortunate in having a line clear day. I'h’om Cape 
Joseph Henry the land, he saw, trended away to tlie 
westward, but there was no indication of anything 
but the impenetrable polar pack to the north. We 
reached a latitude of about 82’ 50' N. before turning 
our steps homewards. 

On tlie return journey the dragging became infi¬ 
nitely more irksome and laborious, 'i'he snow had 
aceumulated to such a depth as to render some of the 
ravines and promontories almost impassable, being 
above the men’s knees nearly all flie time. On one 
pccasion we were compelled to take our sledgns* up a 
range of hills two hundred and fifty feet above the 
lev»l of the sea, in order to pass a precipitous cliff, off 
which was a stream of water, and then to lower them 
down a steep incline on the opposite side. 'To add to 
ohr difficulties, a sudden fall of temperature produced 
many severe frost-bites, principally on the feet and 
toes. Circulation was always restored as speedily as 
possible, by the application of the warm hand, and 
the injured part ^as then ’dressed with glycerine 
ointment and lint. 
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The hills, over which we were obliged to take our 
sledges, subsequently went by the name of the “ Frost¬ 
bite Eang(!,” in conse(iucnco of the many casualties 
sustained during the time we were on them. 

On the 9th the temperature was 15' below zero, 
and the boots, stockings, and foot wrappers were 
frozen to the men’s feet. On coming down the hills 
the sledges had literally to be lowered to the ice-foot 
from a height of two hundred and fifty feet, at a very 
steep angle. Thence it was necessary to follow the 
shore, where enormous hummocks of ice were piled 
up, having huge cracks and fissures, into which we 
sunk to our necks in snow. In crossing some sludgy 
ice bctw(!cn the hummocks, on the llth. Lieutenant 
May unfortunately went through, and was so severely 
frost-bitten that he eventually had to suffer amputa¬ 
tion of one of his great toes. 

The sun set at about one in the afternoon. A 
glorious sight; the colours of the sunrise and sunset 
seeming to be blended together. This was on Tues¬ 
day, and at breakfast on the following F’riday all the 
provisions would be expended. The 13th was the last 
day of the sun’s appearance. 

On’ tho 14th the temperature was down to 25* 
below zero, and the travelling very heavy; but our 
sufferings were nearly over. At seven we sighted "the 
ship, and hoisted our sledge standards. All the 
officers and ship’s company cUme out to meet and 
help us, and by 8.50 p.m. we were on board. 

Some of the frost-bites were so severe as to render 
amputation necessary. This arose from the difficulty 
of finding out the injiuy in time. A frost-bite steals 
upon one like a thief in the night, and before the 
victim is aware it often happens that mortification 
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lias set in. No less than half the party were placed 
on the sick list fi’om being more or loss severely frost¬ 
bitten. * 

It was a very great relief and comfort to us to be 
again on board, and extremely gratifying to receive 
such a welcome as that extended to us by our mess- 
Snates. They were already feeling a little anxious 
at our prolonged absence, kiiownig that we were only 
provisioned for twemty days, and fearing that our 
return journey would be greatly delayed by tbe late 
excessive fall of sno\t. 

How comfortable the ward-room looked, with the 
lamps burning brightly, a cheerful lire blazing in the 
stove, and, what delighted us almost still more, a 
clean white cloth sjjread upon the table, and on it 
a sumptuous repast, made doubly inviting by a cou])le 
of decanters of madeira and port! These little com¬ 
forts and luxuries, though they may appear to casual 
readers unimportant and iusignillcant, are thoroughly 
enjoyed and appreciated by wearied and foot-sore 
travellers who have been strangers to light, Comfort, 
and a good meal, though only for three short weeks. 
The pleasxu'o of a warm bath and’the enjoyment of 
Jxrushing one’s hair are beyond all description t Wo 
were all a little thinner when wo returned; but, with 
thff exception of the frost-bites, none the worse for our 
expedition. 

So far as the results were concerned wo were quite 
satisfied, considering them perfectly successful. 

. We had established a depot of provisions some forty 
miles to the northward of the shi]), which would very 
materially assist the sledging campaign of the en¬ 
suing spring. A llirge amoimt of thorough practical 
experience had been gained, which we hoped would 
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bear good fruit in the coming year. And we had’ 
succeeded in reaching and passing the highest lati¬ 
tude attained, to the northward of Spitzbergen, by 
that distinguished Arctic navigator, Sir Edward Parry, 
forty-eight years before, during his memorable journey 
over the frozen sea towards the North Pole. 

These were the most important results gained by 
the autumn sledging. 

The disappeai'ance of .the sun before our return 
necessarily prevented a more protracted exploration 
being made. As it was wo only had sufficient light 
during midday for a very few hours’ work. 

Perhaps, as it was our first experience in sledging, 
it was as well we wore not able to remain absent for 
a greater length of time. As an instance of tin; 
manner in which the different articles increased in 
weight during the autumn travelling, we found on our 
return to the ship that the tent which had previously 
weighed 32 lbs. had increased to 55 lbs., the coverlet 
from 21 lbs. to 48 lbs., the lower robe from 18 lbs. to 
40 lbs., the lloor-cloth from 11 lbs. to 29 lbs., and 
everything else in proportion! This increase is duo 
to the absorption of all moisture, which instantly 
freezea. In the spring, although the temperature is 
far lower, this moisture, even when frozen, is extracted 
by exposure to the sun. In the autumn this is im¬ 
possible, as the sun has disappeared. 
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WINTKK Q».UrrKl!S. 

“ Lot wintr-r romo,! lot poliii' spirits swoop 
'I’Ik' iliirk’iiiiiuiworld iuid loiiipi'st-lrniililoil (loop. 

'riioiioli lioiiiidloss .SMOw.s llio williorod lioolli dol'oroi. 

And tlio dim son ne'er wanders lliro(|oli the sloi'di, 

Vol shall tlio stiiilo of .social love repay 
With iiioidal lioht the iiiidaiiLdioly day.” 

CuiriiKI.I,. 

. Tiii'i tnivfilk'rs liaviiis all rctimit d, tlic iiccpk- 
sary pi't'ptu’iitions I'oi' ptissmg tlit^ winter were iiiuiit!- 
diatcly taken in hand. 

Notwitlistandini' tlio loss of tlio sun, wliieli took its 
Anal departure on tlio lltli of Ootoker, wt; laid for 
many days suAieient light, during live or six hours of 
the d<ay, to ciiablo us to carry out the nuuiifold duties 
»onnectod with the preparations for a winter mi the 
Arctic llegions. 

Although the ship wtis omplotely froztm in, and 
the ice in which she was imprisoned wtis increasing 
in thickness day hj^day, additional prcctuilious for 
her safety w^cre taken by burying a couple of the 
largest anchors on shore, and freezing them into 
their holes by pouring water over them; to these 
were attached the chain cables. These we felt would 
be a perfect seeurit^' for us against any off-shore gale. 

Provisions in large quantities were landed as a pre- 
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caution, in case any unforeseen event should, during! 
the winter, cause t^^e destruction of our ship, and so 
at one fell swoop deprfve us both of home and sup¬ 
plies. Out of the caslvs and eases so landed a spacious 
house was constructed, capable, if necessary, of afford¬ 
ing accoinmodatioii to ouf entire party. This house, j 
which went by the name of “Markham Hall,” was' 
used as a receptacle for sails, ro 2 ) 0 , sledge gear, and 
all articles that could not be conveniently stowed 
under hatches on board. Its dimensions w’ere fort}'- 
ninc feet long, by twelve feet wide, and ton feet high. 
The mainsail was used to roof it over. It was alto¬ 
gether a very grand edifice, and wo were, and I think 
with some reason, very proud at the result of -our 
architectural skill. 

The building mania seemed to be very prevalent 
amongst the officers, the miijority of whom employed 
themselves in constructing snow-houses for various 
purposes near the ship. One officer went so far as to 
commeueo a colonnade, reaching from the shore to 
the ship, the pillars to be made of frozen blocks of 
snow', but the undertaking was of too gigantic a nature 
to be carried out with any hope of success, and was 
abandoned after a few days’ work. » 

A w'ooden observatory, brought out from England 
for the express jmrpose, was set up for the transit 
instrument, and this with a house adjoining, in which 
was placed the alt-azimuth iris^rument, being the 
head-quarters of our astronomical observers, Parr 
and May, went by the name of “ Greenwich.” 

Snow-houses wore constructed on shore for the 
several magnetic instnunents, and these latter W'ere 
securely fixed by being nrmly frozen on snow pedes¬ 
tals. The three houses in which the instruments 
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Ivcro iilaccd were connected, one with the other, by 
sub-”lacial passages, one being no less than a Imndved 

niAGUAlI ILLUSTRATING THE MAGNETIC OBSERVATORY 
AT NEW.” 



a 

KxriiANATION OF pLAJi. 

A t The Unifilar House. 

P The Barrow Dip Circle Houso. 

C The Declinometer House. 

D^D Passage connccting^and B, 37^ ft. in length. 

K K E The main passage, 120 ft. long. 

Passage leading to Declinometer House, 4t ft. from entninei*. 
G The main, and only, entrance. Distant from the Alert oOl ft. 
All houses and passages were “ sub-glacial.’* 


and twenty feet in fength. Tile whole establislimeiit, 
M'hich was most complete and reflected great credit 



154 


moyjr-mvsBS on sbobe. 


[Oct. 


\ 

on its architect, was called “Kew.” Giffard ani 
myself were the two officers entrusted with the charge 
of the magnetic observ^ations, and many a cold and 
comfortless hour had we to spend, in our endeavours 
to add to the slight knowledge we possess in this 
interesting branch of science. 

Several other snow-houses were built for various 
purposes. One was for the reeei^tion of our powder, 
as it is most important,that such a dangerous and 
combustible article should be removed from the ship, 
where of necessity so many fires have to bo ke^Dt up. 
Tlie place in which the iiowder was stored was called 
“Woolwich.” Others were constructed in which w’ere 
deposited all our salt beef for present use, and those 
buildings, of course, w'ont by the name of “ Deptford,” 
after our great naval victualling depot in England. 

Altogether the neighbourhood of our winter quar-. 
ters bad the appearance of a young thriving settle¬ 
ment rapidly springing into maturity, rendering what 
would otherwise have been a barren and desolate 
scene, one of cheerful life and activity. 

The salt beef, which was exceptionally tough and 
salt, more so indeed than the ordinary, salt “junk” 
used'in the navy, was kept in a snow-house ; because 
we found, by experiment, that it was rendered more 
palatable by so doing. In all probability the process 
of congelation tended to extract, or precipitate, a very 
largo portion of the saline maifer with which it was 
impregnated, and thus deprived it, to some extent, of 
its hardness and saltnoss. 

By the 26th of October the ship was completely 
“housed” in by a set of awnings, extending from the 
after part of the top-gallant forecastle to the mizzen¬ 
mast This ^‘housing” was made of a material 



1875.] 


THE SHIP HOUSED! IN. 


1S5 


tailed tilt cloth, similar to that used to cover vagRoiis 
in England. It was spread on spr^rs lashed between 
the masts, having curtains on*each side so fitted that 
they could readily and easily bo triced up when re¬ 
quired for purposes of ventilation. Hanging lamps 



^l>,G-STAl'r POINT. 


were suspended from the spars over the centre of the 
deck, which were kept alight night and day. 'Ihe 
funnel, which was provided with a hinge, was lowered 
down, and formed a famous and convenient stow-holo 
for rope. The number of c<Als that were deposited 
in it was truly marvellous. 
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Two gangways were cut in the ship’s side: the onh 
on the port side,being used as the general one for 
entrance and exit; the’one on the starboard for carry¬ 
ing out all slops and dirt to a hwge dirt-heap es¬ 
tablished between the hummocks, some hundred yards, 
from tlie ship. A smal'lcr dirt-heap was temporarily 
used nearer the ship, the accumulations being removed 
to the larger one once or twice a week. 

Although, as a rule, the snow was not well adapted 
for building purposes on account of its consistency, 
we were able to sui^ply ourselves with blocks from 
certain places where the snow had drifted in large 
quantities and hardened by pressure. 

A snow wall, constructed from solid blocks obtained 
from these quarries, was formed round the ship at 
about six feet distance, and at the height of about 
four feet. When this was completed the space be-, 
tween the ship’s side and this wall was lilled in with 
snow, reaching as high as the fore and main channels, 
forming a perfectly solid and impervious embankment 
that would effectually aid in preserving the warmth of 
the ship. The upper dock was cleared of all super¬ 
fluous articles, and was covered with snow about 
twelrq inches deep. A layer of gravel and ashes was 
strewn over the smfface; but I am not sure that we 
benefited much by this measure, for it was rendered 
so slippery by being frozen that it was by no means, 
an easy matter to walk on it. 

All skylights and hatchways were carefully covered 
up, two only of the latter being kept open as a means 
of ingress and egress. These were so constructed 
with porches and double doors as to prevent the ad¬ 
mission of the outsidi’ air. The doors, being fitted 
with weights, were made self-shutting, so that the 
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Closing of one door was insured before the opening of 
the other. Snow walls were also built up round the 
porches, and in fact round tliic halchways and sby- 
lights not in use, so as to render thinn all the more 
iinpervions to the cold air. 

llonnd the funnel of the ‘galley lire there was a 
large space, inclosed by a wall of snow, in which was 
deposited every morning a supply of ic(^ or frozen 
snow, to be converted into water snfliciimt to last 
twenty-four hours. The ice for this purpose was pro¬ 
cured from a large lioo about one hundred and lifty 
yards from the s’hip, which in all ]irobability was 
formed by the thawing and subsecpient re-freezing of 
the snow on its surface. When it was dillicult to lind 
work for the men to do outside the shiji during the 
winter, they were employed in conveying this ice to a 
large depot that was formed close to the vessel, pro¬ 
tected from the Eskimo dogs by a snow wall, from 
which during gales of wind or other bad weather we 
were able to supply ourselves. 

Our boats were all hauled up in a safe position on 
shore. Sails were left bent, but securely furled and 
covered. Ropes that were not unro'C'e were carefully 
hauled taut, so as to prevent our being kept a.wake 
during a gale of wind by an uninterrupted “ devil’s 
tattoo ”—that is, the continual flapping of a rope 
against a spar, which produces a very aggravating 
and monotonous sotBid. 

’Former expeditions were supplied with Sylvester’s 
warming apparatus, which, by means of pipes leading 
along the whole length of the ship, warmed the 
“ between decks ” with hot air. The only means for 
heating the vessel'at our ditposal were by stoves. 
These were placed in various parts of the ship, and 
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put under the charge of men who were periodically 
selected for this service. Stringent regulations were 
issued regarding the economical consumption of fuel, 
and also to guard against all accidents from fire. 

As it is necessary in all ships wintering in the 
Arctic Begions to devote.a certain place to the wash¬ 
ing and drying of clothes in which a high temperature 
can be constantly kept, we appointed for this purpose 
a compartment on the fore part of the lower deck, 
commonly called the fore-peak. The men had certain 
days during the week allotted to them for the use 
of this place, and it was found that clothes washed 
and hung up one afternoon would be invariably dry 
on the following morning. 

The vapour arising in this room did not reach the 
deck on which the men lived, but was conveyed 
through a trap hatch leading into the fore-peak to 
a large space under the top-gallant forecastle, inclosed 
by a snow wall and made its exit through an up-take 
formed of a piece of funnelling. The compartment 
was heuted by a stove, the fire in which was kept 
burning night and day. 

The very difficult q^uostion of ventilation below was 
carefully considered. It is one of the most importan,t 
and serious matters that can come under the con¬ 
sideration of the commander of an Arctic expedition. 
Nothing is so essential to the preservation of health 
as the pure and free circulation of air on the living 
deck. 

In this respect we were not so well off as our pre¬ 
decessors, for they, being supplied with the Sylvester 
heating apparatus, were able to admit a more con¬ 
stant current of air, ^d thus keep their habitable 
deck in a letter state and more free from condensa- 
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t;on than ours. We found it a very diflacult matter 
to prevent in the slightest degree the accumulation 
of moisture on the beams overhead, caused by the 
condensation formed by the number of people living 
on the dock, and by the vapour arising from the 
galley fire. Several up-tak«s ami down-takes were' 
fitted in holes cut through the upper deck in our 
attempts to remedy this serious dfcfect, but as a rule 
they had little effect in counteracting it. Men were 
incessantly employed during the winter in wiping 
the moisture off the beams with cloths. If the hatch¬ 
way doors were kept open, even for a short time, 
this moisture was at once converted into ice, which, 
of course, thawed and dripiiod immediately the tem¬ 
perature was raised. This drii) was a constant source 
of annoyance to us during the whole wint(ir, and it 
was one to which we had, in part, tO' submit. 

Whilst all these necessary preparations for the 
safety and warmth of the ship were being carried 
out, the comforts of those who were about to brave 
the rigours of an Arctic winter were not forgotten. 
Warm garments were issued, consisting principally 
of a complete suit of seal-skins and warm woollen 
gjjernseys. It must not be supposed that our seal¬ 
skins were of the same material as those soft fur 
jaclffits BO much in vogue with the fair ones at home. 
Ours w'ere obtained from the ordinary Greenland 
seals, whose skins covered with coarse bristly 
ha'irs. They were, nevertheless, quite as warm, and 
were indeed our favourite articles of clothing after 
the unpleasant aroma, which seems inseparable from 
clothing .of this description, had worn off, or until 
We had become so accustomel to it as to fail to 
notice it! 
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Carpet bootK, or moccasins made of moose-skin, 
were worn on the feet. The former were furnished 
with tops, made of dinffel, reaching as high as the 
knees, and with corlc soles over an inch thicli. “With 
any t(‘mpcratnre b('low zero leather boots and shoes, 
must be discontinued, as they freeze so hard that 
the material loses its flexibility, and renders the foot 
in consequence more liahlc to frost-hitc. iMoccasins, 
worn over a couple of pairs of hlanket wrappers, and 
a pair of thick woollen stockings reaching above the 
knee, arc undoubtedly the most comfortable foot-gear, 
and the best adapted for low temperatures. Blanket 
wrappers arc, as their name indicates, strips of 
blanket, generally about sixteen inches square, worn 
folded round the feet in lieu of socks and stockings, 
than which they arc inlinitely warmer. 

As a rule, oilicers and men were ‘dressed alike.. 
Occasionally some of the former would make their 
appearance in long fur coats with hoods that they 
had obtained from the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
store find other places in London, but the majority 
adhered to the clothing supplied to them by Govern¬ 
ment. 

A'Special winttu routine Was made out, and com¬ 
menced shortly after the return of the sledge parties. 
It was strictly adhered to through the long winter 
night that ensued. 

I must not omit to mcntic.*i the duty of keeping 
open the “ fire hole ”—a very necessary and important 
precaution, that must be taken, in order to be able 
to obtain a supply of water in case of fire breaking 
out on board. As a rule, in all ships that have 
wintered in the Arctif" Regions, the water has frozen 
below the suction valves of the pumps, thus rendering 
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J,hem totally useless. In order, therefore, to obtain 
water, a hole was invariably cut through the ice 
near the ship, which was generally placed in charge 
of the quarter-master of the watch, whose duty it was 
from time to time to clear off the young ice from its 
surface, so that at any moment water might be 
■obtained in buckets. In the “ Alert,” in consequence 
of our valves being much lowt*r, our pumps were 
never incapacitated from this cause ; still they were 
liable to be rendered useless by the water in the 
pipes becoming frozen. We therefore always kept 
our fire-hole in \torking order. It was close to the 
bow of the vessel, and was inclosed by a snow hut, 
so as to guard against the danger of anybody falling 
in whilst walking about in the dark. Jiy fixing a 
tide-pole in the hole, and by devising a self-register¬ 
ing apparatus# with a line leading from the tide-pohs 
to the forecastle of the “Alert,” we were able to 
obtain a very complete and valuable series of tidal 
observations, h'rom having the registering-guage on 
board the ship, these observations were co?itinued 
uninterruptedly, and were unaffected by gales of wind 
or bad weather, that would otherwise have prevented 
any one from going outside, the vessel in order to 
note them. 

l&hermometric observations were, as msiy be ima¬ 
gined, very carefully attended to, and the tempera¬ 
tures both inside ana ‘•utsidc the ship duly registered. 
Maximum and minimum thermometers, by which 
the greatest heat and the greatest cold for each 
consecutive twenty-four hours were recorded, were 
established in different places, and were noted every 
day at -nq^ by ah officer especially appointed for 
that duty. 

M 
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Each compartment in the ship was supplied with 
one of these thermometers, and on the living deck 
the temperatures at thi<ee different heights—namely, 
at the deck, about half-way up, and at the beams— 
were daily registered. For the outside air one of the 
ice-saw triangles was erected on the floe, sufficiently 
distant from the ship to neutralize any influence that' 
might be derived from her presence, and on this, at 
the height of about twelve feet, were placed several 
thermometers. In addition to these, there were other 
thermometers on the hill about a quarter of a mile 
from the ship, and about one hunVlred yards above 
the level of the sea, so that we were able to obtain a 
correct mean of the true temperature of the air. We 
wore also able to ascertain the temperature of the 
snow, and the ground at different depths ; and also, by 
means of solar radiation thermometers, we succeeded, 
on the return of the sun, in getting the temperature 
due to its rays at various altitudes. 



CHAPTER XW. 

T^E ROYAL ARCrtC THEATRE. 

“ Haste tliee, Nymph, nml bring with thee 
Jest and youthful jollity, 

Qnips, and crarik.s, and wanton wiles, 

Nods, and becks, and wreathed smiles. 

Sport that w'rinkled Care derides. 

And Laughter holding both his sides.” 

MlLTOV. 

,SiR Edward Parry, during liis first and subsequent 
winters in the Arctic Regions, fully recognized the 
importance of not only exercising and improving the 
minds of those under his command, during the long 
period of enforced inaction, but also of amusing them, 
and letting them feel that they also were assisting in 
the amusement of their shipmates. To do this he 
instituted an evening school on the lower deck, the 
officers acting as teachers; and he established peri¬ 
odicals', dramatic and other entertainments, in which 
. he himself joined and took a conspicuous part. 

• His wise example lifes been generally followed by 
tlie different expeditions that subsequently wintered 
in the Arctic Regions. 

It is, in fact, very necessary to exercise both the 
physical.and mental powers of the men during the dark 
months, for when * once the jship has been safely 
established in winter quarters little work remains to 
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be done. The officers are constantly employed in 
taking and working up observations in various branches 
of science ; but the seaman has little to do but reflect 
on, and possibly brood over, his situation. It is, 
therefore, absolutely essential that some means should, 
be devised to drive from him all unpleasant thoughts, 
and to make him feel that it is in his power to relieve 
the tedium of whaf would otherwise be a long and 
monotonous winter. 

Each ship had been provided, 'before leaving 
England, with a printing-press, and an officer and 
seaman* had been instructed in its^ise. 

As soon as it was set up and in working order, the 
following 2)ro82iectus was issued by the “ firm.” 

“THE ARCTIC PRINTING OFFICE. 

“ Mossrs. GilTarcl and Symons beg to inform tho public that they, 
have obtained—at an immense cost and with infinite trouble—posses¬ 
sion of the extensive premises, lately occupied by Mr. Clements 
Marhham, situated in Trap Lane, within half a minute’s walk of tin* 
foremost Quarter Deck Ladder, and easily accessible to all parts of 
the city.' 

“The}' have fitted up their new establishment— regardless of er- 
pense —with nil the l..test inventions and mnvest tnachinery, to enable 
thorn to carry on tho noble art of printing in a style and with a 
rapidity hitherto quite unattainable. 

“ They therefore expect from tho public that support and assistance 
which it always gives to the truly deserving. 

“Charges niodemte. No credit given. All work required to be 
executed to bo paid for in advance. , 

“ N.B. Everything undertaken prorn'idy and correctly executed. 

“ H.M.S. ‘ Alert,* 

“July 28, 1875.*’ 

The “ cost ” and “ trouble ” alluded to in this pro¬ 
duction, that were expended in obtaining a convenient 
place in which to carry out the “ noble art of printing,” 
Lieutenant Giffard and Robert Symons, A.B. 
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vrei'e caused by the fact that our photoj^raphers wove 
e(jually anxious, with our printers,^ to possess them¬ 
selves of the small cabin latelj»occupied by my cousin, 
and which is so grandiloquently alluded to as “ ox- 
.tensive premises.” In fact, for some little time it 
was a very sore and vexed question between those two 
delebrated and energetic firms. Trap Lane was so 
called in consequence of the aftdr-hold being imme¬ 
diately outside the door of thp cabin; and it occasion¬ 
ally served as & very disagreeable kind of man-trap 
when, through inadvertence, the hatch had not been 
replaced. As thifi part of the ship was, during the 
early part of her commission, in total darkness, owing 
to the piles of stores that were stowed in every avail¬ 
able corner, it is no wonder that uususpcicting indi¬ 
viduals should occasionally have fallen into the trap ! 

. Our printing-press was, it is almost needless to say, 
of great use to us during the wiut(!r; for, although it 
never printed very much for the public service, it was 
constantly called into requisition for the purpose of 
striking off programmes for our dramatic an* other 
entertainments; and on such important events as 
birthdays a^d Christmas-day we indulged in the 
extravagance of printed bills of fare. On the .whole 
the printing establishment on board the “Alert” 
tended* very materially to beguile the tedium of our 
long nights, and must therefore be regarded as a 
decided success. 

Our school was opened on the Ist of November; 
from which date, until the reappearance of the 
sun, the attendance was regular and constant. It 
was composed of nearly the whole ship’s company, 
and was divided into classes ujider the direct super¬ 
intendence of the ofiicers. Reading, writing, history. 
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arithmetic, and navigation were the principal subjects 
in which the pupi's were instructed. 

The school was held on the lower deck between 
eight and nine o’clock in the evening, the classes 
occupying the different mess-tables. Only two men. 
out of the entire ship’s company were unable to read 
and write, and these two men were placed in a class 
with two others, who were unable to read and write 
English.* This class was presided over by the 
doctor, who kindly volunteered to dd^^ote himself to 
the instruction of the “ cripples,” as they were face¬ 
tiously called. '■ 

As an illustration of the improvement which has 
taken 2)lacc in the education of the men belonging 
to the Eoyal Navy during the last half-century, it 
may be mentioned that, whereas in Piirry’s time it 
was quite the exception to find a man that could, 
read or write, with us the exception was entirely 
the other way, only two men out of fifty-five being 
ignorant of those accomplishments. 

Never were seen such painstaking and willing 
scholars as our men showed themselves to be. It 
is impossible to conceive a more orderly or well- 
conducted school, and it was a pleasure to the 
masters to devote their time to classes that evinced 
such an earnest desire of acquiring knowledge as 
did those on board the “ Alert.” 

Here might be observed a s^aid old seaman, whose 
great brawny hand appeared more suited to grasp 
the marline-spike than the pen, vainly endeavouring, 
ivith his elbows squared, his weather-beaten face 
close down over his work, and his tongue thrust 

Petersen, the Danish interpreter, and the ship’s cook Dominick 
a native of Gibraltar. 
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out, to arrive at some satisfactory result in a simple 
addition sum. As a contrast to tl^is, at the opposite 
table might be seen a smart young sailor, who had 
distanced all his competitors in arithmetic, asking 
abstruse questions in mensuration of such a nature 
as to make even his tutor fe*el uncomfortable ! 

After the classes were dismissed, the men enjoyed 
an uninterrupted evening to tljbmselvcs. Games of 
various descriptions, such as ishess, bagatelle, draughts, 
and cribbage. Had been purchased for their amuscunent 
before leaving England, and were in constant reipiisi- 
tion during the wftiter. A largo S2)ace on the starboard 
side of the deck, abaft the living deck, was allotted 
to the smokers, and hero were held our dramatic and 
weekly entertainments on Tliursdays. On Hundays 
Divine service was performed in the same place. 

Books were also a source of great amusement and 
interest to many of the men who were studiously 
inclined, as the well-thumbed volumes in our library 
soon testified. Several men wrote regular journals, 
which were even kept up by a few whilst tliTy were? 
sledging. Amongst the officers, chess, backgammon, 
and a rubber in the captain’s cabin, formed the. 
vhief amusements. Although gambling is djscoun- 
tenanced (or ought to be) on board every well- 
re^ulffted man of war, we so far forgot ourselves 
as to indulge largely in this vice. Seldom was a 
game played without* a stake on the result! The. 
stakes, too, were exorbitant, frequently as much as one 
lucifer match per game! It must be remembered 
that matches were very scarce and precious articles 
with us, and it was therefore a very high and 
valuable stake. On one oec.»8ion, one of my mess¬ 
mates was so rash as to wager a tallow-candle on the 
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result of a game; but this was an offer of such, 
magnitude that no. one was suificiently brave or sport¬ 
ing to accept it. 

Among the many valuhle gifts showered upon 
us. by kind and generous friends at home was an 
excellent piano, and fortunately amongst the officers 
there was a very talented musician, to whose good' 
nature and willing efforts to please must be attributed 
many a pleasant hour, when our hearts were warmed 
by well-known airs bringing back - happy home 
memories. 

Thursday evenings were always devoted to dramatic 
entertainments, magic-lantern exhibitions, instructive 
lectures, reading, and music both vocal and instru¬ 
mental. These entertainments were kept up with 
the same spirit, and without a break, during the 
whole winter. They went by the name of our , 
“ Thursday Pops,” and afforded much pleasure and 
amusement. They were announced to the general 
Arctic public by the following printed notice, which 
was widely circulated. 


H.M.S. “ALERT.” 

" .THOESDAT POPULAR ENTERTAINMENTS. 

On Thursday, the 11th of November, 1875, will eommenoe a series 
of popular entertainments, that will consist of lectures, readings,*re. 
citations, and music, both vocal and instrumental, etc. No trouble 
or expense have been spared in obtaini^ig the services of a great 
number of the most talented men of the day. The entertainment 
will be given in the airy and commodious hall situated in Funnel Row. 


Pkoobahus; 

Astronomical Lecture (with discussion) 

Song . . “ J knew that I was dreaming ” 

Song . . “Wateroresses "I , 

Reading . “ The Jumping Prog ” . 


. Capjt. Narks, 
. Mr. Good. 
. Mr. Bbiblei. 
. Ur. Moss, 
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Spng . . “ An Englishman am I ” . . . Mr. Cank. 

Song . . “ Broken down ”.Mr. Brvant. 

Glee . . “The Wreath” Messrs. Ainsicif, Pullen, and Uawson. 

Song . . “ The White Sqnall ” .* . . . Mr. Maskell. 

God save the Queen. 

•No encores. Doors open at 7.30. Sledges may be ordered at 9 o'clock 
Messrs. GiCfard and Symons, Printing Office, Trap Lane. 


This was the first notification tesued regarding our 
weekly entertainments, and, poming out a day or two 
before the performance, it naturally caused consider¬ 
able excitement and flutter amongst the Arctic play¬ 
going world 1 * 

Except on the evenings exclusively devoted to the 
legitimate drama, these entertainments were always 
preceded by a lecture delivered by one of the ofificers, 
on some interesting and at the same time instructive 
.subject, adapted to the knowledge and intelligence 
of the audience. A list of the lectures so delivered 
cannot fail to be of interest. 


1. On astroDomj ...» 

2. A few words on magnetism 

3. On geology .... 

Ac. A few words on meteorology 

5. A few words on steam 

6. Mock moons under the microscope 

7. On light. 

•8. Aq historical lecture . 

9. A few words on astronomy 

10. Our food in the %):ctio regions . 

11. A few words on arctit plants 

12. On hydrostatics .... 

13. Sledging experiences . 


. Capt. Nares. 

. Lieut. Giifaru. 

. Capt. Fcildon. 

. Ciiout. Aldnch. 

. Mr. Wootton. 

. Dr, Moss. 

. Liout. Parr. 

, Mr. White. 

. Com. Markham. 

. Dr. Colan. 

. Rev. n. W. Pullen. 
. Lieut. May. 

. Capt. Nares. 


Nearly all the officers took part in these lectmres, 
and I have not the slightest doubt that all would 
have done so had there been^any more Thursdays 
to spare. They were eagerly listened to by the ship’s 
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company, and afforded quite as much pleasure as the 
readings and songs that followed, in the performance 
of which they all, with only one or two exceptions, 
took part. 

The first real dramatic entertainment came off oji 
the following Thursday.' Our plan was for the men 



R()Y.4Ij ARCTIC THEATRE—SCKNE FROM “ALADDIN AND THE WONDERFl 1- 
SCAMT.” 


I. 

to act one piece and the officers another, and this 
was found to work very well. But the rehearsals 
were a difficulty, and we were frequently compelled 
to shut ourselves up in our own cabins in order to 
secure the necessary quiet and privacy to enable us 
to become perfect in orr different parts. 

The costumes were, of com-se, a subject of much 
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/liscussion and deep interest. Tiic making np of 
dresses, and the manufacture of lyigs from musk-ox 
skins and oakum, sorely taKed our ingenuity and 
employed minds and fingers that had hitherto been 
. strangers to such occupations. Many were the needles 
broken, and many were the fingers pricked, before 
our ideal costumes were realized. Eidcu'down (juilts 
bad to be converted into the robe's of a lovely oriental 
princess; old uniform cog,ts were beautified with 
spangles and Iflnsel, and appeared as the fashionable 
habiliments of a dandy of the seventeenth ccaitury; 
whilst a wicked fnagician, of the Hebrew persuasioji, 
appeared in a coat of unmistakeable clerical cut. 

ligerton was an indefatigable stage manager, and 
tlie scenic arrangements under the direction of 
Hoss, wlio was also the artist, could not be excelled. 
. Aldrich at the piano (as our orchestra) was a host 
in himself, adding materially to the success of the 
entertainments. In fact, officers and men vied with 
each other in their endeavours to promote amusement 
and hilarity, and if their histrionic abilities ^ere not 
of the highest order, the zeal and energy of the actors 
fully compensated for this deficiency. 

• We enjoyed a rare freedom from harsh ill-natured 
critics. These pests do not venture across the Arctic 
Ciftler All who vifsited the Eoyal Arctic Tlieatix; 
. (re-opened after a lapse of twenty-one years) came 
' with a firm resolve to* please or be pleased. Acting 
upon this determination, our entertainments werc! 
liound to be successful. The following prologue, com¬ 
posed for the occasion by Pullen, was spoken at the 
opening of our theatre, on Thursday, the 18th of 
November, 1875. 
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“ Kind friends, with kindly greetings met to-day, 
We bid you welcome to onr opening play: 

Yoa, whose incfjlgent smile forbids the fear 
Of scomfnl wit or capaons critic hero. 

To-day we welcome yon, and not to-night, 

For all is noon with ns—all summer bright; 

And though the southeiT suu has ceased to pour 
His glittering rays upon our ice-bound shore— 

JIas ceased awhile to touch with drops of gold 
The crystal corners of our hummocks bold ; 

Wo bear a warm soft light that never fades— 

A lustrous light amid these Greenland shades; 

All trustful of each other*s love, we learn 
With steady flarno our lamp of Hope to burn; 

And suns may set, and twilights disappear— 

Tliey shall not rob us of onr Christmas cheer; 

Nor blinding drift, nor frozen wave, shall chill 
Our laughter glad—for laugh, bravo boys, we will; 
Kindling yet once again the genial glow 
Of happy English homes on Arctic floe. 

“Yet once again; for none would here forgot 
We are but sons of fathers living yet; 

In work and play alike, we but renew 
The deeds of men who taught us what to do. 

And though, more favoured than the rest, wo soar 
loftier flights than theirs who wont before; 
Though ours the boast, by skilful guidance led, 

In virgin clincos our shifting scene to spread; 

We love to read on history’s faithful page, . 

' Of ancient triumphs on our Northern stage, 

And boldly for our brave fortumnnors claim 
An Arctic ‘ cast ’ already known to famo. 

“ Now let the tell.talo curtain rise, and say 
What wo liave done to while yo r hours away. 
Such as we have, we bring you of our best, 

And to your kind forbearance leave the r^t. 

One only grief is ours, and you shall share 
With us the burden of that gentle care. 

One cherished form wo miss—one touch alone— 
One glance of love—one tender, thrilling tone. 

Ah! in the sweet honfes of our native isle 
The dear ones move, and minister, and smile. 
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We would not wish them here, but this we know, 

Their thoughts are with us every step wo go: 

Their life sets northward o’er the cold, grey sea: 

They live in wondering what bur life may be; 

And heart draws near to heart, and soul to soul, 

Till each has fouud its true magnetic polo. 

» 

** God bless and keep them in Ilis mighty hand— 

Our wives and sweethearts, and the dear old land ! ” 

• 

The prologue was warmly applauded. At its con¬ 
clusion the curtain rose, and'the following programme, 
showing the plays that were acted and the cast of 
characters, was pfoceeded with. 

THE ROYAL ARCTIC THEATRE 

Will be re-opened on Thursday next, the 18th instant, by 
the powerful dramatic company of 

Hypeuborkans ! 

Under the distinguished patronage of Capt. Karos, tho members of 
the Arctic Exploring Expedition, and all tho nobility and gentry 
t»f the noighbourh(X)d, 

The World-Wide reputation of this company is quite i^irivalled. 
Tb© manager has spared neither trouble nor expense in forming this 
(‘ompany, and has selected none but the very b(*st arttstes—the ladies 
being from England—who, having numerous ot^er engagements, can 
reniain for a shcirt time only. 

• The scenic arrangements, under the control and manipulation of 
that celebrated artist, Professor Moss, must bo acknowledged to be 
unp^rallgled in the experience of ages and of the highest order. 

The Orchestra, under the management of Signore Aldrichi (lately 
from Milan) cannot fail be appreciated by tho audience. 

# 

At 7.30 will commence the celebrated nautical farce 
THE CHOPS OF THE CHANNEL. 

CUAKACTERS : 

Leander Hellespont ^ . . , . Mr. Stuckberry. 

Mr. Counter Balance , . *'4 • 

Gratings (Steward) .... Mr. Burroughs. 
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Mrs. Hellespont ‘.Mdlle. Francombi. 

Mrs. Veneer.Mdme. Maakelli. 

Time '' . . The present day. 

Scene . . Saloon of a Boulogne steamer. 

Interval of ten minutes. 

During the interval the renowned vocalist, Mr. Stone, will sing 
The IrI'H Barwee. 

After which will be performed the screaming tragico-coinico 
burlesque entitled 

VILIKINS AND HIS DINAH. 

Characters: 

Master Grumbloton Gruffin, a rich (soap) merchant of London, 

the original parient.>k . Corn. Markham. 

Baron Boski Bumble, ancestor of the celebrated beadle, the 
original lovier so gallant and gay . . . Mr. Fgerton, 

William Wilkins, socially and convivially known as Vilikins, 
a young apprentice, in desperate love with . . Mr. Rawson. 

Dinah Gruffin, the sole feminine offspring of the above, 
mentioned soap-merchant, in love with the aforesaid 
Vilikins.Mdlle. Blanc. 

Scene 1. . . Lawn of Gruffiu’s houao. 

Scono 2. . . Interior of Gruffin’s house. 

Scene 3. . . Lawn of Gruffin’s house. 

^ God save tho Queen. 

This, the first appearance of the “Hyperboreans,” 
was eminently successful, and elicited both laughter 
and applause from our very appreciative and demon, 
strative audience. Mademoiselle Blanc (Mr. White) 
made a fascinating little Dinah of six feet , high, 
dressed in a Dolly Varden costume, whilst the other 
ladies were all that could he desired, and looked 
charming in their gorgeous silk and muslin dresses. ’ 
In this respect we had a decided advantage over 
omr consort, the “Discovery;” for her space on 
board being somewhat limited, the building of an 
ice theatre on the i^e became” necessary. Here, 
though the building was spacious and elegant, the 
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temperature was rarely above zero! ^^The ladies were 
therefore unable to indulge in loj? dresses, and a 
close observer might have detected underclothing 
composed of seal-skins beneath their otherwise gay 
and brilliant costumes. 

Occasionally, as the two following bills will show, 
we were agreeably surprised by the announcement 
of an entire change of programme. 

H.M.S. AL*ERT.” 

THURSDAY POPS. 
fDecember 16th, 1875. 

Great attraction ! The latest novelty of the season !! 

The Wizard op the North!!! 4^ For one night only !!!! 

Programme : 

The entertainment will commence with 
A PEW Words on Steam . . Mr. Woollen. 

After which the only and veritable 
Wizard op the North, 
en route to hia hyperborean domicile, 
will exhibit and expound some of his original and inimitable illusiouM 
and feats of prestidigitation, consisting of the following wondtn fnl 
and startling tricks:— ’ 

The vanishing ogg. 

The magic die. 

The mysterious sixpence. 

The magic shawl. 

A startling surgical operation. 

The marvellous watch trick. 

Tricks with cards. 

The magic bag trick. 

The wbnde^ul generating hat. 

•The astounding prestidigitorial metamorphosis, performed with 
an egg and silk handkerchief. 

The inexhaustible bottle. 

Our very able and renewed pianist, Licnt. Aldrich, will, as usual, 
preside at the orchestra. 

To com^ienco at 7.30 precisely. 

God save the Qr^en. 

Messrs. Gilfard and Symons, Printing Office, Trap Lane. 
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'thdbsday pop^, 

t H.M.S. “ALERT.” 

January 20th, 1876. 

GRAND PHANTASMAGORIAL EXHIBITION 
and 

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT. 

To commence with 

A FEW Words on A.steonomt, by Com. Markham, 
Illustrated by the aid of a magic lantern. 

To be follo^'ed by a series of 
Dissolving Views, 

Consisting of coloured representations of 
Remarkable places in England, 

. Photographic sketches of foreign countries, etc. 

After which, the wonderful and 8tar*iing adventures o^ 
SiNDBED THE SaILOB 
Wiil bo related by the Rev. H. W. Pullen, 

In the next place Com. Markham will give a life-like and 
entertaining display of various specimens in 
Natural History ; 
and 

Lieut. Aldrich will recite the true and touching 
’ Tale of a Tub. 

To conclude with some highly amusing 
Comic Scenes. 

To commence at 7.30 precisely. 

God save the Queen. 

Messrs. Giffard and Symons, l^rinting Office, Trap Lane. 

These amusements may be considered light and 
frivolous, for men engaged iiti such a serious under¬ 
taking as that upon which we were embarked; still 
they all tended to one point—namely, the successful 
issue of the enterprize. For they kept the min^s 
of the men employed with pleasanf and agreeable 
thoughts, drove away all feelings of tedium and 
dulness, and thus assisted largely in promoting the 
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general well-being and satisfactory sitnitary condition 
of the expedition during the long n^ht of nearly one 
hundred and fifty days. They enectually banished 
despondency, and assisted m making all hands 
cheerful, happy, and contented. 



CHAPTER XV. 

WINTER OCCUPATIONS AND AMUSEMENTS. 

“ Darkness, Light’s eldest bfotlier, his birthright 
Claimed o’er this world, and to hoavor.' chased light.” 

Don.ve. 

“ Behold the wandering moon 
Riding near her highest noon, 

Like one that hath been led astray 
Through the heavens’ wide pathless way; 

And oft as if her head sho bowed. 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud.” 

Milton. 

The sun, as has been mentioned in a previous chapter, 
took itii final departure on the 11th of October. From 
this date darkness gradually settled upon us, reaching 
its greatest intensity on the 21st of December. The 
type of a leading article in the Tiiim newspaper waj,s 
taken liy us as a test of the darkness. This was last 
read in the open air at mid-day on the 6th of Novem¬ 
ber, and then only by a few with a great dial of 
difficulty. Many unsuccessful attempts were made 
on subsequent days. For a fortnight on either side 
of the 21st of December, the difference in the light 
between noon and midnight, on a clear day, was 
almost imperceptible, on a dull day it was quite in¬ 
appreciable. Occasionally, at other times, at mid¬ 
day a faint luminous’band might be observed along 



IVlJTTEB, 1875 ] 


GVY FAWKES DAT. 170 

tlie southern horizon, but this was jfll the indication 
we had of the ditference between da/and nipiht. 

We did not forget to celebrate on the ‘21st of October 
the Battle of Trafalgar, remembering tliat our great 
.naval hero. Nelson,* was himself an old Arctic navi¬ 
gator. Our caterers provided us witli a good dinner, 
and we wore regaled, as a great indulgence on such 
an auspicious occasion, with an extra glass of wine! 
Two elaborate bills of fare wjire placed on tlu* table, 
on one of which was very creditably sketclied the 
“ Alert ” in winter tprartei’s, <and on the other was de¬ 
picted the Battle* of Trafalgar, with the motto on 
each, “England expects every man this day to do his 
duty! ” As there was a good dinner on the table, 
and the cold weather had 7nade us wondrous hungry, 
we all responded nobly to the call! 

. The 5th of November was another anniversary that 
could not pass unnoticed. On that evening the efligy 
of Guy Fawkes, ingeniously stuffed with s(juihs and 
seated on a cask well smeared with tar, was duly 
paraded round the upper deck, accompanied Tty tlie 
drums and fifes playing tins “ Bogue’s March.” it 
Was then dr.agged, on a sledge, to the summit of a 
neighbouring hummock, and there solemnly hujiit in 
presence of the whole ship’s company. The hand 
coiittnucd to play until the lips and fingers of the 
Jifers Became so frost-bitten that they were com])elled 
•to desist. It was a r/tvel sight to see the dusky 
forms of the men, elad in seal-skins, dancing round a 
blajsing fire on the top of an enormous mass of ice, 
whilst in the background was the ship with her masts 
and yards thickly coated with snow, and all her ropes 

Nelson served aa a midshipman o.| board the “ Carcas«.” in 
t'’*vptain J?hipps’ North Polar Expedition in 1773. 
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clearly defined ' a the bright “bonfire light.” A 
beautiful balloon manufactured by Moss out of 
various coloured tissue-papers, also formed a pro¬ 
minent feature in the evening’s display. Unfortu¬ 
nately, shortly after it was released, and before it had. 
ascended to any very great height, it caught fire and 
was quickly consumed. 

It must not be supposed, because I enumerate all 
the little incidents connected with the amusements of 
the men, that other and more important work was 
neglected. On the contrary, the officers were unceas¬ 
ingly engaged during the winter in taking scientific 
observations in their respective departments; each 
officer being awarded some special subject. These 
included observations in astronomy, magnetism, elec¬ 
tricity, meteorology, tides, sjiectrum analysis, obser¬ 
vations for the detection of the polarization of light,, 
chlorine, and specific gravity estimations. The 
pursuit of these investigations was at times a matter 
of great difficulty and extreme personal discomfort. 
It necessitated attendance in, and consequent exposure 
to, a temperatup many degrees below zero, for several 
hours at a time. Under these circumstances it is 
no easy matter to handle delicate instruments, the 
manipulation of which, even in a temperate climate, 
requires the utmost care and caution. Made ext^’einely 
brittle by the intense cold, a fall to any of the”small, 
metal movable parts of an Instrument, such as the ■ 
needles, would be fatal, yet it is almost impossible 
to touch them with the uncovered hand. The breath 
freezing on the arcs and verniers of the instruments 
during the time of observation, and on the glasses of 
the telescopes and mirrors, adds seriously to the 
difficulty; whilst the unequal contraction of different 
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metals during intensely cold weathef renders some of 
the instruments totally useless. f 

ParaseleniB, or mock mooifs, and auroras were of 
frequent occurrence, but none of the latter were suffi- 

• ciently bright to call for special mention. Those 
phenomena were always carefully examined, and the 
results recorded. As a rule the auroras consisted of 
faint coruscations darting across the heavens through 
the zenith, frequently in the*form of an irregular arch 
terminating at'each end on the horizon, and generally 
accompanied by various small luminous patches. 

The lunations 6 f the moon were periods that were 
always looked forward to, and gladly welcomed, 
affording as they did, on clear bright days, a marked 
contrast to the gruesome darkness that generally 2)re- 
vailed. These clear days were not inai)pro2)riately 

• termed “ moony ” ones, and were taken advantage 
of to perform all work that was considered necessary 
outside the ship, 

** Bising in clouded majesty, at length 
The moon unveiled her peerless light 
And o’er the dark her silver mantK threw.” 

• Even on these bright silvery “ moony ” dayfjut was 
unsafe to venture to any distance from the ship, as 
thtf s^den “ veiling of her peerless light ” by fog or 
. clouas would produce total darkness, and so prevent 
■ the unfortunate wanderer from finding his way back. 

Great attention was paid to the important duty of 
seeing that a proper amount of exercise was taken 
by every soul on board. Open-air exercise was the 
more essential to health, because the air we breathed 
on board was not as pure as might be desired. This 
was inevitable, and the evil c^uld only be partially 
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counteracted by ^strict attention to tlie enforcing of 
outdoor exercise. '■ A walk was constructed along the 
floe near the ship, for a distance of half a mile, marked 
at every two or three yards hy small heaps of empty 
preserved meat tins, placed there by our industrious • 
doctor. We were thus able to take our exercise along 
this promenade even on the darkest day, and the 
number of times thalt each individual walked up and 
down during the day was proudly recounted at the 
dinner-table. The darkness prevented walks to any 
greater distance for a considerable time. This then 
was our fashionable lounge, and was called the 
“ Ladies’ Mile ” after the drive of the same name in 
Hyde Park. 

Our greatest annoyance was undoubtedly caused by 
the incessant drip in our cabins and elsewhere on 
board. So bad was it that all books had to be re- • 
moved from the shelves, or from any position where 
they were in contact with the ship’s side or the beams 
overhef^d. Especially over our beds did we suffer, 
and could only make certain of a dry night’s rest by 
taking the precaution of nailing a blanket over the 
bed, or sloping one as an awning! No means that 
we co’bld devise, although many experiments werd 
tried on the living deck of the men as well as by the 
officers in their cabins, lessened the condensation,from 
which we suffered, and which increased with any rise 
of temperature. One officer vTent so far as to light, 
and keep burning for a whole day, no less than fifty- 
two candles and one lamp in his cabin, hoping by 
these means to dry it thoroughly; but although it 
answered the purpose for a day or,two, at an enormous 
cost, it was soon as ba/i as ever. During the time of 
his illumination he succeeded in raising the temperature 
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of his cabin from 40” to 75”! It is^h cidodly unjiloii- 
sant, whilst writing, to have a C(/itimial stream of 
water iiouring down upon your liead and njxm yonr 
paper; yet it is impossible to prevent tips disagree¬ 
able drip. 

One of my messmates, more fortunate than bis 
brother officers, bad brought an umbrella with him, 
and this being spread over bis tbair protected him 
from the wet, and thus enabled him to read or write 
in comparative* comfort, and, what was perhaps of 
greater consequence, with the perfect ])reservation of 
bis temper. 

It may appear like affectation on my part when 1 
say that any rise of temperature, during the winter, 
was viewed by us with dissatisfaction. Clad as we 
were to resist a cold of many degretis below zero, we 
•were made absolutely uncomfortable by the heal when 
the thermometer indicated any degnie with a -1- sign. 
The only real good that we derived from such a rise 
of temperature was tliat we were able more freely to 
tbi'ow open the doors leading down to the lower deck, 
and thus admit a thorough circulatum of fresh air; 
on one occasion during the month of November the 
temperature rose as high as 23”, and in Decemtier it 
reached the unprecedented height (for that season of 
the*y/ar) of 35°! These, of course, were only occa¬ 
sional jumps, never; of long duration, and were ajijia- 
rqntly produced by galds of wind from the S.W. Our 
experience at the “ Alert’s ” winter quarters was that 
a breeze of wind raised the temperature, and that ofir 
coldest weather was always registered on perfectly still 
and clear days! ^During boisterous tempestuous 
weather the pack, although st'^tionary, moaned and 
groaned weirdly, as if unhappy gnomes, imprisoned in 
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the cold grasp ofjjlie frozen sea, were bewailing their 
hard fate, and i leading for release from their icy 
fetters. The young ice, too, in the vicinity of the ship 
cracked in a most alarming manner, each crack being 
accoin])anied by a sharp and loud report, and formed ■ 
great fissures, leaving the surface, which had hitherto 
been smooth and level, rugged and uneven. Well 
might the “ Ancient Mariner,” describing such a 
scene, say— 

“ It. cmckod and j^rowled, and roared and liowled, 

Like noiscB in a Hwoniul/' 

This movement of the ice, slight as it was, exposed 
the ‘‘ Alert ” to gi’eat i)ressure, and although it did not 
amount to an actual “ nip,” nor did it in any way 
cause injury to the ship, it made her list over several 
degrees. Now, as we in the ward-room were on a 
limiteil allowance of wine, namely two glasses a day," 
this lu'oling over of the vessel caused us great annoj-- 
ance, as it prevented our glasses from being filled to 
the brim, a custom that had been rigidly followed out 
since leaving England. This curtailment of our 
‘‘ rights,” as wc,.were pleased to call them, was very 
naturallj' regarded with a certain amount of disfavour. 
In oriler to lesson, if we could not entirely rectify this 
evil, we supplied ourselves with ingeniously made 
little wedges, which, being placed under the lee fiide of 
the wine-glass, brought it so nearly upright that we 
succeeded in very nearly getting our full allowance. 

The birthdays of the otlicers were invariably cele¬ 
brated by the best dinners that our indefatigable and 
energetic caterers could provide, always having in 
view the chance of the ship spending three winters in 
the Arctic Eegions. a special indulgence we were 
also allowed on these occasions a glass of port wine 
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lifter dinner, n treat that wo ordinarily liad only twiif 
a week. The composition of tiny iiu'iiiis for tliesi' 
sumptuous feasts was alway« a suliject of anxious 
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Mulli^^atawny. 

I’OISMI.N.S. 

Puj^Mise i\ lu C<ruvi*ittire do liJiiiM’.* 

KMUr F''. 

Petite PitoH d’lfoiiiard A la (Muikhi* f 
Itng^iioiie li la Pain nHi. * 

Pklkvi's. 

Mouton rAti A I’An^dais. Ton^^iee on (iimhaN. 
Knthkmfts. 
i’oudin mix JlaiNiiiH. 

Planc^mangi'i' A la iliiniinork. 

Petite pAt#» d'llubiH A la placo d'Kceloslon. 

* Dfsskht. 

Poiulin f/lftcc A iu IlypcrlKiroari. 

Pi{fOos. Nocc. 

GAtcau A I'lrlanduie. 

Cafe ct Liqueur a la Jeeson. 

November lUA, 1M75. 

Blanket wrappers were art’files of wearing apparel. 
Tbe name of the cook was aunt. 


186 


FBESn MEAT. 


[Winter, 


care and forethought on the part of those who were 
entrusted with fiais important duty. Long and 
earnest were the consulteitions that were held, before 
one of them was satisfactorily composed and placed 
in the printer’s hands. 

As we were living in a land in which little could 
be obtained in the way of change, the object was to 
diversify as much as* possible the names of the same 
viands, so as to make the guests believe that the 
dinners were entirely different. The iiamos given to 
some of the dishes were decidedly original. On the 
previous page is the first printed bill of fare that was 
placed on the table. 

Shortly after the ship had b(>en established in winter 
quarters, a careful calculation was made of the amount 
of fresh meat we possessed. 

By fresh meat, I mean meat of the musk-oxen and 
sheep that we had killed, and not the fresh preserved 
meat, of which wo had an ample supply. It was 
found wi! had sufficient to yield fourteen meals, at the 
rate of one pound per man iier meal. It was, there¬ 
fore, determined, to issue a fresh meat meal twice 
every three weeks, and, at the doctor’s recommend¬ 
ation, Uiis was done on two consecutive days. In his- 
opinion this method of apportioning it was the most 
conducive to health. it 

fleer, of which we had been provided with ten hogs¬ 
heads specially brewed for us hj' Allsopp, was issued, 
so long as a cask was “ on tap,” twice a week. On 
these days half the allowance of spirits only was 
served out. 

On Sundays Divine service was regularly performed 
between decks; the morning and evening services 
being read on alternat< Sundays. 
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. Prayers were read daily on the ypper decli. The 
Holy Coniiminion was celebrated oi^ the lirht Sunday 
ill every montli. Coirsideriii^ tlie'sniall number of 
men from anioiif' whom tlie choir was selected, and 
the necessarily alight amount of practice tliey could 
have, the singing at climeh was very creditable. 
Aldrich played the accompaniment on a harmonium 
that we had obtained from the \vard-room oflicers of 
the “Valorous,” before partiiy'company with that ship 
at Disco. The. credit of originating and instructing 
the choir was, of course, due to Pullen ami .\ldricli. 

Medical inspoclions were held regularly on the first 
day of each month, when eveiy ollicer and man was 
minutely questioned and exaiuiued. Nothing could 
he more satisfactory than the, medical report of the 
sanitary condition of the men at the conclusion of 
.these examinations. 

The amount of compulsory open-air exercise that 
had to ho taken by each man was two hours a day; 
hut most of the men, that is to say all the worliing 
Imnds exclusivi' of cooks, stewards, and servants, wiwe 
invariably at work, onfuhle tlie sliii), for at least five 
hours a day. A x'ery favourite and at the same time 
healthy pastime of the men in their leisure hours, 
when the moon was up, was that of “ tahogganing.” 
Thts consisted in dragging one of our small satellites 
or dc^-sledges to the summit of a neighbouring hill, 
and then coming down/two or three on the sledge, at 
the rate of about sixty or seventy miles an hour! 
The men enjoyed this amazingly, and used to I’ace 
one sledge against another. As they wore not very 
e.xpert in the management of these “ tahoggans,” .and 
had little confidence' in their own steering, they xvould, 
when, they saw there was a c.^ance of their sledge 
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coming to grief, Humble out and roll for some distance 
after it. Fortui^ately the snow was soft and they 
never came to harm. 

Eawson, who had acquired a knowledge of this 
sport in Canada, was the hrst to introduce it in the 
far north. The de.xterity with ivliieli he managed his 
“ taboggan ” was marvellous, and he would frequently, 
aceomiianied by one of his messmates, come down 
tlie steep side of one of the highest floebergs in the 
vicinity of the ship. Poor “ Nellie ” could never 
understand whence the motive power of these machines 
was derived, and used to rusli round barking at us in 
a frantic manner when we first startl'd, until left far 
behind iilunging in the soft snow and struggling to 
keep pace with us. 

It was wonderful how this dog withstood the cold. 
The colder the day the more she appeared to enjoy it,, 
dashing about in the soft fine snow and picking up 
pieces of ice in her mouth for the purpose of having 
them thrown for her. It must be remembered that 
for any one of us to touch a piece of ice with the un¬ 
covered hand in a temperature 50° below zero would 
have been a very serious matter; yet Nellie was able, 
in the same temperature, to carry pieces of ice, or 
bits of metal or stone, in her mouth for hours together. 
The only cause of annoyance to the poor old loggie 
was the caking or balling of the snow between her 
toes, which used to trouble her a good deal. To 
obviate this, four little flannel moccasins were made 
for her feet; but, although she enjoyed wearing them 
and seemed to be proud of her appearance in them, 
they had to be discontinued, as we were afraid that 
the tying them on sufficiently tight to prevent their 
coming off might stpp the circulation of the blood 
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»nd tliiis prodiico frost-bite. On tli* wliolo, however 
Nellie throve wondorfiilly well, and i/ntil the following 
Runnner enjoyed perfect health- ShC was my constant 
companion wherever I went, attendinf- me (iiiriiiR my 
walks, and lying curled up at my feet in tlie observ¬ 
atory during the long hour.s that I was cmjiloyed 



NFM.IK. 


tHkiiig magnetic observations. She always slej.t in 
•in arm-chair m my cabin, being provided with her 
own 1 tie blanket, on which her name was embroiden d. 

U'fore concluding this chapter it will bo as well to 
It a e an interesting and rather curious incident con¬ 
nected with one of our Eskimo ^ogs. 
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In Aldrich’s slfedge journey to Cape Joseph Henry, 
one of his dogs (S^llie), being attacked with a fit, had 
to be east off froih the team and was no more seen by 
him during that journey. 

On crossing the floe with my sledge party about 
a week after, we were suddenly joined, to our great 
surprise, by an Eskimo dog which the men readily 
recognized as Sallie*; all our attempts to make her 
approach were unsuccessful, although she followed us 
at a distance during the day and hovered round our 
camp, picking up scraps of pemmiean that had been 
purposely hd't out for her during'the night. She 
eluded all attempts at being caught, running away on 
the ice and disappearing amongst the hummocks. 
She followed us faithfully, at a distance, until the 
day we returned to the ship, when she vanished 
altogether. She was last seen on tlie floe about four 
miles from the “ Alert.” 

Amid the many pri'parations for the winter, poor 
Sallie. yas forgotten and had almost passed out of 
recollection altogether, when one day in December, 
more than tiro jnonths after she had been last seen, 
a strange dog was ol)S(>rved hovering round the ship. 
This strange dog proved to be the long-lost Sallie ! • 

No amount of coaxing would persuade her to come 
near us, and she was eventually ckiven off b> the 
other Eskimo dogs, and took refuge on the pack." On 
the following day she again ""aiade her appearance, 
and this time we succeeded in getting her on board 
and into a place of safety. She was terribly thin and 
emaciated; but being well cared for and attended to, 
she rapidly jiicked up, and was eventually the 
strongest and best dog in our whole team. 

The question as to 'low she had e.xisted during her 
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long absence from the ship was a difficult one to solve. 
At first it was surmised that she liad attaclied lu'rsolf 
to a pack of wolves; but this idea Was scouted, as no 
tracks had been seen to lead (is to Ix'lievc tliat these 
animals existed in our neiglibourhood. It is not 
probable that she obtained anything from the sliij) 
during the time she was missing, or tliat slie pi(!ked 
up scraps from the other dogs, for on lier appearance 
she was at once driven away by lier old companions. 
The only probable conclusion tliat we could arrive at 
was that she had supported life by hunting and 
feasting on lemmings, for the traces of these little 
animals were the only indications that we had of the 
existence, outside our own circle, of animal life. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


AN ARCTIC CHRISTMAS. 

“ So now is coino our joyful’at feast, 

Let every man be jolly, 

Eaclie rooTiie with yvie leaves is drest, 

And every post with holly; 

Now all our neighbours’ chimneys smoke, 

And Christmas blocks are burning j 
Their ovens they with baked meats choke. 

And all their spits are turning. 

Without the door lot sorrow lie. 

And if, for cold, it hap to die. 

We’ll bury’t in a Christmas pye. 

And over more be merry.” 

Wither. 

On the 21st of December the suii reached its greatest 
southern decliiiatioii. Wo felt on that day that we 
liad pause for rejoicing. The sun had arrived at the 
limit'of its southern journey, and now it would, every 
day, be travelling to the northward, and therefore in 
our direction. So rapidly had the time passed that 
Christmas stole upon us unawares, and we were only, 
reminded of its approach by the strong odour of good 
things being cooked that pervaded the whole ship, 
bringing to our minds the fact that preparations for 
its celebration had actually commenced. ' Nothing 
was omitted that could possibly add to the comfort 
and enjoyment of the men on this day. The ship’s 
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jBtores were tlirown open and they Mere allowed to 
provide themselves with an iiiiliiiiitcd amount*, so 
long as there was no waste, j)f llofir, raisins, sugar, 
and pi-eserved fruits, and in addition to the regular 
daily allowance of meat, a pound of niusk-ox bevf and 
a pound of mutton weia^ issued to ea(di inau. For 
the two previous days, during which tliey had heeii 
disturbed as little as possible, tly; men were eiig.-iged 
in making the necessary pirp.arations for siamdiiig 
their Christmas, as happily and as socially as if they 
were in a more genial cliiuate. it must be re¬ 
membered that tKis was a day looked forward to b>- 
all, not only in the light of a festival, hut beeause it 
was also regarded as the turning-point of the wiutm-. 
After Christmas every day would bring us nearer to 
the sun, whose bright face we all so ju-deiitly wished 
to welcome once more. IMoreover, Christmas-day, 
to a community situated as we weri‘, “ away Irotii the 
busy haunts of men,” must always be regarded jts an 
epoch, a day looked forward to, and wlnai passed, a 
day from which many evauits are dated. 

In addition to the supplies afforded by the store^' of 
the thip, we were largely indebted to kind, and in 
.several instances unknown, friends and well-wiehers 
to tho expedition in England for many little articles 
thatr assisted to amuse our men during this festive 
•seasofS. .^nongst these the kind and generous hidies 
'of Queenstovvn must noiTbe forgotten. These ladies 
ha’d, previous to our departure from England, formed 
themselves into a Committee, and had sent to each 
ship a large Christmas-box containing many useful, 
and indeed valuable, articles. Each olliccr received 
some little package,' personally directed to himself, 
imd every man was presented w'^h some pretty little 

o 
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ChriatmaR-box. Noibing could have been more 
happily thought of, and it would have done the fair 
donors good could they but have witnessed the i)lea- 
siu'o testified by the recipients at the distribution of 
the contents of their case. 

I must not omit to mention another Christmas-box, 
kindly scut by Mr. Mason, the inventor, I believe, 
of “ Somebody’s Luggage,” and containing all sorts 
of amusing little articles suitable either for decorating 
a table or a Christmas-tree. 

Another act of kindness on the part of our friends 
in England was also much appreciated by l)oth officers 
and men. A young lady, a relative of one of the 
officers, had taken the ti'ouble to direct a letter to 
each individual on board, containing a beautiful 
Christmas card. To make it appear as if they had 
been actually delivered through the post, a second¬ 
hand postage-stamp had been affixed to each envelope. 
Her kind forethought afforded a groat deal of pleasure 
to the recipients of those letters. 

Christmas eve was spent very merrily by all on 
board the “ Alert.” The piano was carried out from 
the ward-room to the main deck, whore dancing was 
kept "PI) with great animation until eleven o’clock! 
It is wonderful how fond the English man-of-war’s 
man is of dancing. So long as he can obtain music 
and a irartner to dance with, witliout regard tti sex, 
ho will continue to fling hfs’ legs about with great 
vigour until compelled by heat and exhaustion to 
desist! The men on board the “ Alert ” were no 
exception to this rule; one and all joined in the dance, 
and seemed thoroughly to enjoy it. Poor Aldrich did 
not get a moment’s peace. As soon as one tune was 
finished, he was cf^.'led upon for another. Polka, 
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tfeltz, and i^iilop followed cacli other in rapid siie- 
cession, oflicers and men joining alike in the giMieial 
hilarity of the evening. 

Christmas morning broke cold and clear; its still¬ 
ness occasionally interrupted by light i)nlTs of wind 
from the S.W. Divine service was performed in the 
forenoon, the pulpit being decorahsl with branehes 
of artificial holly. AVhen church was over, a little 
exercise was taken on thi^ V ladies’ mile." On my 
return I found* ray cabin brightened up by small 
twigs of variegated holly, a delicate and touching 
attention on the ]t?u't of some of my messmates, who 
had provided themselves with artificial branehes of 
this plant before leaving England, At one o’chadv, 
everything laang in readiness, the ollicers were in¬ 
vited to inspect the lower deck, I’reeeiled by our 
.driiui and fife band playing the “ lloast Heel' of Old 
England,” w'c paid a formal visit to the men’s 
quarters. The lower deck was beautifully ami taste¬ 
fully decorated W'ith flags, coloured tinsel ])a])er, and 
artificial flowers, whilst the different mess tables were 
literally groaning under the weight of jtlu! good cheer 
that adorned them. Everything had a cluierfiil and 
comfortable ap 2 iearancc, and, above all, the ritdiant 
healthy-looking faces, beaming with pleasure, that 
so ^oivlially and heartily greeted us with the com- 
plimftrts of the sei^son. Of course, dancing was the 
lirominent feature of thJ afternoon, Aldrich, with his 
usual good nature, being again victimized at tlu^ 
piano. At six o’clock, for on such an important 
occasion we departed from our usual dinner hour 
of half-past two, wo all assembled in the w'ard-room 
for dinner, and grfat was our astonishment and 
delight at seeing in the centre\of our table a mag- 
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nificent bouquet of artificial flowers. This was, .1 
believe, the happy thought of a lady who had recently 
been admitted into the, circle of “Arctic relations.” 
The bright-coloured flowers, reminding us of home 
associations, were more thoi'oughly appreciated than 
even the good dinner which was provided for us, for 
wliich reference must be made to the following menu, 
composed by Pullen i— 

II.M.S. “AT.EllT.” 

A la soup is tho foiage wo favour, 

Ami soles fx’iod an nainrel servo ns for 'ish } 

Wo have cutlets anti "reen jiens of elegant flavour— 
llcef ffamislicd with inii.shrooms—a true Knglisb dish. 

Then a mountain of beef from onr cold Greenland valleys, 
Overshadowing proudly boiled ninttun haixl by, 

Till our af)petitc, waning, juat jdayfnlly dallies 

With a small slice of ham—then gives in with a sigh. 

For lo ! a real English plum-pudding doth greet us,' 

And a crest of bright lu)lly adorns its btdd brow ; 

Whilo tho choicest mince pies are yet waiting to meet ua : 

Alas! aro we equal to meeting them now ? 

So wo drink to onr Queen, and we drink to the maiden, 

Tho wife, or.the mother, that holds us most dear; 

Ami may wc and our consort sail homo richly laden 
With the spoils of success, ore December ixext year! 

In addition to the bill of fare, tho annexed poem by 
the same accomplished author was printed and placed 
in front of each member of the mess. 

On this glad Christmas Day, 

While happy bells arc flinging 
0*or bright lands far away 
Their burst of joyous singing, 

We love to think that each sweet lay, 

Tliat sets those echoes ringing, 

Hushed music from our icy bay 
To lovingl'heartB is bringing. 
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Hushed music that shall tell 
llou' He has left us never, 

Ill whcxscdeiip .sij'ht wo dwell, 

Who aids our hi^h ei^deavour; 

Who, from the hearts tluit lovo ijs wt'll, 

Our sluu't lives \i ill md nevep, 

For whose j?oo<l «,dfts|)nr breasts sliaP swell 
With grateful praise for ever! 

Our drum and fifo baud, of their own acoord, played 
several airs very creditably duriii<' our dinner, wliicb 
was brought to^a conclusion by a few short speed les. 
In the cvonhig dancing was again kept up witli great 
animation; every/one appeared cheerful and happy, 
in no region of the world could this Christiua.s-(la\ 
liavo been spent with more! mirth and more; genuine 
fellowship than it was by the littb^ band of explorers, 
so far removed from all home ties and associations, 
who were celebrating it that day, in a lalitude farthei- 
north than man had over before peiu^traled. 

On reviewing the events of the year we felt wo had 
much to be thankful for. We liad sueeeeded, in spite 
of many dangers and dillieulties, in establ)slii«g our 
ship in winter quarters in a position farther north 
than even some of the most sanguine lutd, at one time, 
dared to hoi)e. Tho English Hag had h(;en displayed, 
both by sea and by land, in a higher northern lalitude. 
tha\j a^jy flag had ever before been seen, and although 
^our prospects of further exi)loration in a northerly 
.direction were somt-what,damped, owing t(; the land 
trending west, we knew that there was much to he 
done during the ensuing year in defining and exploring 
the coasts to tlie east and to the west. A wide field 
of exjdoration was still before us, and there was much 
useful work to be done during the ensuing spriug iu a 
liithcrto unknown region. 
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Half our winter had passed, and although the long 
dark night of one hundred and fifty days might, by 
some unac(juainied with the many resources we 
possessed to while away the time, be considered dull 
and monotonous, monotony and despondency were 
unknown on board the good ship “ Alert.” We all' 
looked forward with eager hope to the return of the 
sun, strong in our determination to do our best, and 
with our appetites for sledging considerably whetted 
by the initiation we had received during the autumn. ‘ 

Hitherto wo had, with one exception, enjoyed perfect 
immunity fioiii sickness, and we all thought that if 
there was no cold weather in the Arctic Kegions to 
jiroduce frost-bites, the appointments of medical 
oflicers to the expedition, so far as their professional 
(pialilications were conceioicd, were undoubted sine- 
eures. The frost-bites had, however, been very severe, 
and at the end of the year there still remained on the 
sick list four of the poor fellows who had been attacked 
during the autumn sledging, three of whom had 
suflfeii'd amputation of the big toe. 

Compelled to keep to their beds, the winter to them 
must have, indeed, been wearisome; but no word of 
complaint was ever uttered by them, and they a 2 )pearcd 
as cheerful and in as good spirits as the best of us. 
Their only distress was the idea of not being ^ilkwed, 
in consequence of their misfortune, to participate ig 
the spring campaign. The .sequel, however, proved,, 
although they took no part in the e.vtended sledging 
operations, how well and how nobly they worked in 
their brave endeavours to assist and succour their 
l»oor, weak, and stricken comrades; but we must not 
anticipate. * 

We had hitherto ^experienced, in comparison with 
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what we had been led to expect, tolerably mild weather, 
as Arctic winter Aveather goes; and the cold liad not 
been so severe as we anticipated ; —4(i'5" or 781" below 
freezing-point being, up to tfie end (jf tlie year, the 
minimum temperature registered. This was by no 
means an uncomfortable temperature, although super¬ 
ficial frost-bites, especially on the noses and cheek¬ 
bones, were of constant occurrence. Solitary walks 
were, of course, proliibited am! it was particularly 
impressed upop every one that, when they were 
absent from the ship, they were carefully to wa,t<‘h 
their companions^ faces in order to detect a frost-bit<' 
at once, and so be able to restore circulation before 
permanent injury could be sustained, b’ace-covers 
W'ere occasionally worn, but wei’e not in vei-y great 
favour. They have the disadvantage of freezing to 
the face, which they also conceal, and so prevent a 
comrade from seeing and reporting a frost-bite. 

In the neighbourhood of our winter fjuarters there 
had, up to this time, been a remarkable absence of 
all animal life. Occasionally the (piarter-tn.asters 
would report that during the night they heard tlir- 
howling of wolves in the distance, and on<! night the 
Eskimo dogs, who wei'c lying curled up in the; snow 
outside the ship, made a suddi n rush for the gangway, 
and e^unced great eagerness to get on board. This 
staigpede was attributed to the presence of wolves, 
but no tracks of these animals had been seen to justify 
cAir arriving at such a conclusion. With the exception 
S9metimes of a peculiar, whistling, moaning sound, 
caused by the rise and fall of the ice with the tide, the 
stillness of the nights was undisturbed. 

We had long been aware that the ice of which this 
part of the polar sea was composed consisted of huge 
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massive floes, not of a few seasons’ formation, but 
the creation of ages, real thick-ribbed ice. Except 
along the west cohsts of Banks and Prince Patrick 
Islands, no such ice had ever before been met with in 
the Arctic Regions. It therefore became desirable to 
apply to it a special name by which it might be 
provisionally known. After some discussion. Captain 
Nares decided upon calling the frozen sea, on the 
southern border of whhih we wore wintering, the 
“ Palroociystic Sea,” the name being derived from 
the two Greek words waXatog ancient, and KpvaraXXog 
ice. This term was used for the g.?oat frozen polar 
sea during the remaining period of our detention on 
its borders.* 

Atmospheric phenomena, such as halos and 
paraselcnaD, were hy no means uncommon, and occa¬ 
sionally wo were astonished by the heavenly bodies, 
behaving, as it appeared to us, in a very eccentric 
manner. On one occasion the star Aldebaran was 
reported to be jumping about in a strange way. Such 
unusual behaviour on the part of a star brought us 
all up in the cold, and there, sure enough, was Alde¬ 
baran doing exactly what was reported, and altogether 
conducting itself in a very erratic and unstarlike 
manner. The illusion was caused by the fall of minute, 
and imperceptible, frozen p.articles; but it was. some 
time before we could satisfy ourselves that the staa was 
not actually in motion, manj of the men remaining to 
this day unconvinced. One of our Scotch quarter¬ 
masters informed me, some time afterwards, that it 

• The woni nmy not bo formed on strictly acenmte principles, but 
it is sufficiently CApivssivc of the foct it is intended to represent, and 
it is now endeared to us by association and by common usage while 
serving in the far north. 
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was a “ vara curious star ; ” and although the laws of 
refraction were e.xplained to him, ho still persisted in 
his belief that the movement pf the star was due to 
itself, and would not helicvc in any other explanation. 

At the beginning of the winter, shortly after tli(> 
return of the sledge parties! tlic doctor and myself 
being busily engaged in the construction of a snow 
house on shore, observed a most.brilliant meteor fall 
apparently about a (piarter.of a mile from us, it.s 
course being frmn S.E. to N.W. It was of a briglit 
emerald-green colour, and was falling so (pii.dly and 
slowly that we ifl first thought it was a rocket, or 
Koman candle, let off by some one ash rn of the ship, 
it being distinctly visible for many seconds. When it 
arrived, in our estimation, at about forty feet from 
the giound, it suddenly burst, (lisjdaying bl ight n d 
•and green colours. It was seen by otliers, from 
different points of observation ; all being unanimous 
m their opinion that it was one of the most beautiful 
Bights, of the kind, they had ever w itnessed. 



CHAPTER XYH. 


A HAPI’l NEW YEAU. 

Tlic (lid yolir dicis on scmtlici'n skies, 

And lenlless ncsids that moan ni jl ([uiver; 

The shadows (•(•('ep o’er ocean deep. 

And silent, lake and rnstliii!' river; 

And all is {'loom around the toinh 
Of wasted moments, lost, for over. 

The new year gleams on silver slream.«, 

Wliere meadows smile in smdit glances; 

The (lark shades lice across the sea, 

And the wild wavelet laughs and dances; 

And all is bright where new-born light 
Itriiigs hope to man and golden chances. 

0 happy year! that tells ns here 
The f.ame sweet, ever-w('leomo story. 

That soon, so soon I one radiant noon 
Shall plunge in light yon summits hoary. 

That point our way through endless day 
To joyous triumiihs, home, and glory. 

II.M.S. “ Alert.” W. PfL'-Ex:’ 

Jiimtarij l,s(, 1876. ' 

The above lines, composed by the poet laureate of 
the expedition, greeted us at the breakfast table pii 
the morning of the 1st of Janutiry, 1876. 

The New Year was ushered in with every demon¬ 
stration of joy, gratitude, and hope by our little party 
assembled together, so far removed from the civilized 
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world. We were joyful beciiiisc a new year had 
dawned upon us in undiniinished nuinl)ers; f'rateful 
for the many mercies that had h*een vouchsafed to 
us, and hopeful concernin'' our future 2 »‘ospects. 
We could not look back with regret uj)ou tlu' j)as( 
year, for to us it had indeed been eventful; Inii 
officers and men looked forward to the coinin'' year 
with feelings of coulidence, resolutely deteriniued 
faithfully to iierform their duties, placing (heir trust 
in Him who had hitherto so well watched over and 
lirotccted tliem, and lirm in their reliance on llis 
continued aid an4 sui»port. 

It is generally the custom in the navy to strike the 
bell sixteen times at midnight on Xew Year's eve- 
eight bells for the old year and eight bells for the 
new ! Of course with us this custom was rigi'lly 
. adliered to; but not only did we strike si.xtein hells 
at our midnight, but we also struck the same number 
at six minutes to eight, which, allowing for the, i-xact 
difference in time, would be midnight in I'lnglaml, so 
that we had at least the satisfaction of knowing that 
our bell was being employed in tin; same way as 
many others in the navy at the same time. 

, Perhaps it may be interesting to my readers to 
know exactly how we received the New Year! 1 will, 

tlftreforo, quote my remarks as they appear, word for 
. woBfl, in my journal. 

“At five minutes to twelve, we all congregateil 
round the ward-room table, on which was spread a 
8umi)tuoU8 cold collation, consisting of a rrul I'lnglish 
ham, IJologna sausages, brawn, and sardines. Strong 
whiskey punch, in the browing of wliicb all had a 
share, was ladled *out to each, and from the enco- 
miujus which were passed on its flavour and strength. 
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the old proverb that ‘ too many cooks spoil the broth •’ 
waa coinpJeteJy upset. As the bell struck, a neat 
little speech was made by our orator the doctor, the 
compliments of the season were wished to all, nor 
were those at homo forgotten, our glasses were 
emptied, and then in true Highland fashion, with one 
foot on the table, the other on our chair, and with 
hands joined, wo all cang ‘ Auld lang syne,’ the drum 
and fife hand accompanying us outside, the song being 
taken up by the men on the lower deck, who, true to 
their tastes, had hcon ‘ daiirtmj out the old year.’ 
Such was the manner in which the year 1876 was 
inaugurated in latitude 82° 27' N., whore no human 
being had ever welcomed a new year before.” 

A more cheerful, happy, and contented party it 
would be difficult to imagine anywhere; utterly 
oblivious of the solemn darkness and desolate sterility • 
that prevailed without, they thought only of the 
“joyous triumph” that they hoped to achieve, and 
tluai of. their return to old I'lngland. Everything 
wore a cheerful aspect. No leader could have more 
reason to be 8i),tisfied with the health and spirits of 
those under his command, than Captain Nares on the 
1st of -Tanuary, 1876. 

On that morning, at the usual monthly medical 
inspection, he had the satisfaction of receiving the 
report that the men were in a bet+cr state of he.ilth 
than they were at the last examination. Ajopetites, 
which during mid-winter had been waning, had 
gradually returned. So contented were we, that 
many were actually pitying om." friends in England, 
because they were unable to enjoy such delicious 
musk-ox beef as was put on our 'table for dinner on 
Now Year’s day! 
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Our first crop of mustard and cress was (^'atlicicd 
"bn the 2ud of January. It was not an ahiindant one, 
but thci'o was suflicicnt to ^'ivc a *1110111111111 to each 
pffson, and what little we jiad Avas certainly very 
refreshing. It had grown ii]) devoid of all colour, and 
had a A'cry vashcd-uut. aiipearanci'. 'I'lie garden was 
a small shalloAvbox kept close to tlii' ward-room stove. 
In conscipicnce of the success alti^'iidiiig this—our first 
—attempt at agriculture, several gardens were started, 
and we were eng,bled to issue, at dilTerenl times, small 
quantities of this excellent aiitiscorlmtic; though how 
far the loss of Colour detracts from ifs medicinal 
qualities is a difliciilt prohlein to solve. Although the 
colour was absent, the fresh h/.s/c appeared to remain, 
there being no iierceptihlc dill’erence between that 
grown on board the “Alert,” and the same reared in 
.the heat of the sun in more favoured climes. As a 
rule, the best crops were those grown on a blanket. 

On the 8th and f)th of January we experienced a 
heavy gale of wind from the southward. It was im- 
liossiblc, whilst it lasted, to venture outside tffe shi|), 
even to take the thcrmoractric observations, although 
they could be registered only a few yards from the 
gp.ngway: they had therefore to be discontinued 
during the time the gale lasted. It bhnv for forty- 
eigkt hours with relentless fury, when it exhausted 
itseltiu fitful gusts, more or less strong, until it abated 
altogether. The housing over the ship suffered sadly 
fr6m this storm, several tons weight of snow having 
collected on it from the tremendous drift, in some 
places breaking it through, and in others “ bagging ” 
it down so as to render walking underneath an im¬ 
possibility. • 

All, our out-door establishments were completely 
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buried with snow, and we were com2)olled to send 
parties of men to excavate them, in order to effect an 
entrance at all. In fact, our men were for some time 
engaged in repairing the ravages of the storm. The 
accumulation of drift on the weather side of the ship 
was enormous, and took the form of a perfectly solid 
snow-wreath. This was caused by the eddying wind 
driving the snow from the side of the vessel to a dis¬ 
tance of about four or five feet, where it settled, resem¬ 
bling a great frozen wave, whoso ciwling crest was 
fully seven feet in height. 

On the 02>posite, or lee, side of the ship the ice had 
cracked, leaving several largo fissures, through which 
the water oozed and flowed over. The spring tides 
had also caused the sliip to rise in her icy cradle, the 
greater part of the banking having, in consequence, 
slipped through between the edge of our dock and the. 
ship’s side and disappeared. This also had to be 
rectified. Our gale of wind had undoubtedly been 
productive of much extra work, irrespective of the 
anxiety and the by no means pleasant time spent, 
during its duration : for as yet our protecting bergs 
had not inspired us with absolute confidence regarding 
the shelter tliey might afford in such tempestuous 
weather as wo had recently experienced. So well, 
liowever, did they answer our purimse during this 
gale, that all cause for anxiety was from that'time, 
removed, and for the future we felt ns safe and as • 
secure as if we had been frozen up in a well-sheltered 
and land-locked harbour. 

When the wind was at its height, a piece of musk¬ 
ox meat, suspended in the mizzen-rigging, was blown 
down, and was, of course, at once assailed by the 
Eskimo dogs who had been admitted into the ship 
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&urin" the gcalo. Fortunately it was frozen so hard 
that they were unable to get their teetli througli it, 
and although it had been some time* in their elutehes 
before it was rescued, little loss was sustaiiu'd. 

At noon on the 17 th of January, a faint tinge of 
crimson, blended with a slight silvery streak of 
twilight, could be. observed in tlie southern Iiori/.on, 
and although it was only of short, diiiiition, it became 
more decided and lasted for.a longer time on each 
successive day. .These briglit harl)iug(‘rs of returning 
light were anxiously watched, aJid gladly were they 
welcomed as theyifSsumed a more decided aj)])earane,e. 

Although there was no despomb iiey or depression 
of spirits on board the “ Alei t," the monotony of the 
long dark nights could not but be felt, and W(^ alt 
eagerly looked forward to the tiuK^ when the glorious 
Vays from our bright, though long-ab.senf, sun should 
ag.ain crown the summits of the distant hills with their 
sparkling and joyous light. All on b(»ard wen! in¬ 
terested for different reasons in the return of the sun : 
the sledge travellers, because it would bring lig^it and 
heat to cheer and sustain them on their lonesome and 
arduous journeys, which they know would bo com- 
licenced as soon after its return as possible : the sjiorts- 
Aien regarded it as the precursor of game ; ami all 
haik'd j^'ith delight the symbol of returning day and 
.the assurance of the approaching termination of their 
• long dark night. By the let of P’ebruary, those 
gifted with sharp eyesight were just able to deci[)her 
a leading article in the Timi’s on the Iloe at noon. It 
was remarked that one of our officers afflicted with 
short-sightedness was able, by the dim twilight, to 
read not only with greater ease and accuracy than 
others,, but also some days before them, and therefore 
by a dimmer light. 
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We had liithorto had no exceptionally severe 
weather; but during the latter part of January we ex¬ 
perienced a foretaste of the intense cold that we were 
a month later destined to endure. With a temperature 
.50° below zero, it is necessary, when exposed to it, to 
keep the body in constant motion, otherwise a frost-bite 
will imperceptibly seize hold of one. On first emerging 
into this temperature a slight difficulty of breathing 
would be experienced, and tears would be involuntarily 
brought to the eyes, which immediately became small 
nodules of ice, and as such had to be extracted. This 
is hardly to be wondered at when it is remembered 
that we had to undergo a transition of temperature 
from our living-dock to the open air of over 100°! In 
spite of this cold, however, we were not much troubled 
with frost-bites, except on the face. Our dearly bought 
experience, during the autumn sledging, will accounj. 
for our comparative immunity from these very trouble¬ 
some and painful attacks. 

Apropos of frost-bites it is related, that one of the 
members of the expedition, on getting up in the 
morning, during the cold weather, found, to his 
horror, that one of his toes and a part of his foot 
were quite black. Thinking he was severely froiit- 
bitten, and wishing at once to assure himself of the 
fact by the only practical method that suggested 
itself at the time, he seized a pin, and made a furious, 
dig at the supposed injured part. He very quickly 
found that, although discoloured, it was not totally 
devoid of all sensation, nor was the circulation, of 
blood in any way impeded. The fact was, that his 
servant, on the previous day, had patched up his 
sock with a piece of fearnougiit, and, in order to 
assimilate the coloiu, had inked it over—which fully 
accounted for his terrible frost-bite! 
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• It was our iiivariablo custom to kooj) tlio ]iair, os|)(- 
cially that growing on the face, as close as possible. 
In spite, however, of this prc^'autio'u, it was inipos- 
sitile to prevent tlie breath from freezing on the 
short stubbly beard and mouf^ache, wliieh would soon 
be converted into a perfect mass of ice—a decidedly 
uncomfortable appendage. On returning from our 
short walks, we fretpiently found, our cap, comforter, 
and collar of the coaHVozen * 111(0 om^ solid and com¬ 
pact mass. • 

Occasionally an amusin;' incident occurred to vary 
the sameness of dlir daily life, as the followin',' story 
will show. Duriiif' the darkest part of the winter one 
of the nia''netic observers had occasion to visit I he 
observatory. Taking his lantern, and ais-onipanied 
by Nellie, he reached the door, which to his siirjirise 
was open. Supposing it to have been blown open by 
the wind, for it had been blowing very hard the 
previous night, he entered the long tunnel leading 
up to the L'nilllar House, llefore he had g'jjie far 
a strong animal smell assailed his olfactory organs; 
this, with the fact of Nellie exhibiting/'reat restless¬ 
ness, induced him to examine the ground, when he 
clearly detected the traces of some animal, Uut of 
what description he was unable to decide. 

He was now idaced in rather an unpleasant posi- 
•tion,*for to advance; head-foremost through a narrow 
•passage into a small hohse in which a great I’olai’ 
bear might have established himself, was to say the 
least a rash act; 3 'et he was unwilling to return on 
board, and probably be for ever after chaffed by his 
messmates for being frightened at nothing. J’utting 
on a bold front, he determined at all hazards to juish 
.<> 11 , apd ascertain what the animal was that had 
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dared to violate the sacred precincts of the obser¬ 
vatory. As ho advanced the pecnliar odour became 
stronger, and he was^ sorely tempted to retreat, 
thinking discretion was the better part of valour. 
Arriving at the ontranpo to the house, however, he 
plucked up courage, and with the lantorrr well in 
front of him, and Nellie close at his heels, ho dashed 
in, and there, lying down and looking almost as 
frightened as himself, was, not the great white boar 
that ho exiieeted to meet, but " Bruin,” the laj’gost 
of our Eskimo dogs, who, during the boisterous 
weather of the preceding night, Ihid sought shelter 
in our observatory, and had no doubt found it a very 
snug and comfortable place, infinitely preferable to 
the bleak and exposed fioe. It was a long time before 
the place was rid of the unpleasant smell peculiar to 
Eskimo dogs. 

As the light increased day by day, the men were 
employed in re-embarking the stores and provisions 
landejj, and in demolishing “ llarkham Hall.” It 
was necessary to accomplish as much as possible, as 
Captain Nareg well knew, before the departure of the 
sledging parties, for so few men would bo left on 
boai\l that little could be done during their ahsenae, 
and there was no sayi^^g how soon after their return 
the ship would be able to break out of* whiter 
quarters. The Eskimo dogs wery also now regHlarly 
fed and attended to. Hitherto they had been left to- 
do pretty much as they liked, and their regular meals 
during the winter had been few, and served at uncer¬ 
tain times. Notwithstanding the small amount of 
food that was issued to them, they were all.in capital 
condition, in fact a little too ‘^fleshy ” for dragging 
purposes, as they always received the scraps and 
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§iirphis food from tlio allowance of tlie ship’s com¬ 
pany, and this was more than cnoii^ih to koop a much 
larger pack of dogs than wo possessed. 'I'lioy were 
also regularly cxorcisisl in dragging a liglit sledge, 
their day’s work increasing ijs tlio days lengfheiied. 

We could not hut notice the sallowness of com¬ 
plexion which the returning light revealeil, only loo 
inilimbly, in the faces of our companions, caused hy 
the long absence of the sun, and which had hilherfo 
been unnotieet} by the light of lamps and candles. 
Like our mustard and cross, wc wore devoid of all 
colour, yet apparently in good and sound heallh. 
There is something essentially health-preserving and 
life-giving in the rays of the sun, without wl]ic;i 
everything must witlior and eventually die. This 
was, in the sciiucl, but too fully exonplilied in our 
,case. For although wc were all in e.\eelleut spirits 
and supposed ourselves to be in perfect health, yet 
the seeds of that terrible disease, which sub.seijuently 
crippled us so disastrously, must have already germi¬ 
nated unknown to ourselves. 

But little did we suspect, at that time, the approach 
of the evil that eventually overtook us. 

, Many of the large lloebergs near the ship were ob¬ 
served to be literally rent in twain, owing in all pro- 
babili^ to the contraction of the ice by the intense 
colclj—the outer part of the fioeberg being exposed to 
a greater cold than the* interior. These n.'iits will 
also account for the loud sharp reports that were 
frequently heard during the winter, and which were 
for some time wrapped in mystery. 

Towards the end of February a few hares were 
seen, and two or thi«e were shot; but they were very 
timid_ and shy, and seldom gave our sportsmen oppor- 



212 


NELLIE AND THE I,EMMINOS. 


[Fkb. 


tuuitios of exliibitiii" their prowess. Lemming trades 
wore ahuridant, and occasionally these little animals 
would be seen running along the snow. Nellie re¬ 
garded them as being created for her especial onjoy- 
inent in bunting, and would vainly endeavour to un¬ 
snow them after they bad tak('n ridugc in their boles. 
Woe betide, the unfortunate little lemming observed 
by Nellii' at any distance from its habitation. A 
dash, a gobble, and all .was over ! In vain did we 
try to brea,k her of these murderous xiropcnsitios, not 
only for the sake of the victims but also for herself, as 
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tlu' swallowing of little balls of fur cannot bo con¬ 
ducive to health. All was futile ! Nellie considered 
the chase of these little creatures as an undoubted 
privilege with which no one Should interfere. 

Tlie long twilight enabled us to extend our rambles, 
and we visited the snow hut built by Itawson lust 
autumn when attempting to get south, about five or 
six miles from the ship, and in which he had deposited 
a small quantity of provisions. ’ To our surprise we 
discovered that, with the exception of the pemmicau 
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wliich \\aK ill a tin. and tlif toliaccn. all liad dis- 
apinarcd ! Jliscuit. hacon, lia, Mij,'ar, and cncoa, all 
liad j^onc. A liolc tlin>n^;li ^tlic roof of tlic lunisc 
]iiiintcd at oikt‘ to tlio nicans of ingress ; Init wlio 
wero llio tliii'Vi j. V’oxcs i»r wolves had not heon 
seen, nor had any traoes of Iheni hi on ohservod ! 

l'i\< n Mi]i[iosino these animals to he (ln' dejiredalors. 
how dill the_\' efVeel their esea]ie tVom tlie house after 
oiife they had ^oi in".’ It ^\as’sinll)le enoiieh to .sira|)e 
a hole throu^di tlie roof anil jnin|) down ; Imt it was 
not SI) easy to jnni|) siraioht up a helydd of six or 
seven feet thron^Ti a small hole! Siispieion fell foi- 
some time on our lone-niissine doe Sallie; hut it was 
ni ver satisfaetorilx asrertaiiied whether do„', wolf, or 
fox was the eulprif. Of one thine thei-e eoiild he no 
douht. The rohhery had heeii eommitled l)y a very 
I nnnine and intellieeiit heast. Spots of hlood on the 
pemmiean tin showed unmistaheahly that this also 
had heen attempted, hut had jiroxed too hard and 
strone. 'The traeks, whieh were always to an«l from 
the line, were too indistini t to eiiahle us to make out 
the nature of the animal, hut the oc.^eral idea was 
that it was a fox. 

*()f course, with returning dajlight, the serioui+work 
of sU'dging and the prejiarations for the s])ring cam¬ 
paign (*ccuj)i( d our atti ntion to the exclusion of almost 
'everything else. (>i Saturday, tlie 2(jth of T'ehruary, 
'ouf school assembled for the last time, the classes 
being dismissed in the evening only to reassendile 
again if the ship spent another winter away from 
Kngland. It would not he fair to dismiss our jmjiils 
without a word of commendation. Tin ir atti ndaiu i 
was most regular, and thi ir efforts to liarn beyond 
all praise. Nothing could exceed their diiigi nee, nor 
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excel their desire to please and reflect credit upon 
their masters, and 1 do hope that many will have 
benefited by the instruction they received in their 
Arctic school. 

On Thursday, the 24th of February, was performed 
our last dramatic entertainment. The following was 
the programme. 

ROYAL ARCTIC THEATRE. 

IT.M.S. “ Alci-t.” 

TlmrK(luy, 21th February, 1^76, 

I ..ast porfi'niuiiicc of tlic season. 

Cl KANl) KKPUKSHNTATION 
of tho 

Original patlietico.coinico-burlc^qtie operetta entitled the 
LITTLE VUTiGAU BOY, 
or 

WEETING BILL. 

I'Vumdnil on the colobmtcd Tngoldshy Legend, Misadventures at 
Margate.” 

Written expressly for the occasion by the 
KOV. 11. W. PULUES. 

Seenory by Protossor Moss, M.D. Music by Lieut. Aldrich. 
Manager : Lieut. May. 

T'recrilcd by 

Beading . , “ Tho Blessed Babies” . . Mr. Hunt. 

Song . . “ Fie, for shame ” • • • Mr. SyBuons*: 

Charact'iks : 

Mr. Bro\\n,^an old burfei*,slightly green , . Commander Markhaln. 

Mrs. Joncp, a landlady, slightly cross, but with a keen 

eyo to business . . • • . . Cr. Lo C. Egerton, Ksq 

Jack Robinson ; a seafaring man, slightly figurative 
in his language, and virlcntly in love with Jtlrs. 

Jones . . ,., • Lieut. GifTard. 

Weeping Bill, a little vulgar boy, slightly out at 
elbows, and fairly sharp for his ago • » Lieut. Rawson. 
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K 55, tVio iiToprcsaiblo Hobby, M'lf-important, 

* aud tlic iialunil eiioiiiy of Wcepiiiif Hill . . Kcv. II. W. INilIun. 

Scenes 1 and 3 . . Tbo Jetty nl 

Scenes li and 4 . . .Ioik'.s’s lodgings. 

To coinineiiee at 7.-ID precisely, 

(lod save tlu^C^bu'iO). 

Mcfisrs. GifTard and Syiiuni.'*, IViniitig oUicc, Trap Lane. 

Tliis piece, as set forth iu tlje hill, was written ex¬ 
pressly for the occasion by I’ullen, and not only did 
ho compose it, hut he also assisted in its pcj-foi'iiiaiiee. 
It was a very snccossful hit, and was most deservedly 
applauded, loud cries of “ Author ” following the fall 
of the curtain. * 

The ensuin'' Thursday witnessed the last of our 
“ Thursday Pops,” and this terminated our season's 
festivities. At it Captain Xai’es deliv( red a very aide 
and instructive lectun; on his sled^'inj' exjierienccs, 
lirinf'iji''a few “facts” home to the men, as to the 
sort of work tiny were about to perform, and the kind 
of life they would have to had. His announcement 
that we should, in all probability, spend ^mother 
whiter in the Arctic J legions vas hailed with delight, 
lie also announci’d his intention <4 returning to 
I'ingland before the third winter, provifled no un¬ 
foreseen event happened to detain the expeditioji. 

Tlic following was the 2 )rogramme for the evening's 
eiiterfliinment. 

.THUItSUAT I’Ol'S. 
n.M,?!. “Alert.” 

flCB* PoMitivcJij (he lout this 

AJiirch 2 , 1 ?> 76 . 

The season’s festivities will teiTninatc with the folJovviiig 
. progranmie:— 

I. The PalaDooiyatic Scae.ricl ISlcdging Kxporit'nceH- Capt. Xar^s. 

Ballad . * “The and the dke** . Mr. Cane. 
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3. Song . . “ Susan’s Sunday out. . Mi*. Stuckberry. 

4. Heading . “ Two Bab Hnllada ” . . Uov. H. W. PulU'ii. 

5. Ballad. . »Over tho Sea” . . . Mr. Maskell. 

6. Song . . “ Hun^my old Codger ” . . Mr. Pearce. 

7. Ballad. . “Seeing NolVy homo” .... Mr. Self. 

8. Hccitation . “ On tho Arctic K.xpodition, by ,T. D.” Sergt. Wood. 

9. Song . “ Billy Woodsvtho grocer” . . . Mr. Gore. 

10. Ballad . “ Beating of my own heart ” . . Mr. Aylos. 

11. Part Song . “ O who will o’er tho downs so free ” 

Messrs. Aldrich, Pullen, May, and Wootton. 
'i’o eoneUide W’ith tho gmod Palmocrystic Sledging Chorus, by tho 
entire strength of tho house. 

To commence at 7.30 precisely. 

God save tlio Queen. 

Messrs. GiCfard and Symons, Printing otfise, Trap Lane. 

This chapter would he incoiupleto without the 
words of the “ Grand Palieoerystic Sledging Chorus.” 

This was also composed by our talented ijoet 
laureate, and was most enthusiastically received by 
the whole ship’s company, who vociferously joined in 
singing it on all api^ropriatc, and other, occasions. 

It brought in tho names of all the sledges that were 
cmploytid in the early part of the spring campaign, 
and became henceforth, as it were, the “Arctic 
National Anthe'm.” 

Cnoui's. 

Not very long ago, 

Oil tho six-foot floo 
Of tho paleoocryatic sea, * 

Two ships did ride, 

Mid the crashing of the^^tido — 

Tho and tho Discovery. 

The sun never shone 
The gallant crows upon 

For a hundred and forty-two days; 

But no darkness and no hummocks 
Their merry hearts could flummox : 

Bo they set to work and acted plays. 
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1'lioro was music and song 
'J'o help tlic liours nlonp, 

Hrouf^lit forth from the pfoo<I ship's store; 
And each man did his host. 

I'o amuse and chocr tlic rest#: 

And " nohody can’t <Io more ” 


Am—‘‘Tho SJuiDiuDi and the <'//»” 

llc'ro’s a health t(» Murr,) — 

AIu}' lie roach his north(‘i*n j^oal, <*h • 

And advance Uio lla^ of Kii^-’hind into n'jiltri'^ niiKtiown ' 

May tlio Ch<tVrn<j<'r f bo tliero. 

All comers bohl to dare, 

And F7ctori(t * bo Victorious ir> t.h<‘ frozen z(»m‘! 

May our f’oppiV § be in sij^ht, 

Wilh Ikt colours sti’eaimn”' brii^’ht, 

And the JinUihnj j| tin^ on merrily from strand to sfiand ' 

And tlie Alexamhui ^ brave 
S(M' our btiiiner proiully wav«! 

O'er tho higliest eliJTs and summits c>f tlio iu»rtIiei'nino>i I.iml ' 

Hero’s a health to //crra?cs,** 

Whom the autumn blast did f'rt'eze, 

And all our p;allant fellows whom the frost laid low! 

Just wait a little longer, 

Till they get a trifle stronger, 

And they’ll never pull tho worse because they’ve lost a toe 


Here’s a health, wilh three times three, 

T^tho bravo Discovery 

Anc^our merry, merry guests, so truly welcome In-re' 

AnA a brimming bumj^er yet 
To our valiant little pet— 

Tho lively Cle^ticnts 3/«rA;/<a>a,JJ with its bold chariot(*<‘r’ 


+ 

X 

§ 


Commander Markham’s sledge. |i Dr. Moss’s sledge. 

Lieut. Aldrich’s sledg^. T M**- White’s sledge, 

Lieut. Parr’s sledge. ** Lieu. May’s sledge, 

Lieut. Giffard’s sledge. +t Lieut. Itawson's siedge. 

XX Mr. Egerton’^ sledge. 
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Iforo’s a health to all trno blue, 

'I'o the oflicers and crew 

Who nian this Expedition peat and handy, oh ! 
And may they ever prove. 

Hath in sledging and i i love, 

That the tars of old ilritonuia are the dandy, oh! 



CHAPTER'XVni. 

KKTUKN OF TIIK 8UN. 

“Moat plorioua orb ! lliat wore a worship, oro 
TJic mysicry of thy mukinjf wna rovcnh'il ! 

Thou onrlic‘>,t uiimsicr of I ho Alnii^Jity 
WJiich fjladdeiiiMl uii tludi* nu)UJitjiiii tops tlic honrls 
Of the Clmldcnn slioplu rds, til] tlioy pouic'd 
Tlicniscb t'ft ill orisoiiK." 

Ih liON. 

Tub 20tli of February was tlic day on wliicli, 
according to astronomical rules, the reapiiearance of 
tlio sun was to rejoice the hearts and ghnbfcii tijo 
(!yes of our little i)arty. (hi the iirevious day, a 
general holiday had been jiroclaiiiK d to’ give the men 
ii^ chance, by ascending some of the hills iy our 
neighbourhood, of welcoming the sun a day elirlier. 
In»thi«, however, they were doomed to disayiioint- 
mei;/;. The glorious orb would- not come out to be 
Welcomed; for the sinijde reason that it was still 
ju^t below the horizon. ^\’e were, however, rewarded 
by. seeing its rays rellected in the northern sky, which 
was beautifully illumined with the most brilliant 
prismatic colours. Cairn Hill, and the hills to the 
southward by Cape Ilawson, were the chief points of 
observation. The former was abreast of the ship. 
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and about a mile distant; its height being about 
four hundred and fifty feet above the level of the sea. 
On the summit was built a large cairn, hence its 
name. On the cairn wi.s reared a long staff, to which 
was hoisted an iron oil cask, so as to form a 
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conspicuous landmark to guide wanderers back to 
their ship. 

By ten o’clock on the forenoon of the 29th, the 
ship was nearly deserted, and officers and men could 
be seen dotting the floe and snow-covered ranges as 
they wended their way to the most prominent adjacent 
hills, on which little knots of men could already be 
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s^en nssomblod, in order to cateli a glimpse of tlic 
risiiicT sun. Wo feared, however, on startin;', that we 
should bo afiain disappointed, as there was no clear 
sea horizon to the southward, and the sun would 
hardly have suflieient allitiuje to show itself al)ovo 
the distant land. These fears were not wilhont foun¬ 
dation, as the result proved. 

Shortly before noon our excitement was intense as 
a bright ray shot up vertically fro’m the sun's position 
and illumined tlje summits of the siirroiimliiig ranges, 
whilst a radiant light was shed around. 

“ As rays armiml llin smiivp of lijrhi. 

Stream upward ore li<' ..'low in siold, 

/nid walehiiiff liy his fat are /lij-ht 
Set, the clear !iea\<'as oa tire.” 

Our hopes grew high as noon drew near, hut again 
.were we disappointed, ami again were we t;om|)elled 
to return to the sliiji, defeated in our object of 
welcoming hack the “ Prodigal Sun ! " 

The next day was cloudy, hut on the following 
by going aloft about ten o’clock, we h.-id the sRrisfac- 
tion of announcing that about one-third of the sun's 
disc was visible, as it crept slowly along the southern 
Uorizon. Instantly the rigging swarmed with.men, 
scrainhliiig up with elephantine agility to greet tin'; 
he#y arh after its long absence, and looking more 
hke,aiiimated hales of furs than human beings. It 
appeared of a deep reddish orange colour, hut was so 
distorted by refraction that its shape was more that of 
a truncated cone than a spherical body. 

By noon Cairn Hill was covered with expectant 
visitors, and well were they repaid for the trouble of 
the ascent. Although little of the sun could he seen 
above the distant land, we knew that it was there 
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and w'hat wo did sec was bright, and appeared with a 
slight stretch of the imagination to be warm! 

Borneo’s words— 

< 

“ Night’s candles are burnt out, 

Ami jocund stands 

Tip-too on tho misty mountain tops,” 

were on our lips as we beheld the beautiful colours in 
the northern sky. The j'oscate tints blending with tho 
violet seemed to belong more to sout^icrn climes than 
to the sterile inclement regions that wo were inhabiting. 
Tho summits of tho hills, the “ misty mountain tops,” 
were bathed in its glorious rays, whilst its luminous 
beams danced and glimmered along tho distant icc- 
llocs. It was a briglit and glorious sight, and we re¬ 
mained long admiring it, and revelling in its rays—in 
fact, until warned by a peculiar sensation in our feet 
that the tomporaturo was actually 100° below freezing- 
point ; and however ecstatic we might feel at the re¬ 
appearance of tb(5 sun, .Tack Frost still reigned 
suprefiie, exacting implicit obedieneo to his will, and 
making those who disregarded his injunctions suffer 
for their heedlessness. 

Uivloubtedly the Arctic Begions, and the farther 
north’ the bettor, ^Y 0 uld be a good place for Parsees ; 
for none of the followers of Zoroaster could have^ex- 
hibited more anxiety for the rctnni, and more delight, 
at the appearance, of their, deity, than we did before • 
and after the bright rays of the sun first fell upon vis! 
Their god Fire would also receive, during the long cold 
Polar winter, the utmost homage and attention. Sun 
and Fire worshippers would require in these regions 
little to stimulate them to devotion. 

Strange to say, our extreme cold came with the 
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retiiniinf; snn. During the latter end o£ Fehruary 
the temperature liad been gradually getting lower and 
lower, until on the 4th of Alarch it had fallen to —74", 
or 10()° below freezing-point. « This was the. lowers! 
recorded by the expedition, ol^tained from the moiin 
‘of several thermometers, and, so far as wc could 
ascertain, the lowest really authentic corrected ob¬ 
servation that has ever betm registered in any part 
of the globe. From noon of. the :ird until noon of 
the 4tli the mcfjn temperature was — ()9'’-()8, whilst 
the lowest me,an tcm 2 K'raturo registered for any twenty- 
four consecutive hours was from four a.w. of the former 
until four a.m. of the last-mentioned day — 70"‘:n. 
From six p.m. on March 2nd until six a. si. of lifarcli 
4th, namely thirty-six consecutive hours, the mcjni 
temperature was as low as — and for the week 

ending Jfareh 4th the mean temperatun? w.as —!!() '! 

It was amusing to observe the eager excitement with 
which every one received the lat<‘st inlelligeiico re- 
g.arding the. state of the thermometer, and when it was 
announced that the “lowest on record” hait been 
registered, there was a general shout of exultation. 
During the intense cold several ex 2 )crimcnts were tried 
by exjwsing various substances to its inlluencc;, .and 
with the following results. Glycerine, on winch a 
temperature of —.50“ had little elTcct, became, at — 70 , 
.perf^tly solid and quite transparent. Picctilied 
•spirits of wine became of the consistency of hair- 
oilt Concentrated rum, 40" over-proof, froze hard 
whpn exposed in a shallow vessel like a saucer, but 
when in a large quantity it resembled honey or 
molasses in consistency. Whiskey froze hard, and 
we actually broke off Jbits and ate it! In conse<juenc(! 
of this latter proceeding w'e have since our return to 
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England b^on, not without reason, accused of “hm-d 
drinking,” an accusntion we are, of coarse, imahlo to 
refute! Chloroform was the only substance on which 
the low temperature ,had no apparent effect. Our 
tom])cratnres were obtained by taking the mean of 
ten thermometers that were exposed, to which result 
was applied the corrections from Kew for each in¬ 
strument. These had been ascertained when the 
instruments were tested at the Kew observatory before 
leaving England. The corrections and errors of the 
instruments could, of course, only be approximately 
ascei-tain(!d after the froezing-poiwt of mercury had 
been passed, as there was nothing beyond that with 
which the Rj)irit could be compared. The slightest 
impurity of the spirit used, or the pi'cscnce of even 
the most minute portions of extraneous matter in it, 
woidd no douht seriously affect the accuracy of the 
observation. As an instance of the range exhibited 
by these instruments, it may be interesting to know 
that one thermometer indicated as low a temperature 
as — tt2°, while, at Ihc siimc time, another showed only 
— GO" ; but by applying the errors deduced at Kew, the 
result was as nearly as possible the same. I think 
that.the minimum temperature recorded by us was, if 
not absolutely correct, as nearly so as it was possible 
to arrive at. <? ‘ 

Although we never again experienced such a s^vera 
burst of cold as we did dvring the first few days of 
March, the temperature remained extraordinarily low, 
and mercury was in a frozen state dm-ing nearly.the 
whole of that month. The presence of the sun ap¬ 
peared to have little effect on the temperature, but 
thermometers exposed to its rays would frequently rise 
as high as zero, and sometimes above that j)oiut. 
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. The differenca^of temperature at the «ummit and 
at the base of Cairn Hill, whoso height, as has been 
stated, was four hundred and fifty* feet, was 51", tlie 
thermometer rising as the iiill was ascended, and 
falling again as it was brought down. 

Traces of ptarmigan had frequentlj' been observed 
in the snow, but it was not until the 22nfl of March 
that the first bird was seen, although our sportsmen 
had been most diligent in their search for them. On 
that day two oi^our pedestrians succcs'ding in Hushing 
one solitary jdarmigan, but, as is usual in such cases, 
they were withoui guns. Very few of those birds wer(! 
afterwards seen in the neighbourhood of the “Alert.” 
Their appearance caused some little excitement, for 
wo looked upon them as the harldngers of spring, 
and as a token that our long winter had well-nigli 
terminated. 

On the 25th of March, there was a partial ec)ii)se 
of the sun, which was clearly visi))le to all those wlio 
took the trouble to go on deck and, witli a ))iece of 
smoked or coloured glass, examine it in spite oT a very 
low temperature. The first contact was observed at 
six minutes past four in the afternoon, and the egress 
(^t six o’clock. About ‘65, or little more than half the 
sun, was obscured. 

finning the middle of March the quarter-dock 
housing was removed, and we wore again able to 
enjoy daylight on the upper deck. Although the low 
te'mperature did not yet admit of our removing the 
snow from the hatchways and skylights, yet we were 
able to clear the tops of our cabin illuminators, and 
thus obtain below a slight amount of daylight, suffi¬ 
cient at any rate to*obviate the necessity of incessant 
candle-light during the day. It was not until the 
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miAAle of May, whilst the sledge travellers were 
absent, that the skylights were cleared and the snow 
removed from the tipper deck. 

Fire is the most disastrous accident that can pos¬ 
sibly iiapjien to a ship wintering in the Arctic Regions, 
and it should be most carefully guarded against. It ' 
may result in having your house, together with all 
your provisions, consumed, and yourselves, perhaps 
not burnt, but destined for even a more terrible fate, 
namely, turned out on the ice without food and with¬ 
out shelter, exposed to a pitiless temperature, with no 
covering or protection of any doseription. Such a 
situation would prove fatal in a few hours. Men so 
placed would realize the dreadful fate so vividly and 
graphically described by Jules Verne as having befallen 
Captain Tlatteras and bis companions when their ship 
was destroyed and they were deserted by their ship¬ 
mates. 

In the “ Alert ” we had one alarm from fire, which, 
although it might have ended disastrously, did very 
little ihjury. It originated in our “ drying-room,” 
where, through the carelessness of the man in charge, 
some of the clothes had been allowed to hang in 
dangerous proximity to the stove. These igniting 
quickly communicated the fire to the surrounding 
objects, and for a little time it was doubtful whether 
the conflagration might not assume a very serious 
aspect. In spite of the occmrence happening at nigh- 
time, the men exerted themselves with such good will 
that the fire was speedily extinguished, with no further 
damage done than the destruction of a few clothes, 
although it was some time before we could rid our¬ 
selves of the smoke, which unpleasantly permeated 
the whole ship. The temperature at the time was 58’ 
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below zero, which would have rendered ^he work ol 
supplying water from the fire-hole not only a dillieult, 
but also a dangerous task, and onc’which must have 
resulted in many severe frost-Vites. 

During the latter part of Ute mouth of March the 
officers were employed in dismounting the various 
instruments in the observatories, carefully packing 
and putting them away, as most of them would not 
be requii’ed again until the.following winter. This 
was a very necojssary proceeding, as before the return 
of the officers from sledge travelling the observatories 
with all their “ filings,” such as pedestals, etc., being 
composed of snow, would have melted away during 
the sfimmer thaw. By the end of the mouth tlu' 
observatories wore entirely strij)pcd and left bare, 
when they gradually fell into decay. “ Woolwich ” 
was also “unsnowed,” and the powder brought olf to 
the ship and stowed in the magazine. 

In addition to all this work, the cr(‘ws of the 
different sledges destined to take part in the spring 
campaign were, in this month of Alarcli, specially 
exercised, under their respective officers, for several 
hours during the day. Their regular daily exercise 
liad also been carefully attended to throughout the 
winter. 

®cc%sionally they were employed laying out 
. depots of provisions to the southward, to be used by 
. the sledge 2 )artics proceeding northwards from the 
“ Discovery,” or sometimes dragging tludr l.'iden 
slqdges over the pack in the immediate vicinity of 
the ship, with the object of gaining experience in 
crossing ridges of hummocks, and of realizing the 
kind of travelling with which they wore so soon to 
become more intimately acquainted. These little 
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journeys gawe us an insight into the endless difi^- 
culties that we were hereafter called upon to contend 
with, and the obstacles we were destined to sur¬ 
mount. We foresaw that we should have “stiffish” 
work before us, but we did not doubt that we should 
render a good and satisfactory account of the duty 
entrusted to us. 

After several cries of “ wolf,” one actually did 
make its appearance on- the 1st of April. Early in 
the morning of that day an animal had been observed, 
by the quarter-master of the watch, stealthily pi-owl- 
ing round the ship. Supposing it'to be a bear, the 
alarm was given and one or two of our hunters 
wont in chase. More would undoubtedly have fol¬ 
lowed their example, but recollecting the day, they 
preferred remaining in their warm beds for an hour 
longer to the risk of being informed, when they Cfamc. 
on deck fully equipped for the chase, that it was the 
Ist of April! 

The traces left in the snow showed immistakeably 
the character of our visitor. Instead of being a 
bear, it proved to be a wolf, but so alarmed was it 
at the disturbance made on board that it scampered 
over the hills and eluded our pursuit. That sanys 
afternoon, however, accompanied by my usual com¬ 
panion Nellie, I took a long walk to the southward, 
following the trail of the wolf for some distance. 
On my return, and when about two miles and a half 
from the ship, I happened to look round, and there, 
about a hundred yards off, and following in my track, 
was a tall, gaunt, raw-boned and famished-looking 
wolf. He was of a yellowish colour, and in size 
larger than our biggest Eskimo- dog. Of course, as 
is generally the way in cases of this sort, I was 
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totally unprovided with arms of any dcs^ription, and 
was therefore unable to add his skin to our natural 
history collection. I cannot say whether Nellie oi¬ 
lier master offered the greittest attraction to this 
animal; hut whichever it n/ight he, he followed us, 
sometimes at not more than ten yards distance, 
stopping if wo stopped, and advancing wluii we 
advanced, until we were within about half a mile 
from the shiji, when some <Tf mj' messmates coming 
out to meet irfO, he bolted over the hills and made! 
his escape, kfy great anxiety at the time was for 
my poor old Neflie, who showed a great inclination 
to become better acquainted with the wolf, and 1 had 
the utmost dilliculty in restraining her. Whenever 
she strayed a little from my heel, the brute would 
make a bolt at her, and 1 have little doubt that she 
•would have been killed if he had once succeeded in 
his endeavours. On the same evening we discovered 
the tracks of four musk-oxen, but although we 
followed them up for many miles we did not^ucceed 
in seeing them. The fact of the latter being in our 
ncigl bourhood fully accounted for the presence of 
the wolf, who was no doubt following their tracks. 



CHAPTER XTX. 


Dl^TAILH OF SLKDOE TRAVELLIN(3. 

“ flivo me some ink uml paper in my lent, 

I'll draw the form and Tuodcl of ynr battle; 
liimit. (.“a<*h li'ad.or to Iiis sovrrul c^mri'o, 

And ]>iit ill just pro[)orlion.s our small force.” 

Richard /T/. 

IliTHKiiTo I have purpose]}' abstamod from alludiii}' 
to our Rju'iiig operations, as I thought that it would 
lu^ better to devote a sejiaratc cliaiiter cxelusivoly to- 
tiic account of tlie details of sledge ceptipment. Ilut 
it must not be supposed, because 1 liavc omitted to 
say anything about the sledging during the winter, 
that it was neglected, and that our time was entirely 
occupied with pur amusements and observatory duties. 
Such was not the ease. The preparations for the 
spring campaign and the organization of our sledge 
parties in all its details were very carefully thought 
over and matured during the long dark hours "of the 
winter. All works on this subject had been diligently 
r»'ad, in order that we niighi! benefit by the experience 
of our predecessors. Nothing was neglected that 
could in any way conduce to the success of the enter- 
pri.se, and everything that could possibly add to the 
health and comfort of those to be employed on work 
of such an arduous nature was 'carefully considered. 
The sledges, tents, and other equipments necessary 



Spring, 1876.] PREI’An.VTiONS FOR SLEPOIKO. 


‘231 


for travelling lia<lbccn constructed under 2,ho iiersonul 
superintendence of Sir Leopold McClintoek, wlio is 
the highest living luithoritv on Arctic sledge iriivelling. 
A few alterations, wJiicIi wcj irusted would also lie 
improvements, were suggested by tbe experience 
gained during tbe autumn, and tbese were all carried 
mit before tbe return of tbe sun. Tbe results justi¬ 



fied our anticipations. Out of tbe four dillerenf kinds 
of sledges sujiplied to tbe exjiedition tbose'wbieli 
I'ofind* most favour with us, and with wliieb the 
grtjitest part of tbe work was done, were tlie eiglit- 
men sledges.* 'Ibese iinigged easier, and were 

• The eiKht-mcn has six iipriKhl.s eighteen iii.,h(’- 

It’ is eleven feet loii'f, three feet two inehes wnle, eleven itn ln- 
high, and weighs l.W lbs. rmiiplete. In fnnniTex|.eiliiion^ hiul,- »ere 
frequently used on the sledges to g-reat iid\iiiilnge, n hen ir.nelling 
over smooth ice. Hut wj; were seldom so foriunnie a- to nn ei with 
ice which was suitable for sailing, in any of our sledge jnuroey- 
Jlay and Egerton got their sledges uieler sail on an extt.ii.sive floe 
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stronger than either the smaller or larger descriptio;i 
of sledges. So long as the travelling remains good, 
that is smooth and level ice with hard snow on its 
surface, these sledges may be loaded to 240 lbs. for 
each man to drag, and a good day’s W'ork to be 
accomplished. This weight, of course, would only 
be dragged on first leaving the ship, or a depot, and 
decreases at the rate of about 3 lbs. per man per 
diem, the amount of provisions consumed by each 
individual. What are called the “ constant ” weights, 
whicli include the sledge, tent, robes, cooking ap- 
pa^'atus, pickaxe, shovel, etc., remain unaltered during 
the journey. The question of weight is one requiring 
the closest attention. 

Every trifling article, even to a small packet of a 
dozen piim placed in the medicine chest, has to hi: 
weighed and recorded in the general equipment. The. 
following table shows the weight of the various articles 
(being constant weights) required for the equipment 

of an Arctic sledge for forty-five days ;— 

< 

in Rol)esou Clinnnol, whon thoy crossed over to the fireenland aidt*; 
but ns a rule lljCjico we met with was fnr too roii^h to make tltc 
use of tails ]u‘aeticable. lii rig:*'!!!!' a sail on the sledj^o two ten^ 
|K)les arc lashctl together ns a \ard, %tith a spare pole as a foot 
yard. 'J'ho other two tout poles arc used as shears, and at theft* 
ends a nuvst.head iron, or shear head, is fitted, consisting of two 
rings nniteil by a piece of iwn nbont three inches long, f.-om'thc 
centre of which there is a lunik on each sitle for the steadying^ays, 
and a small block for the halyards is seized on to the iron between 
the rings. A spare cross-bar is ^ilaccd on the top of the lading, 
over the midship ujir^ghts, and lashed down to the bearer. It is 
tUted with a spun seized along its top>side, and the bights, with 
a thimble in each, project just beyond the cross-bar. The ends of 
the shears ni‘0 then stepped into the thimbles attached to this cross¬ 
bar, and the sail hoisted. On smooth ice, with the wind aft or on 
the quarter, a sledge will travel under s!^il at a good pace. Bat 
sufooth ico was almost unknown in the region explored by our 
expedition. 
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E<^t’ll’MENT OF AN ElGHT-MKN SlEDCiK, rROVlSlONKD 4)R AN AHSKNCK 
OF Forty.F tvK Days. 


• 11). oz. 

Sledge(complote) . . . . . . . l.'JG 0 

Tent (comiilcte) . . . r .110 

Tent polos, five in number ...... 25 0 

Coverlet , . . . . . . . .>1 H 

Extra coverlet (used only i)i coltl weal 1 h‘i) . . 20 O 

Lower n)bo . . . . . . . . 22 0 

Waterproof floor-cloth . . . . 15 O 

Sail . . . ■ • • • 0 i 

Eight Bleeping bags . . . . tU 0 

Eight lvnap!‘neks*(p:ick<‘d) ..... !M» 0 

Two pickaxes . . .118 

Shovel . . .b 8 

Store bag ........ 25 0 

Cooking gear ........ 211 0 

Can and anunnnitioii . . . . 25 O 

Medical stores . . . • . . 12 0 

Instruments.15 0 

ConMant weighrs . . . .5S1 12 

Forty-five days’ provisions for eight men (including 
packages).b>SO O 

Total . . . 12 


which, dragged Ity seven men, is equiviihnt to ahout 
238 lbs. per man to drag. 

^ This should never be exceeded, nor should H even 
he kept up for any length of time. 

it Miill thus be seen that it is impossible for a 
. sled|;c party to he absent from the ship for )nore than 
. seven weeks, at the outtyde, on its own resourc< s. 
Ilf order, therefore, to enable it to remsiin away for 
a Jonger period, depots of provisions are established 
during the autumn on the line of route, and auxiliary 
sledges are despatched in the spring from which the 
extended’ parties ma^ be replenished with provisions 
after ^they have been away from the ship some two 
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or three woeks. These auxiliary sledges, on their 
return, are again completed with provisions and sent 
out to meet the extended parties on their way back. 
By these means, a sledging party may remain away 
for as long as twelve or‘thirteen weeks.. 

Depots can only be laid out when there is a con¬ 
tinuous coast line, and under cii'camstances when a 
cv/c/te containing previsions can easily be discovered. 
When the frozen ocean* has to be traversed, dejrbts 
cannot be depended upon; for a movement of the ice, 
or the misfortune of wandering off the outward bound 
track during thick weather, would' deprive the tra¬ 
vellers of any chance of finding their supplies. The 
result in such a case would probably bo fatal. The 
only way of ensuring an extended absence to a party 
sledging over the pack, is by sending with it an 
additional sledge. This, of course, entails the neces¬ 
sity of traversing the same road three times over. 
Eor the men must never under any circumstances 
(other than unavoidable necessity, caused by the 
sickness of some of the crew) be allowed to drag 
more than tl],c outside weight of 240 lbs. at any one 
time. 

It would, I think, and I am now speaking from 
experience, be preferable, when such a journey is 
necessary, to send a sledge away for only siX'w#eks 
rather than to provision a party, for three months, " 
and compel the men to umlergo the monotonous and" 
wearisome w^ork of going over the same ground so 
often; and, I believe, quite as much work would be 
accomplished. 

The tents were all made of the lightest duck,* 

* Tho tents were of liglit, close, unbleached duck. The eight-meu 
tents wero nine feet four inches long at the bottom, and eight feet at 
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ivliich was sufficient to protect us fronf the failin'? 
or drifting snow, and the keen cutting wind. The 
space inside was, of necessity, very limited; the 
width in which each man liad to' sleep being only 
fourteen inches. Whilst his*head was touching one 
side of the tent, his feet were in contact with the 
other. The slightest movement of the Mlccpor during 
the night would disturb his iieiglibours on citlier 
side. • 

The entranco to the tent had a porch attached to 
it, which was, of course, always carel'ully closed, and 
served to cxclude’the tine snow-drift that would otlicr- 
wisc have penetrated into the intei'ior. The opposite 
side of the tent was fitted in a similar manner for the 
protection of the cook whilst engaged in pi'eparing 
the meals. The duties of the cook during intensely 
•cold weather entail hardships which it is scarcely jios- 
sible to overrate. The poor cook is never in his sleeji- 
iug bag until two or three hours after the rest of the 
party have been comfortably settled for the nii^ht, and 
he has always to rise in the morning a couple of 
hours before his comrades arc disturjied, and this 
after a hard and fatiguing day’s work, llis cooking 
i^paratus consists of a spirit lamp, a stearine 'lamp, 
a kettle, and a stew-pan. Ills fuel is either sjiirits of 
wine,^r cocoa-nut stearine; and as the allowance 
of either is strictly limited, he has to be as economical 
as he possibly can. ShiJuld his fuel be consumed 
before the meal is cooked, ho will get no more, and 
thu pemmican will have to be eaten in a semi-frozen 
state. The odour and smoko emitted by the stearine 

tho top, seven feet wide and high, and woigiiod 44 Ihs. 4 he torit 
ropes aro six fathoms long of one and a quarter inch, and the tent 
polos mght feet si* inches long. 
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can only l«! appreciated by those wlio have served 
their apprenticeship as cooks to an Arctic sledge 
liarty! Many Experiments wore tried during the 
winter to improve ouij cooking apparatus, but few 
were attended with success. Mr. White devoted a 
good deal of thought and time to this important 
matter. By introducing a cone into the kettle and 
stew-pan he succeeded iu gaining a decided advantage 
in rapidity of cooking, but then his plan also had its 
disadvantages, a difficulty of cleanyig and an en¬ 
croachment on valuable space being the chief objec¬ 
tions to it. By giving the bottom' of the pans and 
kettles a little more concavity, we gained a slight 
advantage in point of time, and time in cooking also 
means an economy of fuel. The tent robes, coverlets, 
and sleeping bags were all made of duffel. The knap¬ 
sacks were made of duck, and contained the only, 
spare clothing that each man was allowed to take. 
The contents consisted of two pairs of blanket wrap¬ 
pers, one pair of wadmill hose, one pair of moccasins, 
a skufi-cap for sleeping in, a woollen cap presented 
to each person in the expedition by H.I.M. the Em¬ 
press Eugenie, two pairs of mitts, a flannel shirt, a 
pair of drawers, a comforter, a pair of snow-spec¬ 
tacles, a towel, aud a piece of soap. The latter was 
rather a superfluous article until the thaw set iu. • 

The store bag contained the pemmican chopper„and 
board, a snow-knife and saw, some spare lashings of 
hide for the sledge, matches, slow match, twine, and 
various other small and useful articles. 

The scale of provisions to be used whilst sledging 
was almost identical wdth that of preceding expedi¬ 
tions, the only difference being .that we reduced the 
allowance of spirits by half and doubled the amount 


I 
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of tea and sugar. The following was the .daily ration 
for each man:— 




lb. 

o/,. 

Pctnmican 


, 1 

0 

Bacon « 

; f : 

. 0 

t 

Biscuit . 

. 0 

11- 

Preserved potatoes 


. 0 

2 

Chocolate 


. (► 

I 

Sugar for ditto 


. 0 

0*5 

1'ea for two meals 

• 

. (» 

Oo 

Sugar for ditto 

• 

. 0 

lb 

Salt . , . 


. 0 


Pepper . 


. 0 

(105 

Onion powdey or curry 

paste 

. 0 

012j 

Bnm 


. 0 

2 

Spirits of wine 


. 0 

2 

Sl(‘ariuo 


. (1 

:t 

Tobacco (weekly) 


. 0 

3-:> 


This we found a very ample allowance, and one 
'that could not, in my opinion, be improved upon. 
The different articles were excellent of their kind, and 


of very superior quality. 

Since our return to England, fault has been found 
with our leader because lime-juice was not included 
in the scale of dietary for the sledges,'during April, 
as a daily ration. Our scale of diet was necessarily 
blised on that of preceding expeditions, and we had 
no ^reason to expect that we should suffer from that 
dread disease, scurvy, any more than did our prede- 
.cessbrs. Lime-juice had never before been taken as 
a daily ration by an extended sledge party, and Sir 
Leopold McClintock, the highest living authority, has 
since publicly declared that, in following the jirece- 
dents established by former experience as regards the 
lime-juice. Sir George Nares acted exactly as he would 
have done under the same circumstances. Moreover, 
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the lime-juice was supplied in a form that made it 
impossible to use during an Arctic March, April, or 
May, away from the ship. It was in bottles or very 
large heavy jars, and, of course, the moment such 
vessels were placed nea^. a fire to thaw their contents, 
in such a temperature, they would have been cracked • 
to pieces. This is a conclusive answer to those who, 
without experience, and ignorant of the conditions 
under which we travelled, have expressed opinions on 
this subject. After May, when it was possible to use ■ 
it, lime-juice was always taken by our sledge parties 
as a daily ration. When we came Jiome, the use was 
suggested of lime-juice lozenges, and the Medical 
Director General has proposed that lime-juice should 
be mixed with pommican. It is certainly very much 
to bo regretted that some such arrangements were 
not made and carried out before the expedition loft 
England. It will be seen (if lime-juice would really 
have prevented the attack of scurvy) how terribly 
we had to suffer from the conse<]^uonces of the omis¬ 
sion. < 

Lieutenant Parr and myself each took two bottles 
of lime-juice,'with the intention of using it when the 
warm weather of .Tune arrived. It was not possible 
to use it to any advantage, hard frozen in a bottle, 
during March, April, or May. . 

Dr. Golan drew up very careful medical instruc¬ 
tions for the commanders of sledges, and each received, 
some elementary surgical instruction. The doctor 
also paid most anxious attention to the contents of 
the medical chest, the weight of which was not allowed 
to exceed 12 lbs.* 

* The medicnl stores for each sledge wa-e ;—2 phials of sal volatile 
and oromatic spirits of ammonia; 2 phials of laudanum ; 2 phials of 
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The clothing worn by the men engaged in the 
sledging operations was somewhat different from that 
in use during the winter. Our under clotliing was 
made of thick flannel. Over this we wore one or two 
flannel or check shirts, long-sleeved woollen waist- 
• coats, thick knitted guernseys, and duffel trousers, 
the latter reaching about a foot below the knee. All 
wore broad flannel belts, commonly called cholera 
belts, round their loins. Qn *our li(>ads w(! liad 
woollen helmet caps, called by tlie men “ blugenies,” 
and over this was worn a thick seal-skin cap witli ear 
and neck flaps atti^ched. 

' Our feet were encased in blanket wrappers, one or 
two pairs according to the temperature, a jjair of thick 
woollen hose reaching above the knees and worn m cr 
the trousers, and moccasins. The latter, as snpjdied 
to us, only came up round the ankle, so we fitted 
them with leggings. Those who were provide(l with 
chamois leather made thedr leggings of that material, 
but the majority cut the sleeves off their check shirts 
which, when sewn on to the moccasin, anitwensl 
admirably, their chief use being to keep the snow 
from penetrating into the trousers. Some of the 
moccasins were also soled with leather, obtain<;d Ijy 

wine* of ; a flmaU tin of Oroj^ory’fl powdora; 12 papora (10 
^jfrains each) of Dover’s powders; 32 j>apcrs (15 each) »)f cliulk 

^powd^i’g; 30 papers (l-ffrains each) of sugar of lead ; a bottle of tur¬ 
pentine Jinimont; a phial of carboiro acid ; glycerine ointmont ; wliife 
ointment 5 carbolic plaster ; 4 dozen purgative julls ; oil silk. Sf>oMg<‘, 
Pin^ expanding splints, and carbolizod tow, cotton wool, a cfitliftfr, 
a tourniquet, a truss with pad, a lancet, twill, Persian gfiuzo, 2 eyo 
shades, small splint, scissors, flannel ice goggles, tape, inii'turd, 3 
calico bandages, 2 flannel bandages, and lint. Those stores wore ifi 
a wooflen case, and a metyciuo tin for bottles, togftthor weighing 
4 lbs.; while their contents weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz.«., together, J2 lbs. 
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cutting off tlie uiiper part of the fishermen’s boots^ a 
pair of which had been supplied to each 2 ierson. As > 
a rule these soleS were (piickly worn out, and the nuni 
were soon reduced to the bare moccasin, which, how¬ 
ever, lasted wonderful] j. 

Large gauntlet mitts were made during the winter, 
of fearnought covered with duck, and worn with a 
strap round the neck. Those were only supplied to 
the sledgers, and w'ore found very useful. At night¬ 
time they w(;re used on the feet in the sleeping bags, ’ 
and certainly assisted very materially in keeping them 
warm. Finally each jierson was provided with a suit 
of duck overalls, to act as “ snow repellers,” wbicli 
w'ere iilways worn whilst on the march. As an extra 
lireeaution against snow-blindness, the men wore 
ordered to paint some device on the backs of these 
snow juiniiers in order to afford a certain auiount o.f 
relief to the eyes of their comrades. The designs of 
these devices or crests were left entirely to the artistic 
imaginations of the men, and they caused a good 
deal e‘.f merriment. 'They were certainly more quaint 
than elegant. Donkeys and Polar bears in .various 
wonderful p()sitions appeared to be in the greatest 
favour. Each crest was accompanied by a mot|o, 
invariably a Latin one. ‘Whether these devices re¬ 
lieved us from severe attacks of snow-blindness or 
not it would be ditiicult to decide. They served at, 
any rate to amuse us, ai\fl often formed the topic of 
conversation when other subjects were getting scal'ce. 
Snow-spectacles were invariably used by the travel¬ 
lers, and were only taken off after the party had 
halted for the night and had sought the shelter of 
their tent. In consequence of .the adoidion of these 
snow-goggles when we first set out on our travels, we 



1876.] 


PR0GR.V5IME OF SLEnOISG WORK. 


‘211 


were comparatively exempt from that piimfiil disease, 
Know-bliiidnoBS, from which otlier expeditions liave 
more or le.ss suffered, and wliieh renders the pa.tient 
so attacked utterly lielpless, AVe occasionally had a 
few cases, hut with one or two exce 2 )tionH they were in 
■ a very mild form. ' 

Such were the details of the "eneral ('(]ni])m('nt 
of the sl(sl"inff were desjuitehed from the 

“Ah'rt” in the sprint of IHTlij OHieers and men 
shared alike in everythin^; t’hey had tin' same ])ro- 
visions, their costume was id<'ntieal, they shared the 
same couch and,.> tent, and each showed (he same 
^zealous desire to i)crform his duty, and the same 
eager anxiety to hriwg to a successful issue the service 
on which they were emi)loyed. 

Although the whole o^the availahle force on hoard 
.the “jAlert” was engaged in the, sledging operations 
of the spring, we wertF only able to desjiatch tin) 
extended jiarties,* The la-st of tlu^ men and sledges 
were required to act as auxiliaries to tlu! ad\aneed 
Jiartics, and were continually em 2 )loy<'d duri<ig the 
summer until the return of all the travellers brought 
our sledging oi>erations to a conclusion. . 

, Tl^p i)rogr,amme to he carried out, and whiejj was 
determined tijron after very mature and careful de¬ 
liberation, was for one iiartjq the command of which 
, was given to Aldrich tin; first lieutenant, to eonlinue 
' thc aliscoveries of the autumn hy exjdoring the coast 
lifie to the westward; whilst a larger ))artv, which 
was entrusted to my' conduct, was to jaish across the 

* Onr .availahle force wa.s much siiaallcr than tliat, of the oviK-dition'- 
untler Sir Horatio .-Vu-stin (lS.'Si-51), ainl Sir Ifcury K''llct flS..- 5 . t 
Uhey enjoyed the {treat advantage' of hating a third lurg'-r force 
ninety instead of sixty mOB. 

R 
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rugged polar pack, and endeavour to reach as high 
a northern latitude as possible. The exploration 'of 
the north side of Greenland, to the eastward, and tlu> 
examination of the fiords in llobeson Channel, were 
left to the sledge parties from the “Discovery.” 

The difficulties to bo encountered and the serious • 
obstacles to be overcome in the journey due north 
over the frozen sea were well understood. We bad 
made ourselves acejuainted with the nature of the 
travelling to be anticipated by various short excur- ' 
sions on the ice in the vicinity of the ship, and were, 
therefore, fully aware of the seriou^i character of the 
work that was before us. None were so rash as to 
indulge in any extravagant ideas of successfully reach¬ 
ing a very high position. The parallel of 84°, or 
perhaps 85° by the more sanguine, was regarded as 
the highest that could possibly bo attained. 

It was a well-known fact, before the ship went into 
winter quarters, that the polar pack, composed of 
extraordinarily heavy ice, was in motion at that 
season; This motion, or perhaps a general disrup¬ 
tion, would occur, it was calculated, in about July 
or August, ])ossibly in June. It was, therefore, not 
only 1 , a measure of prudence, but one of/absolute 
necessity, that the party destined to travel over this 
frozen ocean should bo provided with the means of 
safety to themselves, if a disruption should take place _ 
at an earlier pieriod than was anticipated. It, was. 
therefore decided that two. boats,* capable of convey- 

• The sledges for carrying bents have the two end cross-bars 
with two cleats, one on each side of the boat’s keel. These cleats 
are seven inches long, and aro securely lashed to the cross-bars. 
Two battens of Aracrican elm, each two inches wide and half an iuch 
thick, are lushed in a fore and aft direction to the top of the cross- 
bars three and a half inches apart, thavi is to say one and threc' 
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ing the wliolc party from one Iloe to aifgtlior, shoiiltt 
form part of the ccpiipmcnt of the northern (livisioii. 
This additional weight, of course, seriously augmented 
the labour of the men. 

^he only previous attempt to advance over a frozi'ii 
sc^^way from the land, was mado by Sir bid ward 
Parry, in his memorable journey towards the North 
Pole in 1827.* 

(juartofs inoli on each aide of the central bottror. They nre snllieitMit ly 
Itmj'to allow of bcinj? Hocured to all ^le erosH-hars. Wlteii tlie boat 
in placed on the the keel rests on the cross-bnrs between tin* 

cleats, and is held in aji npriglit jiosition by <me lof*' cusliiun of stout 
canvas, stuffed with cork cuttings, on each yid(‘, and these an* kept 
in thcii* places by lashings, 

* As Sir Kdward Tarry’s attempt to rencli the Toll* nas the «idy 
extended journey that was ev(*r undertaken due north across llio 
Polar Sea, until the second attempt was maile by tlu* iiortlicni division 
of sledges under my command, it will be well to give, in tins place^ 
.tlic details of Parry’s equipment and tlie vi'sidt of his I'vpivUi ion. 

Sir Edward Parry sailed from England in the “ Ib-ela,” on April 
3rd, 1827; when placing her in a safe harbour on the north coast, 
of S[utzl>ergen, he commenced Ins memorable attempt to r<a<*li the 
Polo on Juno 21st. Ifo had two boats, tho “ Enb-rprise ” and tin* 
“ Endeavour.” Parry himself, with Mr. Hevorley, was in ii» fonin'i, 
James Koss and Edward Bird in the latter. 'l*en si'anieii and tw<» 
marines formed the crew of each boat. The boats were llat-bot toined, 
with tlio o.xtrctno brea<lth of seven feiit, carried .^*11 forwanl am! 
ftft, and twenty feet long, tho timbers of tough ash and Ineko'i-^. On 
the outside frame a system of planking was adopted with a vi(*w to 
securing elasticity in the froipient concussions with the ice. Tins 
con-iy.sto^ of a covering of waterproof canvas coabal with tar, then 
a thin fir plank, then a sheet of felt, and, lastly, a thin oak plank, 
Jill 8r(pured to tho timbers by iron screws. On each side of the keel 
thoro was a strong runner shod w^jjh metal, like that of a slcilgi*, on 
which tPlie boat.s entirely rested when on the ice. A hi<le span acio.'.s 
the» fore-part of the runners had two horse-hair drag ropes aftacln'd 
to it. Tiio boats had two thwarts, a locker at each end, a light 
framework along tho sides for containing provisions and spare ch*the.s, 
a bamboo mast, and tanned duck sail, f<niHecn padtlles, niid a ••t' er 
They started with sevenly-one days’ piovisions. 'Jhe weight 
of each .boat was 1,539 ll/s., and the total weight, with pivjvisioii.s, 
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For reasojis already stated, the northern party was 
unable to lay out depots on the ice, nor could our 
sledges be met by supporting sledges until after their 
return to the land. It therefore became necessary 
that they should carry ^with them sufficient provisions 
to last for the whole time of anticipated absence. 
This, with the boats, obliged the two sledge crews 
composing the division to take with them a third 
sledge, so that under the most favourable conditions 
of travelling, they would’be compelled, after advancing 
two sledges, to return over the same road and drag 
on the third. This we fondly hoped on starting we 
should be able to accomplish; little did w'c tliink that 
tlie fearfully rugged nature of the road would neces- 

3,753 lbs., or 268 lbs. per man; besides four light taboggan sledges 
weighing- 26 lbs. each. The daily allowance for each man was 
10 ozs. of biscuit, 9 ozs. of pemmican, 1 oz. of cocoa, and 1 gill oi 
rum. Parry took no lime-juice. They slept in the boat with sail; 
os awnings, and travelled during tho night. 

They sailed in the boats until Juno 23rd, when it became neoossary 
to haul them on the ice in 81° 12' 51" N. Tho actual travelling then 
began o'jer floes of small extent, intersected by hummocks. After 
a journey of thirty days. Parry reached his most northern point on 
July 23rd, in latitude, by dead reckoning, 82° 45' N. No actual 
observation for lUtitudo was obtained at their extreme northern point. 
They had travelled ninety-two miles over tho ieo, and two hundred 
in tho boats bofm-o they hauled them on to the floe, but were only 
one hundred and seventy-two miles from tho “ Hecla.” Such had 
been the drift of tho floes to tho southward. Tho boats rejmrned to 
the “Hecla” on August 21st, and Parry arrived in England again 
on October 6 th. ,, 

This journey was made in the mj/ldlc of summer after tho disruption 
of tho ice. The daily allowance of food for tho men was insnffloient. 
and the weight of 26 lbs. tor each man was too great. But these 
ware points which could only be learnt by experience, and Sir Edward 
Parry was the pioneer of Arctic sledge travelling. Ho attained the 
highest northern latitude over before reached by man, and it wa.' 
forty-eight years and two months before any explorer suceeedet 
in going beyond the parallel which Parry reached in 1827. 
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sitate the same distance being traversea.livc or ev('u 
seven times. 

For the same reason that the men were ordered 
to emblazon arms and crests on the backs of their 
clothes, wo had the boats whjch were to accompany 
the sledges painted with gay and brilliant devices. 
The rose, shamrock, and thistle were painted on the 
hulls, and the royal arms decorated their sti'rns. kloss, 
on this as on other occasions, was the artist; his grea 
difhculty in accomplishing tlie work being that in 
spite of the qifantity of turpentine with which the 
paint was mixed,**it persisted in freezing in the brusli, 
rendering that article more like a stick than an 
artist’s pencil. 

The sledges were, of course, all named by their 
commanders. 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE JOURNEY OF'eGKUTON AND RAWSON. 

“ Y'on wore used to say, 

Extroiuity was the trior of spirits, * 

That conunou chaiicos common men could bear, 

That when tlio sea was calm, all boats alike 
Showed mastership in iloating.” 

SilARKSPEARE. 

It was a part of Captain Nares’s scheme for the 
spring campaign that, before the departure of tht^ 
extended parties, a dog sledge should bo despatched 
to communicate with our consort wintering some fifty 
miles t(5 the southward of us. 

The officers and men of the “ Discovery ” were, of 
course, in total ignorance of our position and even 
of ouK. safety, for no communication had taken 2 fiac(i 
between the two sliijis since the day of our departure 
from Discovery Harbour, seven months before. As 
soon as there was sufficient light to admit of travelling, 
the important and necessary duty had to be under¬ 
taken of conveying information to her respecting our 
position, so that the anxiety of her people concerning 
our safety might be relieved, and also that the 
Cajfiain of the “Discovery” might be made ac¬ 
quainted with om: intentions regarding the routes of 
exploration allotted to our sledge travellers. .The 
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parties from the “Discovery” would'then adopt 
other routes, aud thus the area of unknown country 
to bo explored would be e.xtended to .the utmo.st limit 
possible. The work of the expedition, consistin'' of 
the journeys of the dilferenti parties from the two 
ships, taking different routes, would thus embrace 
all that human effort could achieve with the means 
provided. 

The duty of communicating with the “ Discovery ” 
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was entrusted to Egerton; and llawson, who was 
. naturally desirous of re-visiting his shiji, was a,llowe'l 
•to aecompany him. Their sledge was dragged by a 
team of nine dogs, and the Thirty was provi.siomd iiii'l 
ec^uipped for an absence of ten days. Jt they laib d 
in accomplishing their object in that time, and tlieii 
supplies became exhausted, they could reidenish tlieir 
stock from the large de^mt that had liccu cstablisbed 
duriijg the previous hutumn at a point about midway 
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between the' two ships, in Lincoln Bay. Petersen, 
the Danish interpreter, accompanied the two officers 
in the capacity of dog driver. 

In consequence of the very low temperature ex¬ 
perienced during the li^rst Avoek in March, their time 
of departure had to be deferred. Sunday, the l‘2th 
of March, xvas the day eventually selected for the start 
of this the first sledging expedition of the season. 

The temperature on that morning was low, but rose 
gradually toAvards nooii, until it seemed inclined to 
remain stationary at 80° below zero. • 

Tliere Avere further indications of* a continuance of 
fine Aveather, from the day being bright and clear and 
the barometer steady. Letters to our friends on 
board the “Discovery” Averc hastily finished. Im¬ 
mediately divine serA'ice had been performed tlie 
colours Avere hoisted, and amidst the cheers of “ all 
hands,” Avho had assembled on the floe to bid the 
travellers God speed, II. M. sledge “Clements Mark¬ 
ham,” with its bright standard fluttering out bravely 
before*a light breeze, started Avith the object of 
renewing intercourse Avith our comrades in the 
“ Discovcry.li. 

Foijf the next two or three days our thoughts op 
board Avere constantly with the absent ones, especially 
as the temperature, shortly after their departure, ^ad 
again fallen very Ioav. This, hoAvever, caused us little 
uneasiness, for we kncAV that eA'erything that laiy in 
our power had been done*^to protect them from aiiy 
sudden and extreme cold, and we all had the greatest 
confidence in the skill, discretion, and sound judg¬ 
ment of our two messmates. Many a silent prayer 
Avas offered up in their behalf, that they might aecom- 
nlish their mission in safety, and^return speedily.Avith 
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good news of those who, like ourselves, vfjrc wintering 
in the ice. 

On the third day they returned unexpectedly with a 
sad tale of woe and sutfering, and with tlie poor Dane 
utterly prostrate and heliiless on the sledge. I eanuot 
do better than relate the sad story in Lieutenant 
Egerton’s own words. 

We read in his official report, that not live hours 
after they had left the shi]) “ fjost-hites heeaiue so 
numerous, that I thought it a'dvisable to eneanip.” 

This was only the beginning of the story, for they 
appear to have •passed a comparatively comfortable 
night. 

At any rate, they were up early the next morning 
and again under weigh; at about one o'clock, when 
they halted for lunch, I’etersen complained of cramj) 
in his stomach and was given some hot ti'a, lie laid 
no appetite, which perhaiis was as well, for we read of 
the bacon, which is always use d for lunch, “ We were 
unable to eat it, being frozen so hard that \\^‘ could 
not get our teeth through the lean,” They s?ill con¬ 
tinued their journey, encountering some veay rough 
travelling, which neees.sitated severe pl^'sical labour 
pn the part of the two officers. “ The dogs wi re of 
little or no use in getting across these slopes, as it 
was impossible to get them to go up the cliff, and 
Detersen being unable to work. Lieutenant llawson 
anA I liad to get the sledge along as best we could.” 
Eowards the end of the*day we read: “Petersen 
Iwgan to get rather worse, and was shivering all over, 
his nose being constantly frost-bitten, and at times 
taking five or ten minutes before the circulation could 
he thoroughly restored. Lieutenant llawson bad 
several small frost-bites, and I escaped with only 
one,” ' 
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On halting for the night, directly the tent was 
pitched they sent Petersen inside with strict injunc¬ 
tions to shift his foot gear and get into his sleeping- 
bag, whilst they busied themselves in preparing 
supper and attending to the dogs; but when they 
entered the tent, they found “ that he had turned in 
without shifting his foot gear, was groaning a good 
deal, and complaining of cramp in the stomach and 
legs.” . 

Having made him change, they gave him some tea, 
and then administered a few drops ‘ of sal volatile, 
which appeared to give the poor fellow a little ease. 

The next morning the wind was so high and their 
patient in such a weak state that they did not think 
it prudent to attempt a start. He had passed a very 
restless night, and still complained very much of 
cramp. 

Later in the day he appeared to get worse, “ shaking 
and shivering all over and breathing in short gasps. 
His face, hands, and feet were all frost-bitten, the 
latter sbvorely, and ho had pains in his side as.well.” 
After restoring the circulation they rubbed him with 
warm llaunois and placed one of their comforters 
rouneVhis stomach. 

In such a wretched state was the poor fellow that 
they agreed it would endanger his life if they pro¬ 
ceeded on their journey; and that when the weather 
moderated the only course they could pm’sue wa# to 
return with all haste to their ship. " 

As it was impossible to keep their patient warm in 
the tent, these two young officers burrowed a hole in 
a snow-drift, and into this cavity they transported the 
sick man, themselves, and all their tent robes, closing 
the aperture by placing over it Hie tent and sledge. 



1876.] HEROIC CONDUCT. 251 

• 

Tljcy deprived tlicinselves of their own^lotliinfr for 
the benefit of the invalid,'whose frozen feet tluy 
actually placed inside their clothes in direct contact 
with their bodies, until their own heat was extracted 
and they were themselves severely frost-bitten in 
various parts. The poor fellow was now in a \'ery 
low state; he could retain neither food nor liquid. 
“About 6 p.M. he was very bad; this time worse 
than before. There appeared to he no heat in him of 
any kind whatever, and he Had acute pains in the 
stomach and back. We chafed him on the stoimmh, 
hands, face, and feet, and when Ik; got better wrapped 
him up in everything warm we could lay our hands 
upon,” namely, their own clothing, which they could 
ill afford to lose; but they entirely forgot their own 
condition in their endeavours to ameliorate that of 
their comrade. Lighting their spirit lamp and care¬ 
fully closing every crevice by which the cold air could 
enter, they succeeded in raising the temperatun! of 
the interior to 7"; but “ the atmosphere in the hut 
l)ccarao somewhat thick! ” This was, howevet, 2 )re- 
fcrable to the intense cold. Let us follow the story 
out, and learn how nobly these two officers tended 
tl^eir sick and suffering companion. “ We weroHjon- 
stantly asking if he was warm in his feet and hands, 
to which he rejrlied in the affirmative; but before 
.rnaCing him comfortable ” (fancy being 
•uudcff such circumstances !) “ for the night, we 
exfimiped his feet, and fJUnd them both perfectly 
gejid and hard from the toes to the ankle, his hands 
nearly as bad. So each taking a foot we set to work 
to warm them with our hands and llannels, as each 
hand and flannel got cold •warmiinj tli<;iu about oiw 
peraons, and also lit* up the snudt lanijr. In about 
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two hours got his feet to, and put them in warm 
foot gear, cut his hag down to allow him more room 
to move in, and then wrapped him up in the spare; 
coverlet. His hands we also brought round and 
bound them up in flannel wrappers, with mitts over 
all. Gave him some warm tea and a little rum and ’ 
water, which he threw up. Shortly after I found him 
eating snow, which we had strictly forbidden once or 
twice before. In endeavouring to do this again during 
the night, ho dragged'his feet out of the covering: 
hut only .a few minutes could have elapsed before 
this was detected by Lieutenant Ihrwson, who, upon 
examining his feet, found them in much the same 
state as before. Wo rubbed and chafed them again 
for over an hour, and when circulation was restored 
wrapped him up again, turd so passed the third 
night.” 

The patience and endurance of the two oflicers are 
beyond all praise. It is difficult to realize the misery 
of that night. Wearied with the severe physical exer¬ 
tions hf the two previous days, having their own 
meals to prepare and the dogs to look after, they had 
to pass a slfippless and anxious night in their endea- 
voui>a to keep life in the body of their half-frozen 
comrade. 

On the following morning Petersen appeared to he 
slightly better, so thinking it was preferable‘to'run, 
the risk of taking him hack as he was, than to»pass' 
such another night as tiro last, they put him pn the 
sledge, and, having hurriedly eaten their breakfast, 
they started for the ship with all despatch. They 
had a rough journey before them of eighteen miles: 
but they knew it was a ease of life and death, and 
they encouraged the dogs to their utmost speed. ^ The 
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do"s, being homeward bound, iverc wifLing enough 
and needed little persuasion, so that, for a time, they 
rattled along at a good pace. Hut. actual progress 
could not have lieen very rapid, for wo read in Eger- 
ton’s report tliat the jiatient’s “ circulation was so 
feeble that his face and hands were constanfly frost¬ 
bitten, entailing frequent stoppages whilst we endea¬ 
voured to restore the affected parts.” The dillicidties 
of the homeward journey may be gatlieri'd from the 
following extracts; “ On arriving at the Elach Cape 
wc had to take'tho patient off the sledge, and while 
one assisted hiiu*Vound, the other kept the dogs back, 
for by this time they knew they were homeward hound, 
and required no small amount of trouble to hold in. 
After getting the sledge round and restoring I’eti rsen’s 
hands and nose (which were almost as bad again a 
•few minutes after), and securing him on the sledge, 
we again set off. At the next ca})e the same diflicul- 
ties were experienced, in hid rather more, for the 
sledge took charge down a ‘ ditch,’ * about twenty-live 
feet deep, turning right over three times in its itescent, 
and out of which we had to drag it, and while clearing 
harness (which employed us both, onc'»to stand in 
front of the dogs with the whip, while the^xAher 
cleared the lines), the dogs made a sudden bolt past 
hi^utgnant llawson, who was in front with the nhip, 
and dragged me more than a hundred yards before we 
couW stop them. At length, after the usual process 
with •Petersen (that of tha'^ing his hands and nose, 
which we did every time we cleared harness, or it was 
actually necessary to stop), we got away, thankful that 

* By a ‘^ditch ” is meant a liollow forriif<l between a mm>w. 
drift and a hummock or any projection. Somo of tli.'Hc ditclic.H^w'oro 
Very steep and precipitous! 
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our troubles'were over. The dogs got their harness 
into a dreadful entanglement in their excitement tn 
get home ; but we were afraid to clear them lest they 
should break away from us, or cause us any delay, as 
we were both naturally anxious to return with the 
utmost speed to the ship, and so relieve ourselves of 
the serious responsibility occasioned by the very i)ro- 
earious state in which our patient was lying. Upon 
arriving alongside et G.30 p.m., we were very thankful , 
that Petersen was able ‘to answer us when we informed 
him he was at home.” 

Poor fellow! it was the last hoine he ever reached 
alive, for in two short months his remains wdv 
carried from the ship and laid in their last resting- 
place in this world, on the summit of a low hill 
overlooking the scene of his last sledge journey! In 
conclusion, Egerton says, “ I regret exceedingly that 
1 have been compelled to return to the ship without 
having accomplished my journey to H.M.S. ‘ Dis¬ 
covery ; ’ but I trust that what I have done will meet 
with ^’our approval, and that the course I adopted 
may be the means of having lessened the very serious 
and distrefwing condition of Petersen.” Gallant 
fellow! of course his doings meet not only with tlp' 
approval but the admiration of all Englishmen who 
take pride in the noble and heroic deeds of their coun¬ 
trymen. The work of these two brave young officers, 
on this occasion stands out conspicuously amongf^t' 
the many deeds of darirfg and devotion withrwhieh 
the annals of Arctic adventure abound. 

It must be remembered that during the time they 
were away the sun h id only just made its reappear¬ 
ance, and was tin refore at a very low altitude, so that 
little benefit con d be derived from its rays; HiUd it 
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only afforded sufficient light to onahle th/travi'llors to 
keep on the march for about eight or nine liours a- 
day.* On the 2()th of March, five days after th(! 
return from their calamitous journey, the same two 
officers made another and a more successful start. 
On this occasion they wcu-e accompanied hy a couple 
of sailors, and their sledge was dragged hy a team of 
seven dogs. In five days, after a sev('re and toilsome 
journey, rendered doubly so by the extreme cold and 
the heavy nature of the road tivcr which they had to 
travel, they resmlicd the “ Discovery,” conv< ying to 
her officers and grew the pleasing intelligence of our 
safety, and receiving in return an account of the 
happy winter passed hy them. 

Poor Petersen never recovered from the effects of 
this journey. He rallied a little aft(!r In? arrived on 
hoard, and was placed under the tender and skilful 
treatment of Dr. Colan, who for some time held out 
slight hopes of his recovery ; hut the injuries he liad 
received were of too serious a nature to admit of m\ich 
hope, and he gradually sank until he cxpired*peace- 
fully on the 14th of May. Perhaps it was better that 
it should be so, for the poor follow woo^ld not only 
have been disfigured by losing portions of hifi.nose 
and cars, hut he would also have been a cripple, 
for the doctor had been compelled to amputate both 
. his fe5t in order to stop the moi’tification from extend- 
* *tig.* These frost-bites are indeed very dreadful, and 
mtist,always be quickly talien in hand so as to avoid 
any serious result. 

* In previong expeditions parties have left their ships in Marrh ; 
hut the March of 75“ N. is very different from ttio Mareli of S:i“ X. 
In the fortner position the sun has been ntuny days loniror ub've llio 
horizon than in 82® N. 
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So cold \^re the frozen limbs of poor Petersen, that 
his companions said it was like touching cold steel, 
and produced frost-bite almost as rapidly as if they 
were really touching a piece of metal! 

Although this chapter is rather a mournful one, 
and has a very melancholy termination, I make no 
apology for having devoted it entirely to our first 
sledging expedition of the season, believing that my 
readers will feel both pride and pleasure in hearing of 
the noble conduct of my two messmates. 



CHAPTER XXI. 


THE ROUTINE OF SLEDOE .TltAVELEINO. 

“ We are well ]iersii!i<l(‘(l 
We carry not a licnrt witli us from lienee 
That ffro^^s not in a fair consi'ut with ours ; 

Nor leave not one behind, that doth not w isli 
Success and cominest to attend on us.” 

]lciinj r, 

On tlio morning of Monday, the 3rd of April, an 
jniwonted bustle and e.Ncitenient on board and ttromid 
tile “Alert” betokened that sonietliiug umisinil was 
^taking place. Men in their travelling costunn.'s might 
have lieen observed busily engaged in adding the last 
linisbiug touches to the tilready well-packed stedges. 
Ollicers, also in travelling attire, were ctirefully con¬ 
veying delicate instruments from tht; Hhii),to tlie row 
of sledges drawn up in “line of battle” on th(i,lloe. 
M^iilst the white ensign Hying from the peak _ bore 
witness of some important event. 

, The May was indeed one of memorable import, for 
•it wa^ the one that we had all, during the long dark 
winter^ looked forward to as -that on which our real 
woj;k was to commence. It was the day on which we 
were to -start forth with the object of achieving all 
that was possible with the means at our disposal, in 
the great "and glorious work of increasing the stock 
f'f geographical knowledge respecting the Polar 

s 
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regions. J^o wonder, then, that the scene of oiir 
winter quarters presented an animated and unwonted 
appearance on that bright but intensely cold morning. 

The sledges, seven in number, on two of which were 
placed the boats to accompany the northern division, 
were drawn up in single-line, one before the other, 
according to the seniority of their respective leaders. 
They were all fully equipped and provisioned, and 
wore “manned” by a force of fifty-three officers and 
men; a chosen hand, eager to emulate the deeds of 
their predecessors, and willing to rick their lives in 
bringing to a successful issue the task they had re¬ 
solved to accomplish. 

A strict medical examination had been held a day 
or two previously, and the rather unnecessary 
question, “ Do you feel yourself fit and able in every 
way to go sledging ? ” was put to all. It is needless, 
to record the answer ! 

On the previous day, being Sunday, Pullen preached 
a capital sermon, drawing comparisons between the 
undertaking in which we were about to engage, and 
the march of the Israelites to the Promised Land. 
The hymn “ for those at sea ” was sung and the Holy 
Communion celebrated, at which latter service theije 
was an exceptionally good attendance, the number 
of communicants amongst the men having largely 
increased. 

From each sledge flew the bright colours of its ■ 
commander’s standard: a swallow-tailed flag b.earilig 
the armorial colours, and emblazoned with the ergst 
of its owner, each charged with the red cross of St. 
George. In addition, the two boats displayed from 
their mast-heads Captain Nares’s Union Jack and 
a white ensign. Worked by the fair hands of some 

I 
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iQved and cherished one at home, these standards, 
as they fluttered out bravely before a gentle bn-eze, 
kindled our enthusiasm, Avhilst tlu'j materially added 
to the spirit and gaiety of tlie scene. 

The sledges were arriinged in tlie following order :— 
“Marco Polo” (with a boat), “Challenger,” “Vic¬ 
toria” (with a boat), “ Poiipie,” “Bulldog,” “Alex¬ 
andra,” and “ Bloodhound ; ” the latter was only a 
small sledge party ordered to accompany us for three 
or four days, then supply us with three diiys’ pro¬ 
visions, and return to the ship to report our i>rogress. 

At eleven o’cloelv, everything being in readiness for 
a start, all hands assembled on the floe, and j)ray(a's 
were read by Pullen. The hymn, “ God, from wliom 
all blessings flow,” was then sung, after which the 
order was given to “fall in,” and, amidst the heiirty 
.cheers of those few who wore left behind, the sludging 
parties moved off. The captain and oflicers acconi- 
panied us for a short distance, when, wishing us God 
speed, they turned to go back. This was a simial for 
three cheers from the travellers, after which they 
settled down to their work, and the march was steadily 
commenced. 

« The first day’s march was necessarily a shoit* one. 
It was to many their introduction to the “ drag-ropiis,” 
and symptoms of fatigue were soon detected, caused 
• by energetic exertions of the inexperienced, who, 
*uidi]%3 the veterans of the previous autumn, overtaxed 
their strength in their ardoifr to perform a good day’s 
work. 

The temperature at starting was 33^ below zero, 
and at this it remained steady the whole day, render¬ 
ing the task of writing up our journals when we halted 
extremely unpleasant knd painfi^l. 
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The scene of our first encampment was an animated 
and picturesque one. We had marclied about six 
miles from tlie ship, and the site selected was at the 
base of a low brow, forming a connection or isthmus 
between a long projecting tongue and the mainland. 
Here we pitched our seven tents, from each of which 
the smoke from the cooking utensils issued, ascending 
in spiral columns until lost amidst the clouds. In 
our rear were the snow-clad hills, whilst in front was 
the illimitable frozen sea. Men hurried about in 
the execution of various duties incidental to “pitching 
for the night,” such as the issuiiiff* of [irovisions by 
the several sledge-captains, the banking u]! with snow 
of the exterior of the tents, the re-packing of the 
sledges, or the careful covering up of the lading so as 
to ensure its protection from snow-drift; all of which 
duties must be sedulously carried out before rest and' 
repose can be sought in the sleeping-bags. A pleasing 
aroma of cooking tea was mixed with the fragrance 
of stewed pemmican, and made us smack our lips in 
anticipation of the meal that was preparing. 

Not the least hard part of a day’s work is that of 
cami>ing after a toilsome and weary journey, espe- 
cially*whcu the temperature is low and a cold sleep¬ 
less night anticipated; but when the weather is warm 
enough to obtain a good night’s rest, the order to^halt 
is always received with very great satisfaction, more 
especially when a good day’s work has been acKiom- 
plished, with the prospefit of fair travelling on the 
morrow. 

As soon as the tents are ready for the reception of 
the men, they enter one by one, take off their “ over¬ 
alls ” for which their duffel coats are substituted, 
change their foot ge^r and get into their sleeping- 
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bags. This change of foot gear in tlic iitoniing and 
evening is the whole extent of the toilet pei t'oinied hv 
the sledgers until their return to tluj sliip ! 

The following morning we wore under weigli 
early, having spent a cold wndched niglit. only loo 
glad to bo up and doing Koniething, tlie temperature 
inside our tent, with all tlie men in llieir l)aes, being 
as low as 15’ below zero. The ('\perienee gained 
during the autumn had a ver^v sulutarv elfeet on the 
travellers, the apprehension even of frost-bile lieing in 
itself sullicient to banish all idea of sleep. 

The operation•ftf dnjssing and undressing, allliongli 
it is e’ntii’ely limited to the clothing of (lie feet, i^ 
without doubt one of tlie most disagreeable diilicN 
connected with sledge travelling. Oiir hose and 
blanket-wrappeu's, although they were invariably bejd 
innidr our sleeping-bags during (he night, v\ere frozen 
so hard in the morning that they were with (he 
greatest difficulty folded over our feel. Soinelitiies 
the wrappers were tied round the knees at niebl-tinie 
to protect them from the cold, for that jiart of onr 
bod}' seemed more sensitive to the temperature than 
any other. * 

• Not the least trj’ing part of our toilet was'laciiig 
and tying the stiilly frozen strings of our e(|nally baid 
moccasins with fingers either aching from cold or 
devokT of all sensation. Not only was this a vei \ 
pair/ul operation, but it was one that sorely taxi d 
and ruffled the equanimity 6f our tempers. 

■ •The snow over which we travelled was very soft 
and, unfortunately for us, was also very deep, maluiig 
the dragging with our heavily laden sledges most 
laborious, in fact so much so that we were frequently 
compelled to resort to “doubly; banking;” that is to 
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say, the two crews would be employed in first dragging 
on one sledge and then return to advance the other. 
This, of course, m^de our progress very slow. After 
the long confinement of the men during the darkness 
of the winter, they were, in spite of the careful atten¬ 
tion that had been paid to daily exercise, hardly in 
what might be called first-rate condition, so that 
fatigue for the first few days was felt the majority, 
and not wishing to impose too much on their zealous 
desire to push on, short journeys were in consequence 
performed. 

On the second day out, the temperature fell to 45' 
below zero, or 77° below freezing point. The cold 
then was so intense as to deprive us of sleep, the 
temperature inside the tent being as low as - 25°, 
the whole period of rest being occupied in attempting 
to keep the blood in circulation. Several frost-bites * 
were sustained, but they were all attended to in time, 
and resulted in nothing worse than severe and very 
uncomfortable blisters. 

So hard were our tent robes and sleeping-bags 
frozen that they resembled sheet-iron, and care had 
to be taken lO prevent them from coming into contact 
with the face, for an abrasion of the skin would un> 
doubtedly follow! 

Our emry paste, a small quantity of which we used 
to mix with our pemmican to make it more palateable, 
looked, as the cook of the day observed, exactly like, a 
piece of brass, and was equally hard. Cramp in the 
legs was complained of by many during the first few 
nights,‘but gradually wore off, having in all proba¬ 
bility been , induced by the severe and unaccustomed 
exercise. Thirst was also a subject of complaint, 
and this, except at meal times, it was impossible to 
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alleviate; for although each man was supplied with a 
tin water-bottle covered with dulTel, the water could 
not bo prevented from freezing, in 8j)ite of the bottles 
being kept inside the waistbands of the men’s trousers. 
The practice of quenching thirst by putting snow or 
ice into the mouth is a very dangerous one and was 
never permitted. 

On the fourth day out we parted with our little 
sledge, the “ Bloodhound,” w^iich, having fullilled its 
mission, returned to the ship, taking back one of our 
party, who appeared unable to stand the fatigues of 
sledging, and leaving one of their crew to lill bis 
vacancy. We were thus able to send back int(dligeiice 
of our lU'ogress so far, and to nqxn’t the health of tlu! 
men to be satisfactory, and that all were in capital 
spirits. On the 10th of April the six sledges in com¬ 
pany arrived at the depot of provisions established 
near Cape Joseph Henry during the autumn, and 
found it undisturbed. The remainder of that day 
was employed in bringing the provisions oll^ to the 
sledges, which were left on the ice, and in distributing 
them. The next morning was thick and foggy, tin; 
atmosphere being rendered doubly obscure by a heavy 
fall of snow. 


The cold, uncomfortable daylight dawned, 

And the white tenta, topping a low ground fog, 
Showed like a fleet becalmed.” 


On.this day the supportiftg sledges." Bulldog” and 
‘‘•Alexandra,” having performed the duties allotted to 
them, bade farewell to their companions and returned 
to their ship. The two extended parties advanced on 
their solitary missions; the northern division leaving 
the land and pushing straight t)ut on the rugged polar 
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pack, whilst the western party continued the explora¬ 
tion of the coast to the westward. 

It was a strange farewell that was taken on that 
cold dull day on the inhospitable ice-floe, amidst 
bristling hummocks and heaped up snow-drifts, as 
tlie several parties pursued their different courses, one 
returning to their Arctic home, the others to unknown 
difficulties, but to hoped-for discoveries. 

Brief was the parting, but sincere were the wishes 
for each other’s success. Hearty British cheers re¬ 
sounded in that icy wilderness, hitherto undisturbed 
by the presence of mortal man, as we bade adiell to 
our fellow-travellers, the echoes from which bad 
scarce died away before their forms vanished from 
our view in the thick driving snow that shrouded in 
obscurity the surrounding objects. 

It was, however, no time for reflection ; for now all 
our energies, both mental and physical, had to be 
devoted to the furtherance of the great work with 
which we were entrusted. The men resolutely seized 
their drag-ropes, and with light and willing hearts 
commenced their toilsome advance. 

In order 'to enable my readers to follow us during 
the tiihe we were engaged in the sledging operations^ 
I will endeavour to explain, as briefly as possible, the 
ordinary daily routine invariably carried out by those 
so employed belonging to the “Alert.” 

The cook for the day is an important persoiftige, 
and his duties, gs I have before related, are of a very 
onerous and trying description. Each individual 
composing the sledge crew has to perform this office 
in tm-n during twenty-four hours, and it is one that 
sorely taxes his patience and powers of endurance, 
especially in very coldtweather. ‘ He gladly transfers 
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hi^ functions as cook to liis sucooK,sor,*\ap]iv in tlic 
assurance tliat liis “ turn ” will not come round for 
another week, unless sickness or an^ other unforeseen 
event should prostrate any of his comrades. 

The cook’s work commences at an early hour, when, 
after having lighted his lamp and converted sullicieiit 
ice or snow into water for the morning meal, he le- 
enters the tent, and walking umsmeernedly on the 
sleeping forms of his companions, proceeds deliher- 
ately to brush from the top* and sides of the lent 
the condensed moisture that has lieiai acenmulating 
durhig the night*, and whicdi falls in minute froy.eii 
liarticles on the coverlet. This o]ieralion being con¬ 
cluded, to the no small ndief of those over whom 
he has been walking, the coverlet is removed, well 
l)rushed, shaken, folded up, and [)laced on the sledge. 
•He then busies himself with the important [irepara- 
tions for breakfast. In about two hours from the 
time that the cook is called, thi' cocoa is n'porled 
ready, when the rest of the party are awakened. 

If the weather is very cold, breakfast is il*scusse(l 
in our bags, in which we all sit up ; a comical-looking 
lot in our grey skull-caps and dull'el ,foats! The 
biscuit bag is then laid in the centre of the'teut. 
spoons are produced, and the pannikins, each eon- 
tai:im^ one pint of warm cocoa, are handecl in. The 
only articles that were not considered as comnion 
property amongst us were our spoons. These were 
slighUy larger than an ordinary tabhj-spoon, were 
made of horn, and supplied to each sledger by a 
beneficent Government. We generally carried them 
slung round our necks by laniards, or in our pockets. 

The pannikins being emptied they arc returned to 
the cook, who has in the mean time l)ccn prepiiring 
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the So hard is this article frozen that 

the portions for use have to be chipped off with a 
chopper before they can be put into the stewpan. 

While the cook^s anxiety is momentarily increased 
by the fear that his fuel will be consumed before the 
repast is prepared, and his fingers are alternately 
burnt and frost-bitten in his endeavours to trim and 
adjust the lamp, prayers are read to those inside, the 
foot gear is changed ,and the sleeping-bags rolled up. 
By the time this has been done, the pemmican is 
ready, passed in, and eaten. Orders are then given 
to strike tent, pack sledge, and prepare to march. 

The great secret in packing a sledge properly is 
to have the weights as nearly as possible in the centre 
—as far from the extremes as it is possible to get 
them. BO that the sledge may rise easily over obstacles. 
When all is ready, the drag-ropes are manned, and- 
with a “one, two, three, haul,” and a good pull 
altogether, the sledge is started and the march 
commenced. 

Care" should be taken to scrape the pannikins out 
with a knife, before the refuse inside has time to 
freeze, otherwise it will be difficult to remove. Water 
for washing purposes, of any description, whilst 
sledging is quite out of the question. After marching 
for about five or six hours, a halt is called for lunch. 

' t - <0^ 

This meal consists of four ounces of bacon, a little 
biscuit, and a warm pannikin of tea to each man* 

Although the most refivjshing and enjoyable .of all 
our meals, luncheon was, when there was much wind, 
or the weather intensely cold, a very trying one. The 
halt is of necessity long. Frequently an hour or an 
hour and a half elapses before the tea is reported 
ready, during which time the men are compelled to 
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keep constantly on the move to avorf, frost-bites. 
When there is much wind the tent is pitched; but 
this adds little to our comfort, for^it is too cold to 
remain inside for any length of time. If wo were 
not all suffering from the same cause, we should be 
disposed to laugh at the strange antics of our com¬ 
panions in their efforts to keep their feet from getting 
frost-bitten. One man is “marking time” at the 
double; another jumping up and down in a frantic 
manner; another is sitting ‘down cross-legged like 
a Turk, or a ttfilor, and is occupied in belabouring 
his feet with hi^* mittened hands, in his energetic 
endeavours to restore circulation; whilst another, 
unable any longer to endure the cold, commences 
furiously to kick the sledge, or a hummock, with both 
feet like one bereft of his senses. Althougli halted, 
•little rest is enjoyed; anxiously is the kettle watched, 
and many are the tender inquiries concerning tins 
state of the water inside. “Does it boil?” is a 
question frequently asked, and unless the cook is 
blessed with an amiable disposition, the pefversity 
of the kettle is sufficient, at times, to drive him 
almost distracted. The old saw, “A watched pot 
never boils,” is fully exemplified. At length, to the 
relief and delight of all, the announcement is made 
thal^tjie tea is ready, when all troubles are forgotten 
in the pleasure and enjoyment of a warm pannikin 
of. tea. Sometimes little difficulties would arise in 
consequence of the haste wfth which it was necessary 
te* prepare and discuss this meal. These, althougli 
serious at the time, served afterwards to amuse, and 
were soon forgotten. On one occasion, the water 
having been boiled, and the cook having, as he 
thought, carefully afided the »tea and sugar, which 
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were as car/ifully stirred up, the allowance of tea was 
served out and eagerly drunk by the wearied sledgers, 
Tv/io wei’e only too glad and thankful to receive any¬ 
thing warm. It was not until some time after the 
allowtanee had been consumed that the cook discovered 
he had omitted to put in the tea, and had served out 
simply a decoction of warm water and brown sugar! 
Sometimes the tea was made from salt-water ice, the 
cook having inadvertently mixed it before tasting the 
water ! In such a case wo had cither to drink it, oi' 
get noiwi at all! ^ 

Our bacon was, as a rule, frozen'' so hard as to be 
like a piece of granite, and it was only by thawing it 
in our warm tea tliat it became eatable. This had 
the effect of converting our tea into a sort of soup ! 

The time of halting for tlie niglit varied con¬ 
siderably; bnt it was generally after ten, eleven, and 
sometimes twelve hours’ steady marching. The first 
tiling to be done is to select a suitable site as level as 
possible and where the snow is not too deep, for 
pitehii\g the tent, which should bo carefully banked 
up outside with snow to the height of two or three 
feet. Every one assists in this work except the cook, 
who *is busily engaged in the necessary jn-eparatious 
for the evening meal. As soon as the tent is ready, 
the men enter, change their foot gear, and struggle 
into their half-frozen lyags, their toes and feet having 
previously been examined by the officer for the detec¬ 
tion of frost-bites. If * a frost-bite is discevered. 
circulation is immediately restored, and the injured 
part dressed by the application of a little glycerine 
ointment and some lint. 

As a rule the moccasins, hose, and blanket wrappers 
are so firmly frozen.together-that they are.with 



1876.] HALTING FOR THE NIGHT. 'Ml 

difficulty separated, and arc taken oil tlu; foot as .me 
article of clothing. It is amusing to witness tlie 
frantic e.vertion.s made by some of tlio men in tln ir 
efforts to struggle into their dtillel coats, 'they are 
frozen so stiff and hard that this operation is alua^s 
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ah intensely aggravating ffuie, and even when it is 
accomplished, the men arc utterly helpless uu i le 
warmth from their bodies has partially thawed tiio 
coats and rendered them supple. Ihey wue, wi a 
very great deal of truth, likened to “strait-jackets. 

By the time that the whole, party are comfortably 
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settled in their bags, supper, consisting of tea and 
pemmican, is ready and served; after which pipes are 
lighted, conversation ensues, and the allowance of 
grog is served out. This is undoubtedly the most 
delightful and happiest part of the day’s proceedings, 
and I should deprecate very strongly any attempts 
to deprive the poor Arctic sledger of his small modicum 
of rum and water, provided it was always issued at 
the same time as ours, and never during the fatigue 
and exertions of the diiy. The quantity is so small 
that the most fanatical theorist cannot seriously 
maintain that it can do harm. But-experience proves 
that it tends very materially to cheer and invigorate 
the men during the short time that they can really 
call their own in the whole twenty-four hours, and 
it certainly imparts a glow which induces sleep—a 
very important effect of its use. Sometimes singing, 
will be the order of the day, or rather evening, or 
perhaps a book will be read aloud; but whatever 
amusement is resorted to for the purpose of thoroughly 
cnjoyiilg the half-hour after supper, whether it is 
singing, reading, or yarning, all are cheerful, con¬ 
tented, and.happy. 

Home is, of course, a great topic of conversation, 
and what each man intends doing on his return to 
England is freely discussed. We know all about 
each other, and frequently detect ourselves coiin^iing 
secrets that we should under ordinary circumstances 
divulge only to our bosom, friends. Sometimes a hot 
argument is maintained between'two men belonging 
to different counties on the relative merits of the pigs 
of their own counties and their manner of feeding; 
or perhaps they will get into a discussion on the 
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liberality of large landed proprietors near, whom they 
may be living. For instance, one man who lived in 
Devonshire was extolling Lord Mount Edgcuinhe. 
“ Ah! he was a noble lord! he opened his grounds 
once a w’eek for the admission of the public.” Ihit 
■ another man, hailing from Lancashire, answiTed by 
saying, “ He didn’t see that he was any better tlian 
any other lord; for,” he said, “ Lord Derby admitted 
the public into his park every .day, and if it was 
raining he would send his catriage for you ! ” Tins 
argument, although I fear not strictly correct, was 
unanswerable, and the west countryman had to give 
in to the more liberal exptriences of his friend. 

Before composing ourselves to sleep, the cook, 
having made the necessary preparations for the 
morning’s meal, passes in our coverlet. This is 
ahvays the last thing done before closing the door 
of the tent for the night. 

How is it possible to describe what this coverlet 
is like when handed in ? Those who have never been 
initiated into the mysteries of \rctic sledge lif(? would 
he unable to realize what it resembles when nnpacktal 
from the sledge. It is more like a pieces! wood or 
8]ieet-iron than an article of woollen material. .With 
the utmost difficulty it is unfolded; but as for spread¬ 
ing, that is quite out of the question: it stands nj) in 
• the centre like a second tent, and refuses to lie Hat, 
'in sjyte of the beating with which it is assailed. It 
IS only after it has been some time in this position 
tliat it gradually thaws, when it becomes a “wet 
blanket ’’ indeed! 

The contents of this chapter may give some idea of 
the ordmary routine of a sledge traveller’s life. The 
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details were‘invariably carried out by the different 
sledge parties despatched from the “ Alert.” In the 
succeeding chapter we will follow the fortunes of the 
northern division^ and I shall endeavour to depict 
briefly the difficulties it had to contend with, and the 
manner in which they were surmounted. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

THE NOETHERN DIVISION-TRAVELLING IN APRIL. 

• 

“ '{hcso high ^iU hills, and rough uneven ways, 

Draw out our mjles and make them wearisome; 

And yet your fair disoonrso hath been as s\igar, 

Making the hard way sweet and dcleclablo .... 

But I bethink me, what a weary way ! ” 

Richard If. 

.The different sledge parties having branched off, as 
related in the preceding chaptia-, I must request my 
readers to follow the fortunes of the northern division, 
which was under my command. 

The serious obstacles that so persistently ifhpeded 
our progress were immediately encountered. I he 
retreating forms of our comrades, who liad assisted 
us thus far, were scarcely out of sight before wc«were 
busily engaged in constructing a road along which to 
drag our sledges. These roa4s were rendered neces- 
. sary*!!! consequence of the rugged nature of the ice 
• over.which we had to travel, the floes being of the 
srnali^st dimensions as regarded superficial area, and 
surrounded by broad fringes of squeezed-up hum¬ 
mocks. The hummocks proved most formidable im¬ 
pediments to our advance. No sooner had i\e 
gratulated ourselves upon successfully accomplishing 
a passage through oae line o4 these obstacles, an 
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another, and perhaps a more ruggcrt ami, apparently 
impassable hedge, appeared in front of us. It seemed 
as if a terrible conflict had been fought between tbosi! 
ponderous masses of ice, which had so slmttered and 
split them up as to suggest to us the idea that they 
resembled a tempestuous broken sea suddenly frozen. 

To make any advance at all, pickaxes ami shovels 
were in constant requisition, ami with these imide- 
ments we succeeded in hewing and cutting a road for 
our sledges, by which we were* able to make a snail- 
like progress. .The roughness of the road was not 
our only difficulty# Around and about the liuninioeks 
the snow had drifted to such a depth that the men 
were frequently floundering in it up to their waists, 
and passages through tliis had to be cleared with 
shovels before the sledges could bo dragged on. Occa¬ 
sionally the sledges would have to be unpacked and 
lightened considerably before they could be dragged 
through this deep soft snow. 

We, at first, attempted to console ourselves with 
the idea that this irregular and broken sea of fee was 
only caused by our proximity to the land; and that 
we should, as we advanced in a northerly direction, 
meet with smooth level floes, on which we shoiihl be 
able to travel along merrily, and so make up for the 
time expended in struggling through the Injmrnocks. 

. HSW delusive proved our hopes and anticipations 
•the sequel will show! The belts of hummocks that 
separated the floes varied from twenty yards to half a 
niile in breadth, and were from fifteen to fifty feet in 
height. 

Eoad-making, as we called it, was a w'ork of daily, 
I may say of constant, occm-rence. We regarded our 
picka;ies with great affection, .*nd they were consc- 
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quently treated with the utmost tenderness and care. 
Any mishap to them would have been indeed a serious 
misfortune, as we should have nothing to supply their 
place, and would therefore have been in a predica¬ 
ment in which we could neither advance nor return. 
The anxiety with which they were watched may' 
therefore be imagined. 

Instead of giving simply a brief resume of our 
sledging life, it will I think, be more interesting to 
follow the sledge parties day by day in their arduous 
march to the northward, and their still more irksome 
and wearisome return journey. To do this, it will be 
as well to extract portions from my daily journal, 
avoiding repetition as much as possible, and com¬ 
mencing on the day after that on which we -were left 
by our supporting sledges to prosecute our under¬ 
taking. 

A^iril 12th. — A most gratifying and unexpected 
change of weather enabled us to pass a comparatively 
comfortable night, the temperature inside our tent 
being as high as -f 16°. Hitherto it has stood at, 
and generally far below, zero. With the thermometer 
in the air. registering a few degrees below zero, it is 
just possible to keep ourselves warm enough inside 
our tents to sleep; but with a temperature ranging 
from - 35° dowuwai'ds sleep is almost out of the 
question. * 

- In order to keep the sun as much as possible at our 
backs during the time<.we were on the march, 'we 
adopted the system of travelling, whilst on our out¬ 
ward journey, between noon and midnight. The 
cooks were, as a rule, called at about half-past nine 
in the forenoon, and the sledges were generally on the 
move about half-past eleven. This time of travelling 
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was selected more with a view to the prevention of 
.snow blindness than anythin^ else. 

After breakfast the road-makers, six in nninber, 
were advanced for the purpose of constructing a road 
through an ugly fringe of Innnmocks on the southern 
side of which our camp had him pitelusl; tlie rest 
of the party being emi)loyed in striking the timts. 
packing and bringing on the sledges, one by one, as 
far as the road was i)ractical)le. lieiug a bright sunny 
day the tent robes and other gear were triced up to 
the boats’ masts and yards to dry. 'I’lie sun was 
powerful enough‘‘to extract tlie moisture from the 
woollen substance, which would freeze, forming a 
sort of hoar-frost that could with ease bo brushed (Pi- 
shaken off. 

On these bright clear days, tlie snow on the surfaci' 
of the does over which we were journeying was so 
highly crystallized that it sparkled and glittered wit !i 
the most brilliant iridescent colours. 'I'lic gronml 
upon which wo trod appeared to be stri'wn with bright 
and lustrous gems, of which the most prominent weir 
diamonds, rubies, emeralds, and sapiihires. It wa^ 
indeed a fair 3 '-like scene ; but our diitie.? were to i 
nyitter of fact to admit of our indulging for anj* time 
in romance or sentiment. 

A (T^fince at our comrades would quickly recall us 
•to the reality of our situation. Their dirty and rougb- 
'clad fprms were strangely at variance with the scene 
of enciiantment that might‘be conjured up. Wit'i 
faees scarified by the combined action of sun ami 
frost, and black with smoke, with the tips of their 
fingers senseless from repeated frost-bites, with sore 
shoulders and aching limbs, the wearied sledgers 
pursued their way, net altogether indifferent to the 
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l)Oiiiitios tlmt slUTouiulcd them, but careless of the 
(litlicultics aiul discomforts tlu^y encountered. 

During tlio afturnoon, being about three miles from 
the nearest land, wo observed, to our surprise, the 
fresh traces on tlie snow of a little lemming! It is _ 
bard to t(dl what inducement this little animal could 
have bad for straying so far away from the land, and 
(consequently from its means of obtaining the wlierc- 
witbal to support lif« ! ^ 

We passed tbrougli a dense mass of liummocks, 
emerging, eventually, on a heavy ftoe of “ ancient 
lineage,” whose surface was undulating, and adorned 
with veritable “ i(;e-mounta.ins ” some twenty feet in 
height. These were generally of a rounded form and 
of a smoolh surface, and appeared to bo the result of 
long and continuous snow-drift. We camped on the 
northern edge of the iloe, the men being employed in 
cutting a road through the hummocks whilst supper 
was preparing, in readiness for our start on the 
morrow. 

A journey through, and over, hummocks is the 
most unsatisfactory kind of travelling that can pos¬ 
sibly be Wnagined. ‘‘Standing pulls” must be the 
ordiVof the day, and the incessant “one, two, three, 
haul” is constantly heard. The trudging backwards 
and forwards to drag the different sledges to th<‘ front 
along the same road is deeid('dly monotonous ; but* 
this had no effect on the cheerfulness and g aieral 
good spirits of the men, who were all actuated by the 
same zealous desire to do their best. The tempera- 
ture all day had been d light.'ul, ranging from 8’ to 
‘20 below zero. 

April I'Mh .—A dull, cloudy day, with the sun 
shining at intervals, *and the lemperature as low at 
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one time as —33". We cut a road aiuT.dra'i^ed the 
sledi'es tlirou^h a friiii'o of ImmtnocKs aliout two 
lumdred yards iu breadth, then crossed a line iarj^e 
Hoc tliat alforded us capital travelling for nearly a 
mile in a northerly directiiiii, then throuoh another 
long fringe of large and troublesome huniniocks, until 
we were coin])letely brought to a, standstill by a mass 
of enormous fragments of ice, piled up in an irregular 
form to the height of from twenty to thirty feet. 
Through this obstacle we resolved to cut a road : in 
fact, no other a^ternatiiai otfered. it was a long and 
tedious job ; but*tvith such a hearty good will diil the 
men work that we had the satisfaction of di’agging onr 
sledges over a very rough road and encamping for the 
night with the dil’licnlties in our rear. Parr with pi(d<- 
axi' and shovel was a lirst-rate “ navvy,” and worked 
like a horse. 

Our routine was for one or otlu'r (jf us to select the 
best route through the humm(Kd\S. This being done, 
one, with a gang of road-makers, ju'oceeded to con¬ 
struct the road, whilst the other, with the remainder 
of the party, dragged the sledges on (me by one. 
Orcat care had to be taken that our b(«ts, on the 
(,‘xceedingly rough road over which they were dragged, 
did not sustain any injury. Sometimes it was a very 
delici^te matter, and one that laapiired skilful han¬ 
dling, after the sledges had been hauled u]) to the top 
of the hummocks, to lower tluan down in safely on 
the opposite side. The ca.'H; and facility with which 
the ice yielded to the de.xterous blows of the pi( kaxes, 
wielded by strong and determined men, was almost 
incredible. Apparently impenetrable masses of ice 
vanished before their efforts, and left a fairly good 
roai by which we advanced. 
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April Last night our sleeping-bags were 

frozen so hard that it was with gi'eat difficulty we 
succeeded in getting into them. Even when this was 
accomplished, the warnitli we derived from them was 
inappreciable, and we felt more as if we were confined 
in a wooden box or coffin than in a woollen bag! ^ My 
hlanhct wrappers, although I laid on them all night. 
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were so stiff this morning that I had the utmost 
difficulty in bending them over my feet! Being Good 
Friday, our prayers in Eie morning were of longer 
duration than usual. 

Crossed an old floe having a hard incrustation on 
its surface—not sufficiently strong, however, to bear 
the weight either of the men or the sledges; conse¬ 
quently at every step -we broke' through, and would 
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then sink deeply into soft snow. This \^:is not only 
very laborious hut very agf'ravatin^ work. 

On portions of the road, where^ these j)atehes ol 
level soft snow occurred, the tlat-hottonied tahojji^ans. 
used in the Hudson ]>ay Coinpany s territory wniild 
be suitable. Ihit the greater part of the road was 
over heavy hroken-u[) hunnnocks and liard frai'iiieiits 
of ice, lying at all kinds of angles; on the whole we 
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foinui the eight-men high-runner sledge which we 
used, and which was originally designed hy Sii 
Leopold McClintock, infinitely preferable. Long ex¬ 
perience has conclusively proved its e-Kcellenee. It 
Avas the kind of sledge Avith Avhich the North ^\ est 
Passage Avas discovered and the Parry Islands ex¬ 
plored, and with us it once more did most admiiabh; 
service in many directions, and OAxr the roughest 
ground imaginable. 
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The t(TOii6rature was too low to allow us to stop 
for the purpose of obtaining a meridian altitude, 
which w(! invariably get at noon. There wais an un- 
pleaKant niiipiiig'breeze from the northward; our 
faces, more especially our noses, being “ touched up ” 
constantly by Jack h’rost. 

The Hoes off Cape Joseph Henry, although actually 
sinalk.'r than most of those wo have crossed, w'crc far 
more hea\y. In all probability they are reduced in 
size by great and con'iinual pi’essurc off tlie cape. 
The wind fresliening, and tin' weetlicr becoming 
very thick, we halted an hour earlier than wo other- 
wis(^ would have' done. 

.lohn Shirley, one of my sledge crew, complained of 
pains in his ankles and knees. On examination they 
appeared slightly swollen, and I treated him according 
to the instructions laid down for the guidance of the 
sledging ollieers by our doctor. 

Although at the time ignorant of the fact, this was 
the first appearance of that dreadful disease, scurvy, 
which shortly afterwards laid its destroying hand 
Ilium us, and ri'dueed us to such a helpless and pros¬ 
trate state.. From this day we were deprived of the 
servivys of Shirley, who gradually but surely got 
worse, and was never again able to render the 
slightest assistance even in the most minute details 
of our routine. 

Ajiril loth .—A X.W. gale, with an exceedingly low 
temperature, and an impfrvious snow-drift, reiicfcred 
travelling (juite out of the iiuestion. 

Extreme wretchedness, I might almost say abject 
misery, was our lot to-day. 

^Ye appeared to receive little benefit, in the way 
of warmth, from our tejit robes, .and the tempers^ture 
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our tout, with our wliolo purty fyuhllcil dosic 
to^i'thor, was i'l holow zoro ! Ciladly would wo havi' 
pushed oil had it Iwoii possihlo. A hard dads work, 
ovou aiuon;,'st tho most impoiiotrahlo hummocks, 
would liav(^ boon iiirmitcly prol'i'rahlo to our )iioscut 
forced deleiitiou aud inactivity, riiahle to stir out¬ 
side the ti'ut, on account (d' tlie IdiudinL; snow-drift 
that was whirling around, too col<l to reail or even to 
sit up in one’s hao for tlie sake, of conversation, tent 
ndtes and haos frozen hard—a comhinatiou of these 
evils renders the position of those wlio sutVer from 
them an unenvii{1)le one imleed. It is a, reiuarkalde 
fact that we this day cNpei’iema'd a lower tempi'raliire 
duriuo a oale of wind than we did during tli<'whole 
winter at tho “.Merfs” winter quarters. This ap- 
jiears to jioint conclusively to the fact tliat thci'e can 
he no hu'oe body of water either to the iioithward or 
westward of us. 

The thermometer invariably rose diirino tlie 
southerly f^ales e\perienced in the winter, aud tliis 
was Very naturally attrihuteil to the wind Idowinj^ 
across a laroc expanse of open water. 

April null .—Master Sunday. 

, The gale, although it had moderated, wan still 
blowing too liercely to allow us to proceid. We were 
therefore compelled, sorely against our inclination, 
to remain encamped. W'e unanimously came to the 
conclusion that this was by far the most wiel>-heil and 
misiitable Easter Sunday •that we had < \er sjicnt. 
lAirty-cight hours in a gale of wind, tied up in a hag 
off the most northern known land, with a ti iiiperature 
07’ below freezing point, is certainly not the most 
pleasant manner that any one would select for passing 
an Easter Sunday! 
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For forty Ijoura I did not have the slightest feeling 
in my feet, and could not really declare that I was in 
possession of those useful members—as for sleep, 
under the circumstances, that was quite out of the 
(|uestion. In spite of the cold and dismal surround¬ 
ings, we did not neglect last evening the usual 
Saturday night’s toast, on receipt of our small allow¬ 
ance of grog. It most decidedly had the effect of 
cheering us up considerably, and for the time assisted 
in making us forget the discomfort of our position. 
At half-past four in the afternoon, the wind having 
subsided, it was di'termiued to make a move. We 
felt that anything was 2U’efcrablc to the tedium and 
dreariness of our compulsory detention. The tents 
were accordingly struck, sledges i)ackcd, and the 
march renewed. Shirley, being unable to walk, was 
placed in his sleeping-bag, rolled up in the tent robes, 
iind tied securely on one of the sledges. This seriously 
added to the weight to bo dragged, whilst it also re¬ 
duced our motive power; however, we hoped that by 
thus giving him eom 2 )lete rest, he would the more 
rapidly recover and resume his place on the drag-nqies. 

Alas ! bow little did we think that the fearful and 
wastiwg disease, the premonitory symptoms of which 
were now exhibited, would insidiously steal its w'ay 
amongst us, and assailing the party one bygone 
reduce us so disastrously as to bring us to the verge 
of destruction ! 

We cut our way through a hedge of hummocks 
about one-third of a mile in breadth, and then on 
to a floe apparently of great thickness; hut, unfortu¬ 
nately for us, not more than three hundi’ed yards 
across. Between these stupendous floes we would occa¬ 
sionally meet with some-young ice amongst the hum- 
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mocks which, when it trciulod in the (liit ction. 
would afford us easy travelling ; but these leads wi'iT' 
never of any extent. 

The gale had accumulated the show in deep drifts, 
which rendered the task of dragging the sKdges 
harder than ever. Our progress was necessarily slow. 
We halted and encamped at half-past ten. Tlie men 
appeared to he more easily fatigued afti'r lying so 
long idle in their hags than if they had performed a 
hard day’s work. Our camp this evening was intehed 
almost abreast.of Cape Joseph Henry, though some 
miles off it. .• 

When viewed from seaward, or nion^ correc-tly 
speaking, “iceward,” this headland presents a hold 
and rugged appearance, rising nearly perpendicular 
from base to summit, to a height of about eight 
hundred feet, whence the land recedes, gradually 
ascending until it culminates in a peak about three 
or four hundred feet higher. It appears to be ol 
limestone formation, with regular stratiliealious dip¬ 
ping to the southward at an angle of 0 to Xt from 
the horizontal. The Cape itself terminates in a knife- 
like edge from summit to base, in shape^very much 
resembling the ram-bow of an ironclad, (..'viiiciil 
llill, situated immediately to the southward ol Cape 
.Joseph Henry, when observed on the same bearing, 
presents more the form of a hog’s back than a cone,- 
but possesses the same bold, rugged aspect. It is 
about the same height as tb,e peak surmounting Cape 
•][qsepli Henry, and is of the same foi’ination; but, 
unlike its neighbour, the strata dip to the southward 
at an angle of about 6° or 10' from the vertical, giving 
it altogether a rather distorted appearance. '1 here is 
a grgat deal of similarity in thf surrounding hills, all 
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being more or less coniform, and of an altitude of 
from one to two thousand feet. 

17^h .—Shirley no better this morning, and 
to add to our troubles, George Porter, one of Parr’s 
sledge crew, was also suffering in the same manner 
from swollen and puffy knee joints. 

Two men /lors dc combat out of our little force 
diminishes our strength very materially, and as they 
have both to be carried on the sledges it adds 
seriously to the weights to be dragged. The morning 
was bright and sunny, with a temperature as high as 
2-1'’ below zero, so we congratulated.ourselves that it 
was now really on the turn, and that wo should no 
longer encounter any more extreme cold. The men 
take kindly to their snow-goggles, and never attempt 
to take them off’ whilst on the march—perhaps my 
expatiating largely on the excruciating agony and 
acute jiain inseparable from snow blindness, is in 
some way connected with their submissiveness in 
this respect! Alfred Pearce was, yesterday, rather 
severel;; frost-bitten on one of his lingers; hut circu¬ 
lation was rapidly rcstiu'cd, and to-day, with the 
exception (jf a little soreness, he suffers no ill effects 
from ,it. The travelling to-day was nearly a repetition 
of what wo had hitherto been encountering: large 
masses of ice thickly compacted together, squeezed 
up into every conceivable, but indescribable, Shape 
and form to a height of about twenty-five feet; but 
these had to succumb tt» the strenuous exertions of 
Parr and his indefatigable road-makers. 

Energy and perseverance performed wonders. The 
men worked uncommonly well—my only fear was that 
they would overtax their strength. Poor follows! 
they get little rest dirking the d(iy, for even when we 
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halt for lunch, they arc cojn])t'llc(l to ho coiitinuiilly 
on the move to keep their hlood in ciivuliitiou. To 
sit or lie down for any leiifttli of time would he f;d:il. 
No wonder, then, they are fatigued at tlie'eud of the 
day’s work. 

S{)me of the floes over which wc iravelled to-day 
were of greater thickness than others, and it was no 
uiifrequent occurnoice for us to <1rop a height of si\ 
or seven feet from the top of one floe to the surface of 
another; or, rhr rerxd, to have to haul tlu' sledges up 
the same hcigl>t. This was no easy work willi our 
heavily laden sloflges and boats. Snow eomnicneed 
falling at fl p.m., and continued all night. 

18//(.—The old story last night with our 
sleeping-hags! So hard were they frozen that it. 
occupied us a considerable time before we could 
.struggle into them. The night, however, was not 
so cold, and we succeeded in sleeping jirelty eouiforl- 
ably. ]5(;forc starting this morning we lightened our 
heavy sledge by making a redistribution of the w( iglits 
on all three sledges. By thest! means we lioji^l to he 
able to get on a little bett(;r. 

"We found the helmet worsted (-aps tliiit were so 
Jvindly given to us by the Emi)ress very wai'iiv and 
comfortable for sleeping in. They an; tinieh appre¬ 
ciated by the men, who call them “Eugenics,'’ and 
they constantly refer with gratitude to her IMajest.y s 
kin.l,and thoughtful present. 

’Tlia travelling to-day wjis excessively heavy, in 
consequence of the unevenness of the floes and the 
deep soft snow with which they were covered. After 
lunch we arrived at and crossed some “ veritable 
palaeocrystic floes ”—apparently of gigantic thickness, 
and •studded with numerous rounded snow hillocks: 
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the height of some of the latter being as much as 
thirty feet above the surface of the floe. In crossing 
one of these, the “ Victoria ” sledge capsized, hut was 
soon righted without damaging cither the sledge or the 
boat, or injuring the invalid who was lashed on top, 
and who received only a slight shaking. As wo pro¬ 
ceeded northwards we opened out the land to the 
westward, and a largo hay which has since been called 
Clements Markham Inlet. A S.E. breeze sprang up 
in the evening shortly before we halted, which, 
strange to say, sent the temperatuve down rajiidly 
to — :j:r, and we had, in consequense, to be cautious 
about frost-bites. 

April VMli .—A fine clear day. Our bags last night 
were rendered a little more habitable by having been 
exposed during the day to the heat of the sun, which 
was sufficiently powerful to extract the greater part of 
the moisture which had been absorbed by them. Our 
plan is on flue days to suspend as much as we pos¬ 
sibly can from the masts and yards of the boats, and 
to sprtad the gear out over the sledges, so that it 
may dry as we travel along. This answers admirably 
and enables us to pass more comfortable nights. 

After toiling hard for throe and a half hours, 
(luring which time wo had advanced the sledges 
barely a quarter of a mile, I came to the deter¬ 
mination to abandon our largest boat. If was 
heart-breaking to witness the men slaving in their 
endeavours to drag on the heavy sledge and boat— 
to see the continual standing pulls, the incessant 

one, two, three, haul,” and no result. ^ 

I did not arrive at this decision until after very 
mature deliberation. My conviction was that amongst 
such ice as that over which we were travelling, should 
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a (lisniption occur, our boats would lie ot^Jittlc scr\icc 
to us, except as a means of ferrvinj; from one Iloe 
to anotlicr. For this purpose I retain Ahe smaller 
boat. 

Le aving the boat in as conspicuous a jiosition as 
possible, with her mast stepped and _\ard triced up, 
and having obtained a round of a.ngl< s in order to ilx 
her position, so as to facilitate our linding her on tlic 
return journey, the march wa*! resumed, cverv one 
well pleased at being rid of tfie incubus, as the large 
boat was alwaj^s regarded. We travelleil over deep 
and uneven snoTf ridges, and experienced great ditli- 
ciilty in getting from one Hoc to another, on account 
of the perpendicular dro]). liefore luilting we got 
on to some young ice amongst the hummocks, along 
which wo rattled gaily, actually jicrformiug a distance 
.of about half a mile in something like two hours I 
This is good work for us. It must be rememliered 
that we have to advance ihrcc sledges, and to do this 
we have to walk over the same road five times! 

If our invalids would only show some symjdoms of 
improvement we should have mori! hope of reaching a 
higher latitude; but at present they con*pensate in 
weight and loss of power for the abandoniticnt*of the 
boat. I regard each man carried as about 200 lbs. 
e.xtra weight, and the loss of their services on the 
drag-ropes is about eipial to another 200 lbs. weight 
to added—therefore the two invalids reckon as 

muej^^as 800 lbs., exactly' equivalent to the wciglit of 
the deserted boat!. So long as they' remain ill, we 
gain nothing upon the actual weights dragged before 
their sickness commenced. Instead of their getting 
better, we have the prospect of an increased sick list, 
for this evening Alfned Pearce was comtielled to fall 
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out from drag-ropes, suffering from a badlj 
swollen ankle, and exhibiting in fact the same symp¬ 
toms as t!ie other men. 

Ajn-il 20i/t .—This morning we were unable to make 
a start in consocpicncc of the thickness of the weather. 
Snow was falling slightly, but the fog ivas so dense 
that it was iinposiblo to see the hmgth of the sledge 
ahead. As I had brought with me one of Dickens’s 
works, “ The Old Curiosity Shop,” I read aloud to the 
men, who were much interested in the story. 

Dy ‘2 I'.M., the weather having cleaved slightly, we 
determined to push on and find ouf* way through the 
fog and hummocks as best we could. The snow was 
V('ry de(!p and the Innumocks app(!arcd to be intenni- 
nahle. The task of selecting a road was by no means 
easy—nothing to be seen but hummocks in every 
direction. At eight o’clock, the fog lifting a little, we 
succeeded in extricating ourselves from our difficul¬ 
ties, and crossing a large heavy floe got on to a lead 
of young ice which gave us good travelling. Although 
this yoling ice enabled us to travel ([uieker, and ren¬ 
dered the work of dragging easier, still I was sorry to 
see it, as J. was rather apprehensive that the 2 >ack 
might .break up earlier than we anticij)ated, and so 
jdaeo us in an exceedingly awkward predicament. 
\Ve halted and camped at half-jaist ten, having ''con¬ 
sidering the lateness of our start) 2 )erformed a fair 
day’s work. 

Jj>nl 21st. —A keen pioreing wind from the ;'orth- 
ward. Travelling much the same. Although the 
temperature was onlj' 17° below zero, the cold was 
more intense than we had yet felt it since leaving 
the ship. The wind seemed to cut us in two, and was 
the cause of numerouo superficial frost-bites. ‘One 
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man, Tliomas Simiison, was ratlior sovoivly frost- 
liittcn in tlio liifi toe, wliicli ^\as, liowovn-, (jukkly 
attended to and hrouglit round. 

Our greatest enemies, wliilst crossing a II'h'' of any 
extent, Were t)ie imnd)erless cracks ami lissures in tlie 
ice, radiating in all directions and treaclieroiisly coii- 
cciiled by a covering of snow. I'.ito tlies(‘ we fre- 
ijuently fell, ami as some of them were of great de|)lli 
it seeiiKsl almost tniraciilous that^we escaped without 
a fractured limb! Tliese eraclis must Ix' jiroduced 
either l)y enormous pressure or intense cold. 

A})nl "I'liid. —Tlw' wind blew in laaivy si|ualls last 
night, and continued fresh this morning; hut as we 
all dreaded a longer detention in our tent we resolved 
to push on at all hazards. 

It was painful to witness the elTorts of the pocjr 
fellows in their endeavours to protect their f.iei s from 
the c<dd cutting wind as they ]ilodded along, dragging 
the heavily laden sledges; hut they seemed cheerful 
enough, and treated tlie numerous frost-hites that 
a[)p(;u'ed on their cheeks as rather a good jok<'*than 
anything else. The sun peeped out for a few 
moments during the afternoon; but a Inaivy mist 
hung over the land, entirely obscuring it from, our 
view. The floes over which we travelled to-day 
were more level than any we had yet croHS( d, and 
jnlinit^j^ larger; but as a set-olf against this, we 
found the snow very deep, which rendered the drag¬ 
ging excessively laborious. l'’,ew hummocks adornol 
the, .edges of these Hoes. They appeared to hav(! 
come into contact with each other in a most jtmicable 
manner, and then immediately united behne any 
pressure could be exerted, so as to form the im¬ 
mense. hedges of heapvd-up masses of ice that have 
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hitherto been our great bugbear. One hoc crossed 
to-day was estimated at about a mile and tbrec- 
([uarters in length, and about six miles in circum¬ 
ference. ' 

April 23r/l .—Progressing but slowly. The travel¬ 
ling was very heavy, through deep soft snow, and wo 
wore d(day(!d considerably by being obliged to make 
roads over broad belts of heavy hummocks. 

We camped for the night on tlie verge of a floe, 
with enormous hummooks squeezed up together im¬ 
mediately in front. The prospect of advancing was 
not cheering! A S.E. breeze, springing up in the 
afternoon, sent the temperature down suddenly to 
—24”. Our invalids did not appear to be imiiroving, 
find we were ratlior puzzled at some of their symptoms. 

April 2ith .—The greater part of the day was 
employed in cutting a road through a jjerfect sea 
of hummocks. They appeared to be interminable. 
From the highest we could see nothing like a floe, 
nothing but an uneven range of massive and shape¬ 
less blocks of ice. The road-making was vc'ry hard 
and rert/ cold work, and the men had to be relieved 
pretty ofjon with the tools. 

Skill is of more avail at this sort of work than • 
brute force. A skilled workman w’ill soon demolish 
a large hummock, on which a strong but inexiiorienced 
man is wasting all his energy and strength in fruittes.‘j 
blow's. 

We bad the satisfaction to-day of crossiiig the 
eighty-third parallel of latitude,* and of ‘kiio>\;iug 

* By the Aot of Parlinmcnt (58 Goo. III. cap. x.\.) passotl in 1K18, 
a re'wuril of was assij;iHMl to any one wlio sbould cross tho 

latitude of 83^ X. But in 1S28 this .Vet for tlio oncouragfoment of 
Polar discovery was ropoaUnl by 9 Geo*.lV. cap. Ixvi. 
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tliat \vc Wfiv the first party of nun that laul t \ri 
ruaclu'd MK-h a liioli position. Tlic ^^illll to-clay 
nltliou;,'h (It'ciiliilly unjilcasant, was of sonu' servin’ 
for heino from tlie soutliwant we were alile ti) maki 
sail on our sledges and thus utilize the otherwisi 
unweleoine hreeze. 

.lyin'/ ‘25///.—A heautiful day. hut witli a low 
temperature. A sligJit lireeze from the eastward 
reminded us that we possessn^ koses. These latter 
appendages have been voted deeidid nuisann s. and 
could easily he dispensed with whilst .sledging! The 
travelling to-day <\as a slight improvement on our 
preceding day’s work. Indeed at one time we were 
aide to advane<‘ our two light sledges “single hanked,” 
that is with their own individual crews, instead <d' 
employing both erews to drag on one sledge at a 
time; hut this was only for a very short distance. 
The snow was vi ry deep and of a tenacious eonsist- 
eiiey, clinging to the sledge runners ami thereby 
seriously impeding our progress. So jiowirfiil were 
the rays of the sun this aftirnoon that my llu rmo- 
meter, when exposed to them, rose rapidly from - 17' 
to —:i '. At (i I’.ii. 1 (djserved faint parhelia* showing 
prismatic colours. W'e were delajed towards thf taid 
of the day by a broad belt of hummoeks, through 
which .a road had to lie cut. The large hunimocks 
Jiassed to-day, although smooth and rounded on the 
top, and on one side, were jirecipitous on the otlu r 
and v'jre fully tliirty feet iiigh. Some of tlu iii 
appeared like isolati'd fragments in the centre of a 
floe, and resembled the large grounded Jloe-b/ rgs in 
the vicinity of the “ Alert’s “ winter (piart/ rs. They 
Were undoubtedly portions of the Iloe which had he/ n 
brokeil oil and squcczefl up undek irresistible pressure. 
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A))ril 20'/t.—Temiieraturc to-day as high as —2-. 
For the first time, since we have ))cen away, wore 
we able thoroughly to enjoy onr lunch. On account 
of the increased warmth, onr bacon was more palate- 
ahlo, and we could throw our wearied forms on the 
soft snow and discuss our pint of tea without running 
the risk of having our toes frost-hitti’U. The sensation 
of possessing feet was a novel and delightful one. 
Several of the men have of late been attacked by 
violent bleedings of the nose; but this, in all proba- 
bility, is due to the rise of temperature. No im¬ 
provement in onr travelling—sfill tlu! same old 
story —hummocks and snow-drifts, snow-drifts and 
bnnimocks. So dense were the latter that, when 
we halted for the night, it really seemed as if wo had 
arrived at “the end of all things;” for in front of 
us was an apparently impassable sea of hummocks 
ext(‘nding north, cast, and west as far as the range of 
vision. A dismal prospect, indeed ! Ifut we did not 
despair, and still hoped we might cut our way through 
tluise obstacles, and emerge u[)on lloes along which 
we should have little ditlicnlty in advancing. 

April. •*2,7til .—A hard da\'s work! lload-makers 
inces;uintly employed, and tlu' sledges “double banked " 
the whole day, progress being necessarily slow. Onr 
invalids showed no signs of aimaidment, indeed two 
otlu'rs exhibited symptoms of the siime disease; foi' 
such it aj)pears to be. 

Another great mi.sfiv tunc that happened v?s that 
both our shovels came to grief—the handk's breaking 
oft' at the junction between the wood and iron. '\Ye, 
however, succeeded in “ fishing ” and thus, rendering 
them serviceable. We should be in a sorry idight if 
any accident happent'd to our 'pickaxes as well as to 
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our sIiovcIh. As un instance of the anwhiit of walk- 
iiif,' ;vc liad to perform. I may lUiaition tliat to-day 1 
laid, of necessity, to cross tlie same line, on wliiidi tin- 
snow was knee-deep, no less than thirt'en times, 
•‘and didn't I hate that hlacketiard tloe ! ” 

Ajiri/ 'IHlIi .—-The temperature actually rose as hi,!,di 
as + '1 ! This is the tirst day that we have registered 
till! thermometer above zero ! It is a decided imiii 'ive- 
ment. 

Jjast ni<;ht. inside my tent, the temperature was as 
hi"h as itlJ . and, in siute of a hard da\'s work, we 
Were all Imsily c'.nplioed. after supper was over, in 
some way or another. A couple were splicin;' lan¬ 
yards in their dra^'-helts ; one was tailoriiie ; anotlu r 
rejiairinfj; his moccasins; one was darniii" his mitts, 
and anotlu r jaiti hine up his stoi kilims with an old 
blanket wrajiper : whilst 1 was lioth readin;,' aloiul 
and dressino and haiulaoino my patients'b ps. .\ll 
were smokino e\ce[it myself. 'The ell'cct in a small 
conlined tent may he imagined! 

Two of the men, who are not tobacco siftokcrs. 
smoked what they called “herb" tobacco, which dit- 
fused a rather, pleasing aroma, and served Jo deaden 
the unpleasantness of the tobacco .smoke. It i.** «om- 
p’osed of various dried iironiatic herbs, and is, J 
lielieve, recommended by the faculty for many dis¬ 
orders. 

'J'he travelling was as bad as ever—through heav}' 
hu'minocks and deep snow-drifts. t\e laid the mis- 
foyfune*to capsize the sledge, on which was one ol the 
invalids; but a slight delay was the only incon¬ 
venience caused. The wiather in the alternoon 
became very thick, making it c.vti'eniely dithcult to 
select a route. Everything was •of one uniform colour: 
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above, below', behind, and before; all was alike, and it 
was quite impossible to tell whether we were going up 
or down hill until a fall would inform us of the fact. 
To our great surprise, this evening, we came across 
the traces of a hare in the soft snow'. They were 
apparently recent, and travelling in a southerly 
direction. The little creature was evidently very 
tired, as the footsteps appeared to be close together. 
Poor Pussy! it must have wandered out on the floe 
and lost itself, for w'o w'erc quite seventeen miles from 
the nearest land. I have no doubt, if.-we had followed 
up the track, that we should have found the poor little 
animal lying dead or exhausted under some hummock, 
famished for want of food. 

April 2dlh .—Small floes surrounded with high 
hummocks and covered with deep snow, were still 
encountered, with occasionally a short lead on some, 
young ice that wo sometimes met twining round 
the larger floes. It was diflicult to account for the 
presence of so much young ice, and I can only sug¬ 
gest that, after the disruption in the summer, the 
pack remained some length of time in a quiescent 
state, and. bo allowed the young ice to form between 
the ,floes; for if once in motion, no ice of a single 
season’s formation could witbstand the tremendous 
pressure that would be exerted by these stupend¬ 
ous floes, but must inevitably be pulverized and 
broken up into small fragments. Our wretched 
cook last night made qqr tea and cooked out^ pem- 
mican with the water obtained from salt-water ice. 
We all in consequence suffered from intense thirst, 
without being able to obtain anything to alleviate it. 

Api'il 30t/(.—After baiting last night the wind 
freshened into a gale, the clouds, thickened, and snow 
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bof'iin to fall lioavilv, ami this ooutinm'(l*all dav with- 
out intermission, so much so that we were unable to 
make a start. It was impossible to see the len^^th of 
the sledjfi! ahead, and, surrounded as We were by 
hummocks, it would have Incn folly to have atti'inpted 
a move. We consoled ourselves by saying' tli.at tbe 
rest would do us good, and that (he invalids more 
especially would benelit by it. 



CHAPTER XXIIL 


THK MOST NORTHERN POINT EVER REACHED BY MAN. 

» 


“ .IncI here on snows, where ncrer Jilinian foot 
Of common mortal trod, wo nightly tread 
And Jen re no traces, o’er the s,a rage sea, 

The gliis.'iy ocean of tlie mountain ice; 

R'c sJcim its ragged breakers, which pat on 
The aspect of a tnmbling tempest’s foam 
Frozen in a moment.” 


Braoiv. 


Hay ]j}f.—A fine sunny morning usliored in tLe 
month of May, all the more appreciated in con- 
HoqneiKMt of the enforced idleness of the preceding day. 
The bright sun had a wonderful effect upon us all. 
It seemed ^o cheer and invigorate our spirits, whilst 
it stijnulated us to renewed exertions in our en¬ 
deavours to reach as high a northern latitude as 
possible. Our invalids, however, were very faint and 
weak. They exhibited no favourable symptoms of 
improvement, and were a great clog and drawback to 
our progress. "With our diminished crews W'e Jojind 
it hard work to drag the sledges over the rougli 
hummocky road, and through the deep soft snow¬ 
drifts that were constantly mot. lload-making became 
a necessary part of the daily routine. Floes of any 
extent were rarely seen, and wo. had to thread our 
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;^ay tlirongh a perfect labyrinth of piled-up masses of 
^e, with little or no prospect of its improving. It 
iSiras a dreary and wild-looking scene : no living tiling 
in sight but our omi little party, no eoltuir or object 
to relieve the eye; nothing but a chaotic and illimitabh' 
sea of ice. Sometimes a fog was observed gradually 
rolling itself towards us, like a large mantle, until we 
were completely enveloped in its dense folds; when, 
continuing its onward course, it would roll as rapidly 
away, leaving a bright hnfunous band stretching 
across the horizon in the direction whence it had 
come. • 

Mint 2n<J .—Although we had been told that there 
was not the slightest chance of our being attacked 
with scurvy, still, from the utter prostration of our 
invalids, combined with other sym]itoins, w(! were 
almost inclined to believe that we were really alllicted 
with this dire and wasting disease, it was a leirible 
idea that forced itself upon us, and one that we were 
loath to indulge in ; but we feared that the sym|)toins 
pointed unmistakeably to the fact that thih fearful 
disoas<', so dreaded by the mariners of old, was 
gradually but surely laying its hand upyn us, com¬ 
pletely prostrating those it atta(died and ivudering 
them helpless from pain and exhaustion. I’arr ami 
myself spoke of it only when we were by oursedves, 
as wc considered it of the, utmost importance that the 
men should remain in ignorance as long as possible, 
an?l not even suspect the nature of tin; disease which 
, hful *crippled so many of^their number. Swollen 
joints and discolouration of the skin, attended with 
faintness and great weakness, were the judncipal 
symptoms. Great as were the natural dilliculties 
winch surrounded,us, still,, sliould our surmise be 
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correct, we could not but regard this as the most 
formidable of all obstacles to our advance that could 
liossibly be imagined. Our only hope was that the 
five men no\V afflicted might, through their habits or 
disposition, have been more prone to the attacks of 
tliis insidious disease, than the remainder of our 
party, who, we hoped, might escape scathless. We 
camped this evening amidst a pile of hummocks, after 
one of the hardest day’s work we have yet performed. 
So rough was the road and so deep was the snow that 
the sledges could only bo advanced by “ standing 
pulls.” This was disheartening, for we bad all been 
cherishing the ho 2 )e that as we advanced northwards 
we should find larger and more level floes and less 
snow; the reverse, however, was the case. Several 
times did one or other of us disappear through deep 
rents in the Iloe, but we always succeeded in scram¬ 
bling up again unhurt. 

Mmj drd .—A dull, dark, foggy day rendered it 
c.'ctreniely difficult to select our road, and we were 
occasionally compelled to unload the sledges before 
they could be dragged through the dee]! soft snow¬ 
drifts which were continually met across our route, 
making .the work all the more hard and distressing. 
The fog persistently hung over us all day; but was 
not sufficiently dense to retard our progress altogether, 
though it materially increased our labours and 
augmented our difficulties. 

Mil If 4(h .—Everything anpeared to combine against 
us: weather, snow ice, and sickness! In spite of 
these evils our tents were struck and a start made; 
but after advancing for half a mile, which took us 
exactly three and n half hours to accomplish, we 
arrived at such a coufuicd heap of hummocks that. 
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with the (louse fog prevailing and the falling simw, it 
was impossible to make any headway. To jiersevere 
would have been imprudent. The tents were accord¬ 
ingly pitched, and we consoled ourselv(-s by saying 
that the rest would be |)roductive of much good to 
our sick companions, for even tluise that bad to be 
carried on the .sledges could get no rest whilst being 
dragged and j(jlted and sometimes capsixed over the 
roughest road imaginable, .\fter lunch, the weatla'r 
clearing a little, wo employed ourselves in cutting a 
road through* an amorphous conglomeration of ice 
for (piite three*(iuarters of a mile. The jtack over 
which we were travelling appeared to consist of 
numerous small Hoes, tlie largest being barely one 
hundred yards across at its widest diameter, but the 
majority much smaller, and each of these Hoes was 
surrounded by a mas.s (H hummocks ])iled u[) and 
lying one on top of the other to the height of twenty 
and thirty feet: the belts of hummocks being from 
thirty to forty yards in breadth. 

Observing one large hummock to be ve*l'y much 
discoloured, we found, on approach, that this dis¬ 
colouration was caused by the adhesio’i of mud or 
^ clay, a line of which extended for some .distance 
along the edge of the Hoe, and gave one the idea 
that it had rubbed against, or in some manner had 
come into contact with, the shore. Mud it un- 
do^ibtedly was, and wo bottled a (piantity of it for 
thf purpose of subjecting ,i^to microscopic iiivestiga- 
• tion when we should return on board. This was 
conclusive evidence that a periodical, if not an 
annual, disruption of the pack occurs, and that these 
floes, although now at such a distance from the land, 
had at some time or another been in very close 
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proximity. Moreover, this must have occurred at a 
recent date, otherwise the summer thaws and the 
autumn snow would have obliterated all such traces 
as those wo had discovered. 

May 5th .—The weather was still as thick as pea- 
soup ! However, wo were able to avail ourselves of 
the road that we had constructed yesterday, and 
moved our camp so far. To do this, although the 
road was fairly good mid the distance only threo- 
([uarters of a mile, the time occupied wiis four and 
a half hours! The scene that surroiwided our en- 
campraont was a dreary one indeed—a desolate, 
cold, and inliospitable scene: everything of the same 
uniform colour ; no object to relieve the eye ; no 
signs of life; nothing to break the stillness and 
solitude o£ this waste -of snow and ice. Burely 
Shelley must have contemplated such a scene when 
ho wrote the following lines: 


“Tlioso wastes of frozen billows that wore hurlc<l 
JJy everlasting' snow-storms round the Poles, 

\Ylioro inutlers dared not vef'etnto nor live, 

Put ceaseless frost round tho vast solitude 
Btuiyd tho broad zono of stillness.” 

It was a relief, indeed, to turn from such a scene, 
and rest the eye upon our little encam 2 )mcnt, while 
listening to the cheerful voices of our men, as, obli¬ 
vious to hardship and suffering, they sat “ yarning,” 
in their tents, and relating to each other their qd- 
ventures in other parts of the globe. To our great 
satisfaction and comfort the temperature was at, or 
about, 55ero all day, and for the first time, since leav¬ 
ing the ship, we were able to eat our bacon without 
in the fii'st place thawingdt in our tea! 



187(5.] 


CONDITION OF r.IKTV. 


803 

Mil}) Gth .—A fine, brif'ht day ; but*,tlio rest of 
yesterday had produced no beneficial ri'siilts. Our 
invalids were gradually getting worse ; evi'ii those 
who were apparently in good health eoinplaiiU'd of 
aching limbs, and exhibited some of the first syiii|)- 
’ toms of those who were' already ailing. Four of the 
men had also been suffering for the last few days 
from snow blindness, though not in a seV('re form. 
.V suger of lead lotion atl'orded^heni great n lief, and 
acted as a cure. We had been so far extremely 
fortunate in our comparative exemiilion from this 
painful and irritating allliction. We must attribute 
our immunity from it to the constant use of our 
snow-goggles, which were never taken olf until llu! 
time of “bagging ! ” 

In getting under weigh in the morning, and also 
.when we are encamping, the sick men cause us 
no little delay; for they arc perfectly heljiless, and 
ixspiire assistance in e\ery little detail eomieeted 
with their dressing and undressing, being totally 
incapacitated from doing anything themselves.* 

The travelling was very hea\y. We ajipeared to 
have arrived at a perfect barrier of humni«teks, w'itb 
portions of largo floes intcTinixed, all broken ‘and 
sipiecsed U2) together and covered with deej) snow. 
.Vs faj as reaching a high latitude was concerned, we 
• might as well have turned back at once, for our 
' adyiUjce must needs be slow; but it was not im- 
possiidj^ that this sea of hun^inocks, with which we 
were contending, might be the- limit of our rough 
road, and that if we could succeed in struggling 
through them for a few miles, we might emerge uj)on 
large and level floes on which we should be able to 
travel with greater oasc and Celeritv. Possiblv the 
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riigf;e(l natulo of tlio icc might be due to the junction 
of two tides, wliicii, from the commotion produced, 
would create the obstacles that were impeding our 
])rogross. ■ After halting for the night, a party of men 
wore employed road-making whilst the tents wore 
being pitched and supper preparing. All wore Yory 
glad to get into their hags and rest after the fatigues 
of the day. A slight air from the S.E. sent the 
tomporaturo down rapidly to 11’ below zero. The 
minus quantities sHirprovailed. 

Man Till .—"We started this morning carrying throe 
of our invalids; hut before we had’ gone many yards 
it hocame painfully evident that the two others were 
quite unable to wallv, although the gallant fellows 
struggled along manfully. 

Our only resourci^ was to advance the sledges and 
then return with them empty to bring on the other 
disahh'd sufferers. We liad now a tliird of our little 
hand ham dc amihat, our strength was diminishing 
daily, and our widghts on the sledges in consequence 
were ticreasing. The travelling appeared to he get¬ 
ting, if possible, worse; the hummocks were higlier 
and the ,snow-drifts deeper. One of the former, on 
being, measured by moans of a lead line, was found 
to be, from the top of the floe to its summit, forty- 
three h'et three inches. 

We halted earlier than usual, and, having con¬ 
structed a pedestal for the magnetic instrumenj out 
of solid snow, obtained. scries of observations for 
the inclination of thh needle and for the total 
magnetic force. 

Mai/ Sth .—We at length forced ourselves to be¬ 
lieve that the disease from which our men were 
sull’ering was really scurvy. We issued to those who 
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were afflicted daily allowances of linn‘ jitiee from the 
small stock that we hroujdit away with iis‘. 

Ihit it was with the utmost dillieiilty that a small 
allowance for each could he tluiwed. The lime-juice 
was in two bottles. ()n ['uttin;' .me near th.' eooKino 
ajiparatns to thaw, ,Mie bottle cra.'ked and fell to 
pieces. At last 1 adopted thi' ])lan of jila. ino the 
other bottle between my b^^s when in the slcpino- 
ba", and, sifter a lono time, 1 succeeded in tbiiwiii ' 
a small (juantity. Ihit it is now known thiit this was 
of no use; for the stiite of the lime-juii'e used by 
])r. Copjiinoer at.INilaris I’.ay show.'d that the whole 
volume must be thawed and remixed l.efore it can be 
used with any advantage. 'I'his can only be done in 
the warmer weather of .lune or July. 

The loss of aimetite, de]iression of s)>irils, with 
other symptoms ■^er.', We thon.oht, deeidi .lly scor¬ 
butic, and we feared, without fi-esh meat and v. oe- 
tables, that there was little <ihanc(! of seein;; the sick 
men on the drao-ropes acain durino the journey. 
Beino a tine, bright day, the invalKls were nade to 
come out and bask in the sun, whilst the rest of the 
paity, with pickaxes and shovels, were enoaoed, in 
cuttiii" a road throuoh the hummocks. A jlyuble 
series of magnetic observations were obtained. 1o- 
fjether with sights for latitude, longitude', and vari¬ 
ation of the coinpass. The hummocks amongst 
which our tents were pitched were <jf vai’ious heights 
afwlTmlk, from small fragments of ice to huge jiiles 
oyer forty feet high. SonuN-.f^ them consist. d of a 
number of small hummocks s.jueezed up info one 
lar^c mass, whilst others were apparently the regular 
flH^-bergs, and, although perhaps of greater ludk, 
were, not .piito so higji. 
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Between tkese hummocks, and consequently along 
the only road where wo could drag our sledges, the 
snow had accumulated in drifts to a groat depth, 
and this, formed into ridges by the wind, rendered 
the travelling all the more difficult. Occasionally 
the tops of these ridges were frozen hard, and it was 
of no uncommon occurrence to step from deep snow, 
through which we were floundering up to our waists, 
on to a hard, frozen 2 >iece, or rice versa. 

Sometimes these ridges were only i)artially frozen, 
or covered with a slight crust, just hard enough not 
to hear our weights, and this made it exceedingly 
disagreeable and laborious to travel over. 

9th .—Another beautifully warm day, with the 
temp('vature only a degree or two below zero! It was 
impossil)le to remain idle on such a day, so we re¬ 
solved to push on. 

Lightening two of the sledges of about half their 
loads, two of the sick men were placed on them, and 
these were dragged to the limit of tlie road made 
yesterday. Here the tent was pitched, the two 
invalids placed inside, the sledge unpacked and 
dragged hack. In this manner v/o succeeded in 
advancing during the day a distance of about tliree- 
quarters of a mile; but so tortuous was our road,’ 
and so often had it to be traversed, that to accom¬ 
plish this short distance wo had to walk about seven 
miles, and this througli very deep snow. Eawliugs, 
Simpson, and Ferbrache w’ere complaining of achifig 
limbs, and their legr'exhibited slight discoloura¬ 
tion. 

May 10th .—We advanced the sledges in the same 
manner as yesterday, accomplishing about the same 
distance; but so distressing was jt to see the exerfions 
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of the men in tlieir endeavonrs to p«^-foiin a "ood 
day’s work, and so painful was it to witness tla' sutTer- 
inifs of the siek, that I very rrluetantly came to tlie 
conehisiou that our camp this evening duist he o)ir 
most nortliern one. Willi live of my little force dis¬ 
abled, and as many more showing' decided scorbutic 
symptoms, it would have hein imia-iident to persevere 
farther, however much inclination mi);ht prompt such 
a proceeding. Besides, our ju’ovisions must la' taken 
into consideration, and we InTtl only thirty days left 
to take us l)acli,a distance that (a'cupied us forty daas 
to advance, so 4hat our turning hack became an 
imperative necessity. We mif^ht, 1 think, console 
oursi'lves with the knowledoe that the motto eiif^'raved 
on my flaostnlT, and which had been presente<l to me 
by my friend and former (.’aptain, now (iommodore 

If. Hoskins, ha<1 been fully carried out. It was 
happily chosen, and althou^'h the lines are expn sseil 
in the lirst personal pronoun they had reference to the 
whole party: 

“ I tiare <lo all that may lK‘cc>mo a man : 

Wlio (lares do more in none." 

We felt that the absence of any greater •ssccess 
could not he attributed either to a lack of enerRy or 
of {lersevercnce. It was, however, a hitter ending to 
all our aspirations, for which even the knowh/dgo of 
beijijg homeward hound failed to compensate. In jus¬ 
tice, to my brave companiongl must say that no men 
could Tiave done more under ul* same circumstances. 

Mat/ llth .—Having arrived at the determination 
of dragging the sledges no farther in a northerly 
direction, I deemed it desirable to try what good two 
daye’ perfect rest would <]o far our invalids ; and, as 
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tliei'e wore many useful observations to be taken in 
this high latitude, I determined to devote the two 
following days to obtaining them. As soon as bri'ak- 
fast was discussed, a snow^ pedestal was erected for 
the instrument for determining the magnetic force 
and inclination of the needle, a double series of 
observations being obtained. Sights were taken in 
order to fix our position both by latitude and longi¬ 
tude, .and also for the vari.ation of tlie compass.* 

Some of the men were employed in cutting a hole 
through young ice that existed between the hum¬ 
mocks in ordi'r that we might obtain deep sea tem- 
peraturi^s witli a Casella’s thermometer, which we 
had brought with us for the purpose. 

In three hours this work was accomplished, the 
ice being only sixty-four inches in thickness. On 
attempting to get soundings, to our gnsit surprise wc 
succi'eded in finding bottom in seventy-one fathoms 
(four hundred and twenty-six feel). 

At this di'ptli wc managed to obtain, by various con- 
trivanceh that were lowered down, a sjiecimen of the 
bottom, which was c.arefully bottled, in order to lie 
carried to the ship, there to undergo microscopic 
examination. 

Wishing to possess .any specimens of animal life 
that might exist in this high latitude, a bread bag, 
filled with the scrapings of our jiannikins and a little 
pemmican, was lowered to the bottom, and, har*ng 
been kept there some hours, was hauled up, gjid to 
our great joy found to he almost alive with numerous 

* Tli(* orijrijui! from which tho annexed illn>tititien is a copy, was 
painted by Admiral K. B. Beechey, and exliibited in the Hoynl 
Aeatlemy in 1S77. It is now in the possession of Mr. Clciucuts 
M ark ham. 
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small crustacoans aiul foramiiiifora; •spccimons of 
wliich lYi'TO, of cour.se, eollcctwl and prusorvod, lioinK 
the mo.st northern nniinal life yet discovered. Witli 
our thermometer a series of tempei'atures was tahen 
at every ten fathoms, whilst the specilic gravity of 
the surface water was also ol)taiued. 

Tidal action was apparent; but, with tlic means at 
our disposal, wo were unable to observe the rise and 
fall of tile tide, or to make any accurate measurement 
regarding it. Altogether the day was not unprolitably 
spent. 

Moil lith .—This 12th of ^fay must always be re- 
gardi d as an eventful da}' in the livi s of our little ]iai t} , 
foi it was that on which we had the Jionour, and no 
small gratification, of planting the Union Jack on the 
most northern limit of the globe ever attained by 
civilized man, or, in fact, so far as our knowledge 
goes, by mortal man! Jn order to insure being 
within four hundred miles of the North Pole, we 
started immediately after breakfast to the nojtbward, 
carrying with us the sextant, artilicial horizon, and 
all our colours and banners. AVe wei'e a party of ten,i' 
two men being left behind to attend to tlrt wants of 
•the live who were sick, and who were left comfoltably 
settled inside the tents. 

• Jlnonyx nwjujc, a fine aUiilf male r.vnmple, and neveial sinuller 
ones. The leugth of tliu liiigfst specinjcu ih incli. 'J Iuk 

of the commonest mid most abundantly dihlribiiitd <'f tin* 
nort^eni Awpliipoda* It \\a.s dif-coveicfl Iiy CiipUiin in I77*'i. 

and IS found along the shores of ArctW^nurica, in tlie Wlnto J^ou, 
on the (•^>a^ts of Circoulaut], Iceland, Sjutzbergoii, >.'orv>ay, and in 
the Sou of Okhotsk* 

t The names of these men are—Cominniidor A. II. Maikljani, 
bicutcnant A. A. C. Parr, Thos. Kaulmg**, ild. Lann neo, .lohn 
lladuiore, Titos, Jolli0e, iMuiel Uarlcv-AVun Ferbrache, Wtii. ilai-kell, 
and ./obu Peursou. 
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Tho walking was undoubtedly severe, at one moment 
struggling through deeji snow-drifts, in which we 
floundered up to our waists, and at another tumbling 
about amongst the hummocks. 

Some idea may be formed of the difliculties of the 
road, when, after more than two hours’ hard walking, 
with little or nothing to carry, we had barely accom¬ 
plished one mile! 

Shortly before noon i\halt was called, the artificial 
horizon set up, and the flags and sledge standards 
displayed. Fortunately the sun was favourable to us, 
and wo were able to obtain a good altitude as it passed 
the meridian, although almost immediately afterwards 
dark clouds rolled up, snow began to fall, and the sun 
was lost in obscurity. 

We found tho latitude to be 83’ 20' 26" N., or three 
hundred and ninety-nine miles and a half from the 
North Polo. The announcement of our position was 
received with three cheers, with one more for Captain 
Nares; then all sang tho “ Union Jack of Old 
EnglaniV’ our “ Grand Palaiocrystic Sledging Chorus,” 
winding up, like loyal subjects, with “ God save the 
Queen.” -■ 

No' Words of mine could describe the scene that 
surrounded us better than those of Coleridge in his 
“ Ancient Mariner ” : 

“ Tho ico was hei*e, tho ico was tliere, 

Tho ico was all around.” 

For nought else but jnow and ice could be seen .in 
any direction. 

In spite, however, of these dreary surroundings, 
suggesting everything that was desolate and miserable, 
mirth, happiness, and joy seemed to reign paramount 
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unionist our little party. Perhaps tlimv was some¬ 
thin}' in the idea of having been farther north tlian 
any other man had hitherto penetrated, that pro¬ 
moted such feelings! Whatever produced them, they 
were shared in hy all. Even the sick, on our return 
to camp, prostrate and siill'ering as they were, partici¬ 
pated in the general hilarity and rejoicing. They 
knew their toilsome journey had terminated, and that 
each day would bring them ;iearer to their ship and 
to those supplies that were necessary to save their 
lives. * 

On returning'to the tents, a magnum of whiskey, 
kindly sent by the “ Dean of Dundee,” for the express 
purpose of b('ing drunk at our highest northern 
position, was broached, and for suppn' we had divided 
amongst the two sledge crews a liare that had been 
shot hy Dr. Moss on the third day after leaving the 
ship. Could men in our position want more ? Never 
were the bones of a hare picked so clean! No dog 
would have beiielited much from the scraps remaining 
from our repast! 

Absent friends were duly toasted, and the evening 
was brought to a close with songs, in which even the 
invalids joined. All appeared happy, che(‘t*fi!l, and 
contented. 
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RETURN OF THE NORTHERN DIVISION. 

“ Im not filiort payno well borne, that brings long ease, 

And layes Hie Honle to sleepe in quiet grace? 
iSleepe after toylo, port after stonnie seas, 

Ease after warre, deatli after life, docs greatly please.” 

Fame Qiieene, 

At three o’clock on the afternoon of the 13th of May 
the homeward march was commenced, our main ohject, 
of course, being to get back to the ship as speedily as 
possible. 

Befori starting, a couple of records, inclosed in two 
tin cases, were deposited on the floe. One was placed 
as near the centre of the floe as possible, the other 
was secured on the top of ti hummock. 

On the records was stated the latitude and longitude 
of the position, together with a few words regarding 
the condition of the party. If these arc ever picked 
up it will be very interesting and important,, ag 
throwing light on the drift or tide in these h’gh 
latitudes. 

It is unnecessary to describe the incidents that 
occurred on each successive day during the return 
journey. Day by day did our strength diminish. 
Gradually, but surely, the men, cue after the other, 
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began to feel the cruel grasp of the di.sejiso, as thc'y 
struggled manfully on, dragging their poor, helpless 
companions, in S 2 )ite of racking pains and aching 
limbs. Although themselves attacked by tfie dreadful 
malady, the men who were still able to work sui)- 
lU’cssed their own sulferings in their endeavours to 
ameliorate tho.se of their more helpless and ailing 
comrades. Unmindful of their own miserable i)light, 
they devoted themselves to the tender and soothing 
functions of nurses with a thoughtful and careful 
tenderness that •would have done credit even to those 
of the weaker sex.* 

Often had the same road to be traversed, as the 
sledges were advanced one at a tinn>, and most 
fortunate was it that we were able to adhere to the 
road constructed during our outward journey. To do 
■so, however, during the thick weather which constantly 
prevailed, was a task of great dinieulty and very 
trying to the eyes; but we knew that if by ill-luck wo 
should wander away and lose it, our chances of ever 
seeing the shi^) again would be 2 )oor indeed? 'The 
hours selected for travelling were between G r.M. and 
Ij A.M. By choosing this 2)art of the day, rattier 
lyght, for working, we kejit the sun as miwilt as 
liossible at our backs, and slept during the warmth 
of thv day. Towards the end of May, although the 
temiieraturc of the outside air was below the freezing 
2 )ouii» the sun was so ijowcrful that it would raise 
the tciupcrature inside our tent, whilst we were 
slCcinng, to as much as 70' ov*^0', which would be 
(juite unbearable! Frost-bites had become a thing 
of the past, and wore no longer dreaded. The tem¬ 
perature did not rise above the freezing point until 
the mouth of June. 
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Snow fey' heavily during the greater part of the 
return journey, and fogs were very prevalent. Gales 
of wind had to be endured, for to halt was out of the 
question—rest there was none—onward was the order 
of the day. 

As the disease gradually assumed the mastery over 
the party, so did the appetites decrease, and in a very 
alarming manner, until it was with the greatest 
difficulty that anybody could bo induced to eat at all. 
Instead of each man disposing of one pound of 
pemmican a day, the same quantity sufficed for the 
entire party in one tent; and even this, occasionally, 
was not consumed. Nor was the subject of eating 
and drinking so often discussed. During the outward 
journey, beefsteaks and onions, mutton chops and 
new potatoes, and Bass’s beer formed the chief topics 
of conversation. On the return journey they were 
scarcely alluded to. Hunger was never felt; but w'c 
were all assailed by an intolerable thirst, which could 
only be appeased at meal times, or after the tempera¬ 
ture T^as sufficiently high to admit of quenching our 
thirst by putting icicles into our mouths. 

Aching bones and sleepless nights were the chief 
cniwoa of our sufferings. 

With all those hardships it was a great comfort to 
be able to put on dry foot gear. If it was fim^ when 
we encamped, our blanket wrappers and hose were* 
spread out on the tent in the sun, so that wljcn we 
got up they were not only dry, but not frozen, and 
were, therefore, linijr"and supple! 

On the 17th of May we again, strange to say, 
crossed the track of a hare, being at the time about 
twenty-five miles from the nearest land. Like the 
track before seen, th'e footsteps were close together. 
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indicating that the jioor little creature w’ljs in a very 
exhausted state. Although the traces were very 
indistinct, they appeared to bo going in a northerly 
direction. 

Though our travelling was slow, we could see a 
perceptible decrease in the distance between oursidves 
and the land, whenever the weatlu'r was line enough 
for us to observe it. “ Old .Toe,” as the men irn'- 
verently termed Cape Joseph Henry, loomed nearer 
and darker, and we all regarded it with anxious, 
longing eyes. • 

On the 18th of ’May the first icicles were observed 
hanging from the edges of a few hummocks—a sure 
sign of the returning powiu' of the sun. 

Ominous symiitoms of a disruption of the pack 
were seen on the same day, and again outlie following 
• one. A crack in some ice had opened comsidcrably 
since we last passed over it, whilst small hummocks 
had been formed by the pressure of two tloes, one 
against the other. These little indications made 
matters assume a still more serious aspect? They 
may have been due to tidal action, but they were, 
undouhtedly warnings to get off the pack ui» speedily 
(IS possible. • • 

On the 20th the snow crystals that fell actually 
melted on coming into contact with our clothes or 
any dark, substance. These crystals were all of a 
h^aijtiful stellar shape. A hummock passed, although 
compoged, apparently, of one piece of ice, was of 
two different colours, a deep blue and a pale yellow. 
Portions of each were broken off for the pm pose of 
testing their respective specific gravities, and also to 
carry back to the ship for analysis. In all probability 
the ■ discolouration was caus'ed by the presence of 
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(liatomaceffi/ The hummocks, at about this date 
began to assume a different appearance, the miW 
weather depriving them of their snowy covering, and 
causing them to lose much of their former resem¬ 
blance to gigantic wedding cakes / 

The men began to have an inkling of the nature' 
of the disease from which they were suffering, 
although we studiously avoided all mention of it. 
It went with them by the name of the “Josepli 
Henry mange! ” Their spirits were wonderful, and 
they joked each other as they hobbled along. Their 
lauK'iiess they called the “ Marco Polo limp,” and 
declared on their return to England they would intro¬ 
duce it as the fashionable gait! 

Nothing appeared to subdue their courage or their 
zeal. Orders were always executed with the utmost 
willingness and good humour, and with as mucin 
alacrity as they were capable of evincing. 

The men having heard that tea-leaves had been 
recommended as a good vegetable, the contents of the 
tea-kettle, after lunch and supper, were carefully 
collected, and devoured with avidity; but there is 
little failji, 1 fear, to be placed in their ellicacy for 
warding off or subduing our terrible complaint. 

Instead of our sledge loads appearing to diminish 
in weight as the provisions were consumed, they 
seemed to drag heavier, and we were at a loss 
whether to attribute this to the depth and softness 
of the snow over which we travelled, or ^to the 
increasing wcakncss'.'of our party! It was hard 
work, and as much as we could do to make any 
progress at all. The men experienced great .difficulty 
in moving them legs, the slightest exertion caused 
intense pain, and it was a piteous sight to witness 
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them struggling bravely on, without uttering a nnir- 
inur or complaint. They all knew that tlieir only 
hope of safety was to gut back to the ship as speedily 
as possible. 

Tlie 24th of May being the Queen’s birthday, all 
‘the flags and banners were di.splayed during the 
short time we halted for luneb, and her Majesty's 
health was drunk by her most nortbern and md 
least loyal subjects. On that day, amongst the 
entire party, we could only muster four and a- half 
good and .sound ^)airs of legs ! Still even iliost' with 
“game legs” stuck to the drag-ro])es nobly, and if 
they were unable to render niiieb assistance, still the 
drag-ropes acted as a support, and therefore enabled 
tlu'iu to keep up. 

On the 2.')th the eighty-third parallel of latitude 
.was reerossed. 

The comparatively high temperative caused tb<^ 
snow over which wo journcy<'d to assume a “ sludgy ’ 
consistemw, which clung tenaciously to otir legs aial 
to the sledge runners, rendering the work of (li’Tigging 
and walking all the more laborious. 

On the 27th tlie condition of the party, was- so 
criticiil that it became only too painfully evident that, 
. to insure their reaching the land alive, the sledgi s 
must be considerablj" lightened in order to admit 
.of a more rapid advance. The state of the i)arty 
' was (jn that day as follows ; live men were in a very 
prccq^rious condition, utterly unable to move, and 
coftseipicntly had to be earrieu an the sledges ; live 
others nearly as bad, but who nobly j'ersisted in 
hobbling after the sledges, which tbej' could just 
manage to accomplish, for, as the sledges bad to be 
advanced one by ono, it gavc'tln-m plenty of time 



318 


THE SECOND BOAT ABANDONED. 


Dr.iv, 


to perform tlie distance; whilst throe others exhibited 
all the premonitory scorbutic symptons. Thus only 
the two officers and two men could be considered as 
(dructive! 'Tliis was, it must bo acknowledged, a very 
deplorable state of affairs. 

I theredoro decided to abandon the remaining boat, 
which would materially lessen the load to be dragged. 
This decision was only arrived at after long and 
anxious consideration. I had to decide which was 
the lessor of two evils. 

For I w(dl knew that should a disruption of the 
pack occur, and we liad already 'observed ominous 
signs of such an event, without a boat the party 
would indeed be placed in a hopeless position; but 
again I knew that in retaining the boat, the weights 
to be draggeal by our weakened crew would be so 
excessive as to preclude the possibility of reaching 
the shore before all the provisions would bo expended, 
and starvation would bo the result. Again it was of 
the utmost importance that haste should be made 
in ordbr to reach the ship, and place the sick under 
proijer medical treatment. The disease was extend- 
ing' so ri\ipidly as to produce a marked change for the 
worse„every day. 'I’lic boat, therefore, and all suj)er- 
tlnous weights were abandoned, and the march was 
again wearily resumed. 

Jfany a silent prayer was offered up to God to 
protect and watch over us, for we felt, indeed- that 
wo were in dire distress, and that without .Tlii aid 
and assistance wo <i;'(Ust perish; and we i)ra 3 'ed for 
strength to enable us to drag our poor helpless and 


* John Hatlmore, chief carpenter’s mate, and William Maskell, able 


seaman. 
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snflforing companions to a jilacc of saft t,'. A rn-oril 
was loft in tlio dosortod lioat. lanitaiiiiuL; a lniif 
account of onr state and oomlition. wifli tlio latitude 
and longitude wIkto it was al>aiidoned. 

On the following day great e\ei(enieiil was cuiised 
•by the appearance of a snow hunting, \\hi( h aas seen 
thittering about amongst the hininnoeks. iitti ring its 
sweet and pleasant chirp. nhi(di to us was the inosi 
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pleasing music we had Inaird for many a long day. 
No wonder the sudden appearance amongst us of this 
little warbler was so interesting, for it was the tir.^t 
bird we had seen for nine long, piouths. liven the 
invalids, as they lay on the sh dges. requested that 
they might have their faces uncoveia d, so as both to 
see and hear the little friend that had tlown oil to us, 
as if it were a messenger to wulcome our party back 
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to life and" friends. Long and anxiously was it 
watched as' it winged its course towards the land, 
whither wo also were slowly wending onr way. 

On the 29th the colours were again displayed at 
lunch time, in commemoration of the first anniversary 
of our sailing from England, and allusions were made' 
to that over-memorable day, comparisons being drawn 
between our condition then and now! On that even¬ 
ing our tents were pitched close to the boat that wc 
had abandoned on our outward journey, and which 
we found exactly in the same state as when we left 
it, witli its mast step])cd and yard hoisted, standing 
out like a grim sentinel guarding those icy wastes. 

On the 31st, whilst crossing some young ice between 
two heavy floes, one of the sledges broke through, and 
we liad no little trouble in saving it from complete 
immersion, and the invalid who was on it from being 
drowned! Th|^o warnings wore .unmistakeablc, and 
pointed to the necessity of reaching the land as 
(piickly as possible. The falling snow and drift thawed 
upon *our clothes, making us wet and extremely 
wretched and uncomfortable. 

On the 1st of June the temperature was some two 
or thi-f'C degrees above freezing point. This had the 
effect of thawing the surface snow and converting it 
into a thick sludge. Our foot gear in consequence 
was in a soaking wet state. Our working force on. 
this day was reduced to six, and all suffering more' 
or less. 

On the 2nd the +bick weather, which had so per¬ 
sistently clung to us, proved triumphant and robbed 
us of our road. Up to this date we had been able to 
avail ourselves of the road constructed with so much 
trouble and labour on our outward journey. On this 
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daj’ we wandered off it, and in spile (»f onr efforts 
were unable to pick up the trail again. ’ Tlio severe 
and monotonous labour of road-making had again to 
be resorted to. On the 5th, to our very gneat joy, we 
succeeded once more in pitcliing our camp on turii 
Jirmii, after an absence from it of two montlis. On 
first landing our hopes were excited on observing the 
recent traces of a sledge and human footprints, ami 
we congratulated ourselves upon soon obtaining tliat 
relief we all so much re(pure(T; but we were doomed 
to disappointnuint, for on reaching the deiiot of pro¬ 
visions established near Cap(! .loscpli Henry for onr 
use, and which was found intact, we learnt that a 
•sledge party with Captain Nares liad left for tlie sl]i|) 
only two days 2 n'eviously ! This was a bitter blow, lor 
we knew that something nir)re than provisions was 
needed for the safety of the party. 

AVe learnt also that scurvy had made its ai»pearance 
on board the “Alert," and that ])oor I’ltersen died 
from the effects of his last sledge journey, on the Mill 
of Afay. » 

Three hares had been kindly and tlionglitfnlly left 
for us iit a crevice amongst tlu' hummocks bv (!a)ilain 
Nares, and this furnished us with meals for a ■connle 
of days; it is needless to add, they were done ampb' 
justice to, not only for the sake of their goodness and 
the change they afforded, but also because we thought 
the ^resh meat would act as a siieciiic against the 
scurvy. 

’ .The tracks of a wolf were ob.'-x'vved near the dejiot, 
and the animal was frequentl}' heard howling in a 
mournful manner, but we never saw it. 

Obtaining a few suiqilies from the dejiot. onr march 
was .again resumed > but so iwipid had been the en- 

Y 



322 


PAUU DESPATCHED FOR HELP. 


[June, 


croachments .of the disease, that it was onlj' too 
palpable that immediate succour was absolutely 
necessary for our salvation. At the rate of progress 
we were making, it would take us fully three weeks to 
reach the ship, although only forty miles distant; 
and who would there be left hi three weeks’ time '? 
The few who were still strong enough to drag the 
sledges would barely last as many days ! Assistance 
had, therefore, to be obtained. To procure it, one 
amongst us was ready and willing to set out on this 
lonely and solitary mission, with the firm reliance of 
being able to accomplish what he had undertaken, 
and with the know'ledge that ho possessed the full con¬ 
fidence of tliosc for whose relief he was about to start 
on a long and hazardous walk. On the 7th of June 
Lieut. I’arr started on his arduous march to the ship. 

1 )eep and heartfelt w’ore the God-speeds uttered as he 
took bis departure, and anxiously w'as his retreating 
form watched until it W’as gradually lost to sight 
amidst the interminable hummocks. 

** MX waste! no si^n of Ufo 
Hut tLo track of the wolf and the bear! 

No sound but tho wild, wild wind, 

And tho snow crunching under his feet.” 

Although the loss of one strong man, like Parr, 
from the party w’as seriously felt, still tho knowledge 
that active steps had been taken to procure aid was 
sufficient to compensate for this reduction in our 
strength, and the men gallantly persevered at the 
drag-ropes, buoyed up by renewed hopes. 

On the day previous to that on which Parr left, an 
Eskimo dog, to our great surprise, was seen threading 
■ its w'ay to us through the hummocks. ' It was soon 



1876.] 


DEATH OF PORTER. 


S23 


recognized to be one of our dogs, named; but slie 
was so timid that at first nothing would induce luu' 
to approach. After a little time, however, we coaxid 
her to us, and on having some pemmican thrown (o 
her she ate it ravenously. Poor thing! she was 
wretchedly thin and emaciated ; she, we coiicluiled, 
had been cast adrift, or made her escajic from the la.st 
dog-sledgo that visited this neighbourhood. She 
joined our tail of cripples, hojibling, like them, afh r 
us and carefully walking in the track of our sledges. 

Outlie 8th of June sadness and despomleiiev pre¬ 
vailed amongst our little band. One of our number 
had received that summons to which all must at some 
time atti'nd, and had btaai called to his long account. 

“Tlis 8011 I to Him \vlni 
(iihI Irti it to il.slnii;j: 

Its jjloritius 

This was a terrible and une.vjiccted blow to maiiv 
who regarded themselves as being in a skill moie 
critical and precarious condition than \\i^ pour 
Porter, llis end was calm and ]ieacefnl, and he r< - 
tained his sen.ses to within live minutes of Jjie 4ime 
i^f dissolution. , , 

8ad and mournful, indeed, was the small procession 
that ^vended its way slowly to the new-ma(l(i grave, 
dug out of a frozen soil, carrying the lifeless remains 
of^tl^eir comrade, covered with the Inion Jack, on 
the Kagie sledge on which he had been draggerl, 
wlrilst alive, for manj' weeks ; i*nd there, willi the 
tears trickling down their weather-beat<ai and smokt ■ 
begrimed, faces, with their hei irts so full as to choke 
8-11 utterance, they laid their late feliow-sull'crer in his 
last re.sting- 2 )lace. 



324 JOURNEY RESUMED. [JlSE, 

A rude crqis, improvised out of the rough materials 
that our own equipment supplied, with a brief in¬ 
scription, marks the lone and dreary spot in that far- 
off icy desert where rests our comrade in his long 
sleep that knows no waking, and where probably 
human foot will never again tread. 

" 0 Worhl! 80 fow tho years wo live, 

Would that the life that thou dost give 
Were life indeed I 
Alas! thy sorrows fall so fast, 

Oiir happiest hour is when at last 
Tlic soul is freed.” ^ 

Gladly, after the ceremony was concluded, was the 
order to renew tlie march received, every one being 
desirous of quitting a place so fraught with sad and 
melancholy associations; tho day, as if in unison 
with the state of our own thoughts and feelings, was • 
dull and gloomy. 

Tho late mournful event produced a despondency 
in our little band to which we had hitherto been 
strangers. 

One and all felt and knew that assistance, to be of 
any' avr.i', must an'ivc speedily, and many a wistful 
glance was directed towards the south, in the faint 
hope of seeing that succour without which they would 
surely perish. They felt more their own weariness 
and helplessness, and dreaded a recurrence of what 
had recently taken place. The journey was silently 
and wearily resumed. , ' 

As many of the- men were unable to eat their 
pommican, on account of tho soreness of their gums, 
and from a certain dislike that they had lately taken 
to it, a now “ dish ” was tried, consisting of preserved 
potatoes mixed with bacon fat, and although in flavour. 



1876.] 


S.IVED. 


82-. 


if any was perceptible, it rather ro.soiublAj what starch 
might be like, it was decidedly acceptable as a change, 
and each person consumed about two-thirds of a 
pannikin. 

On the morning of the Otli a rainbow was seen, 
which, being an unusual sight, afforded nnicli interest. 
On the same day, shortly after tlie mardi bad been 
commenced, a moving obj(‘ct was suddenly seen 
amidst the hummocks to the^soulliwanl. At lirst it 
was regarded as an optical illusion, for we could 
scarcely realizo«tho fact that it could be anybody from 
the “Alert!” \Vith what intiuise anviety Ibis.d.ject 
was regarded is bc'yond description. 

(iradiially emerging from the bumimxd^s, a iu arty 
cheer put an end to the suspense that was almost 
agonizing, as a dog-sledge with three men was seen 
to be ap[)roachiiig. .\ cheer in return was attempted, 
but so full Were our hearts that it resemhieil mmi' a 
wail than a cheer. 

It is impossible to describe our feelings as May and 
iloss came up, and we nreived from them warm 
and hearty welcome. We hit that we were saved, 
and a feeling of thankfulness and gratitude \ufcs ffiiiier- 
.inost in our minds, as we shook the bands <♦! dbose 
who had hurried out to our relief the moment that 
I’ai'iihad conveyed to them intelligence of our distress. 
Those who ,a few short moments hetme were in the 
l^w^st depths of despondency, api.eared now in the 
mc^t c^berant spirits. I’ain was disregarded and 
hardships were forgotten as ifumeixnis and varied 
questions were asked and answered. 

We ligard with delight that they were only the van¬ 
guard of a larger p.arty, headed by Captain ^'ar(^s 
himself, that was ct^ning out'to our relief, ami which 



826 


THE BETUBN. 


[June, 

we should p;!Dbably meet on the following day. A 
halt was immediately ordered, cooking utensils lighted 
up, ice made into water, and we were soon all enjoying 
a good pannikin full of lime-juice, with the prospect 
of mutton for supper! 

After halting for the night Moss made a thorough 
medical inspection of the whole party. His report 
was by no moans cheering : all were more or less 
affected, and some were in a very precarious condition. 
The presence, however, of a medical officer amongst 
us restored confidence, and acted as a powerful anti¬ 
scorbutic ! 

On the following day we met the larger party 
coming out to our assistance, and with their help 
arrived alongside the “ Alert ” on the 14th of June, 
seventy-two days after our departure from the ship. 

What a contrast did that departure afford to our 
return! 

Then, on that bright but cold April morning, all 
were in the highest spirits, cheerful and enthusiastic, 
looking' forward with confidence to a comparatively 
successful issue to their undertaking—a fine, strong, 
and lesoivte band. 

AIm ! how different was the return ! Out of that, 
party of fifteen men, one had gone to his long home, 
cloven others were carried alongside the ship- on 
sledges dragged by a party despatched to their relief, 
and only the remaining three were capable of walk¬ 
ing.* Even they were scarcely able to move one' leg 
before the other, and were, on their return, ifiaced witli 
the others under the doctor’s hands. It was, indeed, 
a sad and terrible calamity with which we had been 
afflicted, totally unexpected and unparalleled in the 

* Raduioi'o, JollifTo, aud Slaskell. 
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annals of Arctic sledging experiences, tin our arrival 
alongside the ship, we were, of coui'se, most warmly 
welcomed by every soul on board; before enti ring 
Captain Nares called for three cheers for our parly, 
and then offered up thanks to Almighty (lod for 
having preserved us through many danger-s and j)ri- 
vations, and for guiding us back to our ship without 
further loss of life. 



CHAPTEB XXV. 


BKTUKN OF ALL THE SLEDGE TRAVELLERS. 

“ Now that tlio ivintor'a f,'ono, tlio earth hatli lost 
Her snow-white rob(!9, and now no more the I'i'ost 
Candies the orass, or calls an icy cream 
Upon the silver lake or crystal stream, 
lint the warm snn thaws the benuudjcd earth.” 

CutKW. 

The licarty welcome wc rcceivetl from ohc and ttll on 
board tlic “Alert,” together with the indescrihahle 
pleasure of a warm hath, followed hy a champagne 
supper for those whom the doctor reported well oiiougli 
to indulge in such a luxury, made us all supremely 
happy; •'ihe feeling being increased hy the knowledge 
that hnr suffering companions were under the tenden 
care of kind and skilful hands, and that all responsi¬ 
bility connected with their treatment had, so far as 
wo were concerned, ceased. Our late hardships and 
the anxiety we had felt regarding the safe return of 
the party were almost forgotten, and were it not'’for 
the number of cots* hanging up outside the ward¬ 
room, and the row of beds along the lower deck, each 
occupied by a sick man, we should almost have felt 
inclined to regard our late sledging expedition as a 
dream from which we had suddenly been awakened. 
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Mt. more thorough break-up of a healtli^- and strong 
ipiy of men it would bo dillieult to eoneiive. Not 
plly had the men engaged in tlie e.vtended party 
pCader my command been attacked with ‘scurvy, but 
also those who had been absent from the sliip only for 
short periods, and some, who may be said luwr to 
have left the ship at all. or if they did. tally fia- two 
or three days! The disease then ciaild not be attri¬ 
buted to any special eircunjstanee connected with 
sledge travelling. 

The seeds must have been sown during tbi' tinu'. 
nearly live montris, that the sun was absent, and W( 
were in darkness. Fresh animal and vigi table food 
is undoubtedly necessary for the preservati(ai id' 
health, and its absence is the originating eau'-e of 
scurvy. To this originating cause all ,\ietic l■’,\]le- 
ditiiais have been equally e.\[)osed. The piedi'jiosing 
causes of scurvy, wbicb actually b ad to an outbreaK 
when the originating cause i xists, are the long absence 
of the sun, entailing darkness, damp, intense e.dd, 
and bad ventilation. To these predisposin;f causes 
our expedition was exjmsed for a \(iy mncli longi r 
period than any otlu'r which sent out extendc-k+ravi 1- 
Jing parties. For this n ason other e\[ieditioHs.were 
e.xempt from .scurvy while we were attacked. In short, 
the Jill'ereut result was caused by the dilTi rein e in 
latitude. As our winter arrangements, and our scab 
ot diet, both on board and while travi lling. were 
ide?itic»al with those of former expiditions, the cause 
of the outbreak could not ha\e*had anything to do 
either with diet or winter routini!. Lime-juice, though 
most useful in warding olT for a time and dela ving an 
attack of sciirvj’, and as a cure, will not, with other 
circdmstauces unfavourable, ^ireveiit an outbreak. 
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This is the q^'jinion of all the best medical authorities; 
and our experience proved it to be an undoubted fact. 
Some of our men had scurvy who never hdt the ship 
and never ceased to take their daily rations of lime- 
juice, and others were attacked who went away travel¬ 
ling at a time when daily rations of lime-juice formed 
a part of the sledge dietary.* 

In future, when an expedition winters in so high a 
latitude as 82” N., the prevention of an outbreak of 
scurvy must he secured by improved measures for 
mitigating the predisposing causes. 

Owing to the condition of the crow of the “ Alert,” 
Captain Naros publicly announced, on the IGth of 
June, that on the return of the sledge parties, he 
would endeavour to rejoin the “ Discovery,” and 
would then send that vessel to England with all the in¬ 
valids, and those unfit to remain out a second winter. 
The “ Alert ” would 2>ass her second winter at Port 
Fonlke, whence, in the ensuing spring, jrarties would 
ho despatched for the juirposc of cxi)loring Haj'cs 
Sound,* and the adjacent land. This work coinpiloted, 
that vessel also would return to England. The 
reasoi.-^hat I’ort Eoulko was selected as our future 
winter'<iuartors was the amount of animal life, jn-ineij 
pally reindeer, reported to abound in that neighbour¬ 
hood, and we also anticijiated little or no difficulty in 
breaking out in the following summer. 

This resolution was undoubtedly a wise one, fjpr. it 
was certain that in the then state of the shipis dom- 
pany of the “ Alert,” many lives would bo sacrificc’d 
if all the men were required to spend another winter 

* As soon as it was possible to nso the llmo-juico in Uio form in 
whicli it was supplied to the expedition (that is, in jars or bottles) all 
filodgc parties were iuvariably supplied with it as a daily ration.* 
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in the Arctic Itc^ions. The idt-a of ^ii^on reaching; 
Kn^'laiid acted as a cure uixni tliose wlio wa io in th. 
worst staoe of scurvy, and conduced more to tinir re¬ 
covery than all the medicines and cariYnl mnsint' 
that they received from our painstaking and attentive 
doctor. 

In the mean time great anxiety hegan to he felt 
regarding the safety of the western sh dge parts ninler 
Aldrich. From the wholesali^ manner in wliieli the 
northern division had heen atllieted. it was iVaied 
that they also XYould not pass scathless. 

• Ktill we hoped’they would not sutler to the same 
extent. Their route was along the coast line', and it 
was exi)eeted that they would have hicii able to 
supjily themselves occasionally with fresh jirosisions, 
such iis hares, geese, and pe rhaps miisk-eexe ii. 

On the IHth of .June, femr days afte r the' le turn of 
my party, May, with three me n and tiei' eleeg-sle elge', 
dragged hy eeur remaining six d.'ns, h it tlee' shiji in 
etrder to obtain intelligence' e>f .'Melrie h’s party, anel if 
necessary to tak(! him relie'f anil assistanii* Thi' 

succeeding days xvere anxious ones to all on huaril, 
anil many xvere the trijis taken to the' s”;‘rtTnit of 
Look-out-hill, in the hoj)e.' of sei'ing the ri'tn/ning 
sli'dgers. "We could not disguise' from onrsi lvi s the 
fact ihat nidi'ss they re turm el ipiickly tin y wouhl he' 
placeel in a very critical position. In a few- ilays they 
he without provisions. This we' knew. The 
teni^X'riiiture, too, had reached frei'zing point, and 
ti'e’fpiently stood two or three* degri'cs above' it, 
causing the surface snow to thaw, anil thi'ri fore 
making the task of dragging a sledge one of severe 
and unpleasant toil. 

Oil the 21st the sAin reached its highest northern 
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doclinatioD, ^ and every day would bring us nearer 
to another winter; therefore we knew that to effect 
our deliverance from the ice this year, it was neces¬ 
sary to got‘our sledging parties on board as soon as 
possible, in order to prepare the ship for sea, and to 
commence the operations recj^uisitc for cutting her 
out of winter quarters. 

The snow on the hills to the northward of us was 
rapidly disappearing; but this might only be duo to 
their southern asj)cct, for in our immediate vicinity 
the snow appeared as deep as ever. Towards the 
latter end of May the hills around the ship wen' 
perfectly bare; but the heavy fall of snow, expcrienceil 
by us during our return journey, had again covered 
them as they were during the winter. 

“Water began to form in little iiools on the floes 
near the ship, and every sign betokened the a])proacb-' 
ing disruption of the pack. On the 2:5rd, a few king 
ducks, some Arctic ti'i'us, and skuas were seen 
hovering about the land, and one or two specimem 
of tlu'* latter wore shot—their skins swelling oui' 
natural history eollcction, their bodies being r-eserved 
for t+is«»iick. 

On ■Bunday, Tune ‘ioth, immediately after Divinj, 
Service, on ascending Look-out-hill, to our ver\ 
great delight wc! observed the wanderers struggling 
through the hummocks some six or seven miles off. 
Hurrying down to eomnuinicato the good news, a 
relief party was speedily formed, and by ii:idfligbt 
wc had the very great satisfaction of receiving thtin 
all on board. It was the old story repeated. All 
were suff'i'ring from scurvy, and only Aldrich and 
two men wore able to walk alongside the ship, out 
of the latter being so bad that he was under 
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medical treatment for many weeks after Iiis return on 
board. 

Their absence from the ship extmided over a jieriod 
of eighty-fonr days, during whieli tliey did very good 
service, liaving explored no less than two liimdred 
and twenty miles of new coast line. May found tliem 
near Cape .Tosepli Hi'iiry, not far from the spot 
where he had behu'e brought sneconr to my partv. 
Tliey were then struggling bravely on, but were in a 
very crippled condition. It is most fortunate he 
succeeded in reaching them when he did. Jlis eheerv 
spirit and strong'help did much to assist them, ami 
enabled Aldrich to bring his little iiarty alongside 
their Arctic home in nndiminished numbers. It was 
a great reliel to all on board to know that evi'rv one 
had returned, that no stragglers were absent. So 
great was the anxiety felt until all the sledging parties 
had arrived, that the lot of those on board was hardly 
more enviable than that of the travellers ! 

Our good ship was now converted into a regular 
hospital, and might almost be said to be iif charge 
of the medical otlicers; for those who were not 
actually under treatment had to be ])lace‘i.-nl, the 
/lisposal of the doctor, so as to act as nurses^ cooks, 
or attendants of sonu! kind. Perfect rest and 
(•are 6il nursing were the most essential rerpiisites 
for a complete restoration to health. Spenser 
n;uj^ have had the recovery of similar wa.\ worn 
aim sUirken travellers in his mind when he wrote— 

• 

“ Now when fheir wean'e liinbes with kindly n—Ut 
Ami bodictj were rofre.^ht with dew 

The medical staff were unremitting in their cease¬ 
less* attention to tlfeir patieiMs, and it was to their 
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untiring watehfulnesa that we owed the complete 
recovery of our sick. 

Much had to be done to get the ship ready for 
sea; but, for some time, only a few officers and thn-i' 
men could be employed in any work connected with 
these preparations, the remainder being engaged en¬ 
tirely with their duties to the sick. The principal 
work that had to be done, before the ice broke up 
round the ship, was to get on board and stow away 
all our powder, besides the provisions and stores that 
had been landed before the winter. The housing had 
long been taken down, and the upper deck had been 
partially cleared of snow, so that daylight was once 
more admitted through the skylights and illumi¬ 
nators. It is a curious fact connected with those 
who were for a long period absent from their ship, 
that the hair on their faces became perfectly bleached, 
until in fact it was nearly white. The loss of colour 
was gradual, and, although noticed, was never alluded 
to, each one imagining that his companion’s hair 
was tm'iiing grey from the effects of hardship and 
anxiety ! It was only after our return to the ship 
that 4 Ua 30 possessing beards and moustaches dis¬ 
covered. the change tliat had occurred. The colour, 
returned in the same gradual manner that it had 
disappearc'd. We all suffered a loss of hair frouj the 
head; but this may easily be attributed to our seal¬ 
skin caps, and other head-dresses, which were pon- 
stantly worn. 

After the long use of moccasins, it took us some! 
time to get accustomed to leather boots, which we 
were obliged to wear on account of the sludgy state 
of the surface of the floes and the land. With a 
temperature some degrees below^ freezing point, no- 
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thill" is more comfortable or better suita.l for tnivel- 
liu" over the pack than a "ootl pair of iiuR-easins. 

Tlie return of the sleaye travellers was eelebrat. il, 
on the -iilth of June, by the best liiuue!' we eoubl 
afford to put on tlie table. .\s our printiu"-press had 
Ion" been dismantled, a written iiu'ini was "i\eu ti> 
mj'self and Aldrich as the leadi'rs of the two e\teiided 
sled"e parties. A beautiful sketch of the lii"liest 
position reached was drawn by Moss, tlu’ followiu" 
belli" as near as possible a fac-simile :— 



Marco I'olo.'' I^il. *<.{ "Ji." N 


MKNIJ. 

I’otago olla Todrida. 

I’etitfl Pato.s d’Honiardf^, Fricassro do *-1 Sardiiirs. 

I^oj'nons aux Cliam|)ij(nons saucvs tiaiis Attrapr/.m-Iiuiit. 
u la Tirinato. 

Machoirc do Btonf. Jatubon uii Cl»ain|>ni'nr'. 

* INjis-. Carottof*. Oynons. J'oininoji do 'r«'irr'. 

, ^ Toiirte do IVolio-*. 

Compote de Blancrnango ot Rhulmrbo Fuu. * I’oiidiii;'on Marmolido 
Pains rotis au.x Ancliois. 

Fromage. Lif|nour.s. 

Cafe noir. 


Il.Jt.S. “Alert.' 


1870 . 
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On the reycrse side of the bill of fare were the 
following verses composed by Pullen for the occasion. 
It is needless to add that they were not only appre¬ 
ciated, but* that they found a response in every 
breast:— 

Wclcomo homo to tho wiahcd-for rest, 

TraveUor.a to north and travollcra to west! 

Welcome hack from bristling floe, 

Frowning cUir and cpiaking snow! 

Nobly, bvavfdy thq work was done ; 

Incii by inch was tho hard fight won. 

Now the toilsome march is o’er, 

Wclcomo homo to onr trantjuil alio^o. 

Rough and rude is tlio feast wo bring ; 

Roiiglicr and ruder tlie verso wc sing. 

Not rough, not rude arc ilie thoughts that rise 
To clioke our voices and dim our oyos, 

As wo call to mind that joyous sight 
On an April morning cohl and bright, 

When a ehosen band stepped boldly forili 
To tho unknown w(*st and tho unknown noith ; 

And we from our haven could only pray— 

“ (lod scml them stiongth for each weary clay! ” 

ITo hoard our jiraycr ; ITo made them strong; 
lie boro their stalwart limbs along ; 

Vlanted their sturdy footsteps sure ; 

Gave them eonrago t<» endure. 

Taught them, too, for llis dear sake, 

Many a sacrilice to make : 

By many a tomler woman's deed 
To aid a hrotlier in his need. 

And safi' for over shall ILe keep 
In His gentle hand the two who sleep. 

Ills love shall <pienoh the tears that flow 
For the buried dear ones under tho snow. 

And we uho ifvo and are strong to do, 

His love shall keep us safely too : 

Shall tend our siek, and soothe their pain, 

And bring them back to health again. 

And the broatli of His wind shall act us ftoe, 

Through tUo opening icc to tbO soft green set 
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G*i)tain Naros had hiutod that, in aon- 

dition of tlio men. and sup|iosin,L' also that lliosc of the 
*• Itiscovcry ” \v<‘re in the same state', lie would not he 
justified in allowing even one shi]) to remain another 
year exjtosed to the ri"onrs of an .\retie winter and to 
the same camses tliat had led to the ren iit outhreak 
of scurvy. AVc were iirejiai'ed for this annoiineeiiu nt ; 
for wc W(dl knew that to remain out a second winter, 
although there were many of,us ri'ady and eager to 
do so, would simply he to sacrifice many valiiahle 
lives for no ohjeet; for we could not pos^ihly e\[)cct 
to reach a higher'northern latitude, or even to extend 
our explorations nineh farther to the westward, 
although the wl^ile force of the exiicdifion slKuihl lie 
confined to the one direction. In dei'iding to n liirn 
to I'lngland, ('aptain Nares .showeil gri at moral 
•courage, and exercised a sound and wise jiidgiiieiit, 
in the opinion of all his officers. 

On the Sunday following tlie return of Aldriidi’s 
party, a special thanksgiving was otVen d up to 
Almighty Ood for our safe return, and pi-ayiTS were 
also said for the speedy recovery of our siidi comrades. 

On the 1st of July, on the usual monthly ;,iT'dical 
fxamination being held, only ten men out of (Umline 
shill’s company vero reported in a fit state for work, 
and (tpmo of these were convalescents ! 'I'he invalids, 
howeverf thanks to the doctor’s assiduous care, were 
in^ptoving slow]}- hut surely’. 

Ino ^ifaw had by this time commenced. The snow 
xvfis soft and wet in the valleys,•small rivulets were, 
tuready meandering through the ravines and gorges, 
whilst the summits of the mountains were cove red 
with browm patches that the wind and thaw combined 
had 'left bare. ' Littte tufts o*f the beautiful purple 
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saxifrage dot,ted the sides of the hills over which wc 
walked, bringing forcibly to our minds the wild 
flowers of our own dear country, and creating a long¬ 
ing desire to behold them once more. Footprints 
of animals, notably musk-oxen, were occasionally 
observed; but although these traces ap 2 )eared fresh, 
they were evidently those of the preceding autumn, 
which, having been covered with snow and frozen 
hard during the winter, had thus been perfectly 
preserved. 

On the 5tli of July, however, we were so fortunate 
as to shoot three musk-oxen within three or four 
miles of the ship, and on the following morning 
another fell a victim to the prowess of our sportsmen. 
This was indeed a God-send, for without fresh meat 
the recovery of our sick would be long and tedious. 
The actual amount of food obtained from these 
animals was at the average rate of 120 lbs. from 
each. The dexterity with which the beasts were 
operated upon after death would have done credit to 
the mdst accomplished butchers. Our first dish of 
liver and bacon at breakfast was, it is needless to say, 
done Ml justice to—the only fault being an insufli- 
cicncy in amount. , 

Fresh provisions were indispensable for the restor¬ 
ation of the invalids to health. Shooting parties 
were, therefore, organized amongst the officers, and 
the whole country for a radius of many miles 
well scoured in search of game. These \n'.oc«ing 
parties were very' enjoyable, especially to those who', 
like myself, had been engaged on one of the imolongcd 
sledging expeditions—the contrast being very great. 
No anxiety, little or no responsibility, careless of 
time, and oblivious of everything save our' owi 
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pleasure and convenience. Slocpin*' ’.vnen we felt 
tired, and having our meals wlien we felt lninerv. 
the night the same, as the dav. the sun at midniglit 
being as bright as at noon, free from all cares, intent 
only on siwrt, the time passed in a serene and 
delightful manner, and we were truly sorry when the 
time came to reliiniuish our gipsying life for a more 
civilized one on board. 

On one of these shooting tours I was away from 
the ship, accompanied by a few choice si)irits, for 
fourteen days. • During that time we succeeded in 
obtaining a couple of musk-o.veii, and several brent 
geese, which were a widcome addition to tlie fresh 
meat already obtained for the sick on board the ship. 
AVhat delightful little meals we used to cook for our¬ 
selves, each one taking his turn, and vying with the 
others in his endeavours to make his dishes exia l 
those of his predecessor! 

On one occasion we had for breakfast the livers ami 
gizzards of thirteen geese; served up with a little 
bacon, these being the peripiisites of tin' spfft-tsmen. 
In the enjoyment of such luxuries it is not surprising 
that a return to the ship, and our everlasting '.-ustra- 
Jian and New Zealand beef and nnilton, w<is, not 
hailed wdth delight. 

AH this time the thaw had las n rapidly progressing, 
the tops of the hills were bare, and the ravines wi re 
repiyrcd almost im])assable from the mountain tor- 
renm t^nt dashed down towards the sea, gaining 
slrength and volume as they msired their outlets. 
These had to be crossed In' the shooting parties, the 
water reaching up to our waists, and llowing with 
such force as nearly to carry us off our h gs. .\s for 
change of clothing, •we had fione; but on reaching 
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our tents wo would got into our sleeping-bags and 
leave our wet clothes outside to dry; the tempera¬ 
ture at this time being about 40’. A warm supper, 
with a pannikin of hot tea, followed by a glass of 
grog, soon made us forget the discomforts of the past 
in the enjoyment of the present. 

Some of the scenery, about five or ten miles in the 
interior, was extremely picturesque. The spot that 
we selected for our camp was on the borders of a lake 
that formed one of a chain extending to the south 
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westward. Some of the hills surrounding these lakes 
were beautifully carpeted with the pretty little ^nirple 
saxifrage, a draJxi, a potentiUa, and other wild flowers, 
while the valleys were covered with patches of auxu- 
riant vegetation, consisting of grasses and delightedly 
soft moss. Altogether the aspect of the surroundi'ng 
country afforded a striking contrast to what it was 
but a few short w’ceks back, when still wrapped in its 
wintry garb. 

On our return to the ship on the 24th of July, v‘e 
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wore rIriI to lioai- that our invalids \voi>; |iro;;i( ssiM^ 
favourahly, and tlio convah scciit.s ri f^ainiii,;; sUi'iif;lli. 
It was also a sonrco of j^iaat ^'ratilicatioii to iis Id lind 
a hroad stream of water foniiiii;' outside onr ino- 
tectine lloe-bere.s, and exteiidiiiji from 1‘oinl Shiralaii 
to as far south as we eould see. Tliis wms a \>r_v 
agreeable and unexpected sur[)rise. Acti\e prepara¬ 
tions were at once made to releast' the shiii from her ie\ 
prison. All stores and proxijjions were re-emliaiKi d. 
instruments were brouj;ltt on hoard and earefiillx 
packed up and* put away, boats wi re hoisted up, tlie 
siu'ew lowered, and tile enoiiies rijiorlcil in {lo.id 
workino order. Strict orders were issued that no ime 
was to be absent from the ship, on any [U'etein e. fur a 
lonoer period than four hours without expri ss pi rmis- 
sion. Atty day mioht see our release ! .\n\ioase\es 
Were constantly directed towards the pack, which was 
now acted ttpon both by wind and tide, diil'lin;,| noith 
and south tis it felt their inllueiici s, 

A laroe cairn, fully ten feet liij^h, was eiictid on 
the summit of “Cairn Hill,'’ in wliiidi was dtposited 
a record statin" brii tly what had been acconi|ilisln d 
by the expedition, and jiixiii" a list id' the ol'tii. rs and 
jnell of both ships. To this document etich* e/ the 
former attaidied his si"nature. Will this cur be dis- 
turbi;d by onr fellow-men 

Strenuous e.xertions were made by means of powder 
to, l^w UJ 1 the ice between the shi]) and the chamn 1 
of wat»i’ that almost tantalized ns by its existenci', 
and so clear a passa"e by wlnclfwe could < tfect our 
escape. Counties.^ torpedoes, containiii" from 1 to 
50 lbs. o.f powder, were used to accomjilish this (diject, 
and many hour.s of hard labour were expended in the 
same endeavour. At length,*on the mornin" of the 
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31st of July,, our exertions were crowned with success, 
and great was the excitement on hoard when hurried 
orders were issued to raise steam with all despatch 
and to prepare for sea ! A fresh south-westerly wind 
had blown the pack off the shore, leaving a clear 
channel of water extending as far as could be seen to 
the southward. 

By 7 A.M. the ship was free and afloat, and at eight 
o’clock the colours were hoisted, and we succeeded, 
without much difficulty, in steaming clear of the 
prison that had for eleven long months so securely 
held us in its icy fetters. 

Who can describe the feelings experienced by all on 
board the “ Alert ” on again hearing the long-silent 
throbbing of the engines, and knowing that the ship 
was once more in motion ? 

Yet a slight pang of regret was felt at leaving the • 
barren, sterile coast, off which wo had passed so many 
happy days, and we could not but feel grateful to the 
land fioc-bergs which had, during that time, protected 
us so w^ll from “ ye merciless yce.” 
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THE UETURN VOY.VOE IX THE ICE. 

our trusty bund 
llusic to Futhoriniid, 

Lot our vosH'l liivivo 
I’loiigli tlic iiujfry wuvi'.” 

Tiioiiiiai,i.\ 


Cape Joseph Henry was lost to slight as the “ .Alert” 
roimded Cape Itawson; but very lietivy ice (tIT Cape 
I'liion for a time completely ob^triieted otir proj'n ss. 

Excessive cautiou was necessary in liiindliiif' the 
ship amongst these ponderous Hoes. l*atiei*x' com¬ 
bined with perseverance are essential virtues insei)a- 
rable to successful ice navigation, and they were con¬ 
stantly called into rc<piisitiou in order to ensm;e a safe 
‘deliverance from the dangers which surrounded us. 

A vigilant look-out had to be kept on the pack, and 
the ship was moved from time to time in order to 
avoid a “ nip.” Frequently we Avould observe a heavy 
flor coming into contact with the large grounded 
h\as.ses of ice that lined the coa^t, forcing them over, 
or crumbling them into shapeless fragments, thus 
clearly illustrating our own fate should we be so 
unfortunate as to be caught between the two. 

. The orders “upV and “down screw and rudder ’ 
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were given and executed several times during cadi 
(lav. As on'our outward joiirnef, preparations ircre 
mN made for abandoning the ship at a momcnfn 
notice. Te'nts, elothhig, cooking utensils, and nil 
necessaries for a life on shore were spread out on the 
upper deck in readiness to be thrown on the ice in the 
event of such a catastrophe. 

The cool way in which we all spoke of the iirobablo 
loss of our homo, and the prospect of being cast adrift 
at a moment’s notice, was very remarkable. Perhaps 
the knowledge that our consort, the “ Discovery,” was 
within some forty miles of ns, and ‘ therefore within 
easy travelling distance, might account for the light 
manner in which such a calamity was regarded; but 
it was impossible to disguise the fact that the loss of 
our good ship would be a very serious, not to say 
uncomfortable, event. 

Steam had to be kept ready at a few minutes' 
notice, so as to take advantage of every little opening 
that might occur in the ice, even though wo should, 
only Sluiced in advancing a few hundred yards. On 
one occasion the ship was purposely forced into the 
pack, with which it drifted to the southward ; but on 
the turn of the tide, when the ice began to drift in the 
opposite direction, it was no easy matter to free our¬ 
selves from the bondage to which we had volunt§,rily 
subjected ourselves. If it can be avoided, it is best 
not to allow a ship to get beset, even when the dri^t (jf 
the pack is favourable. 

As wo proceeded south, although our progress was" 
slow, the change in the appearance and massiveness 
of the ice wuis very palpable. Occasionally we would 
meet small specimens of our palaeocrystic friends, over 
which we had travelled' dmung the irrecediug springs 



nilEXT C.EESE 


87G.] 




but, as a rule, the icc was of a inueli li^lit. r d.x iiii- 
tion. Still the Hoes were far lieavier than nu t 

with in Jlalliu Bay, ami by no ii . ans to la- 

During the time the sliii) was detained,’waiting I'm- 
the ice to open to allow' her to proceed, *> 111 * spert.-'Uh'n 
were not idle, landing at all hours of tlie d.iy and 
night in order to procure fresh food for the siek. So 
successful were they in their t'oraxs tliat tlie sick were 
supplied with a fresh meat meal daily, gees.', diiek-, 
and hares forming the [)rincipal part of tlieir " ha',;'-." 
The slaughter amongst the former was trenu nihais 
entire Hocks nuihhering from lifty to se\enty lards 
falling victims to the prowrss (d not moi'e tli.an two 
guns, and within the short S])ace pei-haps of half aii 
hour! The unfortunate hints heing in tlie act of 
moulting were, ol course, imuhle to e.wape the un¬ 
erring aim of oui' marksmen. 

In addition to crops of mustard and cress that we 
succeeded in raising on hoard, we were aide to (ddaoi 
kiuall quantities of sorrel, which the ccanale^eeiits 
were sent on shore to gather from the vall*\s and 
sides of the hills, often returning with sulth ieiit to 
eiiahlc a limited allowance to he served out periodi¬ 
cally. yonietimes the sick men were sent 01 ; shore 
themselves to hrownr on this excellent antiscorhntic. 

Oij the morning of the oth of August, heing within 
twenty miles of the “Discovery,” J'lgerlon, acconi- 
pan^'d by one of the men, was sent to give them 
infoi'iu^yon of our position. Our own ship was then, 
and had been for the past forty-eight hours, effectu¬ 
ally jammed by the ice and unable to move. In the 
mean tipie we on boai'd the “Alert ” were endeavoiir- 
mg to get our vessel clean, and into something like 
urdtT and ship-shape. On th5 following morning we 
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sustained a slight “nip,” caused by the ice setting 
rapidly in towards us. Our rudder head was badly 
wrenched before the rudder could be unshipped, and 
the iron tiller was bent and crippled. We only suc¬ 
ceeded in easing the pressure by exploding some 
charges under the ice. In the forenoon Eawson, 
with two of the men belonging to the “ Discovery,” 
walked on board. We were, of course, delighted to 
see them and to hear news of our consort. 

From them wc learnt that poor Egerton had lost 
his way, and did not arrive on board their ship until 
after he had been wandering about for eighteen 
hours! The news from the “ Discovery ” was what 
we feared. Notwithstanding the large amount of 
musk-ox flesh procui-ed by them during the autumn 
and following summer, scurvy had attacked her crew 
in almost the same virulent manner as it had ours. 
The return journeys of some of their sledge parties 
were simply a repetition of our own. Beaumont's 
division—the one exploring the north-western coast of 
GreenlnSad—had suffered very severely, and we heard 
with extreme regret that two of his small party had 
succumbed to this terrible disease. 

T1v 3 rest of his men, with himself and Dr. Cop-, 
pinger, had not yet returned to the “ Discovery,” 
having remained in Polaris Bay to recruit their 
healths. This was, indeed, a bitter ending to our 
spring campaign, on which we had all set out so^fufl 
of enthusiasm and hope. It had the effect, lt<e,wevcr.i 
of confirming Captain Nares in his resolution to pro¬ 
ceed to England. With such broken-down crews it 
would have been folly indeed to have risked the 
rigours of a second Arctic winter; and there was 
really nothing left for'us to dcr, Beaumont having 
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(lone Ills work so well that it would have boon iinjios- 
sible for us to have extended any exploration in that 
quarter. The “ Discovery ” had been alloat for some 
time, and was in perfect readiness to proceed to s('a 
on the arrival of Beaumont and his party. 'J’heir 
absence caused us great anxiety, as tlie pack, being in 
motion between ourselves and Polaris Ibiy, and con¬ 
sequently where they would have to cross, made us 
fully alive to the risks and (langers they would en¬ 
counter whilst crossing it. Still we ho|ied to hear of 
their safe arriiail as soon as we should drop anchor 
alongside our conkort in Discovery Bay. 

The most important news was that a large seam of 
lignite of the Miocene period had been discovered 
within about three miles of tlieir winter quarters. 
They had not been able to utili/e this coal, but several 
large specimens had been carried to the ship Hie 
result of experiments made being that it was re¬ 
ported, for steaming purposes, equal to the liest Welsh 
coal. 

AVhilst imprisoned by the ice and waiting tifeseape, 
our naturalist made an interesting discovery within 
two hundred yards of the ship. On the beach, about 
^twenty feet above high-water mark, he observed ;a)me 
wood which, on examination, proved to bo portions of 
sledge runners and ci'oss-pieccs ; also a snow scraper, 
made from the tusk of a narwhal or walrus, and a 
^rm lamp, apparently a piece of schistose rock 
^oliow^l out.* These relics are the most northern 
traces of Eskimos yet found. Their position would 
lead one to suppose that the wanderers had arrived so 
far north along the shores on the western side of the 

* I have alreaclr referred to tln.s t^iftcovery in my remarks on tlio 
ifeigrfttious of the EskimoJl at p. 69. 
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cliaimol, and from tlieiiec crossed over to the oppositi 
Greenland coast; tlio cliffs to the northward ))eiii!j 
very steep, and although not actually impassahU’, 
great difliculty would he experienced in travelling 
along their base. This, and the ahsence of aiiinnil 
life, would readily account for their desire to lea\L 
such an inhospitahle and sterile laud. 

On tlie 7th and 8th of August the ship was suh- 
jected to some very severe S(Hieezes. On the latter 
day a largo lloe-berg pressed violently against the 
vessel and forced her on shore, lifting the stern 
hodily out of the water to a height of about live feet. 
Tlio jioise of the cracking of the beams and the 
groaning of the timbers was a sound that once heard 
will iKU’er be forgotten. To those below, the crum¬ 
bling of tin: pitch in the deck seams souude'd like a 
shower of hail on the uiepeir dock. Fortunately for 
us the lloe-herg was heavy and of deep llotation, aiul 
therefore grounded before it had time to cause the 
destruction of the sliip. It was a grand sight t'l. 
witnessvKomo of the neighbouring iloe-berg.s—great 
masses of ic<! from sixty to seventy feet in thickness— 
turned completcdy over and swc'jjt away by the pack 
in its ir'/esistible career. 

We had no time, however, to indulge ourselves in 
watching spectacles of such magnilicencc. Our posi¬ 
tion was by no means pleasant: any pressure upon 
the ship, caused by spring tides or otherwise, I'iuA 
inevitably crush her; and the prospect of auotliei 
winter in the ice began to dawn upon us. There was 
aitparently no cscaite, as, from our ex 2 )eriencc of the 
in-eccding year, we had cause to believe that, when 
once the floe-bergs grounded along the coast, they 
remained immoveable during the whole winter, •and 
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jHI'e were wo forced on slioro by a lloo-lio^" wliicli had 
Rounded immediately outside us. Our only clianoi' 
■ras to reduce the liugc mass of ice liy wliicli we ware 
Mmprisoiied, so as to lighten it snllicieiitly fo float ami 
Brift away at liigli water. It was a liold iih .i ; hut it 
was no sooner resolved on than e\ery a\ailalile work¬ 
ing man in tlie sliip, irri‘si>eeti\e of rank or station, 
was busily einidoyed with a\e, i)i<'li. or eliisi l in 
demolishing the ohstnietion.. On tlie third clay, so 
energetictUly was tine work carried out, that the 
judicious explosion of a heavy eharoe ol powder im¬ 
mediately under tlie berg had the efieet ol lloaliii;' if 
away at high water, and the sliij) was released. 

The pack being loose, we succeeded in makine ooocl 
[progress, and on the followino eveiiino had the icry 
great satisfaction of anchoring alongside the " l>is- 
eovory,” after having been separated hdiii her lor 
nearly twelve months. An infendiange of \isitors 
immediately took place. Jmcal news, for want ol 
/iioro important intelligence, was fully and Incly 
discussed, and the routine cef the winter and th^ dmngs 
of the sledge parties formed topics of interesting 
convi'rsation. Tlic prolonged absence of Iccaiumciit 
iind his party acted as a damper niion onr ^-jiirits, 
for we could not hid(! from onrsedves the fact that 
theiii jounuy across the strait must he a ha/arcloiis 
one. 8o uneasy did Captain Nans feel regiirding 
(|iei|' safety that lie determined upon going in searcli 
if th«n, even over to Polaris J’ay. ,\ccordingl\. 
oi?* Sunday morning, the I'dth of .\ugU'f, having 
transferred all our sick and hilpless hands to the 
“Discovery,” and having our own ships companr 
supplemented by six men from onr consort, we again 
made a start, but w’ere stopiied by heavy ice at the 
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entrance of the harbour, through which it was quit, 
iiniiossiblo to 2 )onetrato. On the following day, t,, 
our groat doliglit, we observed a tent 2 )itched on tin 
ice about throe miles to the southward of the ship, 
A relief party was quickly formed, and in a few hour- 
we had the extreme jileasurc and satisfaction dI 
welcoming Beaumont and his party on hoard, uoin 
the worse for what thciy had recently gone through, ami 
almost indignajit at all offers of assistance that wen 
made to them. On account of the drifting of the i)aoL 
over which they had been travelling, their work, dtiriia' 
the last thn^e or four days, had' been excessively 
severe. On occasions they were comj)ellod to continin 
the march for thirty-two and twenty-two consecutive 
hours without resting. 

As the ice still remained 2 >ackcd and iniiienctrable. 
wc were unable to advance, although morci than om 
unsuccessful attemi)t was made to 2 JU*^h on. On 
several occasions the dredge was hauled and witli 
good and interesting results. The coal seam was ahu 
visited 'i*»y dilfereiit 2 Jarties of officers. It exists in ;i 
visible seam on the northern side of a ravine, and i> 
about three hundred yards long and twenty-five higli. ' 
We ivcfc unable to a.scertain its dc 2 >th below fin 
surface of the ground, or its thickness. 

We wei'c also very fortunate in finding a Jargi 
number of vegetable fossils in the surrounding lime¬ 
stone, some of the barf im 2 )ressions being very Qlea\ 
and 2 )erfect. At the head of the ravine is a pragn^ 
ficent cave, formed- by the two sides of the goVge 
and covered with a roof of frozen snow. This rot>f 
is a 2 >parontly 2 'ei-nianent, as when wo visited tin 
cave it was 2 U’ecisely in the same condition as when 
it was first discovered‘twelve months before ! -TIh 
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cave is very larfje, capable of accominodalin" easily 
sixty or seventy men. 

Duriii}' these excursions several huttorllies ivore 
cau"ht and Iji-ouKht on hoard as specinulis, as also 
some Hies, gnats, and other (/ipO/vr. Many hares 
were also shot, to the groat delight of oiir doctor, who 
had been wording like a horse in order to bring his 
patients round. 

The scenery in the channel between Ilellot Island 
and the mainland, through w^iich we passed in one 
of our vain att(^mpts to get south, was very striking; 
bold cliffs, and lirlls rising to a height of two thou¬ 
sand feet on either side, intersected by deep ravines 
and gorges having almost precipitous sides and ter¬ 
minating in bays and little harbours. 

On Sunday the ‘2(ltli, by dint of boring and charging, 
.at the expense, however, of our rudder head, we 
succeeded in forcing a passage throiigli the ice in 
Lady Franklin Hay, and into a broad stream of w.ater 
extending along the coast to the southward, which 
we fondly hoped would eventually lead us ii o open 
water.* Hut navigation in ice-bound seas is indeeil 
uncertain. For on tlu; following da}' we were com¬ 
pelled to seek refuge inside a land-locked ^and 
apparently well-protected and secure harbour. How 
deceitful was its appearance! Hardly an lanir had 
elapsed after entering this sheltered retreat, before 
the “Alert” was severely nipped by a he:ivy floe and 
foref'd on shore. 

'For many hours the ship remained in a very critical 
po.sition, as the tide receding left her completely high 
and dry, and listed over at an angle of 25 . 

* .At this time the “Faiuiera'’ was enii-iii'- in tlif cTitraiicc of 
Spiitlj Sound, with an imiiFDCtrablc Ijifh'ier of ice hlockiii;' her way 
to the iiort liwnrd. 
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So steep .was the hank on which we had been 
forced, tliat at low water we wore able to walk, 
“dry shod,” from the stem to the main chains, whilst 
aft the water was over onr raizzen chains, and within 
a short distance of the taff-rail. A good sensational 
photogra 2 )h and some sketches were made of the shijj 
in this unideasant position. Strenuous efforts were, 
of covirse, at once made to lighten and float the vessel. 
The fore part was entirely cleared, and the chain 
cables brought aft. A bower anchor was laid out 
astern in order to haul the ship off to. 

The manner in which this latter work was performed 
was both novel and ingenious. A small but heavy 
piece of ice was secured and brought alongside the 
ship. On this was jjlaeed the anchor, as on a raft. 
It was then towed by boats to the position decided 
upon, when the raft,was destroyed by exxfloding a 
charge of gunpowder immediately underneath it, the 
anchor, of course, sinking to the bottom. 

With such good will did all work, that we had the 
joy an(f satisfaction of seeing our good shij) afloat, 
and ready to proceed, in about fifteen hours from the 
time of the accident taking xflace. The bay, which 
was.tlie scene of our mishap, was called Eawlings, 
Bay, after one of our men, who was ray sledge captain 
in all my expeditions. A musk-ox skull and the Jiorn 
of a reindeer were picked up by Feilden close to whore 
the ship was aground, proving that the neighbourhopM 
is occasionally visited by those animals. ^ 

From this time, until the 9th of September, we 
were engaged in a never-eeasing struggle with the 
ice, frequently detained for many hours, an.d rarely 
advancing more than a few hundred yards during 
the day. The fast-forming icfl reminded us • un.- 
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pleasantly of the near approach of winter, whilst 
the land had again assumed its wintry covering of 
snow. On the 22nd of August candles had to bo 
used below at midnight for reading or writiiig. The 
young ice was found very tenacious, glueing and 
cementing tlie broken fragments of floes together. 
This caused such an impediment to our advance, 
although the pack was what is termed loose, that 
we were on several occasions compelled to relinquish 
all attempts at penetrating farther, and to secure the 
ships until a more favourable opportunity should 
occur. Our stock of coal, too, was getting alarmingly 
small, and had to be very carefully economized. 
Without the means of steaming, our chance of escape 
would, indeed, have been small. 

On the 24th wo rounded Cape Fraser; * on the 
27th,t so slow was our progress, that wo only just 
succeeded in getting into OobOin Hay, where we were 
detained until the 3rd of Sciitcmbcr. The. tempera- 
.turo liad falhni to 10’. Last j'car we were frozen 
up on the 3rd of September, and here were on the 
same date with as low a temperature and many 
miles to aecomiflish before we could actually be clear 
of the ice! , 

Snow also began to fall heavily, and everything 
appeared gloomy and inhospitable. As there was 
now a prospect of our being forcibly detained for 
janother winter in the ice, and as some of our pro¬ 
visions were getting low, on passing the largo depot 
established in Dobbin Hay on our way up the 

* On this (lay the‘‘PandoraBuccof'ded in landin«^ a parfy on 
Cape Isabella for the pccond time, soarchinj' for a record. 

f On the 27th the “ Pandora” wa.s driven out of Smith Sound by 
A gaje. 
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previous year, we landed and brought off all the tea, 
sugar, and chocolate, and such other articles as we 
were likely to require. 

Whilst tills work was in progress, a large ground 
seal {PJiora harhata) was shot by Hans, of the 
“Discovery,” on which was found a partially healed 
woilnd ; on further examination, an iron-pointed har¬ 
poon with an ivory socket, evidently of Eskimo con¬ 
struction, was disciovercd imbedded in its blubber. 
It would have been very interesting if we could have 
traced, by the manufacture of the instrument, the 
tribe to which it had belonged and the locality where 
the wound was inflicted. 

One morning, when some little distance from the 
land, a small fox, of a mottled colour, wandered off 
to the ship, being attracted towards us either by 
hunger or curiosity. The ollicor 'of the watch, always 
on the alert, soon spied the little animal cruising 
about amongst the hummocks and shot it. The skin 
was preserved with the collection of natural history 
specimojis, whilst the body was eaten by us. at dinner 
and found to be delicious. Passing Capo Hawks, 
and Allman Bay, an inlet which was named after the 
distinguished President of the Linnajau Society, we 
contmued to push the ships in the direction of open’ 
water to the south, which wc at length reached. 

It was with no small amount of thankfulness that 
on the 9th of September we emerged from the cold, 
grim clutches that seemed only too ready to detain 
us for another winter in the realms of the Ice Kin^, 
and that we felt our ship rise and fall once more on 
the bosom of an undoubted ocean swell. It was, 
indeed, a joyous sensation to look around and see 
nothing but blue water/ and, witji the exception of a 
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few straggling bergs, not a single speck of lf.,> 

Ti,i» Ijs 

been kno«n to us, having been observed from the. 
summits of various hills that we had as^emlJm 
*11 our c„,.r8,.u o, lute, luul J 



«i« i>*i.o ,u« ”"<■ 

On hrst reaching it, we found it to be coated with 
a tlnn layer of young ice, which olfered a gr 
0 hindrance, although it had not the Xt ^ 
I'eeking us altogether. Our course through Uiis 
J ng ice could bo distinctly,traced for a long dis- 
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tance astern^ by a broad lane of water resembling the 
Suez Canal. At 6 p.m. we passed Cape Sabine, and 
distinguished our cairn on the top of Brevoort Island 
apparently untouched. Ahead was Cape Isabella, 
towards which we steered. 



CHAPTEE XXVII. 


HOMEWAltD BOUND. 

" Still in the yawning trough the vessel reels, 

Ingulfed beneath two fluctuating hills; 

On either side they rise, tremendous scene, 

A long dark melancholy vale between. 

The balanced ship, now forward, now behind. 

Still felt the impression of tlio waves and wiml. 

And to the right and left by turns inclined.’’ 

Fai.conek. 

“Montano.—What from the cape can yon discern at sea ? 
l«t Gent.—Nothing at all: it is a high-wrought flood; 

I cannot, ’twixt the heaven and the mainj| 

Descry a sail. 

Montano.-Let’s to the seaside, ho! 

3rd Gent.—Como, let’s do so j 

For every moment is expectancy , 

Of more arrivance. {Witfdn.) A sail! A sail! 
ith Gent.—The town is empty; on the brow of the sea 
Stand ranks of people, and they cry-pa sail! ’’ 

j Othello. 

" * 

.SrfoETLY before midnight, on the 9th of September, 
Cape Isabella was reached and the ships were clear 
of Smith Sound. As, on our outward journey, to me 
had been allotted the duty of erecting a cairn on that 
prominent headland, and establishing a post office, 



358 LETTERS AT CAPE ISABELLA, [Sept. 

80 , on our return journey, was I assigned the duty of 
visiting the place in order to ascertain if letters had 
i.heen deposited there during the period of our absence 
by any enterprising friend. On reaching the lower 
cairn, to my great surprise—for we hardly expected 
that any one would have visited the place since our 
departure the previous year—I found an additional 
cask had been placed alongside the one that I had 
established there. This was quickly opened, and 
found to contain a small mail for each ship. 

Hurriedly leaving a record notifying our visit, we 
eagerly seized our treasures and made the best of our 
way to tlie boat. Great was the excitement when the 
news siiread that a mail from England was actually on 
board, and we were soon deep in the enjoyment of 
perusing late letters from home, a pleasure to which 
we had so long been strangers. 

Many were tlie heart-felt expressions of gratitude 
that rose to the lips of those lucky recipients of home 
news towards that gallant officer and friend who hack 
so persdv'eringly and so generously, in spite of many 
dangers and difficulties, succeeded in depositing their 
letters so far north. The bulk of our mail wo im¬ 
agined had been left either at Disco or Upernivik., 
Had we examined the cairn on the summit of Cape 
Isabella, we should there have learnt that the same; 
kind and (isinterested friend had taken them to 
Littleton Island, and there safely deposited them. 
Being ignorant of this fact, and the weather beihg, 
against our proceeding thither, a course was shaped 
to the southward; those who were under the im¬ 
pression that our English letters were really on that 
island being consoled by the fact that we were steer- 
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ing homewards, and that in a short time Jetters would 
be no longer necessary or of any value. 

Wars, and rumours of wars, were prevalent, for* 
our latest news came from England at the time when 
all Europe was disturbed and unsettled by the com¬ 
plexion of affairs in the East. 

This made us all the more anxious to get home 
quickly; but alas! everything was against us. Tem¬ 
pestuous weather, with the wind always contrary, was 
our introduction to our own element, and, as our coal 
was running wery short, we were obliged to put the 
ships under canvas and thrash them at it. Icebergs 
were innumerable, and, as the nights were increasing 
in length and the darkness in density, they were any¬ 
thing but pleasant neighbours. 

On the 12th of September it was blowing so hard 
■ and the weather was so thick, that it was determined 
to seek an anchorage under the lee of the land in 
Whale Sound, and there wait until the weather 
fhoderated. With this object the ships were^worked 
up under fore and aft sails and steam, eventually 
anchoring in a small bay (Bardin Bay) in close prox¬ 
imity to the Tyndall Glacier. As we came in we 
observed an Eskimo settlement on the eastbni side 
of the bay, and several natives were seen running 
along the land towards us; but as the iglacicr in¬ 
tervened they were unable to communicnle, and the 
woather' was too bad to allow us to send a boat to 
them. This was much to be deplored, as, irrespec¬ 
tive of the fact that these people were the first human 
beings that we had seen for many a long month, it 
was desirable that we should propitiate them in favour 
of white men, and for this purpose we had many little 
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articles of infinite value to them, such as knives, 
needles, thread, scissors, etc., besides provisions, 
ready for their acceptance. 

These natives were of the same tribe as those 
who were so kind to Kane and Hayes, and also to the 
“Polaris,” so it would have been a good action, in¬ 
dependently of all other reasons, could we have be¬ 
friended them. 

We had not been at anchor, however, more than 
five hours before a change of wind, accompanied by 
heavy squalls which came over the hills fast and 
furious, obliged us to get under weigh, and again put 
to sea, although the weather was as thick and the 
wind as strong as ever—added to which hail and snow 
showers were frequent: altogether a very unpleasant 
and miserable night was spent, for it was nearly 
midnight when we were forced to fly from our’ 
harbour. 

On the 16th we were beating about off the entrance 
to Laimaster Sound, near Cape Byam Martin. This 
was all familiar ground to me, and brought back 
to my recollection scones on board the old whaler, 
“Arctic,” that had occurred in the same locality 
three years before. We made many tacks in ou# 
endeavours to weather Cape Walter Bathurst, but, for 
a long timi.3, without success, for the wind invariably 
headed us bn each tack. 

On the 20th several eider-ducks, some turnstohee, 
rotges, and snow-buntings were seen, but all going 
in a southerly direction, apparently anxious to seek 
warmer climes before the winter should have claimed 
both the sea and land. How we envied these birds 
their means of locomotion! for foul and strong winds, 
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causing slow progress, were beginning to be very 
irksome. Our old friends the “mollies” (fulmar 
petrels), that we had not seen for so long, again 
joined us, and might be seen continually dai-ting* 
down and picking up in their voracious maws all 
scraps that had been thrown overboard. 

Ihe persistent manner in which the bad weather 
clung to us was quite marvellous. Hardly a fine day 
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had been enjoyed since we emerged from the ice. The 
words of Falconer would have been applica'bIS to us, 
and might have been repeated with truth every morn- 
ing: I 

“ A lowering squall obscures the Bouthor/ sky, 

Before whose sweeping breath the waters fly. 

• * * * • 

It comes resistless! and with foaming sweep, 

Upturns the whitening surface of the deep.” 

At- length, after being buffeted about for many 
da,ys, the high land of Disco was sighted on the 25th 
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of September; and on the same day we came to an 
anchor in the little harbour of Godhavn, and con- 
.gratulated ourselves once more upon our return to 
civilization. 

The day, as if to make up for our previous bad 
weather, was a bright sunny one, and perfectly still 
and calm. This was all the more appreciated after 
the turbulent seas which had lately almost driven us 
distracted. The scenery coming in was very beauti¬ 
ful. On one side were the high cliffs of Disco, 
intersected here and there with deep fiords and bays, 
whilst on the other lay the perfectly quiescent sea, 
studded with icebergs of all shapes and sizes. Oc¬ 
casionally the surface of the water would be rufHed 
and disturbed by the appearance of a seal’s head, as 
the inquisitive little animal would pop it up to gaze 
curiously at us as we steamed slowly by; or else a 
whale, as he sw'am lazily along, would give a flick 
with his huge tail, or spout a jet of water in the air, 
which might be taken cither as a welcome back to 
more geri,al climes, or an angry remonstrance that a 
monster larger than himself should dare to live in 
his own particular domain. Birds flew around and 
alightccjl near us. One, a ger-falcon, was so bold as to 
venture to perch upon our fore-royal truck; but, I am 
ashamed to irelate, was fired at for its misplaced 
confidence. !^t escaped, however, unhurt. Everything 
was bright and joyous, and all were happy and elated.- 
Our joy was slightly marred on arrival to find thrtt, 
our mails had really been taken on and left at 
Littleton Island; but a mail, with letters of a later 
date than those brought out by the “Pandora,” 
which had been got together and made up for us at 
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Copenhagen by my cousin, had just arrived in the 
Danish brig “ Tjalfe.” * 

Of course it could not be expected that, during the 
period of our absence from England, no sad changes 
should have taken place, and the sorrowful faces of 
more than one among us testified to the fact that 
some dear and loved ones would be seen no more in 
this world. 

From Mr. Krarup Smith, the Inspector, wc learnt 
that the “ Pandora ” had only taken her departure 
for England,four days previously, having been un¬ 
successful in her endeavours to reach Capo Sabine. 
The attempt had only been relinquished by her com¬ 
mander when the lateness of the season compelled 
him to beat a retreat. A supply of beer, sent from 
England by my cousin, was found awaiting our 
arrival, and was most acceptable. A cask of beer 
had also been kindly left for our use by Allen Young, 
so that we wei’e enabled to supply “ all hands ” with 
•a glass of beer twice a week during the passage 
to England. Through the kindness of thd Danish 
authorities, we were able to obtain thirty tons of coal, 
with a promise of thirty more if w^e chose to go 
, to Egedesminde, another settlement about sixty miles 
to the southward. This was an offer too valuable 
to ^be disregarded, aud was accepted ^by Captain 
. Nares. 

.. Having shifted our rudder, which, to use an 
. Ahierican phrase, was “ pretty considerably chawed 
up,” from its treatment by the ice, and made good a 
few other defects, we took our departure from God- 
havn pn the morning of the 28th, Mr. Krarup Smith, 
the Inspector, coming on board to accompany us 
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round to Egedesminde. As we steamed out of har¬ 
bour the little three-gun battery fired a farewell 
^salute, the ensigns on shore, and on board, were 
dipped, and the ladies (two in number), from their 
verandahs, waved with their pocket handkerchiefs a 
last adieu. It was a fine clear morning as we left; but 
a thick fog soon overtook us, in which wo remained 
enveloped for the remainder of the day, and it was 
not until the following morning that wo reached our 
destination. 

Our way took us through a perfect ..labyrinth of 
small islands, some of the narrow channels through 
which we had to pass being almost blocked by large 
grounded masses of ice, remnants of icebergs. The 
“Alert” and “Discovery” being the first steamers 
that had ever visited Egedesminde, the natives turned 
out in foree to witness our arrival. Several kayaks 
came skimming rapidly along the smooth and un¬ 
ruffled surface of the water as we approached, their 
occupants gazing with evident astonishment at the 
large “femiaks,” whose motive power was to them 
invisible and incomprehensible. The Danish flag 
was run up on throe separate flag-staves on shore, 
and a ^sabrte of seven guns was fired to welcome our 
arrival. 

There is ipuch similarity about the various Danish 
settlements |in Greenland. The houses are of the 
same size a\id colour, and generally of about tlm 
same number, whilst all possess their little churchy 
their storehouse, and their cooperage. The settle¬ 
ment is very prettily situated on the northern side of 
the largest of a group of many islands of all sizes. 
These are of the same metamorphic formation, and 



1876.] 


EGEDESMINDE. 


865 


possess a more luxuriant vegetation than we had 
hitherto seen. The island is covered with numerous 
small lakes and ponds, and is extremely marshy and, 
swampy. The difficulty of walking, witliout sinking 
up to the ankles in a bog, is very groat. 

The population of Egedcsmindo, which is the most 
southern settlement in the Inspectorate of North 
Greenland, is about one hundred and thirty souls, 
including the Danes, who with the Governor and his 
family number about twelve. The entire population 
of North Greenland is about four thousand three 
hundred. 

The boggy substance, like peat, is dug up and 
stacked during the summer, and when dried is very 
generally used as fuel. The chief employment of the 
inhabitants is, as at the other settlements, that of 
collecting skins and blubber. Eeindeer are obtained 
on the mainland, but they are not plentiful. 

The Governor, Mr. Boldroe, was good enough to 
•present us with a fine large haunch of venison; but, 
curious to relate, when served up, it had aS unmis- 
takeable taste and odour of musk! Our scorbutic 
p.atients, who were at this time nearly all convales- 
, cent, benefited largely from the quantities of fresh 
fish, principally cod, obtainable at this place. 

On the morning of the 2nd of Oct 9 bcr, having 
received on board the amount of coal ni^omised, we 
Ijade our kind friends farewell, and sreamed away 
atnidst the usual firing of guns and di 2 iping of 
colours. The stoppages at these two civilized places 
were very pleasant breaks to us, after our long ab¬ 
sence .from society of any description, except our own, 
and were not regretted by any one. Indeed, the 
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kindness and true hospitality extended to us by our 
Danish friends in the different settlements in Northern 
„ Greenland will long be remembered with feelings of 
gratitude and pleasure. 

From the date of leaving this our last port until 
our arrival at Valentia, we experienced very tempes¬ 
tuous weather. Strong head winds were in constant 
attendance, and the ship’s general state W'as being 
” battened down and under close-reefed topsails.” 
Under these circumstances our daily rate of progress 
was remarkably slow, and on some days we found 
that we had actually increased our distance from 
homo instead of having lessoned it. Few on board 
had before experienced a longer continuance of really 
stormy weather. From the severe buffeting we 
received, our rudder, already crippled, was reduced to 
such a state as to be absolutely useless, the rudder- 
head being almost wrenched off, and w'e were obliged 
to steer the ship during the remainder of the voyage 
by means of the rudder pendants. 

On tlte 16th of October, to the intense surprise of 
everybody, a vessel was sighted ahead, which proved 
to be the “ Pandora.” How very small is this world we 
live in! . Here were wo in the middle of the broad, 
Atlantic, fifteen hundred miles from England, and 
out of the,I course of all ships, and yet actually 
meeting a yessel that had purposely come out to. 
seek us. '• 

The weather was too bad to allow us to commufi;-. 
cate, but an interchange of news was effected by 
signal. The three ships remained in company for a 
couple of days, when they lost sight of each, other 
in thick and blowy weather, we having previously 



1876.] 


WKIiCOME HOME. 


367 


ordered the “ Discovery” to rendezvous at Queenstown 
in case of parting company. 

Our ' rudder being in such a dilapidated state, 
Captain Naros determined upon putting in to Va- 
lentia for the purpose of shifting it, the spare one 
having in the mean time been temporarily repaired. 
With this object we anchored in the snug little har¬ 
bour of Valentia, on the 27th of October, and here 
Captain Nares and several of the officers left for the 
purpose of proceeding at once to London to report our 
arrival. , 

“Now, strike your sajles, jce jolly mariners, 

For we be come unto a quiet rode, 

Where wo must land some of our passengers 
And light this weario vessel of her lodo. 

Hero she awhile may mako her safe abode,” 


It is in vain to attempt to describe the pleasure we 
all felt at beholding trees and green fields once more, 
with the cattle browsing in them. It is difficult at 
»nce to throw off old habits, and there were many on 
board who expressed their anxiety to land \t once 
with their guns for the purpose of shooting “ that 
herd of musk-oxen.” Had w'e given way to our in¬ 
clinations, I fear our reception would not have »becn 
so warm or so hospitable as it was. 

The people of Valentia were the first > to bid us 
w.elcome. Their kindness and hospitality will never 
be. effaced from our memory. The rudder naving been 
slnfted, and sundry repairs executed, we took our 
deplh'ture on the following morning at dayl'ght, being 
guided out of the place by a most eccentric and ori¬ 
ginal old pilot. On the 29th wo reached Queenstown, 
whore we found the “Discovery” had arrived only a 
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couple of hours before. Here again we received a 
warm welcome and enjoyed that hearty hospitality 
I for which the Irish people are so justly celebrated. 
That evening we were the guests of the Port Admiral, 
he and Mrs. Hillyar hearing of no refusal, although 
we had to sit down to dinner in—well, clothe^ very 
dirty and very much the worse for wear. The next 
day, having taken in a supply of coals, we started for 
Portsmouth, the two ships remaining in company 
and arriving in that harbour together on the 2nd of 
November. 

Our reception there and afterwards is a matter of 
history. Suffice it to say that our exertions received 
the approbation of our country and of our brother 
olficers, and that the Lords of the Adrhiralty were 
pleased to express their satisfaction at the manner 
in which the expedition had been conducted by our. 
leader, as well as at the way in which the work had 
been carried out by his subordinates. 

My story has now come to an end. My aim ha,s 
been tA describe our daily life during a very eventful 
service. 

I have quoted largely from my journal, and in 
some instances L have thought it best to copy from 
it verbatim. 

Nothing is further from my tlioxrghts than to claim 
for this narrative any literary merit whatever'. J 
simply wisl. it to be regarded as a plain but accurate 
statement of facts—an unpretending account of »{he 
cruise of one of the ships of the late expedition 
one of its members. 

In launching my little book upon the ocean of 
literature, I venture to quote the words of bravo old 



1876.] 


WELCOME HOME. 


869 


Master Beste, who, being engaged in compiling a 
record of another Arctic expedition, humbly apolo¬ 
gizes, as I do, for submitting his work to the public : 
—“ And herein I humbly pray pardon, for my rude 
order of writing, which proceedeth from the barren 
brayne of a souldier and one professing armos, who 
desirctli rather to be wel -thought of with your honour 
for his well meaning than for anyo hys cunning 
writing at all.” 
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